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Introduction

In the annals of American enterprise, certain companies rise to become more than just
businesses; they evolve into pillars of industry, innovators of human progress, and
benchmarks of economic success. Revvity, the subject of this comprehensive history,
stands as one such entity. From its origins rooted in scientific curiosity and
entrepreneurial spirit, Revvity has not only navigated the complex currents of
technological advancement and market evolution but has also emerged as a
significant force, culminating in its esteemed position as an S&P 500 company. This
book embarks on a journey to chronicle that remarkable ascent, exploring the pivotal
moments, the visionary leaders, and the groundbreaking innovations that have
collectively woven the rich tapestry of Revvity’s story.

This isn't merely a corporate biography; it is a narrative deeply embedded in the
broader sweep of scientific discovery and global development. As we delve into
Revvity’s past, we will uncover how its dedication to research and development has
consistently pushed the boundaries of what is possible, contributing to advancements
in critical fields that impact human health and well-being. From its earliest ventures to
its most recent breakthroughs, Revvity's trajectory reflects a relentless pursuit of
solutions to complex challenges, often anticipating the needs of a rapidly changing
world. This historical account will illuminate the strategic decisions that propelled its
growth, the challenges it overcame, and the distinctive culture that has underpinned
its enduring success.

The journey to becoming an S&P 500 company is a testament to sustained
performance, robust financial health, and a profound impact on the market. For
Revvity, this achievement signifies not only a mark of financial prowess but also a
recognition of its foundational role within vital sectors. This book will meticulously
trace the company's financial evolution, its engagement with the competitive
landscape, and its unwavering commitment to shareholder value. Furthermore, it will
explore how Revvity has balanced its commercial imperatives with a deep sense of
corporate responsibility, encompassing environmental stewardship, ethical
governance, and meaningful philanthropic endeavors.

Beyond the balance sheets and scientific papers, the story of Revvity is fundamentally
a human one. It is the story of the individuals—the scientists, engineers, executives,
and countless employees—whose dedication, ingenuity, and collaborative spirit have
breathed life into the company’s mission. We will explore the leadership philosophies
that guided Revvity through periods of significant transformation, the values that
shaped its corporate culture, and the personal anecdotes that reveal the heart of an
organization driven by a collective purpose. These are the narratives that truly define
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Revvity's identity and legacy.

This book aims to provide readers with a comprehensive and engaging understanding
of Revvity’s multifaceted history. Whether you are a business leader seeking insights
into sustained growth, a student of corporate history, a scientist interested in the
evolution of innovation, or simply a curious mind intrigued by the stories behind
successful enterprises, this volume offers a rich and detailed exploration. Through an
examination of its origins, its evolution, and its vision for the future, "A History of
Revvity" offers an illuminating portrait of an S&P 500 company that has not only
achieved remarkable commercial success but has also left an indelible mark on the
world.

As we turn the pages, we will withness how Revvity has consistently adapted to new
paradigms, embraced emerging technologies, and expanded its global reach,
becoming a truly international player. The forthcoming chapters will delve into the
intricacies of its intellectual property, its navigation of complex regulatory
environments, and its continuous investment in research and development to fuel
future innovations in health and beyond. Ultimately, this book seeks to capture the
enduring impact of Revvity, celebrating its legacy while also anticipating its ongoing
role as a global citizen shaping the future of health and scientific discovery.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Dawn of Innovation: Early Years
and Founding Principles

Every monumental journey begins with a single, often unassuming, step. For Revvity,
that initial stride was taken in 1937, not under its current banner, but as Perkin-Elmer,
a partnership forged by two men with an shared passion for the cosmos and a keen
eye for scientific potential: Richard Perkin and Charles Elmer. This unlikely duo, a
young investment banker who had left his chemical engineering studies and a
seasoned court reporter nearing retirement, found common ground in their fascination
with astronomy. Their serendipitous meeting at an astronomy lecture delivered by
Elmer at the Brooklyn Institute of Arts & Sciences sparked a conversation that would
eventually lead to the founding of a company that would, decades later, evolve into
Revvity.

Perkin and Elmer recognized a burgeoning opportunity to translate their shared hobby
into a viable business venture focused on precision optics. With Perkin raising $15,000
from his relatives and Elmer contributing $5,000, they officially established Perkin-
Elmer as a partnership on April 19, 1937. Their initial operations were humble,
commencing from a small office in Manhattan, where they focused on optical design
and consulting. However, their ambitions quickly outgrew these modest beginnings.
Within a year, they had established a production facility in Jersey City, New Jersey,
signifying their move into the manufacturing of optical components. The growing
enterprise was formally incorporated on December 13, 1939.

The early years of Perkin-Elmer were characterized by a relentless pursuit of scientific
excellence and a commitment to precision. Their expertise in optics soon became
invaluable, particularly with the escalating global tensions that preceded World War II.
The company played a critical role in supporting the war effort, producing essential
optical instruments and components for the U.S. Navy. These included optics for range
finders, bombsights, and reconnaissance systems, which were crucial for military
operations. This vital contribution to national defense earned Perkin-Elmer the
prestigious Navy "E" for Excellence award in 1942, a remarkable achievement for a
relatively young company and a testament to their unwavering commitment to quality
and innovation.

