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Introduction
So, you're thinking of moving to Portland? Excellent choice! Or, maybe you're just 
thinking about thinking about it, which is also a perfectly reasonable place to be.
Either way, you've picked up the right book. This isn't your grandma's moving guide,
filled with generic advice about packing boxes and forwarding mail (although,
seriously, do those things). This is your survival guide, your insider's look, your
comedic companion to relocating to the Portland metropolitan area. We're assuming
you're already a US resident, so we won't bore you with basic moving tips that are the
same anywhere.

We're diving deep into the specifics of Portland, the good, the bad, and the
wonderfully weird. Because let's face it, Portland is a unique beast. It's a city of micro-
neighborhoods, each with its own distinct personality, where bike lanes are as
common as coffee shops (and that's saying something), and where the line between
"hipster" and "homeless" can sometimes be a bit blurry. You'll soon learn to decipher
the nuances of "Willamette" (it's will-AM-it, not will-a-MET) and that complaining about
the rain is a local pastime, second only to waiting in line for brunch.

This book is your friendly, slightly sarcastic guide to navigating this beautiful, quirky
corner of the Pacific Northwest. We'll cover everything from finding a place to live
(spoiler alert: it's competitive) to figuring out the public transportation system (the
TriMet, your new best friend or worst enemy, depending on the day). We'll explore the
food scene, the craft beer explosion, the outdoor adventures, and the "Keep Portland
Weird" ethos that permeates everything.

But here's the thing: Portland, like any city, is constantly evolving. Laws change, new
restaurants open (and sadly, some close), and that amazing food cart you read about
might have moved across town. That's why we're giving you this crucial disclaimer
right upfront: Double-check everything. Seriously. We've done our best to be accurate
as of March 1, 2025, but regulations, availability, and prices are all subject to change
faster than a Portlander can brew a cup of single-origin coffee. Consult official
government sources, websites, and your future landlord or real estate agent to verify
any information.

So, buckle up, grab a locally roasted coffee (or a craft beer, we don't judge), and get
ready to learn everything you need to know about moving to Portland. It's going to be
an adventure, and this book is here to help you make the most of it. Welcome to the
Rose City! Prepare to be charmed, occasionally confused, and definitely well-
caffeinated.
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CHAPTER ONE: Portland, WTF? (Why This Fine City?)
So, you're seriously considering Portland? Maybe you've seen Portlandia, heard about
the food scene, or just fancy living somewhere that "Keep Portland Weird" is less a
slogan and more a way of life. Whatever your reasons, it's worth digging a little deeper
than the stereotypes. Portland isn't just a hipster haven or a rainy paradise; it's a
complex, evolving city with a unique blend of urban amenities and natural beauty. But
why this fine city, specifically? Let's break down the allure.

First off, let's address the "weird." Yes, Portland embraces its eccentricities. You might
see a unicyclist juggling flaming torches, a parade of people dressed as Star Wars
characters, or a guy walking his pet llama downtown (okay, maybe not the llama, but
you get the idea). But the "weirdness" isn't just superficial. It's a manifestation of a
deeper ethos: a fierce independence, a love of creativity, and a commitment to doing
things a little differently. This translates into a thriving arts scene, a plethora of
independent businesses, and a general acceptance of, well, pretty much anything. You
do you, Portland says.

But don't think it's all quirky parades and artisanal pickles. Portland has a robust, and
evolving job market. It is more than just a "tech hub." While the tech sector is
significant, with Intel's massive presence in Hillsboro being a major economic driver,
the city's economy is more diverse than you might think. The apparel and outdoor
gear industry is huge, with giants like Nike (headquartered in Beaverton) and
Columbia Sportswear calling the area home. Adidas also has its North American
headquarters here. This creates a ripple effect, supporting design firms, marketing
agencies, and specialized manufacturing.

Beyond the big names, there's a burgeoning start-up scene, fueled by a spirit of
innovation and a relatively lower cost of living (compared to, say, Silicon Valley,
though that gap is narrowing). Co-working spaces are popping up all over, particularly
in the Central Eastside and the Pearl District, catering to freelancers, remote workers,
and entrepreneurs. The food processing industry is also significant, reflecting Oregon's
agricultural bounty. And, of course, there's the ever-growing cannabis industry, which
has created a whole new sector of jobs since Oregon legalized recreational marijuana.
Areas like North Portland house a range of these mentioned companies, and are worth
inspecting if your profession is within these industries.

Then there's the nature. Let's be clear: Portland is not Seattle. It rains, yes, but it's not
the constant, soul-crushing drizzle that some people imagine. The summers are
glorious – warm, sunny, and dry – and the spring and fall offer a beautiful mix of
sunshine and showers. But the real draw is the proximity to incredible natural beauty.
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Within an hour and a half drive, you can be on the stunning Oregon Coast, hiking
along dramatic cliffs, exploring tide pools, or just chilling on the beach in Cannon
Beach or Seaside.

