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Introduction
In an age defined by constant motion and an insatiable demand for energy, the story
of Marathon Petroleum stands as a testament to American ingenuity, resilience, and
global ambition. From its humble origins as the Ohio Oil Company in the late 19th
century, Marathon Petroleum has evolved into one of the world's largest and most
influential energy companies, its operations touching nearly every corner of the globe
and impacting countless lives daily. This book, "A History of Marathon Petroleum: The
Story of a Global Company," embarks on a comprehensive journey through more than
a century of innovation, adaptation, and strategic growth, chronicling the pivotal
moments and the visionary leaders who forged this industrial titan.

Marathon Petroleum's narrative is not merely a chronicle of corporate expansion; it is
a microcosm of the broader energy landscape itself. It reflects the dramatic shifts from
rudimentary refining processes to highly sophisticated technological advancements,
the navigation of economic booms and devastating depressions, and the constant
imperative to adapt to evolving geopolitical landscapes and environmental
responsibilities. As we delve into the intricate details of its past, we uncover the forces
that shaped not only Marathon but also the very fabric of modern industry—from the
first tentative steps into exploration and production to the complex global supply
chains that define its operations today.

This volume provides an in-depth exploration of Marathon Petroleum's multifaceted
journey, examining its strategic acquisitions and divestitures, its pioneering spirit in
technological innovation, and its unwavering commitment to operational excellence.
We will trace the company's expansion from its domestic roots to its formidable
international presence, highlighting the key decisions that propelled its growth and
cemented its status as a global energy leader. From the foundational merger with
Ashland to the strategic spinoffs of Speedway and the establishment of MPLX, each
chapter illuminates a critical phase in the company's evolution, offering insights into
the challenges overcome and the opportunities seized.

Beyond the corporate boardroom and the refining complexes, this history also
considers Marathon Petroleum's profound impact on communities and its evolving role
as a responsible corporate citizen. It examines the company's dedication to
sustainable practices, its efforts in workforce development, and its engagement in the
communities where it operates. In doing so, we gain a deeper understanding of the
human element behind the immense industrial enterprise—the people, their ingenuity,
and their dedication that have been instrumental in shaping Marathon's enduring
legacy.
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Ultimately, "A History of Marathon Petroleum" offers more than just a historical
account; it provides a vital overview of a company that continues to power our world,
illuminating its global importance and its current situation within the dynamic energy
sector. It is a story of relentless pursuit of progress, a testament to the power of
adaptation, and an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the forces that
have shaped, and continue to shape, the global energy industry. Through these pages,
readers will gain a profound appreciation for the intricate dance between commerce,
innovation, and global impact that defines Marathon Petroleum, a true behemoth in
the world of energy.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Roots of Refining: From Ohio Oil
to Marathon
The latter half of the 19th century in America was a whirlwind of innovation and
industrial fervor, and few industries embodied this spirit more completely than oil. It
was a time when intrepid wildcatters, armed with little more than grit and a prayer,
chased the elusive black gold, transforming sleepy agricultural towns into boomtowns
overnight. Ohio, in particular, found itself at the heart of this burgeoning industry. The
year 1885 marked a significant turning point with the discovery of the Trenton
Limestone formation in Allen County, Ohio. This revelation effectively ignited the
"Great Oil Boom" of northwestern Ohio, attracting a flurry of drilling activity and
setting the stage for the emergence of what would eventually become Marathon
Petroleum.

Before this monumental discovery, the petroleum industry was still in its relative
infancy. While oil had been used for centuries, primarily from natural seepages for
medicinal or specialty purposes, the mid-19th century brought about the first modern
oil wells and refineries. The refining process itself, pioneered in the 1850s, focused on
distilling crude oil to extract kerosene, a clean-burning and more consistent alternative
to whale oil for lighting. The nascent industry was characterized by small-scale
operations, but with the increase in available crude, the need for larger processing
systems became apparent.

Against this backdrop of rapid expansion and burgeoning opportunity, the Ohio Oil
Company was founded in 1887 in Lima, Ohio. It was a collective effort by a group of
independent producers who sought to navigate the increasingly dominant presence of
the Standard Oil Company, a behemoth founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1870.
Standard Oil had, by 1890, established an almost unshakeable grip on the U.S.
petroleum industry, creating a challenging environment for smaller ventures. Many
independent oil companies found themselves with a singular market for their crude oil
– Standard Oil – which often led to depressed prices due to oversupply.

