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Introduction

Tuvalu, a remote island nation nestled in the heart of the Pacific, often evokes images
of pristine atolls and a unique cultural heritage. Less frequently, however, does one
consider the intricate tapestry of its educational landscape. This book, "Education In
Tuvalu: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education,"
endeavors to illuminate this vital, yet often overlooked, aspect of Tuvaluan society.
From the earliest lessons imparted within families and communities to the pursuit of
advanced academic degrees, education in Tuvalu is a dynamic and evolving journey,
shaped by tradition, global influences, and the pressing realities of a changing world.

The significance of understanding education in Tuvalu extends far beyond its
geographical borders. As a small island developing state, Tuvalu faces distinctive
challenges and opportunities that resonate with other similar nations. Its experiences
in fostering literacy, preserving indigenous knowledge, adapting to environmental
threats, and leveraging international partnerships offer invaluable insights for
educators, policymakers, and development practitioners worldwide. This book seeks to
provide a holistic perspective, acknowledging the deep historical roots of learning in
Tuvalu while simultaneously exploring the contemporary structures, reforms, and
aspirations that define its educational future.

This comprehensive overview will guide readers through the multifaceted dimensions
of education in Tuvalu. We will embark on a journey that begins with the historical
evolution of its educational system and the rich traditions of knowledge transfer that
predate formal schooling. Subsequent chapters will meticulously detail the current
structure and governance of education, from the foundational years of early childhood
and primary schooling to the pathways available in secondary, technical, and
vocational education. The book also delves into the critical areas of higher education,
teacher training, curriculum development, and the complexities of language of
instruction in a bilingual context.

Beyond the structural elements, "Education In Tuvalu" will explore the vital social and
cultural underpinnings of learning. Chapters dedicated to inclusive education, gender
equality, and the profound role of community and culture underscore the nation's
commitment to equitable and culturally relevant pedagogical approaches.
Furthermore, the book addresses the economic realities of funding and financing
education, examining the impact of international aid and partnerships in shaping
educational outcomes. Crucially, we will confront the unique challenges and innovative
solutions pertinent to rural and remote education, and explore the profound impact of
climate change and technology on the delivery and relevance of education in Tuvalu.
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Ultimately, this book aims to be an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to
understand the intricate workings of education in a small island nation facing both
enduring traditions and urgent modern challenges. It offers a nuanced examination of
Tuvalu’s educational journey, celebrating its achievements, analyzing its persistent
hurdles, and casting a hopeful gaze towards its future prospects. Through detailed
analysis, case studies, and a forward-looking perspective, "Education In Tuvalu"
provides a testament to the resilience and aspirations of a nation committed to
empowering its people through knowledge and learning, ensuring that the light of
education continues to shine brightly across its scattered islands.
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Chapter One: The Historical Development of
Education in Tuvalu

The story of education in Tuvalu is as interwoven with its cultural fabric as the intricate
patterns of a finely woven pandanus mat. Long before the arrival of European
explorers and missionaries, the islands of Tuvalu, then known as the Ellice Islands, had
their own robust systems of learning and knowledge transfer. These systems, deeply
rooted in Polynesian traditions, ensured the survival and prosperity of communities
across the scattered atolls. They were not formalized in the way we understand
"schools" today, but they were no less effective in preparing individuals for life in their
unique island environment.

Indigenous Learning Before European Contact

The first inhabitants of Tuvalu, Polynesian people who migrated from Samoa, Tonga,
Tokelau, and Uvea approximately 2,000 years ago, brought with them a rich oral
tradition and practical knowledge essential for island living. Education in these early
societies was primarily informal, a continuous process of observation, imitation, and
direct instruction from elders. Children learned the knowledge, skills, and attitudes
necessary for daily survival and community life from their parents and other
experienced members of the society.

This informal education encompassed a vast array of subjects, from the intricacies of
social relations and lineage to the practical skills of fishing, farming, and house-
building. Boys would learn fishing techniques, how to cultivate taro, and the art of
canoe voyaging, skills vital for sustenance and inter-island travel. Girls, on the other
hand, would master cooking, weaving, and looking after the home, contributing to the
household's well-being and the perpetuation of cultural practices. This hands-on
approach ensured that each generation acquired the expertise needed to thrive in
their specific environment, adapting to the subtle rhythms of the ocean and land.

