
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Understanding how the Indian
Government Works
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 Foundations of the Indian Government: Historical and
Constitutional Evolution
Chapter 2 The Indian Constitution: Framework and Principles
Chapter 3 Federalism: The Division of Powers
Chapter 4 The Executive Branch: Structure and Functions
Chapter 5 The President of India: Role and Powers
Chapter 6 The Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers
Chapter 7 The Vice-President: Office and Responsibilities
Chapter 8 Parliament of India: Composition and Powers
Chapter 9 Lok Sabha: House of the People
Chapter 10 Rajya Sabha: Council of States
Chapter 11 The Law-Making Process in India
Chapter 12 The Judiciary: Structure and Independence
Chapter 13 The Supreme Court of India: Guardian of the Constitution
Chapter 14 High Courts and Subordinate Judiciary
Chapter 15 Judicial Review and Fundamental Rights
Chapter 16 State Governments: Structure and Administration
Chapter 17 The Role of Governors and State Executives
Chapter 18 State Legislatures: Vidhan Sabhas and Vidhan Parishads
Chapter 19 Local Self-Government: Panchayati Raj Institutions
Chapter 20 Urban Local Governance: Municipalities and Corporations
Chapter 21 The Electoral System and the Election Commission
Chapter 22 Political Parties and the Indian Electoral System
Chapter 23 Financial Relations and Fiscal Federalism
Chapter 24 Centre-State Relations: Cooperation and Conflict
Chapter 25 Checks and Balances: Mechanisms for Accountability

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
India, the world’s largest democracy, is a country of extraordinary diversity and
complexity. Its governing system is the product of centuries of historical evolution,
social transformation, and the unique challenges faced by a nation of over a billion
people. From the snow-capped mountains of the north to the vibrant coasts of the
south, from bustling cosmopolitan cities to millions of village communities, the Indian
government’s reach and responsibilities stretch across all corners of its vast and
culturally rich landscape.

Understanding how the Indian government works is essential not only for students of
politics, administration, and law, but also for every citizen who participates in the
world’s most ambitious democratic experiment. This book is written as a
comprehensive guide to the institutions, principles, and processes that define
governance in India at every level—from the powerful national government to the
deeply rooted local bodies that bring decision-making to the grassroots. Through
careful examination and clear explanations, we seek to demystify the complex
machinery that underpins the functioning of the state in India.

India operates under a federal structure with a unitary bias—an innovative model that
balances the needs of a unified nation with the aspirations of its states and regions. Its
system is underpinned by the Constitution of India, a remarkable document designed
to safeguard liberty, equality, and justice for all citizens, while providing robust
mechanisms for governance and accountability. The architecture of the Indian
government encompasses three main branches—the Executive, the Legislature, and
the Judiciary—each endowed with distinct powers and responsibilities, operating within
a framework of checks and balances.

At the heart of the government are the elected representatives: from the Members of
Parliament and the Prime Minister at the national level, to state Chief Ministers and
Members of the Legislative Assemblies, right down to municipal councilors and village
panchayat leaders. Complementing these are independent constitutional authorities
such as the Election Commission and the Comptroller and Auditor General, which play
vital roles in upholding the integrity of government operations.

The Indian government’s structure evolves constantly to respond to new challenges.
As the country navigates the demands of economic modernization, social justice, and
rapid technological change, government institutions at all levels are adapting to
ensure effective public service delivery, transparency, and empowerment of the
people. Federalism, decentralization, and an active judicial system are just some of
the features that help maintain a balance between unity and diversity, central
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authority and local autonomy.

This book invites you to explore every facet of India’s system of governance. Whether
you are a student, teacher, aspiring public servant, an engaged citizen, or simply
curious about how the machinery of the state works, you will find here a clear,
systematic overview of the theory, structure, and practice of government in India. By
equipping yourself with this knowledge, you participate more fully in the democratic
process and help build a stronger future for the country.
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CHAPTER ONE: Foundations of the Indian
Government: Historical and Constitutional Evolution
To truly grasp the intricate workings of the Indian government today, we must first
embark on a journey through time, exploring the historical currents and constitutional
milestones that shaped this vast and diverse nation. India's political landscape didn't
appear overnight; it's the result of centuries of invasions, empires, colonial rule, and a
hard-fought struggle for independence. Each era left its mark, contributing layers to
the complex tapestry of governance we see now.

Our story begins long before the modern state, in a land that was a mosaic of
kingdoms, empires, and regional powers. Ancient India saw the rise and fall of mighty
dynasties like the Mauryas and Guptas, which established sophisticated administrative
systems, legal codes, and concepts of centralized authority, albeit often coexisting
with significant local autonomy. These early forms of governance, while vastly
different from today's democratic framework, planted seeds of organized statecraft
and a sense of shared cultural identity across disparate regions.

