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Introduction

Algeria stands as a unique and compelling nation in North Africa, notable not just for
its vast landscapes and rich culture, but also for the distinctive path its political
system has taken since independence in 1962. As the largest country in Africa by land
area, Algeria's journey from colonial rule to sovereignty shaped the formation of its
governmental institutions and the principles underlying them. Today, Algeria operates
as a constitutional semi-presidential republic, with a multifaceted government that
blends elements of both presidential and parliamentary systems.

Understanding how the Algerian government works is essential for grasping the
country's current affairs, its society, and its interactions on the regional and global
stage. The Algerian state has experienced significant constitutional and political
transformations that influence the lives of its citizens and the exercise of government
authority. The relationship between state structures, the separation of powers, and the
continued evolution of democratic processes remain central to Algeria's development.

This book seeks to offer an in-depth, accessible exploration of the Algerian
government system, examining every layer from the national institutions down to local
governance. It begins with the historical context that set the foundations for Algeria’s
independence and constitutional framework, then moves through the roles and
structures of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, as well as the
specialized institutions that help anchor the rule of law and democratic accountability.
Detailed attention is given to how laws are made and enforced, how local
administration operates, and the ways in which citizens engage with or are affected by
these bodies.

Algeria’s political system has often reflected both aspirations for greater citizen
participation and the reality of a strong executive authority. This tension is manifest in
its evolving constitution, the balance of powers, and the shifting political landscape,
including the emergence of multi-party politics and periodic demands for reform. Adds
to this complexity the administrative divisions—wilayas, dairas, and communes—each
a vital part of how governance is experienced across the country’s diverse regions.

This guide is designed for anyone seeking a comprehensive and clear explanation of
Algeria’s government, whether they are students, researchers, professionals, or simply
curious observers. With a focus on clarity and depth, each chapter breaks down
complicated institutions and legal frameworks into understandable segments,
complemented by historical context and considerations of ongoing challenges.

By the end of this book, readers will have gained not only factual knowledge about the
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structure and operations of the Algerian state, but also insight into the interactions
between government, law, and society. In times marked by civic engagement and
calls for change, such understanding is crucial for those wishing to grasp the present
and anticipate the future of governance in Algeria.
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CHAPTER ONE: Algeria: An Overview of History and
Independence

Algeria, a land steeped in millennia of history, sits strategically on the North African
coast, a crossroads of civilizations and a land shaped by the ebb and flow of empires.
Before the arrival of European colonial powers, the region that is now Algeria had a
rich and complex tapestry of cultures and polities. From the ancient Numidian
kingdoms, whose horsemen were legendary and whose leaders, like Masinissa and
Jugurtha, challenged the might of Rome, to the periods of Vandal and Byzantine rule,
the land saw many rulers and peoples. The arrival of Islam in the 7th century marked
a profound turning point, integrating the region into the wider Islamic world and
shaping its social, cultural, and political landscape for centuries to come. Various
dynasties, including the Zirids and Hammadids, held sway, contributing to the region's
distinct identity. For several centuries leading up to the 19th century, Algeria existed
as an autonomous province of the Ottoman Empire, with a notable naval power that
influenced Mediterranean trade.

The 19th century, however, brought a dramatic and unwelcome shift. In 1830, France
invaded Algeria, ostensibly to address a diplomatic incident involving the Dey of
Algiers. The French conquest began with the capture of the capital, Algiers, but it was
far from a swift or easy affair. Algerian resistance, though initially fragmented, was
persistent and fierce. One of the most prominent figures to emerge during this period
was Emir Abdelkader, who for years led a powerful resistance movement in the
western part of the country, uniting tribes against the invading forces. Despite facing a
technologically superior and increasingly numerous French army, Abdelkader's
struggle became a powerful symbol of Algerian defiance. The French conquest was
marked by brutal tactics and a systematic effort to dismantle existing Algerian societal
structures and seize control of land.

By 1848, France declared Algeria an integral part of its territory, organizing it into
departments similar to those in mainland France. This was a crucial step in solidifying
French control and set Algeria apart from other French colonies, which were often
administered separately. The process of colonization intensified, with significant land
appropriation and the establishment of a large European settler population, known as
"pieds-noirs". These settlers, who by the late 19th century constituted roughly one-
tenth of the total population, wielded considerable influence and power, further
marginalizing the indigenous Muslim Algerian population. Policies implemented during
this era were often discriminatory, limiting opportunities and imposing economic
hardship on Algerians.
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Despite the imposition of French rule and the challenges faced by the Algerian
population, the spirit of resistance never fully extinguished. While large-scale armed
resistance was suppressed by the late 19th century, opposition to French rule
continued to simmer, taking on new forms in the early 20th century. The experience of
Algerians serving in the French army during World War | and working in French
factories exposed them to new ideas and perspectives. This period saw the emergence
of various nationalist movements, each with slightly different approaches, ranging
from those who initially sought assimilation and equal rights within a French
framework to those who advocated for a distinct Algerian identity and eventual
independence. Figures like Emir Khaled, a grandson of Abdelkader, and later Ferhat
Abbas, represented the more reformist and assimilationist currents initially.
Simultaneously, religious reformers sought to preserve and promote Algerian-Islamic
culture in the face of French attempts at cultural assimilation.

