
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

A History of Paris
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 Ancient Beginnings: The Parisii and the Seine
Chapter 2 Lutetia: Paris under Roman Rule
Chapter 3 The Advent of Christianity and Late Antiquity
Chapter 4 Paris in the Early Middle Ages: Franks and Merovingians
Chapter 5 Capetian Ascent: Birth of the French Capital
Chapter 6 Medieval Marvels: Notre-Dame and the Gothic Revolution
Chapter 7 The Scholarly City: Universities and Intellectual Life
Chapter 8 War, Plague, and Recovery in the Middle Ages
Chapter 9 Paris in the Hundred Years’ War
Chapter 10 The Renaissance in Paris: Art, Architecture, and Change
Chapter 11 Religious Strife and the Wars of Religion
Chapter 12 The Bourbon Kings and a City Transformed
Chapter 13 Absolutism, the Fronde, and the Move to Versailles
Chapter 14 Enlightenment Paris: Salons and Science
Chapter 15 The Eve of Revolution
Chapter 16 The French Revolution: Bastille, Terror, and Change
Chapter 17 Napoleon and the Imperial City
Chapter 18 Restoration, Revolutions, and the Modernization of Paris
Chapter 19 Baron Haussmann and the Rebuilding of Paris
Chapter 20 Belle Époque: Art Nouveau, Optimism, and Unrest
Chapter 21 The World Wars: Occupation and Liberation
Chapter 22 Postwar Paris: Reconstruction and Renewal
Chapter 23 1968 and Modern Transformations
Chapter 24 Paris in the Contemporary World: Diversity and Challenges
Chapter 25 Paris Today: Global Capital and Cultural Beacon

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Paris, long celebrated as the "City of Light," possesses a singular allure that resonates
through centuries of tumult and triumph. Its rich past, layered with moments of
grandeur and episodes of hardship, has left a tapestry as dazzling as any in world
history. This book, A History of Paris, invites readers on a sweeping journey from the
city’s oldest origins to its contemporary renaissance, illuminating the pivotal episodes
and everyday lives that have shaped the Paris we know today.

Situated on the banks of the Seine River, Paris’s story begins with the ancient Parisii, a
Celtic tribe whose settlements saw the first glimmers of urban life in this region. Later,
under Roman rule, the city—then known as Lutetia—became an important commercial
and administrative hub, embracing architectural advancements and connecting far-
flung parts of the early European world. These formative centuries laid the groundwork
for Paris’s enduring status as a crossroads of culture, commerce, and conquest.

The city’s evolution into the capital of France was far from inevitable. Over centuries,
Paris weathered invasions, sieges, and plague, yet its strategic position, resourceful
citizens, and the vision of its rulers allowed it to grow in both prominence and
influence. From the sacred relics of its Gothic cathedrals to the intellectual ferment of
its medieval universities, Paris continually reinvented itself, becoming a center not
only of power, but also of learning, faith, and art.

With the coming of the Renaissance and the turbulence of the Reformation, Paris
emerged as both a battlefield and a beacon of cultural innovation. The city’s streets
were witness to religious strife, royal processions, and the pulse of everyday life as
kings and revolutionaries vied for supremacy. The Enlightenment further transformed
Paris, as salons and academies fostered scientific discovery and philosophical debate,
ultimately setting the stage for revolution and social upheaval.

Through revolutions, wars, and world-changing inventions, Paris has responded to
each era’s challenges with boldness and creativity. The age of Napoleon, the
boulevards of Haussmann, and the art movements that flourished here all left indelible
marks on the city’s landscape and spirit. In recent decades, Paris has grappled with
new questions of identity, diversity, and global influence, yet remains undiminished as
a symbol of resilience, culture, and hope.

In the chapters that follow, we will explore the defining moments and hidden corners
of Parisian history. Whether encountering medieval scholars, revolutionary crowds, or
visionary architects, readers will discover how Paris became not just the heart of a
nation, but an enduring source of inspiration around the world.
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CHAPTER ONE: Ancient Beginnings: The Parisii and
the Seine
Long before the grand boulevards, the iconic Eiffel Tower, and the bustling cafés that
define modern Paris, the land on which the city now stands was a very different place.
It was a landscape shaped by the meandering course of a powerful river, the Seine,
and inhabited by people whose lives were intimately connected to its rhythms and
resources. To understand Paris, one must first look to these ancient beginnings, to the
faint traces left by hunter-gatherers and early farmers, and to the more substantial
legacy of the Celtic tribe known as the Parisii.

