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Introduction

Jair Bolsonaro's life and political ascent encapsulate one of Brazil’'s most
transformative and contentious epochs in recent history. From his modest beginnings
in the countryside of Sao Paulo to his rise as the nation's commander-in-chief,
Bolsonaro's journey reflects the complexities and contradictions of contemporary
Brazil. His path traverses a military career marked by discipline and dissatisfaction, a
protracted political campaign begun on the fringes, and a presidency that left an
indelible mark on the country’s institutions and its people.

Understanding Bolsonaro’s biography is essential for comprehending the political,
social, and cultural forces that have shaped modern Brazil. His story is not merely one
of personal ambition but also a mirror of national discontent and aspiration. Emerging
amidst widespread public frustration with systemic corruption and economic
instability, Bolsonaro leveraged his outsider status and populist rhetoric to capture the
imagination—and the anxieties—of millions. His rise occurred alongside deep political
polarization, revealing the challenges and dangers inherent in moments of profound
change.

This book explores the evolution of Bolsonaro’s beliefs and the personal experiences
that forged his combative public persona. It follows his early life in a family of Italian
and German descent, a formative period in Brazil's military, and the legislative
corridors where he honed his conservative ethos. Each chapter delves into a stage of
his trajectory—from his formative military years and the early days in Rio de Janeiro’s
municipal politics, to the tribulations and triumphs of twenty-seven years as a federal
deputy. These years saw him become both a staunch advocate of the armed forces
and a lightning rod for controversy, earning him both zealous supporters and vocal
critics.

The narrative continues through the dynamics of his coalition-building, his navigation
of volatile party politics, and the shifting political climate that made his 2018
presidential bid viable. Bolsonaro’s campaign tactics, his resilience in the face of
physical attack, and his savvy use of social media all signaled a new era in Brazilian
political strategy. As president, his administration’s policies and governance
style—marked by military appointments, deregulation efforts, and contentious
responses to crises—exposed deep-seated tensions in Brazilian society.

Ultimately, this biography seeks not only to recount the events and decisions that

defined Bolsonaro’s career but to provide context and critical insight into their broader
significance. The book concludes with the dramatic end to his presidency, the ensuing
tumult, and the legacy of division and engagement he leaves in his wake. Through this
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exploration, readers are invited to reflect on how one man’s life and vision became
intertwined with the destiny of a nation still grappling with its democratic future and
identity.
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CHAPTER ONE: Early Roots: The Bolsonaro Family
Background

Jair Messias Bolsonaro entered the world not in a bustling metropolis, but in the
quieter interior of Sao Paulo state. The year was 1955, a time when Brazil was
undergoing rapid changes, yet life in many of its smaller towns and rural areas
retained a pace dictated by agricultural cycles and close-knit communities. While his
birth certificate officially records Campinas as his birthplace, a city of growing
importance even then, his family has consistently stated that Glicério, a smaller
municipality in the same state, was the true locale of his arrival on March 21st. This
minor discrepancy, while perhaps insignificant in the grand scheme of a life that would
later command national attention, offers an early glimpse into a narrative often
marked by differing accounts and perspectives.

His parents were Percy Geraldo Bolsonaro and Olinda Bonturi. Their union brought
together distinct European ancestries that had, over previous generations, woven
themselves into the diverse fabric of Brazil. Percy's lineage was primarily Italian, part
of the significant wave of Italian immigration that transformed the agricultural and
urban landscapes of southern Brazil, particularly Sao Paulo, in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. These immigrants brought with them not only labor but also cultural
traditions, language remnants, and a strong sense of family identity.

Olinda Bonturi’s background added a German thread to the family tapestry. German
immigration to Brazil also played a crucial role in the country's development,
establishing communities, particularly in the South, known for their diligence and
distinct cultural practices. While perhaps less concentrated in the specific region
where the Bolsonaros resided compared to parts of Santa Catarina or Rio Grande do
Sul, German heritage was nonetheless present and contributed to the diverse cultural
mosaic of Sao Paulo's interior.

