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Introduction
Understanding the ways in which the Bangladeshi government operates is essential
for any citizen, student, or observer who wishes to appreciate the dynamics of
governance in one of South Asia’s most populous and vibrant nations. With its roots in
a tumultuous struggle for independence and shaped by a series of constitutional and
political transformations, Bangladesh today stands as a unitary parliamentary republic
guided by principles of democracy, secularism, and popular sovereignty. The
government’s structure and functioning not only define the relationship between the
state and its people, but they also lay the foundation for the country’s development,
justice, and social harmony.

At the heart of this government system is the Constitution of Bangladesh, adopted in
1972 after the birth of the new nation. The Constitution defines the core institutions of
the state: it establishes the framework for the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches and enshrines the rights and freedoms of every Bangladeshi citizen. Over
the decades, political shifts and constitutional amendments have refined the country’s
parliamentary system, reinforcing the separation of powers while also presenting
unique challenges in governance and administration.

Bangladesh’s central government, headquartered in Dhaka, is characterized by a
significant separation between the ceremonial and the actual wielders of executive
power: the President stands as the formal head of state, while the Prime Minister,
supported by the Cabinet, serves as the central force in policy and administration. The
unicameral Parliament, the Jatiya Sangsad, is entrusted with lawmaking and executive
oversight, ensuring that the government remains accountable to the citizens. The
independent judiciary, headed by the Supreme Court, interprets laws, protects
constitutional mandates, and upholds justice, safeguarding the rule of law for all.

Yet, the government of Bangladesh is not monolithic; it includes a vibrant local
government system designed to bring administration and essential services closer to
the people’s doorsteps. Through elected councils and officials at various
administrative levels—from divisions and districts to upazilas, unions, and city
corporations—local governments manage development, infrastructure, public order,
and communal well-being across the country. The interplay between central authority
and local autonomy remains a subject of ongoing evolution and reform.

This book is dedicated to demystifying the structure and processes of the Bangladeshi
government, both at the national and the local levels. Each chapter examines a
specific institution or function, offering readers a clear, comprehensive, and up-to-date
understanding of how decisions are made, laws are passed, justice is delivered, and
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services are administered throughout the country. By exploring the history, legal
foundations, and current dynamics of governance in Bangladesh, the book hopes to
foster an informed and empowered citizenry.

Whether you are a student, policymaker, civic activist, or simply a curious reader, this
guide aims to equip you with the knowledge necessary to grasp the fundamental
workings of the Bangladeshi state. In doing so, it seeks to encourage greater
engagement with the democratic process, inspire thoughtful discourse on reform, and
instill an appreciation for the complexity and resilience of Bangladesh’s governmental
system.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Historical Foundations of the
Bangladeshi State
To understand the present-day structure and workings of the Bangladeshi
government, one must first delve into the historical crucible from which the nation
emerged. Bangladesh's journey to becoming a sovereign republic is a compelling
narrative shaped by centuries of shared cultural heritage, periods of external rule, and
a concentrated struggle for self-determination. The land that is now Bangladesh has a
rich and ancient history, a tapestry woven from the threads of various empires,
sultanates, and colonial powers. However, the most immediate historical context
relevant to its modern governmental form begins with the twilight of British colonial
rule in the Indian subcontinent.

The British Raj, which had governed South Asia for nearly two centuries, drew to a
close in 1947. The process of decolonization, while bringing independence, also
resulted in the partition of British India. This partition was primarily based on religious
demographics, leading to the creation of two independent states: India, with a Hindu
majority, and Pakistan, envisioned as a homeland for the Muslims of the subcontinent.
Pakistan was formed as a unique entity, consisting of two geographically separated
wings: West Pakistan and East Pakistan, the latter being the region that is now
Bangladesh. These two wings were divided by over a thousand miles of Indian
territory, a physical separation that would prove to be a significant factor in the
subsequent political developments.

East Pakistan, despite having a larger population than West Pakistan, was often
treated as a subordinate entity. The people of East Pakistan, predominantly Bengali
speakers, soon began to feel that their distinct cultural and linguistic identity was
under threat, and that they were being subjected to political and economic
discrimination by the ruling elite based in West Pakistan. This growing sense of
disparity and marginalization sowed the seeds of discontent and fueled the rise of
Bengali nationalism.