The medieval period brought new influences, notably with the establishment of the
Delhi Sultanate and later the Mughal Empire. These rulers introduced centralized
administrative structures, revenue systems, and legal frameworks that had a lasting
impact, particularly in terms of bureaucracy and land administration. The Mughals, for
instance, developed a complex system of provincial administration and a hierarchical
bureaucracy, elements of which inadvertently paved the way for later administrative
frameworks. Even as empires rose and fell, the idea of a large, centrally organized
polity coexisting with diverse local customs and power structures remained a recurring
theme.

However, the most direct and transformative influence on modern Indian governance
came with the advent of European trading companies, particularly the British East
India Company. What began as a purely commercial venture gradually morphed into
political dominance. The Company's need to administer its growing territories led to
the introduction of administrative and legal systems based on British models.
Following the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, the British Crown took direct control, ushering in
the era of the British Raj.

The British Raj, spanning nearly 90 years, fundamentally reshaped India's political and
administrative landscape. While primarily focused on consolidating power and
exploiting resources, British rule inadvertently laid some foundational elements for
future governance. They introduced a unified administrative structure across vast
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territories, established a modern judicial system based on common law principles, and
developed infrastructure like railways and telegraphs that, while serving imperial
interests, also integrated the country in new ways.

Crucially, the British period saw the gradual introduction of limited forms of
representative government, often in response to growing Indian political
consciousness and demands. Acts like the Indian Councils Act of 1861 and 1892
expanded the size and functions of legislative councils, allowing limited Indian
participation, though still firmly under British control. The Minto-Morley Reforms of
1909, formally known as the Indian Councils Act, introduced separate electorates for
Muslims, a controversial measure with long-term implications for communal politics,
but also a step, however flawed, towards recognizing diverse political identities.

The Government of India Act of 1919, based on the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms,
marked a more significant, though still limited, step towards self-governance. It
introduced 'dyarchy' in the provinces, dividing subjects into 'transferred' (managed by
Indian ministers responsible to legislative councils) and 'reserved' (managed by British
officials). It also established a bicameral legislature at the Centre, though with
restricted powers. This act, while falling far short of Indian aspirations, provided
valuable experience in legislative and ministerial functions for Indian leaders.

Perhaps the most significant legislative precursor to independent India's constitution
was the Government of India Act of 1935. This lengthy and detailed act proposed an
All-India Federation, dividing powers between the Centre and provinces and
introducing provincial autonomy. Although the federal part never fully materialized
due to the reluctance of princely states to join, the provincial autonomy provisions
were implemented and formed the basis for governance in the provinces until
independence. The Act introduced direct elections, expanded the franchise, and laid
down the framework for the structure of provincial governments, including the office
of Governor and the council of ministers responsible to the legislature. Many features
of the 1935 Act, including the federal structure (albeit with a strong centre), the
distribution of powers between Centre and units, and the basic framework of the
executive and legislature, found their way into the Constitution of India.

Parallel to these constitutional developments under British rule was the burgeoning
Indian independence movement. Led by figures like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, and many others, the movement was not just about
removing foreign rule but also about envisioning the future of an independent India.
This vision was shaped by diverse ideologies – from Gandhi's emphasis on self-rule
and village republics to Nehru's commitment to a modern, secular, socialist
democracy.

The Karachi Resolution of 1931, adopted by the Indian National Congress, outlined the
vision for independent India's constitution, including fundamental rights, minority
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rights, and socio-economic objectives. This reflected a growing consensus among
nationalist leaders about the kind of state they wanted to build – one that would
protect individual liberties, ensure social justice, and represent the will of its people.
The experiences of colonial rule, marked by discrimination and denial of rights, fueled
a strong desire for a constitution that would guarantee equality and freedom for all
citizens.

With the end of World War II, the demand for independence became irresistible. The
British government finally agreed to grant India independence and decided to convene
a Constituent Assembly to draft the constitution. The idea of a Constituent Assembly,
elected by the Indian people to frame their own constitution, had been a long-standing
demand of the nationalist movement, first formally articulated by the Indian National
Congress in 1935.

The Constituent Assembly was constituted in November 1946 under the scheme
formulated by the Cabinet Mission Plan. Its members were elected indirectly by the
members of the existing Provincial Legislative Assemblies, with representation
allocated roughly in proportion to the population of each province and princely state.
This ensured a broad base of representation from different parts of the country and
various communities. Though elected indirectly on a restricted franchise (based on the
Government of India Act 1935), the Assembly included many of the most prominent
leaders of the independence movement and represented a wide spectrum of political
thought.

The first meeting of the Constituent Assembly was held on December 9, 1946, in Delhi.
Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, the oldest member, was elected as the interim President.
Tragically, this period was also marked by the escalating violence and political
uncertainty surrounding the impending partition of India. The Muslim League, which
had demanded a separate state of Pakistan, largely boycotted the Assembly in its
initial stages, complicating the process.