Beyond these everyday skills, traditional learning also included highly organized and
ritualistic forms of non-formal education. The teaching of traditional dances, for
instance, involved specialized knowledge and skills passed down through generations.
Participants were meticulously instructed in body movements and the observance of
associated rituals, culminating in a public performance for the community. Similarly,
traditional ceremonies and clan gatherings served as important platforms for both
adults and children to learn about communal welfare, exchange ideas, and absorb the
collective wisdom of their elders.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Formal education, characterized by structured, organized instruction with designated
teachers and even special buildings, also existed in some traditional Pacific
communities. While details specific to pre-European Tuvalu are less documented in
this regard, initiation rites for young people reaching puberty in other Pacific islands
illustrate this structured learning. These rites involved isolating male youths in special
buildings with knowledgeable elders, where they received instruction and training in
preparation for adulthood. In Tuvalu, female teachers have recounted similar
experiences of young girls being secluded in a hut during puberty and provided with
specific diets, suggesting comparable forms of organized cultural transmission.

The Arrival of Missionaries and the Dawn of Formal Schooling

The relative isolation of the Ellice Islands began to diminish with the arrival of
European explorers in the 16th century, though consistent charting and interaction
only began in the 1820s with whalers and traders. However, the most profound
catalyst for change in Tuvaluan education arrived in the mid-19th century with
Christian missionaries. Their agenda was clear: to evangelize the islanders, and
education became a powerful tool in achieving this goal.

The informal introduction of Protestant Christianity to Tuvalu occurred in 1861 when
Elekana, a deacon from a Congregational church in Manihiki in the Cook Islands, was
shipwrecked on Nukulaelae atoll. He began sharing Christian teachings, marking the
beginning of a profound shift in Tuvaluan society. Elekana, trained at the Malua
Theological College, a London Missionary Society (LMS) school in Samoa, laid the
groundwork for the establishment of the Church of Tuvalu.

Formal missionary efforts commenced on May 10, 1865, under the auspices of the
London Missionary Society's Samoan Missionary Enterprise. Samoan pastors were
deployed across Tuvalu's atolls, establishing outposts and introducing formal
education, including schools on islands like Funafuti within the first decade. These
mission schools were primarily concerned with teaching the local people to read and
understand their scriptures, often translating the Bible into local languages. The
Samoan missionaries and their wives played a significant role not only in spreading
the Gospel but also in educating the indigenous people in literacy.

By 1878, Protestantism was well established, with preachers on each island. The
ministers of what became the Church of Tuvalu were predominantly Samoans, and
their influence extended to the development of the Tuvaluan language and music. The
mission schools, therefore, became the earliest form of structured, formal education in
Tuvalu, gradually altering the landscape of traditional learning. Many Tuvaluans in the
19th century received advanced education in Samoa, often at institutions like the
Malua Theological College, preparing some for missionary work in other Pacific islands.

British Protectorate and the Establishment of Government
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Schools

The late 19th century saw Tuvalu, then the Ellice Islands, fall under British influence.
Between October 9 and 16, 1892, Captain Herbert Gibson of HMS Curacoa formally
declared each of the Ellice Islands a British protectorate. This move was partly driven
by a desire to curb the slave trade and forestall American expansion in the region.
From 1892 to 1916, the Ellice Islands were governed as a British protectorate,
administered by a Resident Commissioner based in the Gilbert Islands.

With the establishment of the British protectorate, early laws were introduced that
significantly impacted education. The Native Laws of the Ellice Islands, drafted in 1894
by the first Resident Commissioner, Charles Richard Swayne, made school attendance
compulsory for children. This marked a pivotal shift from voluntary attendance at
mission schools to a legally mandated educational obligation. While the missionaries
continued their educational endeavors, the British administration gradually began to
take an interest in establishing its own schools.

In 1905, the London Missionary Society established a primary school at Motufoua on
Vaitupu. This institution was initially intended to prepare young men for the LMS
seminary in Samoa and later evolved into the Motufoua Secondary School. For many
years, Motufoua exclusively admitted students from LMS church schools. However, the
arrival of Donald Gilbert Kennedy in 1923, who became headmaster of a new
government school on Funafuti, signaled the beginning of government involvement in
direct education provision. The school was later moved to Vaitupu in 1924.