The interwar period saw the growth of more radical nationalist sentiments. Messali
Hadj emerged as a key figure, forming organizations that explicitly called for Algerian
independence. These early nationalist groups faced significant obstacles, including
suppression by the French authorities and internal divisions. However, they laid crucial
groundwork for the future independence movement. The events of World War I
proved to be a catalyst. The Sétif and Guelma massacre in May 1945, where Algerian
demonstrations for independence were met with brutal repression by French forces,
deeply shocked the Algerian population and further radicalized the nationalist cause.
This tragic event is widely seen as a major turning point, demonstrating that peaceful
means were unlikely to achieve the desired outcome and pushing the movement
towards armed struggle.

In the years following World War Il, the various strands of Algerian nationalism began
to coalesce, fueled by the frustrations of unfulfilled promises of reform and the brutal
realities of colonial rule. The realization grew among many that complete
independence was the only viable path forward. This led to the formation of a unified
front to spearhead the armed struggle. In 1954, a group of young militants from the
Movement for the Triumph of Democratic Liberties (MTLD), a party founded by Messali
Hadj, formed the Revolutionary Committee of Unity and Action (CRUA), which soon
transformed into the National Liberation Front, or FLN. The FLN's objective was clear:
to achieve Algeria's independence from France through armed revolution.

The Algerian War of Independence officially began on November 1, 1954, with a series
of coordinated attacks by FLN guerrillas across Algeria, a date commemorated as
"Toussaint Rouge" (Red All Saints' Day). This marked the start of a brutal and
protracted conflict that would last for nearly eight years. The war was characterized by
intense guerrilla warfare waged by the FLN's armed wing, the National Liberation Army
(ALN), against a large French military presence that eventually numbered half a
million troops. Both sides employed brutal tactics, and the conflict resulted in a
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devastating loss of life, with estimates of Algerian deaths reaching as high as 1.5
million.

The war was not confined to Algeria; it had significant repercussions in mainland
France and garnered international attention. The Battle of Algiers in 1956-57, an urban
guerrilla campaign, brought the conflict into sharp focus and highlighted the harsh
realities of the war. As the war dragged on and its human and political costs mounted,
public opinion in France became increasingly divided and weary. International
pressure also began to build, with the Algerian issue being raised at the United
Nations.

By the late 1950s, the political landscape in France was significantly impacted by the
Algerian War, leading to the collapse of the Fourth Republic and the return of Charles
de Gaulle to power in 1958. De Gaulle, recognizing the changing tides and the
unsustainability of continued colonial rule, eventually declared that Algerians had the
right to self-determination. This paved the way for negotiations between the French
government and the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic (GPRA), which
had been formed by the FLN in 1958.

After lengthy and often difficult negotiations, the Evian Accords were signed on March
18, 1962, in Evian-les-Bains, France. These agreements were a crucial step towards
ending the conflict and outlined the terms for Algerian independence and future
relations between France and Algeria. The Accords included provisions for a ceasefire,
which took effect on March 19, 1962, and the holding of a self-determination
referendum in Algeria.

The referendum on self-determination was held on July 1, 1962, and the result was an
overwhelming vote in favor of independence. On July 3, 1962, France officially
recognized Algeria's independence, and on July 5, 1962, Algeria declared its
independence. July 5th is celebrated annually as Algeria's Independence Day, a date
chosen to coincide with the anniversary of the French arrival in Algiers in 1830,
symbolizing the end of 132 years of colonial rule.

The achievement of independence, however, was not without its immediate
challenges and consequences. The transition period was marked by violence, including
acts by the Secret Army Organization (OAS), a far-right French paramilitary group that
opposed independence. The aftermath also saw a mass exodus of European settlers
(pieds-noirs) from Algeria to France, fearing reprisal. Additionally, many Muslim
Algerians who had supported the French also faced difficult circumstances. The newly
independent Algeria, under the leadership of the FLN, faced the monumental task of
building a new nation and establishing a functioning government system after decades
of colonial control and a devastating war.
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