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Introduction
Mexico’s government system is both rich in history and complex in practice. As a
federal republic established over a century ago, Mexico’s political organization is the
result of decades of evolution, societal demands, and significant constitutional
reforms. Understanding how the Mexican government works is essential for anyone
seeking to engage with Mexico, whether as a citizen, student, professional, or
interested observer. It is a system shaped by ideals of division of power, federalism,
and the aspiration for democratic governance across all levels.

The story of the Mexican government is grounded in its 1917 Constitution, a landmark
achievement that emerged from revolution and reform. This document established the
core structures of executive, legislative, and judicial power, and it continues to serve
as the legal and institutional backbone of the nation. Today’s government framework
embodies a strong presidency, a bicameral federal congress, and a layered judiciary
whose reach extends from the Supreme Court down to local courts in every state. At
the same time, the system has embraced checks and balances, periodic elections, and
a multi-party landscape that reflects the country’s growing political pluralism.

Notably, Mexico’s government is defined by its federal character, granting autonomy
to its 31 states and Mexico City while also binding them together under a national
vision. Each level of government—federal, state, and municipal—has constitutionally
defined powers and responsibilities, operating within a relationship that has shifted
over time from centralization to greater local autonomy and back again in response to
national challenges. At the municipal level, local governance is the foundation of daily
public life for millions of Mexicans, determining how services are delivered and policies
realized in communities across the country.

Recent decades have witnessed substantial democratization and reform. Landmark
changes have included the creation of autonomous electoral authorities, expanded
citizen participation, and measures to enhance transparency and combat corruption.
The process of making laws has evolved as well, with the Congress gaining more
independence from the executive, and newly established institutions working to
ensure a fairer, more accountable political system. Mexican society has played a
critical role in pushing for openness and reform, utilizing emerging mechanisms for
oversight and demanding ever greater responsiveness from their elected officials.

However, significant challenges remain. While the constitutional and institutional
design provides for separation of powers, genuine independence, and effective checks
and balances, the practical realities can be complicated by entrenched interests,
political competition, and uneven local capacities. Strengthening the rule of law,
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enhancing the judiciary’s effectiveness, and building public trust through meaningful
accountability are ongoing tasks. Furthermore, Mexico must continue to find ways to
modernize its public policies and governmental operations in the face of a dynamic
national and international environment.

This book aims to provide a comprehensive and accessible guide to how the Mexican
government functions—examining its institutions, electoral systems, political actors,
and policy processes at every level. Through detailed chapters that break down the
roles of the executive, legislature, judiciary, autonomous institutions, and the
mechanisms for citizen participation, readers will gain a clearer understanding of the
forces that shape Mexico’s governance. Whether you are seeking a close look at
national decision-making or the nuts and bolts of local government, this guide will
illuminate the perpetual balancing act at the heart of the Mexican political system.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Origins of the Mexican
Government System
To truly understand how the intricate machinery of the Mexican government operates
today, we must first journey back through the swirling mists of history. Like a mighty
river whose course is shaped by the terrain it traverses, Mexico's political landscape
has been carved by centuries of conquest, struggle, and the persistent yearning for
self-determination. The system we see now didn't spring fully formed from the desert;
it evolved, sometimes explosively, from earlier forms of rule, adapting and reacting to
the unique challenges and aspirations of the Mexican people.

Our story begins not with Mexico, but with New Spain, a vast and complex territory
under the dominion of the Spanish Crown for three centuries. The Spanish imposed a
highly centralized, hierarchical system of governance, designed primarily to serve the
interests of the monarchy across the Atlantic. At the apex of this structure sat the
Viceroy, a powerful figure appointed by the King of Spain to act as his direct
representative in the Americas. The Viceroy held immense authority, encompassing
executive, judicial, and military powers. He was the ultimate authority in the colony,
overseeing everything from tax collection to the defense of the realm.

Beneath the Viceroy, a complex bureaucracy administered the vast territories. Royal 
audiencias served as high courts, but also held administrative and legislative
functions, acting as a check on the Viceroy's power by reporting directly to the Council
of the Indies in Spain. Regional administration was managed by gobernadores, and in
more localized areas, corregidores and alcaldes mayores held sway, though these
positions were often associated with corruption. While not a formal separation of
powers as we understand it today, there were distinct spheres of colonial government
– political/administrative, judicial, military, financial, and ecclesiastical – sometimes
working in concert, sometimes in conflict. This layered system, while designed for
control, also inadvertently laid some groundwork for regional administration and legal
structures that would persist long after Spanish rule ended.