Percy Bolsonaro pursued a career that, while essential, operated somewhat outside
the formal structures of the time. He was an unlicensed dentist. In many rural and
developing areas, access to formal healthcare, including dental care, was limited.
Individuals like Percy filled this gap, providing necessary services to their
communities, often relying on practical skills and experience rather than official
certification. This line of work would have exposed him to the realities of life for
ordinary Brazilians, their needs, and their struggles, potentially shaping his worldview
and that of his family. He later transitioned to working with prosthetics, indicating an
adaptation within his trade, perhaps seeking more stable or specialized work.
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The Bolsonaro household was a lively one. Jair was the third of six children born to
Percy and Olinda. Growing up in a large family in mid-20th century Brazil meant
shared responsibilities, close quarters, and the inherent dynamics of multiple siblings
navigating childhood and adolescence together. The family environment would have
been a primary source of influence, shaping values, work ethic, and social interactions
from a young age. The experience of being one among many children in a modest
household often instills a sense of resourcefulness and a need to assert oneself to be
heard.

The family did not remain in one place during Jair's earliest years. They moved several
times, a common experience for families in search of better economic opportunities or
stability. These movements, while potentially disruptive, would have exposed the
children to different towns, different communities, and different aspects of life in the
interior of Sao Paulo state. Each move required adaptation, leaving behind familiar
surroundings and forging new connections.

One such move, in 1966, brought the Bolsonaro family to Eldorado, a municipality
nestled in the Ribeira Valley region of Sao Paulo. This area, known for its natural
beauty but historically marked by economic challenges, would become a more settled
base for the family during Jair's formative teenage years. The environment of
Eldorado, its relative isolation compared to larger urban centers, and the character of
its inhabitants would have played a role in shaping his perspectives during these
crucial developmental years.

The origin of Jair’'s first name reportedly carries a connection to a prominent figure in
Brazilian popular culture at the time. He is said to have been named in tribute to Jair
da Rosa Pinto, a celebrated Brazilian football player. In a country where football is
more than just a sport, but a national passion and a source of immense pride and
identity, naming a child after a football hero was a common practice and speaks to the
cultural context of the family and the era. It links him, from birth, however indirectly,
to a shared national enthusiasm.

While the focus of these early roots is on his parents and his upbringing within their
family, it is also worth noting, in brief, the family structure he would later create. Jair
Bolsonaro’s personal life includes his marriage to Michelle Bolsonaro. Together, they
have his youngest daughter, Laura. From previous marriages, he has four sons: Flavio,
Carlos, Eduardo, and Renan. The fact that several of his children would later follow him
into the political arena is a notable aspect of the family legacy, though the details of
their careers belong to a later part of this biography.

The roots of Jair Bolsonaro are thus embedded in the diverse immigrant history of

Brazil, in the practical realities of providing for a large family in the interior of Sao
Paulo, and in the cultural touchstones of the mid-20th century, like the national
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adoration for football. These early years, marked by movement and settlement, by a
father's informal profession, and by the dynamics of a large sibling group, laid the
groundwork for the man who would eventually step onto the national political stage.
They represent a quintessentially Brazilian story of a family carving out a life in a vast
and varied land.

Percy Geraldo Bolsonaro’s work as an unlicensed dentist highlights a common feature
of life in many parts of Brazil during that period. Formal education and professional
licensing were not as universally accessible or strictly enforced as they are today,
particularly outside the major cities. Individuals with practical skills often found ways
to provide services based on their ability and the community's need, building trust
through reputation rather than certification. This might have fostered a degree of self-
reliance and perhaps a skepticism towards overly bureaucratic systems within the
family.

Growing up with five siblings meant constant interaction, negotiation, and competition
for attention and resources. In a large family, roles often emerge based on birth order
and personality. As the third child, Jair would have had older siblings to look up to or
contend with, and younger ones to potentially look out for. This dynamic environment
likely contributed to the development of his interpersonal skills, his assertiveness, and
his understanding of group dynamics, albeit within the microcosm of the family unit.

