SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

A History of Lebanon

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Land and Its Early Inhabitants

Chapter 2 The Dawn of Civilization: Neolithic and Bronze Age Lebanon
Chapter 3 The Canaanites and the Birth of Phoenicia

Chapter 4 The Phoenician City-States: Byblos, Sidon, Tyre, and Beirut
Chapter 5 Phoenician Maritime Commerce and Cultural Achievements
Chapter 6 The Coming of Empire: Assyrians, Babylonians, and Persians
Chapter 7 Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic Age

Chapter 8 Roman Lebanon: Cities, Law, and Splendor

Chapter 9 The Rise of Christianity and Religious Communities
Chapter 10 Byzantine Rule and Social Transformations

Chapter 11 The Maronites and Other Mountain Communities

Chapter 12 The Arab Conquest and Islamic Lebanon

Chapter 13 Umayyads, Abbasids, and Fatimids: A Changing Landscape
Chapter 14 The Druze and Shi‘i Communities: Formation and Settlement
Chapter 15 The Crusades in Lebanon: Conquest and Legacy

Chapter 16 Mamluk Domination: Trade, Conflict, and Governance
Chapter 17 The Advent of Ottoman Rule: Integration and Autonomy
Chapter 18 The Ma‘n and Shihab Dynasties: Leadership in Mount Lebanon
Chapter 19 Sectarian Strife and European Intervention

Chapter 20 The Organic Regulation and Mount Lebanon’s Autonomy
Chapter 21 The End of Ottoman Rule and World War |

Chapter 22 The French Mandate: Creation of Greater Lebanon
Chapter 23 Independence and the Birth of the Lebanese Republic
Chapter 24 Civil War and Reconstruction: A Fragile Peace

Chapter 25 Lebanon in the Modern Era: Challenges and Resilience

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Lebanon, perched along the eastern Mediterranean, is a land where history is woven
into every mountain, valley, and shoreline. Its story is as old as civilization itself,
carrying echoes of the world's earliest cities and the great powers that shaped the
ancient and modern worlds. A crossroads of continents, ideas, faiths, and empires,
Lebanon’s history is at once staggering in its complexity and inspiring in its
endurance.

The heritage of Lebanon begins in prehistory, with archaeological finds indicating an
ancient human presence. Over millennia, it became home to the Canaanites—whom
the Greeks called Phoenicians—renowned seafarers who developed trade networks
and colonies across the Mediterranean. Their contributions to navigation and writing
helped lay the foundations for later cultures, and their cities, such as Byblos and
Sidon, became storied centers of commerce and spirituality.

Through the centuries, many empires have claimed Lebanon, each leaving traces in
the land and its people. The Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans all
ruled over this cherished piece of earth. The Romans, in particular, wrote their legacy
in stone, with cities like Baalbek and Beirut becoming beacons of law, religion, and
culture in the ancient world. In the shadow of Byzantine rule, a unique tapestry of
religious communities, such as the Maronites, Druze, and Shi‘i Muslims, began to form,
nestled into the mountains and coastlines.

The rise of Islam brought new rulers and new faiths to the region, transforming
Lebanon’s religious and political landscape. Over the Middle Ages, Crusaders and
Mamluks each left their imprint in both destruction and architectural splendor. The
Ottoman Empire would later provide centuries of stability punctuated by local
autonomy, sectarian ferment, and the growing influence of European powers.
Lebanon’s legendary mountains became a refuge for those seeking freedom from
persecution, fostering an enduring sense of pluralism and resilience.

The twentieth century saw Lebanon transition from Ottoman rule into a French
mandate and eventually into independence. In the decades that followed, Beirut
flourished as a cosmopolitan center, only to face the devastation of civil war and a
protracted struggle for recovery. From peace and prosperity to conflict and upheaval,
Lebanon’s post-independence journey is a testament to both the fragility and the
indomitable will of its people.

Today, Lebanon stands as both a beacon of diversity and a microcosm of regional
challenges. Its story continues to unfold—shaped by its remarkable geography, its
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multitude of communities, and an unyielding drive to survive, adapt, and define its
own identity. In this book, we journey through Lebanon’s long and layered history,
seeking to understand the people, events, and forces that made this small country so
significant on the stage of world history.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Land and Its Earliest Footprints

To understand the complex saga of Lebanon, we must first acquaint ourselves with the
land itself, a sliver of territory on the eastern flank of the Mediterranean Sea. It's a
place where mountains plunge dramatically towards the coast, where fertile valleys lie
cradled between rugged peaks, and where a lengthy coastline has always looked
outward, inviting trade, interaction, and, inevitably, external influence. This
geographical setting, with its diverse microclimates and strategic position at a
crossroads, has profoundly shaped the human story that unfolded here over millennia.