And in the other direction, you've got Mount Hood, a majestic, snow-capped volcano
that dominates the skyline. In winter, it's a playground for skiers and snowboarders,
with several resorts offering a variety of terrain. In summer, it's a hiker's paradise,
with trails ranging from easy strolls to challenging climbs. The Columbia River Gorge,
just east of Portland, is another natural wonder, with towering waterfalls, lush forests,
and breathtaking views. Multnomah Falls, the most famous of the falls, is a must-see,
but there are countless other, less crowded spots to explore. You truly can be hiking in
a rainforest in the morning and wine-tasting in the Willamette Valley in the afternoon,
with less than a two-hour drive separating the experiences.

Speaking of wine, the Willamette Valley, just south of Portland, is one of the premier
wine regions in the US, renowned for its Pinot Noir. Dozens of wineries offer tastings
and tours, making for a perfect weekend getaway. And let's not forget the craft beer –
Portland is often called "Beervana" for a reason. The city has more breweries per
capita than any other city in the world, and the beer scene is constantly evolving, with
new and innovative brews popping up all the time.

Portland's commitment to sustainability is another major draw for many people. The
city has an extensive network of bike lanes, making it one of the most bike-friendly
cities in the US. The public transportation system, TriMet, includes light rail (the MAX),
buses, and a streetcar, making it relatively easy to get around without a car (though,
depending on where you live, a car might still be necessary). Recycling is practically a
religion here, and the city has ambitious goals for reducing its carbon footprint.
Restaurants and markets emphasize local sourcing, and there's a general awareness
of environmental issues that permeates the culture.

Now, let's talk about the elephant in the room: the "Portland" you're moving to might
not actually be in Portland proper. The Portland metropolitan area is a sprawling
collection of cities and suburbs, each with its own distinct character and vibe.
Choosing the right neighborhood is crucial, and it's a decision that will significantly
impact your experience of living here.

The "inner Eastside" – neighborhoods like Hawthorne, Belmont, Division/Clinton, and
Sellwood-Moreland – is known for its character, walkability, and abundance of vintage
shops, quirky boutiques, and trendy restaurants. These are older neighborhoods, with
a mix of Craftsman bungalows, Victorians, and Old Portland Foursquares. Expect to
pay a premium for the location and charm, and be prepared for smaller lots and
potentially limited parking.

North Portland, encompassing areas like St. Johns, Kenton, and Mississippi Avenue, is
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more up-and-coming. It has a mix of old and new, with some areas retaining an
industrial-chic vibe. It's generally more affordable than the inner Eastside, but it's also
a bit further out from the city center.

Northeast Portland, including the Alberta Arts District, Hollywood District, and
Beaumont-Wilshire, is a diverse area with a strong artsy vibe, family-friendly pockets,
and a mix of housing styles, including many bungalows. It's a popular area, and prices
have been rising accordingly.

Southeast Portland is the most sprawling quadrant and offers a variety of
neighborhoods each with its own distinct vibe.

Southwest Portland, with neighborhoods like Hillsdale and Multnomah Village, is
generally quieter and more residential, with good schools and access to nature. It's a
good option for families, but it can feel a bit removed from the action of the city
center.

Downtown Portland, particularly the Pearl District and South Waterfront, is where
you'll find high-rise condos, lofts, and a more urban lifestyle. It's highly walkable, with
easy access to cultural attractions, restaurants, and shops, but it's also the most
expensive part of the city.

Then there are the suburbs. Beaverton, home to Nike's world headquarters, is a large,
sprawling suburb with a mix of housing options, good schools, and a more family-
oriented vibe. Hillsboro, home to Intel's massive campuses, is another major suburb,
with a growing tech sector and a more diverse population. Tigard, Tualatin, and Lake
Oswego are generally more affluent suburbs, with good schools and a more suburban
feel. Gresham, to the east, is a more affordable option, but it's also further out and has
a less distinct identity. And then there's Vancouver, Washington, just across the
Columbia River, which is technically part of the Portland metro area, but has its own
separate government and a different tax structure (no state income tax in
Washington, but higher property taxes).

Each of these suburbs has its pros and cons. Some have better schools, some are
more affordable, some have shorter commute times to downtown Portland (which, by
the way, can vary wildly depending on traffic). The "vibe" of each suburb is also
different – some are more family-friendly, some are more upscale, some are more up-
and-coming. It's a lot to consider, and it's worth doing your research to find the area
that best fits your lifestyle and budget.

Commuting is a very important consideration, and should influence the choice of
neighborhood. If you are working in a specific area, you should consider travel time
during rush hour to your workplace. The bridges crossing the Willamette River are
infamous for being traffic bottlenecks.
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Another important factor to think about, is pet policies, that can vary wildly between
rental properties. Many places might have restrictions on pet, number, size and or
breed. Some places will not allow them at all, while others might charge extra monthly
'pet rent'.

The "Portland draw" is a combination of factors: the job market, the "weird" culture,
the access to nature, the sustainability focus, and the distinct personalities of its many
neighborhoods. It's a city that appeals to a wide range of people, from young
professionals to families to retirees. But it's not for everyone. If you crave constant
sunshine, a fast-paced lifestyle, and a highly structured environment, Portland might
not be your cup of tea (or, more accurately, your cup of single-origin, locally roasted
coffee). But if you're looking for a city that's a little different, a little quirky, and a lot of
fun, Portland might just be the perfect place to call home.
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This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.
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