In 1916, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony was formed, a colonial entity that would
last until 1974. This period saw a gradual expansion of government services, though
most administration, including that related to education, was conducted through
island governments supervised by a single district officer. While mission schools
primarily focused on evangelization, government schools emphasized different
objectives, aiming to produce clerks, administrators, and other public servants to
support the colonial administration.

The early government schools were established on Nui, Nukufetau, and Vaitupu in
1953, and on other islands in the following year, replacing existing primary schools.
However, these schools initially lacked the capacity to accommodate all children, a
situation that improved in 1963 when the government began to enhance educational
standards. This era also saw Tuvaluan students being able to sit selection tests for
admission to secondary schools located on Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands, such as King
George V Secondary School for boys and Elaine Bernacchi Secondary School for girls.

Towards Independence and Educational Autonomy

The mid-20th century witnessed growing aspirations for self-determination across
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British colonies in the Pacific. In 1963, the London Missionary Society and the
administration of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony began to cooperate in providing
education, allowing students from government schools to enroll in institutions like
Motufoua. This collaboration marked a crucial step towards a more unified educational
approach. A secondary school for girls was also opened at Motufoua in 1970.

The political landscape shifted dramatically in 1974 when the Ellice Islanders voted to
separate from the Gilbert Islands, which would eventually become Kiribati. This
decision led to the formation of Tuvalu as a separate British territory, and eventually,
full independence within the Commonwealth on October 1, 1978. The year of
independence, 1978, was also when Tuvalu passed its Education Act. This legislation
formalized the structure for compulsory primary education, initially for children aged
six to thirteen.

With independence, the administration of Motufoua Secondary School, which had been
jointly managed by the Church of Tuvalu and the government since 1975, transitioned
to become the sole responsibility of the Department of Education of Tuvalu. This
period marked a significant move towards national control and the development of an
education system tailored to Tuvalu's specific needs and aspirations. The
government's strategy for education aimed to raise teaching and learning standards,
enhance curriculum relevance, ensure adequate provision for special needs, and
strengthen education system management.

Post-Independence Reforms and Modern Developments

Following independence, Tuvalu embarked on a journey of educational reforms aimed
at shaping a system that would serve its young nation. In 1979, the Tuvalu Maritime
Training Institute (TMTI) was established on Funafuti with Australian aid, providing
vocational, technical, and commerce courses. This institution underscored the nation's
recognition of the importance of practical skills and pathways for employment,
particularly in seafaring.

Significant reforms were introduced in 1991, extending the length of primary schooling
from six to eight years and making secondary education compulsory for two years
without a selective entrance exam. These changes were designed to ensure that
Tuvaluan cultural values and language were maintained within the curriculum, striking
a balance between academic and technical disciplines. Efforts were also made to
reorganize course programs to reflect this commitment.

The Tuvaluan education system today provides free and compulsory primary
education. While some sources indicate compulsory education from age seven for
seven years, more recent information suggests it is for ages six to sixteen. Primary
schooling generally lasts for eight years, culminating in the National Year 8
Examination, which serves as an entrance examination for secondary education.
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Despite the progress, challenges persist, particularly concerning teacher training,
resources, and varying literacy standards across primary schools. In 2010, there were
1,918 students taught by 109 teachers, with a primary school teacher-pupil ratio of
around 1:18, though Nauti School on Funafuti, the largest primary school, had a ratio
of 1:27 due to over 900 students. By 2023, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
(MEYS) reported 1,855 primary students taught by 147 primary teachers, with a pupil-
teacher ratio of 1:13 and 59% of primary teachers certified.

The historical development of education in Tuvalu is a testament to the nation's
resilience and adaptability. From indigenous learning practices that sustained
communities for centuries to the profound influence of missionary and colonial
education, and finally to the post-independence efforts to forge a uniquely Tuvaluan
system, the journey has been dynamic. While traditional knowledge continues to be
highly valued, modern education increasingly emphasizes a balance between cultural
preservation and preparing students for global opportunities, addressing
contemporary challenges like literacy rates and the ongoing preservation of the
Tuvaluan language.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace


http://www.tcpdf.org