The Italian and German ancestral lines converging in the Bolsonaro family reflect the
powerful demographic shifts that shaped Brazil from the late 19th century onwards.
Millions of Europeans, seeking new opportunities, left their homelands for Brazil,
bringing diverse languages, customs, and religious practices. These immigrant
communities often maintained strong ties to their heritage for generations, while
simultaneously integrating into Brazilian society and contributing to the formation of a
unique national identity that is a blend of indigenous, African, and various European
influences.

Life in Glicério in the mid-1950s would have been typical of a small interior town -
likely centered around agriculture or local commerce, with a strong sense of
community but limited infrastructure compared to urban centers. The move to
Campinas, even if brief for his birth, would have offered a glimpse of a larger, more
developed urban environment. Campinas was already an important industrial and
agricultural hub, representing a different scale of life and opportunity.

The subsequent moves before settling in Eldorado suggest a family perhaps seeking
better economic prospects or a more stable place to put down roots. Economic
necessity was a driving force behind much internal migration in Brazil during this
period, as families moved in search of arable land, jobs, or simply a place where they
could more comfortably raise their children. Each relocation would have been a
significant event for the young Jair and his siblings, requiring adaptation to new
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homes, schools, and social circles.

Eldorado, located in the Ribeira Valley, presented its own unique environment. The
valley is known for its rich biodiversity, dense Atlantic Forest remnants, and a history
tied to mining and agriculture. Life there would have been closely connected to the
natural world. The move to Eldorado in 1966 would have coincided with Jair's early
teenage years, a crucial period for identity formation. The landscape, the community,
and the prevailing way of life in Eldorado would have become part of his experience
during these impressionable years.

The family’s decision to settle in Eldorado, after previous movements, suggests they
found a degree of stability or opportunity there. For a large family, finding a place
where they could affordably live and where the father could ply his trade, even
informally, would have been paramount. The environment of a smaller, more isolated
town might have also fostered a sense of self-reliance and community
interdependence, away from the anonymity and extensive social services of larger
cities.

Percy Bolsonaro’s transition from general unlicensed dentistry to working specifically
with prosthetics might indicate a specialization born of experience or a response to
changing needs in the community. Prosthetic work requires different skills and
materials, suggesting an evolution in his practice. This adaptability in his father's
career could have served as an early example for Jair of the need to adjust and evolve
in response to circumstances.

Olinda Bonturi, as the matriarch of a large family, would have played a central role in
managing the household, raising the six children, and maintaining the family's cultural
traditions, including those inherited from her German ancestry. Her influence on her
children's values, discipline, and early education would have been profound, as is
typical in large families where the mother often serves as the primary caregiver and
home educator.

The six children would have formed a tight-knit unit, relying on each other for
companionship and support, especially during the family's moves. Sibling relationships
in large families can be complex, involving both camaraderie and rivalry. These early
interactions within the family would have provided Jair with his first experiences of
navigating social hierarchies and competing for resources and attention.

Naming him after Jair da Rosa Pinto placed him, from the outset, within a cultural
context deeply connected to Brazilian national identity and passion. Football heroes in
Brazil are often seen as embodiments of national aspirations and skill. This naming
choice, whether made casually or with specific intent, linked the young Jair to a figure
admired by millions across the country, a small detail in his early life that nonetheless
connected him to a broader national narrative.
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The period of the 1950s and 1960s in Brazil was one of significant social and economic
transformation, marked by industrialization, urbanization, and political shifts. While
the Bolsonaro family lived in the interior, they were not entirely insulated from these
broader changes. The challenges and opportunities presented by a developing nation
would have been part of the backdrop against which they lived their lives and raised
their children.

The early life of Jair Bolsonaro, rooted in a family of diverse European ancestry, shaped
by a father's informal profession and a mother's care, and marked by movement and
settlement in the interior of Sao Paulo, provided the foundational experiences upon
which his later life and career would be built. It was a life lived close to the ground, in
communities where resilience and resourcefulness were key, far removed from the
corridors of power he would one day inhabit. These early years instilled in him a
perspective perhaps distinct from those raised in Brazil's major urban centers, a
perspective that would later resonate with a significant portion of the Brazilian
electorate.
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