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Introduction

The Socialist Republic of Vietham represents a uniqgue example of governance in the
modern world, defined by its unitary state structure and the dominant leadership of a
single political party — the Communist Party of Vietham (CPV). Since declaring
independence in 1945, Vietnam has navigated wars, reunification, and the transition
toward a socialist-oriented market economy, all underpinned by a government system
that blends legal formality with the guiding hand of the Party. Understanding this
system is essential for anyone seeking to comprehend the country’s political,
economic, and social transformation.

This book, "Understanding how the Vietnamese Government Works: A Guide to the
Viethamese Government System," aims to provide readers with a clear and
comprehensive overview of Vietnam'’s state institutions and their complex interplay at
all administrative levels. It explores the constitutional foundations, the hierarchy of
government bodies, and the principal functions of the legislative, executive, and
judicial branches. While the Constitution legally enshrines the separation of powers, in
practice Vietham’s model emphasizes unity and coordination under the overarching
leadership of the CPV.

Beyond the central authorities in Hanoi, the Vietnamese government system unfolds
through a meticulous administrative hierarchy, extending from provinces and centrally-
controlled municipalities to towns, districts, and down to the communal level. Each
layer has its own legislative and executive components, ensuring that the government
can implement national directives efficiently while responding to the needs of local
communities. This multilevel approach not only strengthens state control but also
provides important venues for citizen participation through elected bodies such as
People’s Councils.

A defining feature of the Vietnamese system is the prominent role of mass
organizations — most notably the Vietnamese Fatherland Front, trade unions, and
various associations — which serve as a bridge between the Party, the state, and the
people. These entities both mobilize public support and monitor the implementation of
policies, playing an integral part in the system of governance.

The book also scrutinizes the checks and balances — formal and informal — that
shape the Viethamese government, from anti-corruption mechanisms and legal
reforms to the processes of policy-making and supervision. It addresses questions
surrounding the practical workings of elections, the protection of human rights, and
the ongoing efforts to modernize and adapt the state apparatus in a rapidly changing
society.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

By guiding readers through each aspect of the Viethamese government system, this
volume seeks to demystify its structure and function. Whether you are a student,
researcher, policy analyst, business professional, or simply someone curious about
Vietnam, this book will equip you with the historical background and contemporary
insights necessary to understand the dynamics at play within one of Southeast Asia’s
most enduring political systems.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Historical Evolution of the
Vietnamese Political System

To understand the intricacies of the Vietnamese government as it exists today, one
must first journey through the rich and often tumultuous history that shaped it.
Vietnam's political landscape is not a sudden creation but the product of millennia of
development, punctuated by periods of foreign domination, fierce resistance,
revolution, and profound societal change. The echoes of past dynasties, colonial rule,
and ideological struggles resonate within the modern state structure, providing
context for its unique characteristics.

For centuries, Viethamese governance was deeply influenced by Chinese models,
characterized by a centralized imperial bureaucracy, Confucian principles of social
order, and hierarchical administration extending from the imperial court to the village
level. While the form evolved over time, a consistent theme was the concept of a
unified state, often struggling against external pressures while seeking to maintain
internal cohesion. This long tradition of centralized rule and national identity would
prove resilient through later periods of foreign control.

The arrival of French colonial power in the mid-19th century dramatically disrupted
this established order. The French imposed a new administrative structure, dividing
Vietnam into three regions (Tonkin, Annam, and Cochinchina) with varying degrees of
direct and indirect rule. This period saw the erosion of traditional institutions and the
introduction of Western administrative concepts, albeit in a form designed to serve
colonial interests. The experience of subjugation under French rule fostered powerful
nationalist sentiments and laid the groundwork for modern resistance movements.

Resistance to French rule took many forms, from traditionalist uprisings led by
mandarins and scholars to the emergence of new political forces inspired by Western
ideas of democracy, constitutionalism, and, crucially, socialism. Among these rising
forces, the Indochinese Communist Party, founded by Ho Chi Minh in 1930, gradually
gained prominence due to its organized structure, nationalist appeal, and promise of
both national liberation and social revolution. The Party's strategy involved mobilizing
various segments of society, including peasants, workers, and intellectuals, under a
unified banner against colonial oppression.