Lebanon's landscape is defined by four main physiographic regions running parallel to
the coast: a narrow coastal plain, the imposing Lebanon Mountains, the fertile Begaa
Valley, and the Anti-Lebanon and Hermon ranges to the east. The coastal plain,
though slender and sometimes interrupted, has historically been the site of major port
cities, hubs of commerce and connection to the wider Mediterranean world. Rising
sharply from this plain are the Lebanon Mountains, a formidable range that has served
as both a barrier and a refuge throughout history.

These mountains, composed primarily of limestone and sandstone, are carved by deep
gorges and reach their highest point in the north at Qurnat al-Sawda'. The elevation
changes dramatically over short distances, creating varied environments that have
supported diverse communities and ways of life. East of the Lebanon Mountains lies
the Begaa Valley, a fertile agricultural heartland that is part of the Great Rift system
stretching far to the south. Finally, the Anti-Lebanon and Hermon ranges form a
natural border with modern-day Syria.

The climate is typically Mediterranean, characterized by hot, dry summers and mild,
wet winters, with snowfall common in the higher mountain elevations. This allows for a
surprising range of environments within a small area, from the warm, humid coast to
the cooler, sometimes snow-covered peaks. This geographical diversity has
contributed to the resilience and adaptability of the people who have called this land
home.

The story of human presence in Lebanon stretches back into the mists of prehistory,
long before the dawn of recorded history. Archaeological evidence indicates that early
hominins were making tools in the region as far back as a million years ago. Traces of
Paleolithic communities, dating to around 8500 BC, have been found in grottos. The
caves and rock shelters along the coast and in the mountains provided ideal habitation
sites for these early inhabitants.

Significant Paleolithic sites like Ksar Akil, located near Beirut, offer crucial insights into
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the life of early humans in the Levant. This rock shelter has yielded a deep
stratigraphic sequence of artifacts, showing a long history of occupation. Evidence
from sites like Ksar Akil has even contributed to our understanding of the dispersal of
early modern humans out of Africa and into Eurasia.

The archaeological record in Lebanon covers a vast sweep of time, encompassing the
Lower, Middle, and Upper Paleolithic periods. Researchers have identified various
stone tool industries from these epochs, reflecting the evolving technologies and
strategies of early human populations. Sites in the Beqaa Valley, such as those near
Joub Jannine, have also provided evidence of Lower Paleolithic occupation, often found
in association with ancient river deposits.

As the last Ice Age receded, the Epipaleolithic period saw continued human
occupation, with sites like Ksar Akil and Abri Bergy showing evidence of this
transitional phase. The move towards more settled life began to take shape during the
Neolithic period, often referred to as the "Neolithic Revolution." This era saw the
domestication of plants and animals, leading to the establishment of early farming
villages.

Archaeological discoveries at sites like Byblos highlight this shift, with evidence of
early settlements dating back to the Neolithic period. Remnants of prehistoric huts,
primitive weapons, and burial practices provide a glimpse into the lives of these early
farming and fishing communities. The Neolithic period in Lebanon has been divided
into stages based on findings at sites like Byblos, showing a gradual transition from
economies based on hunting and farming to one increasingly reliant on agriculture.

Further evidence of early agricultural communities has been found in the Begaa Valley
and the Akkar Plain. The Qaraoun culture, identified at numerous sites, is particularly
noteworthy, known for its Heavy Neolithic flint tools used for working with timber, such
as the famous Cedars of Lebanon. These early communities laid the groundwork for
the more complex societies that would later emerge in the region.

The Chalcolithic period, or Copper Age, followed the Neolithic, marked by the
introduction of metallurgy, initially copper and later bronze. Sites like Byblos show
evidence of this period as well, with changes in pottery styles indicating cultural
developments. This period saw further growth in settlements and the beginnings of
more organized social structures.

Urban settlements began to appear in Lebanon during the early Bronze Age, building
upon the foundations laid by the Neolithic and Chalcolithic communities. It was during
this time, around 4000 BC, that the area was first recorded in history, inhabited by a
Semitic people known as the Canaanites. These people would form the bedrock of
later civilizations in the region. Recent genetic studies have even suggested that
present-day Lebanese people derive a significant portion of their ancestry from these
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The Canaanites were not a unified empire but rather organized into independent city-
states along the coast. These early urban centers, such as Byblos, Tyre, Sidon, and
Beirut, would become powerful and influential players in the ancient world. Their
strategic location and access to resources positioned them for a future deeply
intertwined with maritime trade and cultural exchange.
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