The wartime demands spurred significant expansion for the company, solidifying its
manufacturing capabilities and reputation for high-quality, precise optical instruments.
Following their initial base in Manhattan and Jersey City, the company relocated to
Fairfield County, Connecticut, in 1941, first to Glenbrook, and then establishing a long-
term presence in Norwalk, where it remained until 2000. This period of growth and
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relocation laid the foundational infrastructure for what would become a global
enterprise.

Beyond their military contributions, the founders' inherent curiosity continued to drive
the company toward new scientific frontiers. Even amidst the pressures of wartime
production, Perkin-ElImer managed to allocate resources for research that extended
their optical expertise into novel fields. This forward-thinking approach was
instrumental in shaping the company's future trajectory. By 1944, Perkin-Elmer had
made a significant leap, venturing into the analytical instrument business with the
introduction of the world's first serial infrared spectrometer for laboratories, the Model
12 IR Spectrometer. This groundbreaking instrument marked a pivotal moment,
establishing the company as a major supplier of analytical instruments and
fundamentally altering laboratory operations.

The Model 12 IR Spectrometer represented a paradigm shift in chemical analysis,
offering a quicker and more accurate method for analyzing chemical compounds using
infrared rays. This innovation was particularly timely, given the critical need for high-
quality synthetic rubber during World War Il, which the infrared spectrophotometer
helped to address. The success of this instrument underscored the company’s ability
to not only respond to immediate needs but also to anticipate and shape future
scientific methodologies. It was a clear demonstration of Perkin-Elmer’s founding
principles: combining precision engineering with cutting-edge scientific insight to
create tools that empower discovery.

The establishment of the analytical instruments division signaled a broader vision for
Perkin-Elmer, one that extended beyond mere optical manufacturing into the heart of
scientific research and development. The company quickly diversified its offerings
within this new domain. In May 1955, Perkin-Elmer introduced the first American
commercial gas chromatograph, the Model 154, building upon technology developed
by the English researcher A.J.P. Martin. This further cemented their position as a
leading provider of laboratory analytical equipment. The early 1950s also saw the
introduction of other key instruments, including a commercial flame photometer in
1949 and an infrared spectrophotometer in 1951. These instruments collectively
ushered in a new era for analytical laboratory operations, proving invaluable for
research, production control, and even crime investigations.

The company's commitment to innovation in analytical instrumentation was
unwavering. The introduction of the 'Infracord' Model 137 in 1957 was another
significant development. This instrument, designed to be a more accessible and cost-
effective infrared spectrophotometer, streamlined the analytical process by focusing
on the most commonly used settings. Its design incorporated innovative features, such
as etched foil for slits and wedge attenuators, and a new ceramic tube source, making
it simpler and more efficient. The Infracord series saw continuous improvements and
new variants, including a UV version, the Model 137UV (later the 402), which adapted
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the technology for ultraviolet analysis. This instrument had a remarkable run, shipping
from 1961 to 1979, demonstrating the longevity and impact of Perkin-Elmer's early
designs.

The principles guiding Perkin-Elmer in these nascent years were clear: a dedication to
precision, a drive for innovation, and a responsiveness to the evolving needs of the
scientific community. These foundational values, instilled by Richard Perkin and
Charles Elmer, would continue to shape the company's trajectory for decades to come.
Their early forays into both high-precision optics for defense and groundbreaking
analytical instruments for laboratories established a dual track of technological
development that would characterize much of the company's subsequent history.

The early global ambitions of Perkin-Elmer also began to take shape during this period.
In 1957, the company expanded its manufacturing footprint internationally,
establishing factories in West Germany and Great Britain. This strategic move
underscored a recognition that scientific challenges and opportunities were not
confined by national borders, and that a global presence would be essential for
sustained growth and impact. This international expansion was an early indicator of
the global enterprise that Revvity would eventually become, with operations spanning
numerous countries and serving a diverse customer base worldwide.

Even as the company grew and diversified, the core tenets of its founding remained
firmly in place. The continuous investment in research and development, coupled with
a keen understanding of practical applications, allowed Perkin-Elmer to consistently
deliver instruments that pushed the boundaries of scientific measurement and
analysis. From the precise optics that aided wartime efforts to the sophisticated
analytical tools that revolutionized laboratory science, the early years were a
testament to the power of scientific curiosity married with entrepreneurial drive.

The story of Perkin-Elmer, and by extension, Revvity, is one of continuous evolution,
but it is deeply rooted in these early decades. The initial partnership of Perkin and
Elmer, their shared vision, and their unwavering commitment to innovation and
precision optics laid the groundwork for a company that would not only achieve
commercial success but also contribute significantly to scientific progress. The Model
12 IR Spectrometer, the Model 154 gas chromatograph, and the Infracord series were
not just products; they were symbols of a burgeoning era of scientific instrumentation,
tools that empowered researchers and industries to understand the world around
them with unprecedented clarity.

These early successes fostered a culture of innovation that would become a hallmark
of the company. The ability to pivot from defense optics to analytical instruments, and
to consistently introduce groundbreaking technologies, demonstrated a dynamic and
adaptable enterprise from its very inception. This adaptability, combined with a
steadfast commitment to quality and precision, would prove invaluable as the
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company navigated the complex and ever-changing landscape of scientific and
technological advancement in the years that followed. The principles established in
these formative years were not just guiding lights; they were the very bedrock upon
which the edifice of Revvity would be built, brick by innovative brick.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace


http://www.tcpdf.org

