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Introduction
Suriname, a nation situated on the northeastern coast of South America, is a country
celebrated for its extraordinary biodiversity and breathtaking natural landscapes.
Nestled between Guyana, French Guiana, and Brazil, Suriname is a haven for an
astounding array of plant species, many of which have uniquely adapted to its diverse
ecosystems. With forests covering approximately 90-94% of its land area, Suriname
holds the distinction of being one of the greenest countries on Earth. This extensive
forest cover is a vital reservoir of biological diversity and plays a critical role in global
carbon sequestration, contributing to the fight against climate change. The country's
rich flora is a testament to its varied habitats and favorable tropical climate,
characterized by high rainfall and warm temperatures. Suriname is home to over
5,100 plant species, showcasing a remarkable level of biodiversity.

Suriname's remarkable biodiversity is a direct result of its varied ecological zones and
habitats. The country can be broadly divided into four major ecological regions: the
young coastal plain, the old coastal plain, the Savannah or Zanderij belt, and the
interior residual uplands, which include the Guiana Shield mountains. These zones
encompass a range of ecosystems, each supporting distinct plant communities. Vast
tropical rainforests dominate the interior, while coastal swamps, extensive wetlands,
and unique savanna landscapes contribute further diversity to Suriname’s botanical
wealth.

Among the native flora, there are towering giants like the Kapok and Mora trees,
vibrant orchids, fascinating endemic carnivorous species such as the Heliamphora,
and aquatic wonders like the Victoria Amazonica. The country's symbolic plants,
including the national flower—Ixora coccinea, or Flame of the Woods—are deeply
rooted in cultural traditions and everyday life. Indigenous and Maroon communities
have developed profound knowledge of local plant species, using them for food,
medicine, and spiritual practices—a testament to the deep connection between
Suriname’s people and its environment.

However, Suriname's unique plant life does not exist in isolation; it faces numerous
threats from human activity. Deforestation, both legal and illegal logging, mining
operations, the introduction of invasive species, and the impacts of climate change all
imperil the country’s irreplaceable ecosystems. Despite these challenges, concerted
conservation efforts, such as the creation of extensive protected areas and the
development of a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, underline Suriname’s
commitment to the preservation of its natural heritage.

Safeguarding Suriname’s botanical riches requires not only strong environmental

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

policy but also the active involvement of local communities and partnerships with
international organizations. The integration of traditional knowledge and sustainable
practices is crucial for effective long-term conservation. By respecting and conserving
its diverse plant life, Suriname not only preserves its cultural and natural legacy but
also contributes meaningfully to regional and global efforts in biodiversity protection.

This book offers a comprehensive guide to the native plants of Suriname, celebrating
their diversity, highlighting their ecological and cultural significance, and exploring the
intricate web of relationships that sustain life in this remarkable corner of the world.
Through an exploration of habitats, unique species, traditional uses, and conservation
challenges, readers are invited to discover and appreciate the botanical treasures that
make Suriname one of the world’s most biodiverse nations.
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CHAPTER ONE: Suriname: A Tropical Setting
Suriname, a land where the lush green of the Amazon meets the vast blue of the
Atlantic, is perched on the northeastern shoulder of South America. It's a place that
often gets overlooked on global maps, a quiet corner of the continent tucked between
its larger neighbors. Yet, within its relatively modest borders lies a world of remarkable
natural diversity, a landscape shaped by ancient geology and a consistently warm, wet
climate that fosters exuberant plant life.

The country occupies a total area of approximately 163,820 square kilometers (about
63,251 square miles), making it the smallest independent nation in South America by
land area. Despite its size, or perhaps because much of it remains undeveloped, it
holds the distinction of having one of the highest percentages of forest cover globally,
a fact that immediately signals its botanical significance.

To the east, Suriname shares a border with French Guiana, a frontier largely defined
by the Marowijne River. To the west lies Guyana, with the Corantijn River marking
much of that boundary. Southward, the extensive rainforests and savannas eventually
meet the border with Brazil. The northern edge is kissed by the warm waters of the
Atlantic Ocean, a coastline characterized by a mix of wetlands, mudflats, and
mangrove forests.