A pivotal moment in the assertion of Bengali identity and rights was the Language
Movement. Shortly after the creation of Pakistan, the central government declared
Urdu as the sole state language. This decision was met with widespread protest in
East Pakistan, where Bengali was the mother tongue of the vast majority of the
population. The movement, which began in 1948, gained momentum and reached a
tragic climax on February 21, 1952, when police fired upon student demonstrators in
Dhaka who were demanding the recognition of Bengali as a state language. The
sacrifices of those who died on that day cemented the Language Movement as a
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cornerstone of Bengali identity and a powerful symbol of resistance against linguistic
and cultural imposition. The movement eventually succeeded in compelling the
government to recognize Bengali as one of the state languages in 1956.

The Language Movement was a critical turning point, demonstrating the willingness of
the people of East Pakistan to challenge central authority and highlighting the deep
cultural and linguistic divide between the two wings of the country. It also served as
an inspiration for subsequent political movements that sought greater autonomy for
East Pakistan. Political leaders and parties emerged in East Pakistan advocating for
the rights and interests of the Bengali people. Among these, the Awami League,
founded in 1949, played a crucial role in mobilizing the population and articulating
their demands. Initially known as the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League, it later
became a secular party, reflecting the broader cultural rather than purely religious
basis of Bengali nationalism.

Economic disparities between the two wings of Pakistan also fueled the growing
discontent. East Pakistan, despite generating a significant portion of Pakistan's export
revenue, particularly from jute, saw a disproportionately small share of development
spending and resources compared to the western wing. This economic exploitation,
coupled with perceived political marginalization and administrative neglect, further
intensified the demand for regional autonomy.

In the mid-1960s, under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Awami League
put forth a historic set of demands known as the Six-Point Movement. This program
was essentially a charter for greater autonomy for East Pakistan, advocating for a true
federal system where the provinces would have significant control over their economic
and administrative affairs. The Six Points included demands for separate currency
arrangements, control over foreign exchange earnings, and the right to maintain a
militia or paramilitary force.

The Six-Point Movement resonated deeply with the people of East Pakistan and rapidly
gained widespread support, being hailed as the "charter of freedom." The central
government, however, viewed the demands as a veiled attempt at secession and
responded with repression, arresting Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and other Awami League
leaders. These actions, far from stifling the movement, only served to intensify the
struggle for self-determination.

The political situation reached a critical juncture following the general elections held in
December 1970. The Awami League, campaigning on the platform of the Six Points,
won a landslide victory, securing a clear majority in the National Assembly of Pakistan.
This electoral outcome should have paved the way for the Awami League to form the
central government, with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the Prime Minister. However, the
ruling elite in West Pakistan refused to transfer power, leading to a constitutional crisis
and escalating tensions.
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Negotiations between the Awami League and the West Pakistani leadership failed to
resolve the impasse. In a powerful speech on March 7, 1971, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
addressed a massive rally in Dhaka, effectively calling for independence and urging
the people to prepare for a struggle for liberation. This speech is considered a
momentous declaration, signaling the Bengali people's determination to achieve their
rights.

The culmination of years of political and economic grievances, cultural suppression,
and the denial of democratic rights arrived on the night of March 25, 1971. The
Pakistani military launched a brutal crackdown on the people of East Pakistan,
initiating 'Operation Searchlight'. This military action, aimed at crushing the Bengali
nationalist movement, involved widespread killings, arrests, and atrocities. In the face
of this aggression, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared the independence of Bangladesh
before his arrest.

The declaration of independence marked the beginning of the nine-month-long
Bangladesh Liberation War. The people of Bangladesh, organized into the Mukti Bahini
(Liberation Forces), bravely resisted the Pakistani army. The war was a period of
immense suffering and sacrifice, with a heavy toll on the civilian population. India
provided support to the Bengali forces, and the conflict eventually drew in India
directly.

The combined efforts of the Mukti Bahini and the Indian Armed Forces led to the
surrender of the Pakistani forces on December 16, 1971. This date is celebrated as
Victory Day in Bangladesh, marking the emergence of a new, independent nation on
the world map. The independent People's Republic of Bangladesh was born out of a
struggle that unified the Bengali people under a shared identity and a common
aspiration for freedom and self-governance. This hard-won independence provided the
foundation upon which the future governmental structure of Bangladesh would be
built.
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