The Second World War created a pivotal opportunity. As French authority weakened
under Japanese occupation, the Viet Minh, a nationalist and communist-led
independence movement, expanded its influence, establishing liberated zones and
building a popular base. Following Japan's surrender in August 1945, the Viet Minh
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seized control in a swift series of uprisings known as the August Revolution. This
watershed moment led to the abdication of the last emperor and, on September 2,
1945, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the independence of Vietham and the establishment of
the Democratic Republic of Vietham (DRV) in Hanoi.

The fledgling DRV immediately faced immense challenges, including famine, illiteracy,
and the return of French forces determined to reassert control. The period between
1945 and 1954 was dominated by the First Indochina War, a struggle for
independence against France. During this war, the DRV government in the North
began to solidify its political system, heavily influenced by socialist principles and the
organizational structure of the Communist Party. This included establishing a
provisional government, laying the groundwork for administrative structures, and
preparing for nationwide elections.

The victory at Dien Bien Phu in 1954 forced France to negotiate, leading to the Geneva
Accords. However, these accords resulted in the temporary division of Vietham at the
17th parallel, pending reunification elections that never occurred. This division
cemented two distinct political entities: the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in the
North, a socialist state under the sole leadership of the Lao Dong (Workers') Party of
Vietnam (the name adopted by the Communist Party), and the Republic of Vietnam in
the South, which pursued a non-communist path, initially supported by France and
later the United States.

In the North, the Lao Dong Party proceeded to build a socialist state apparatus. A new
constitution was adopted in 1959, solidifying the Party's leading role and outlining the
structure of the state, including the National Assembly as the highest organ of state
power, the government, and the judiciary. Land reform was implemented, and the
economy was centrally planned. The political system in the North, forged in the
crucible of war and ideological commitment, became increasingly centralized and
focused on achieving national reunification and building socialism.

Meanwhile, in the South, a different political system emerged, characterized by
multiple changes in leadership and varying degrees of authoritarianism, though
formally structured with legislative and executive branches distinct from the North.
The stark contrast between the political systems of the North and South, fueled by
external intervention, set the stage for the next phase of conflict - the Second
Indochina War, widely known internationally as the Vietnam War.

The prolonged and devastating war ultimately ended in 1975 with the military victory
of the North and the reunification of the country. This event marked the end of the
division and the extension of the political system developed in the North to the entire
nation. In 1976, the Socialist Republic of Vietham was formally established, with Hanoi
as its capital. A new constitution was promulgated in 1980, further consolidating the
socialist legal framework and the leading position of the Communist Party (reverting to
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its original name, the Communist Party of Vietham - CPV).

The immediate post-reunification period presented enormous challenges, including
economic hardship, the integration of the South, and international isolation. The
centrally planned economy struggled to meet the needs of the unified nation.
Recognition grew within the Party leadership that significant reforms were necessary
to ensure the country's stability and development. This realization culminated in the
adoption of the PGi MGi (Renovation) policy at the Sixth National Congress of the CPV
in 1986.

DEi Méi represented a fundamental shift, initiating economic liberalization and opening
Vietnam to the global economy. While primarily focused on economic reforms, it also
had significant implications for the political system. The Party maintained its leading
role but acknowledged the need for renovating its methods of leadership and
improving the efficiency of the state apparatus. This period saw gradual reforms
aimed at enhancing the rule of law, separating the functions of the Party and the
state, and strengthening the role of elected bodies like the National Assembly.

Subsequent constitutional revisions, notably in 1992 and leading up to the 2013
Constitution, reflected the evolving political and economic landscape. These
amendments sought to institutionalize the achievements of DGi Mdi, clarify the
functions and powers of state organs, and place greater emphasis on citizen rights,
while firmly upholding the principle of the Communist Party's leadership. The historical
trajectory, from ancient rule through colonialism, revolution, division, reunification,
and reform, created the foundation upon which the contemporary Vietnamese
government system is built.
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