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Introduction

Xi Jinping stands at the center of one of the most formidable transformations in twenty-
first-century global politics. As the paramount leader of the world’s most populous
nation and second-largest economy, Xi has navigated both the treacherous currents of
internal party politics and the shifting tides of international affairs. His ascent from the
tribulations of the Cultural Revolution to the summit of Chinese power is not just the
story of an individual, but also a mirror reflecting the tumultuous evolution of modern
China itself.

The son of a revolutionary veteran, Xi's early years were marked by both privilege and
profound hardship. Sent down to the countryside during the Cultural Revolution, he
lived in a cave, performed grueling manual labor, and endured political suspicion
stemming from his father’s fall from grace. These formative experiences fostered an
affinity with the rural poor, instilled in him a resilience characteristic of many of
China’s top leaders, and shaped his perspective on governance and authority.

Upon returning to Beijing, Xi embarked on a methodical and determined rise through
the ranks of the Chinese Communist Party, serving in increasingly senior positions
across the provinces of Fujian, Zhejiang, and briefly in Shanghai. With each post, he
honed a reputation for discipline, pragmatism, and an ability to navigate complex
political environments. His approach was shaped as much by the lessons of his youth
as by the careful cultivation of key relationships within the party hierarchy.

Since taking the reins of national leadership in 2012, Xi Jinping has launched far-
reaching reforms and set sweeping ambitions for China’s future. The hallmark policies
of his administration—the “Chinese Dream” for national rejuvenation, the ambitious
Belt and Road Initiative, and a relentless anti-corruption campaign—have redefined
China domestically and reshaped its role on the world stage. Parallel to these
initiatives, Xi’'s tenure has been characterized by a marked centralization of authority,
the elevation of his personal ideology to the core of party doctrine, and a
transformation in China’s engagement with the global community.

Yet, Xi's rule has not been without controversy. As the Communist Party has tightened
its grip over society, heightened concerns about human rights, censorship, and
international relations have followed. The deepening personalization of power within
the party, alongside the elimination of term limits and assertive foreign policy
postures, have raised questions about the direction of Chinese politics and the
enduring legacy Xi Jinping will leave behind.

This biography explores the complex life and multifaceted leadership of Xi Jinping. It

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

traces the trajectory from his earliest days in a revolutionary household to his
emergence as a global statesman—probing the motivations, challenges, and
consequences that have stalked his journey. In so doing, it aims to provide a balanced,

insightful portrait of a leader whose decisions continue to shape the fate of China and
the world.
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CHAPTER ONE: Early Life and Family Roots

Xi Jinping arrived in the world on June 15, 1953, in the bustling heart of Beijing. His
birthright was steeped in the revolutionary history of modern China, a legacy that
would profoundly shape his destiny. He was the third child, and the first son, born to Xi
Zhongxun and his second wife, Qi Xin. The Xi family was far from ordinary; they
belonged to the revolutionary elite, a cohort whose sacrifices and triumphs had forged
the People's Republic of China.

His father, Xi Zhongxun, was a figure of considerable stature within the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP). A veteran of the long and arduous revolutionary struggle, the
elder Xi had joined the Party early, in 1928, participating in student demonstrations
and guerrilla activities in northwestern China. He was a key figure in establishing
communist base areas in Shaanxi and Gansu provinces during the tumultuous 1930s,
regions that would later provide refuge to Mao Zedong and the main Red Army forces
at the end of the Long March. These were not easy years, marked by hardship,
conflict, and internal Party purges, one of which Xi Zhongxun himself briefly endured
in 1935 before being released on Mao Zedong's orders.

Following the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, Xi Zhongxun
transitioned into prominent roles within the new government and Party structure. He
served as the chief of the CCP Publicity Department from 1953 to 1954, a crucial role
in shaping the ideological landscape of the nascent state. His responsibilities
expanded further when he became the first Secretary-General of the State Council,
working under Premier Zhou Enlai, from 1954 to 1965. This placed him at the heart of
government administration during a critical period of national construction. By 1959,
Xi Zhongxun was appointed Vice Premier, solidifying his position among the highest
echelons of power.

This background meant that young Xi Jinping grew up in an environment vastly
different from that of ordinary Chinese citizens. The family resided within the
privileged compounds reserved for high-ranking officials in Beijing, a world of relative
comfort and access. This placed him among the cohort later referred to as
"princelings" - a term used to describe the descendants of prominent senior
Communist Party officials, often implying a degree of inherited status and potential
advantage within the political system. While the term can sometimes carry a
derogatory connotation, suggesting reliance on connections rather than merit, it
undeniably reflected the unique circumstances of growing up in a household deeply
embedded in the nation's power structure.

His mother, Qi Xin, also had a background intertwined with the Party. Born in 1926,
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she joined the CCP in 1939 at the age of 15. She was described as a staunch supporter
of Party values and beliefs, often working at the grassroots level. Accounts suggest
she maintained a simple lifestyle, instilling values of diligence and thrift within the
family, which she saw as a tradition passed down from her husband. She would later
write articles about Xi Zhongxun's life and revolutionary career. Xi Jinping also had two
older sisters, Qi Qiaogiao and Qi An'an, and a younger brother, Xi Yuanping. The family
unit, while seemingly secure within the revolutionary elite, was navigating the
complex and often perilous political currents of the time.

The early 1960s in China were a period fraught with ideological tension and political
maneuvering. Following the immense hardship and failure of the Great Leap Forward
(1958-1962), which resulted in widespread famine, there were debates within the
Party leadership about the direction the country should take. Mao Zedong, while
having retreated somewhat from day-to-day economic management, remained the
ultimate authority and grew increasingly concerned about the potential for
'revisionism' - a deviation from pure communist ideology, which he saw happening in
the Soviet Union. This created a climate of suspicion and heightened class struggle.

It was in this charged atmosphere that Xi Zhongxun's political fortunes took a
dramatic downturn. In 1962, he was accused by Kang Sheng, the notorious head of the
Party's security apparatus, of being part of an "anti-party clique." The specific charge
related to his support for a biography of Liu Zhidan, a former comrade who had died
as a Party martyr. Kang Sheng alleged that the biography was a veiled attempt to
rehabilitate Gao Gang, another former comrade who had been purged in 1954.
Supporting such a work was interpreted as a grave political error, a sign of disloyalty
or association with perceived enemies of Mao.

The accusation, regardless of its validity or the true intentions behind the biography,
had swift and severe consequences. Xi Zhongxun was purged from all his leadership
positions in 1962. This marked an abrupt end to his prominent career in Beijing and a
stark reversal of the family's privileged status. He was forced to undergo self-criticism,
a common practice during periods of political purges, and was later demoted in 1965
to the position of a deputy manager of a tractor factory in Luoyang, Henan Province.
This was a drastic fall for a man who had served at the highest levels of government
and Party for years.

For the Xi family, the purge of Xi Zhongxun was a shattering event. It instantly
transformed their lives, stripping away the security and advantages that came with his
high office. While the full brunt of the Cultural Revolution's chaos had not yet
descended upon China, the political climate was already becoming increasingly
dangerous for those deemed disloyal or associated with disgraced officials. The family
faced ostracism and increased scrutiny. Xi Jinping, just nine years old at the time of his
father's purge, would experience the profound and lasting impact of this political
reversal throughout his formative years. The comfortable world he had known was
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suddenly precarious, shadowed by his father's disgrace. This early experience with the
arbitrary nature of political power and the swiftness of a fall from grace would
undoubtedly leave an indelible mark on his understanding of loyalty, survival, and the
unforgiving dynamics of Chinese politics.
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