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Introduction

Algeria, the largest nation on the African continent, is a land defined by contrasts and
extraordinary diversity. From the lush Mediterranean coastline to the rugged Atlas
Mountains and the endless expanse of the Sahara, its topography weaves together a
complex tapestry of habitats that support a remarkable range of wildlife. This
geographical variety nurtures ecosystems as different as cedar forests, arid steppes,
and salty desert depressions—all harboring creatures that have evolved to thrive
under widely varying conditions.

Despite its vast lands and often harsh climate, Algeria is a veritable sanctuary for life,
supporting an impressive range of animal and plant species, including many found
nowhere else on earth. More than 16,000 known species live within its borders,
encompassing charismatic mammals like the endangered Barbary macaque, elusive
predators such as the Saharan cheetah, and the diminutive fennec fox—Algeria’s
national animal and a symbol of desert survival. The nation’s skies and wetlands offer
sanctuary to over 400 bird species, from endemic nuthatches in the northern
woodlands to migratory flamingos wading in southern wetlands.

Yet these gifts of nature face unprecedented pressures. Rapid changes brought about
by expanding agriculture, urbanization, overfishing, and the ravages of climate change
threaten habitats and species alike. As forests give way to farms and wetlands are
drained for development, Algeria’s rich ecological heritage teeters on the brink. This
book is both a celebration of Algeria’s remarkable fauna and a call to action—an
invitation to cherish, understand, and protect this invaluable natural legacy.

Throughout these chapters, readers will journey through Algeria’s many landscapes,
discovering the unique animals that inhabit each corner of the nation. We will explore
the science behind species diversity, examine the ecological roles of mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians, fish, and invertebrates, and chronicle the ongoing struggle to
balance human needs with the imperatives of conservation. Special attention will be
paid to endemic and endangered species, highlighting both the challenges and the
remarkable resilience of wildlife adapting to a changing world.

The story of Algeria’s wildlife is also a story of people: scientists cataloguing new
species, communities living in harmony with nature, and government officials enacting
laws to preserve fragile ecosystems. Conservation successes, such as expanding
networks of national parks and reintroduction efforts, sit alongside cautionary tales of
extinction and habitat loss. International treaties and grassroots campaigns
underscore that the survival of Algeria’s fauna is a shared responsibility, requiring
vision, cooperation, and sustained commitment.
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By shining a light on the extraordinary wildlife of Algeria—their triumphs, struggles,
and hopes for the future—this book aims to inspire a deeper appreciation for the living
treasures of Algeria. Whether you are a naturalist, student, traveler, or simply curious
about the wild heart of North Africa, | invite you to explore Algeria’s dazzling
biodiversity, understand its importance, and join in the ongoing efforts to ensure that
these wonders endure for generations to come.
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CHAPTER ONE: Geography and Ecosystems of Algeria

Algeria, sprawling across North Africa, is the largest country on the African continent,
a vast canvas painted with dramatic geographical contrasts. Its immense size means it
encompasses an extraordinary range of environments, from the sun-drenched shores
of the Mediterranean to the seemingly endless golden seas of the Sahara Desert. This
sheer scale and variety are the fundamental reasons behind the rich tapestry of
wildlife that calls Algeria home. Bordered by six other nations - Morocco, Mauritania,
Mali, Niger, Libya, and Tunisia - Algeria sits at a geographical crossroads, influenced
by both the temperate north and the arid south.

The northernmost strip of Algeria is known as the Tell. This is the country's heartland
for human population, a relatively narrow band squeezed between the Mediterranean
Sea and the Atlas Mountains. The Tell is characterized by a hilly, sub-coastal zone,
fertile plains, and valleys. It enjoys a classic Mediterranean climate with mild, wet
winters perfect for nurturing plant life, and hot, dry summers that encourage a
leisurely pace of life, unless you are a plant trying to survive the heat. This is where
the majority of Algeria’s human population resides, drawn by the more hospitable
climate and arable land.

Just south of the bustling Tell region rise the magnificent Atlas Mountains. This grand
system isn't just a single chain but rather a series of ranges that form a significant
barrier, separating the Mediterranean climate of the north from the harsh aridity of the
Sahara to the south. In Algeria, the Atlas Mountains are primarily represented by two
major components: the Tell Atlas in the north and the Saharan Atlas further south.
These ranges run roughly parallel to the coast, creating a dramatic topographical
divide.