The stirrings of independence in the early 19th century were not just a rejection of
Spanish control, but also a complex internal struggle over what kind of nation Mexico
should become. The War of Independence, beginning in 1810, challenged the
centralized authority of the Viceroyalty. When independence was finally achieved in
1821, after years of costly conflict, Mexico faced the monumental task of building a
new government from scratch. The immediate aftermath saw a brief, rather ill-fated
experiment with monarchy under Agustín de Iturbide. This quickly collapsed, paving
the way for the establishment of a republic.
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The early decades of independent Mexico were marked by intense debate and
instability, primarily centered around a fundamental question: should Mexico be a
centralized republic with power concentrated in Mexico City, or a federal republic with
significant autonomy for the states? This ideological clash between Centralists and
Federalists defined much of the 19th century. Federalists, often drawing inspiration
from the United States, advocated for strong state governments, believing it would
better represent regional interests. Centralists, on the other hand, favored a powerful
national government to maintain order and unity across a diverse and often turbulent
nation.

This struggle played out through a succession of constitutions and coups. The Federal
Constitution of 1824 was the first to establish a federal republic, creating 19 states
with their own governors and congresses. However, this federalist experiment was
short-lived, plagued by instability and military interventions. By 1835, conservatives
repealed the 1824 Constitution and established a Centralist Republic under the Siete
Leyes (Seven Constitutional Laws), which replaced state legislatures with councils and
turned states into military departments. This period of centralism lasted until 1846,
when the 1824 Constitution was briefly restored before the Mexican-American War.

The mid-19th century brought a period of profound liberal reform known as La
Reforma, largely led by figures like Benito Juárez. Emerging after the overthrow of
Antonio López de Santa Anna's dictatorship, La Reforma aimed to modernize Mexico
by curtailing the immense power of the Catholic Church and the military, which were
seen as obstacles to progress and equality. Key Leyes (Laws) enacted during this time
included the Ley Juárez, which limited the special privileges of the clergy and military,
and the Ley Lerdo, which forced the sale of church lands not used for religious
purposes. These reforms, enshrined in the liberal Constitution of 1857, advocated for
separation of church and state, equality before the law, and civil liberties. The 1857
Constitution is considered Mexico's second official constitution and reinforced a federal
structure, though its implementation sparked fierce resistance from conservatives,
leading to the brutal War of Reform (1858-1860).

Despite the liberal victory in the War of Reform, Mexico's troubles were far from over.
The country was left weakened and indebted, which, coupled with conservative
appeals for foreign intervention, led to the French Intervention and the imposition of a
Second Mexican Empire under Emperor Maximilian in the 1860s. However, Mexican
liberal forces, again led by Juárez, eventually triumphed, restoring the republic and
solidifying the principles of La Reforma.

Following this period of intense conflict, Mexico entered an era that would dramatically
shape its path: the Porfiriato. This was the long presidency, often described as a
dictatorship, of Porfirio Díaz, who first took power in 1876. Díaz brought a period of
unprecedented stability and modernization to Mexico, attracting foreign investment

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

and expanding infrastructure like railroads. However, this stability came at the cost of
political liberties and social justice. Díaz maintained power through a combination of
co-optation and repression, effectively neutralizing political opposition and controlling
the press and the courts. While constitutional processes were maintained in form, in
reality, the government became a highly centralized authoritarian regime. The
principle of "no re-election," a key tenet of the liberals, was disregarded as Díaz was
repeatedly re-elected. This era saw significant economic growth, but the benefits were
largely concentrated among the elite and foreign investors, leading to widespread
discontent among peasants and the burgeoning middle class. The concentration of
land ownership became a major grievance.

The simmering resentment against the Porfiriato finally boiled over in 1910, igniting
the Mexican Revolution. Initially sparked by Francisco I. Madero's call for an uprising to
overthrow Díaz and restore the principles of the 1857 Constitution, the Revolution
quickly evolved into a complex and multifaceted conflict with diverse social and
economic demands. Figures like Emiliano Zapata and Pancho Villa led movements
demanding land reform and social justice for peasants and indigenous communities,
encapsulated in Zapata's powerful slogan "Tierra y Libertad" (Land and Freedom).

The Revolution was a chaotic and violent period, with different factions vying for
control and defining the future of Mexico. While the immediate goal was the removal
of Díaz, the deeper aspirations involved fundamental changes to Mexico's social and
political structure. This tumultuous period ultimately led to the convening of a
constituent congress in Querétaro in 1916 to draft a new constitution that would
address the revolutionary demands and establish a more just and equitable
government system. The result was the Political Constitution of the United Mexican
States of 1917, the document that continues to serve as the foundation of the Mexican
government today. Born from the ashes of revolution, the 1917 Constitution sought to
build upon the liberal traditions of La Reforma while incorporating the social and
economic demands of the revolutionary factions. It was a pivotal moment, setting the
stage for the modern Mexican state and its governmental framework.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace

http://www.tcpdf.org