Geographically, Suriname can be broadly divided into two main regions. The northern
area is a lowland coastal plain where the majority of the population resides, including
the capital city, Paramaribo. This coastal strip is a blend of young and old geological
formations, featuring fertile cultivated lands, swamps, marshes, and sandy or shell
ridges.

Moving inland, the landscape transitions dramatically to the vast southern part of the
country, which is dominated by tropical rainforest and sparsely inhabited savanna
along the Brazilian border. This interior region accounts for about 80% of Suriname's
land surface and is a realm of rolling hills and, further south, rising uplands that are
part of the ancient Guiana Shield.

Within this interior, several mountain ranges punctuate the otherwise continuous
forest canopy. The Bakhuys Mountains and the Van Asch Van Wijck Mountains are
among the more significant ranges. The highest point in the country is Julianatop,
reaching an elevation of 1,286 meters (4,219 feet) above sea level, part of the
Wilhelmina Mountains in the southern Sipaliwini District. While not soaring peaks by
global standards, these highlands contribute to habitat diversity and water flow.
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A defining feature of Suriname's geography is its extensive network of rivers, which
serve as vital arteries for transportation and are crucial to the various ecosystems
they traverse. Several major rivers flow from the interior highlands northward to the
Atlantic Ocean.

The two largest rivers, the Marowijne in the east and the Corantijn (or Courantyne) in
the west, form significant portions of the international borders and collectively drain
nearly 58% of the country's land area. Other major rivers include the Suriname River,
which flows through the capital city of Paramaribo, the Coppename River, the
Saramacca River, and the Nickerie River. These waterways, often interrupted by rapids
in their upper courses, are integral to the distribution of plant life and the overall
ecological balance.

Now, let's talk about the weather. Suriname is a tropical country, plain and simple.
Lying just a few degrees north of the equator, between latitudes 1° and 6°N, means it
experiences consistently high temperatures and humidity throughout the year. The
sun is strong, and the air is thick with moisture, creating a perpetually warm and often
sticky environment that is perfect for plant growth – if you're the kind of plant that
likes that sort of thing, which many in Suriname certainly do.

Average temperatures don't fluctuate dramatically from month to month, staying
within a relatively narrow range. In the coastal areas, mean temperatures typically fall
between 25°C and 27.5°C (77°F and 81.5°F) throughout the year. In Paramaribo, for
instance, the average daily temperature hovers around 26°C to 28.5°C (79°F to 83°F).
The interior regions might experience a slightly cooler average, around 23°C to 25°C
(73°F to 77°F), but daily temperature swings can be more pronounced there.

Humidity levels are consistently high, often ranging between 80% and 90%. This
makes the air feel warmer than the thermometer might indicate, adding to the tropical
intensity. It's a climate that encourages rapid decomposition, fuels lush vegetation,
and provides the constant moisture many native plants require to thrive.

Suriname experiences a tropical climate characterized by two wet seasons and two
dry seasons, though rainfall can occur throughout the year. The timing and intensity of
these seasons influence plant growth cycles and the availability of water in different
ecosystems.

The main wet season typically runs from late April to mid-August, bringing the most
significant amount of rainfall. This is followed by a major dry season from mid-August
to early December, although "dry" in a tropical rainforest context is a relative term.

Later in the year, there's a minor wet season from early December to early February.
This is then followed by a shorter dry season from early February to late April, bridging
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the gap before the major rains return.

Annual rainfall varies across the country, with the central and southeastern parts
generally receiving the most precipitation. While the coastal plains might average
around 1,500 to 2,500 mm (about 59 to 98 inches) annually, the central region can
see between 2,500 and 3,000 mm (about 98 to 118 inches). Paramaribo receives an
average of approximately 2,200 mm (about 87 inches) of rain per year.

The consistent heat and abundant rainfall, combined with the varied topography,
create a perfect stage for the incredible diversity of plant life that calls Suriname
home. The geography provides the different stages – from coastal mudflats to
mountain slopes – and the climate provides the necessary conditions for a botanical
drama to unfold in countless forms. Understanding this fundamental setting is the first
step in appreciating the native plants that have adapted to and shaped this unique
South American nation.
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