The story of human presence in the area stretches back to the Mesolithic period,
around 8000 BC. Archaeological digs have unearthed some of the oldest human
remains and evidence of hunter-gatherer settlements near the banks of the Seine,
indicating that even in this distant epoch, the river valley was a place that drew
people. These early inhabitants were likely drawn by the abundance of game and the
resources offered by the river itself. Imagine small, temporary camps, perhaps shifting
with the seasons, the occupants leaving behind little more than flint tools and animal
bones as testament to their transient existence.

Further evidence of early human activity in the Paris basin comes from the Neolithic
period, roughly 4200 BC onwards. Excavations at sites like Bercy have revealed traces
of more settled communities. Here, along the right bank of the Seine, people were
beginning to transition from a purely hunter-gatherer lifestyle towards agriculture and
animal husbandry. They cultivated crops, raised domesticated animals like pigs, cattle,
and sheep, and continued to hunt and fish, taking full advantage of the fertile land and
the river's bounty.

The Seine was not just a source of food; it was also a vital artery for movement and
exchange. Archaeological finds from the Neolithic period, such as fragments of
wooden canoes unearthed at Bercy, suggest that these early inhabitants were already
using the river for transport. Tools and materials found at these sites, including
hatchets made in eastern Europe, indicate that a rudimentary trade network was
developing, connecting communities along the Seine and potentially with more distant
regions. The river, even then, was facilitating connections, laying the groundwork for
the central role Paris would later play as a hub of commerce.

As the millennia passed, the Bronze Age and early Iron Age saw continued human
presence and the emergence of more complex societies in the Seine valley. Evidence
suggests the development of more structured settlements, some potentially enclosed,
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hinting at increasing social organization and perhaps a need for defense. The control
of river traffic and trade routes along the Seine became increasingly important during
this time. Sites from this era, such as one near Villiers-sur-Seine, show signs of bronze
metallurgy and organized communal activities, suggesting the presence of potentially
more affluent or even aristocratic groups controlling local economies and interactions.

Then, sometime between 250 and 225 BC, a Celtic tribe known as the Parisii arrived in
the region. These Iron Age people settled along the banks of the Seine, choosing a
location that would prove to be strategically invaluable. While the exact location of
their primary settlement, or oppidum, has been debated, evidence points strongly
towards the area around the Île de la Cité, the island in the middle of the river. This
island offered a natural defensive position and was a crucial crossing point on the
Seine, making it an ideal spot to control river traffic. Some recent archaeological
discoveries in Nanterre, a suburb to the west of modern Paris, have also revealed
traces of a large Iron Age settlement, leading some historians to consider it as a
potential location for the Parisii's main oppidum before the Roman era. Regardless of
the precise layout, the Parisii established a significant presence in the area.

The Parisii were not merely passive inhabitants of the riverbanks; they actively shaped
their environment and economy. They built bridges across the Seine, facilitating
movement and solidifying their control over trade routes that connected different
parts of Gaul and beyond. They were known for their metalworking skills, particularly
in gold and silver, and they minted their own coins, intricate gold staters that serve
today as beautiful examples of Gallic artistry and economic sophistication. These coins
underscore their prosperity and their engagement in a wider trade network that
extended across Europe.

The name "Paris" itself is a direct descendant of this tribe. The Gallo-Roman
settlement that later grew on the site was known as Lutetia Parisiorum, essentially
meaning "Lutetia of the Parisii." The term "Lutetia" is thought to derive from a Celtic
root word related to "swamp" or "mud," a fitting description for the low-lying,
sometimes waterlogged land surrounding the Seine. This ancient name, though later
superseded, serves as a linguistic echo of the landscape and the people who first
claimed this strategic riverbend.

The Seine was fundamental to the Parisii's way of life. It provided sustenance through
fishing, facilitated trade through river transport, and offered a natural defensive
barrier. Their settlements were intrinsically linked to its flow. The river was more than
just a geographical feature; it was a lifeline, a highway, and a protective moat, all
rolled into one sinuous, ever-present force. The Parisii mastered their environment,
leveraging the advantages the Seine provided to build a prosperous, if relatively short-
lived, independent existence.

While details of their daily lives remain somewhat sparse, pieced together from
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archaeological finds and later Roman accounts, we know the Parisii were a structured
society with their own religious practices, possibly including the worship of deities
associated with nature, such as Epona, a goddess of horses, and Cernunnos, a horned
god. Their control of the river crossing made them an important entity in the network
of Celtic tribes in Gaul.

The world of the Parisii, centered on the Seine, was one of developing trade, skilled
craftsmanship, and a deep connection to the natural world around them. They were a
people who understood the power and potential of their location. Their time as the
sole masters of this stretch of the Seine was finite, however. The growing power of
Rome to the south would soon bring dramatic changes to Gaul, and the Parisii would
find themselves facing a new and formidable force that would forever alter the
trajectory of the settlement they had founded.
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