Rockefeller, with his keen business acumen, advocated for large, vertically integrated
companies, believing them to be the only ones capable of long-term prosperity. He
famously offered to "take your burden," promising to utilize their abilities and unite
them under a cooperative structure. While many independent owners eventually
capitulated and sold their interests to Standard Oil, a defiant spirit still simmered
among some. The formation of the Ohio Oil Company was, in essence, an attempt to
resist the powerful Standard Oil Trust and establish a measure of independence in the
competitive landscape.
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However, the Ohio alliance, initially formed with Henry Ernst as president, proved to
be a short-lived act of defiance against the formidable Standard Oil. Just two years
after its founding, in 1889, the Ohio Oil Company was acquired by the ever-expanding
Standard Oil Trust. Following the acquisition, James Donnell, a former wildcatter who
had previously made a name for himself by completing Standard Oil's first major gas
well during the Indiana Natural Gas Boom, took over as president. The company's
headquarters were subsequently relocated from Lima to Findlay, Ohio, where they
would remain for over a century.

Under the umbrella of Standard Oil, the Ohio Oil Company continued to grow, primarily
focusing on exploration and production. Its operations expanded significantly, and by
1908, it controlled a remarkable half of all field production across Ohio, Indiana, and
Illinois. All of the crude oil produced by the Ohio Oil Company was funneled directly to
the refineries of its parent company, the Standard Oil Trust. This period saw the
company establish itself as a major pipeline operator, constructing its first oil pipeline
in 1906, which stretched from Martinsville, Illinois, to Preble, Indiana, greatly
facilitating oil transportation.

The dominance of Standard Oil, however, began to draw increasing scrutiny, leading
to a growing anti-trust sentiment across the nation. This culminated in a landmark
decision by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1911, which mandated the breakup of the
Standard Oil monopoly. This pivotal ruling once again cast the Ohio Oil Company into
the role of an independent entity, free from the direct control of the Rockefeller
empire. James Donnell, who had remained president since 1901, retained his
leadership position as the company embarked on its new chapter of independence.

The re-established independence brought with it a renewed focus on expansion. The
Ohio Oil Company extended its exploration operations beyond its traditional Midwest
base, venturing into Wyoming and further westward. Recognizing the increasing need
for integrated operations, especially with the proliferation of automobiles, the
company made a strategic move into refining and marketing. In June 1924, Ohio Oil
acquired the Lincoln Oil Refining Company, a deal that included not only the Robinson
refinery in Illinois but also 17 service stations selling gasoline under the "Linco" brand.
This acquisition provided the Ohio Oil Company with a direct link from its wells to the
consumer, a crucial step in building a fully integrated petroleum enterprise. The
"Linco" brand quickly expanded, fueled by an assured supply of petroleum.

A significant milestone during this period was the co-discovery of the colossal Yates
oilfield in the Permian Basin of West Texas and New Mexico in 1926. This monumental
find, which would ultimately yield millions of dollars for the Ohio Oil Company,
solidified its position as a major player in the exploration and production sector. With
successes mounting in oil exploration and production, the company recognized the
imperative for even more retail outlets for its products.
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The year 1930 marked another transformative moment in the company's history with
the acquisition of Transcontinental Oil. This acquisition was a comprehensive deal,
encompassing oil and natural gas wells, three refineries, bulk storage plants, and
numerous filling stations. Crucially, it was through the Transcontinental Oil acquisition
that the Ohio Oil Company also inherited a valuable brand: "Marathon." The Marathon
brand had been used for gasoline products since 1920, and with it came a distinctive
trademark featuring the Greek runner Pheidippides and the enduring slogan, "Best in
the Long Run." This acquisition not only significantly expanded Ohio Oil's downstream
capabilities but also introduced the name that would, decades later, become
synonymous with the entire company. The Ohio Oil Company's stock also began
publicly trading on the New York Stock Exchange for the first time in 1930, further
cementing its status as a major corporate entity. The roots of refining were firmly
planted, and the company was poised for the challenges and opportunities of the
coming century.
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