The Tell Atlas, closer to the coast, is known for its rugged peaks and deep valleys. It
includes notable massifs and plays a crucial role in capturing rainfall from the
Mediterranean, nourishing the northern landscapes before the moisture-laden air
continues south. The higher elevations in these mountains provide cooler climates and
distinct habitats compared to the coastal plains below. As you travel eastward,
mountain ranges like the Grande Kabylie become prominent features of the Tell
region.

Between the Tell Atlas and the Saharan Atlas lies a vast area known as the High
Plateaus, or Hauts Plateaux. This region is characterized by undulating, steppe-like
plains with a generally arid or semi-arid climate. Rainfall is limited here, and the
landscape is often covered in grasses and scrub. These plateaus are higher in the
west, gradually dropping in elevation towards the east. The dry conditions here
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sometimes lead to this region being considered an extension of the Sahara,
highlighting the transitional nature of the landscape.

Further south, the Saharan Atlas marks the northern edge of the immense Sahara
Desert. While not as tall as some of the peaks in the Moroccan High Atlas, these
mountains are still substantial and receive more rainfall than the High Plateaus to their
north, offering some grazing lands. Rivers originating on the southern slopes of the
Saharan Atlas often disappear into the desert sands, but they are vital sources of
water for oases located along the desert's northern fringes.

Dominating the vast majority of Algeria's landmass, covering over 80% of the country,
is the iconic Sahara Desert. This is a land of extremes, where temperatures can soar
during the day and plummet after sunset. Despite its reputation as a barren
wasteland, the Algerian Sahara is far from uniform. It features a variety of landscapes,
including vast seas of sand dunes known as ergs, stony plains called regs, and rocky
plateaus known as hamadas.

Within the Sahara, formidable mountain ranges like the Ahaggar and Tassili n'Ajjer rise
dramatically from the desert floor, offering unique microclimates and ancient
geological formations. Scattered throughout the desert are vital oases, pockets of life
sustained by underground water sources, providing crucial habitats for specialized
flora and fauna, as well as centers for human habitation. The sheer scale and diverse
topography of the Sahara mean that even within this arid environment, a variety of
ecosystems exist, each supporting life adapted to incredible challenges.

This remarkable geographical diversity directly translates into a mosaic of distinct
ecosystems across Algeria. These natural regions, shaped by climate, elevation, and
geology, provide the foundation for the country's rich biodiversity. Understanding
these ecosystems is key to appreciating the wildlife that inhabits them.

The northern coastal and marine ecosystems are influenced by the Mediterranean
Sea, with habitats ranging from sandy beaches and rocky cliffs to coastal wetlands
and the marine environment itself. These areas are dynamic zones where land meets
sea, supporting a unique mix of life adapted to the coastal interface and the waters
offshore.

Moving inland, the mountainous ecosystems of the Atlas ranges, both the Tell and
Saharan branches, provide cooler, wetter conditions at higher elevations. These areas
often feature forests and other vegetation adapted to the mountain climate, creating
isolated pockets of biodiversity distinct from the surrounding lowlands.

Algeria also possesses important forest ecosystems, though they cover a relatively

small percentage of the total land area. These forests are found primarily in the
northern, more humid regions and include different types such as sclerophyllous
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forests with evergreen oaks, deciduous forests with species like Zeen oak, and
coniferous forests featuring pines and the iconic Atlas cedar.

Between the Atlas ranges, the steppe ecosystems of the High Plateaus are
characterized by their semi-arid conditions and sparse, resilient vegetation. These vast
grasslands and shrublands are adapted to low rainfall and support hardy plant
communities, often dominated by species like alfa grass and white wormwood.

Finally, the expansive Saharan ecosystems cover the vast southern portion of the
country. Despite the extreme aridity, life persists here in various forms, adapted to the
harsh desert conditions. These ecosystems include the rocky hamadas, gravelly regs,
shifting ergs, and the life-giving oases.

Each of these distinct ecosystems, from the humid coast to the parched desert,
presents unique challenges and opportunities for the species that inhabit them. The
boundaries between these zones are often not sharp lines but rather gradual
transitions, creating ecotones where species from neighboring habitats can interact,
further adding to Algeria's ecological complexity. It is this intricate interplay of
geography and climate that has shaped the remarkable wildlife we will explore in the
following chapters.
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