On December 13, 1946, Jawaharlal Nehru moved the historic 'Objectives Resolution' in
the Assembly. This resolution outlined the guiding principles and philosophy of the
future constitution, declaring India to be an independent, sovereign republic,
guaranteeing justice, equality, and freedom to all its people, and ensuring adequate
safeguards for minorities, backward classes, and tribal areas. The Objectives
Resolution was unanimously adopted by the Assembly on January 22, 1947, and
served as the preamble to the Constitution, embodying the aspirations of the nation.

The Constituent Assembly was not merely a drafting body; it also acted as the
provisional Parliament of India until the first general elections were held. This dual role
was significant, allowing the Assembly members to engage in the practicalities of
governance while simultaneously deliberating on the fundamental law of the land. The
Assembly conducted its work through various committees, each tasked with specific
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subjects like Union Powers, Fundamental Rights, Minorities, Provincial Constitutions,
etc.

Perhaps the most important of these was the Drafting Committee, chaired by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, often referred to as the chief architect of the Indian Constitution. The
Drafting Committee was set up on August 29, 1947, and was responsible for preparing
a detailed draft of the constitution based on the reports submitted by the various
committees and the resolutions adopted by the Assembly. Dr. Ambedkar's deep
knowledge of constitutional law, his commitment to social justice, and his meticulous
approach were invaluable in shaping the final document.

The process of drafting was arduous and time-consuming, involving extensive
deliberations, debates, and revisions. The Drafting Committee prepared the first draft
of the Constitution in February 1948, which was then subjected to public discussion
and scrutiny. Thousands of amendments were proposed, and the Assembly held
lengthy sessions debating each clause. The members brought diverse perspectives
and concerns to the floor, reflecting the pluralistic nature of India and the complexities
of building a new nation from scratch.

The debates within the Constituent Assembly provide fascinating insights into the
vision and compromises that shaped the Constitution. Issues such as the nature of the
federal system, the balance between individual rights and collective good, the
protection of minority rights, the language question, and the structure of the executive
and judiciary were debated with passion and intellectual rigor. The members drew
upon lessons from constitutional systems around the world, adapting them to the
unique Indian context.

For instance, the framers looked to the British parliamentary system for the structure
of the executive and legislature, the American constitution for the concept of judicial
review and fundamental rights, the Irish constitution for Directive Principles of State
Policy, and the Canadian constitution for the federal structure with a strong center.
However, these were not mere borrowings; they were critically examined, debated,
and modified to suit India's historical background, social realities, and future
aspirations.

The Constitution-makers were acutely aware of the challenges facing a newly
independent nation: poverty, illiteracy, social inequality, and the need to integrate
diverse regions and communities. They envisioned a constitution that would not only
establish a democratic political framework but also serve as an instrument of social
and economic transformation. This is reflected in the inclusion of chapters on
Fundamental Rights, guaranteeing civil liberties, and Directive Principles of State
Policy, outlining the state's goals for social justice and welfare.

After nearly three years of extensive deliberation, the Constituent Assembly adopted
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the Constitution of India on November 26, 1949. This date is celebrated as
Constitution Day in India. The Constitution, however, came into full effect on January
26, 1950, which is celebrated as Republic Day. This date was chosen to commemorate
the Purna Swaraj (complete self-rule) declaration by the Indian National Congress in
1930.

The commencement of the Constitution on January 26, 1950, marked the birth of the
Republic of India. The country transitioned from being a British dominion to a
sovereign democratic republic with a President as the head of state. The Constitution
provided the supreme law of the land, establishing the framework for governance,
defining the powers and functions of the different branches of government, and
enshrining the rights and duties of citizens.

The historical journey from ancient kingdoms through colonial rule and the
independence struggle culminated in the creation of this monumental document. The
Constitution of India was a product of its time, shaped by the immediate challenges of
partition, the legacy of colonial administration, and the aspirations of a nation
yearning for self-determination and progress. It sought to create a united, democratic,
and just society out of a subcontinent marked by immense diversity and historical
divisions.

The evolution did not stop with the adoption of the Constitution. While the
fundamental structure and principles laid down in 1950 remain the bedrock of Indian
governance, the Constitution itself has been amended numerous times to adapt to
changing social, economic, and political realities. The interpretation of the Constitution
by the judiciary has also played a crucial role in its evolution, clarifying its provisions
and expanding its scope in response to new challenges and societal needs.

Thus, understanding the historical context – the administrative legacy of the British
Raj, the ideals of the freedom struggle, the challenges faced by the Constituent
Assembly, and the influences drawn from various global constitutions – is vital to
appreciating the philosophical underpinnings and structural design of the Indian
government system. It helps explain why India adopted a parliamentary system, why
its federalism has a strong central bias, why fundamental rights are justiciable, and
why the state has a role to play in social welfare. The foundations laid during this
period continue to influence the dynamics of governance in India today, making this
historical journey an indispensable starting point for our exploration.
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