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Introduction
Education is the bedrock of societal progress, a powerful engine driving individual
empowerment and national development. In the West African nation of Togo, the
educational landscape is a vibrant, evolving tapestry woven from historical legacies,
cultural nuances, and contemporary aspirations. From the earliest lessons imparted in
childhood to the specialized pursuits of higher learning, the journey through Togo’s
educational system reflects the nation’s ongoing commitment to nurturing its human
capital and fostering a brighter future. This book, "Education In Togo: A
Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on a
detailed exploration of this vital sector, offering an in-depth look at its structure,
challenges, and triumphs.

Togo's educational system, like many in post-colonial Africa, has been shaped by a
complex interplay of indigenous traditions, colonial influences, and subsequent
national reforms. Understanding its current state necessitates an appreciation of these
foundational elements, which have sculpted everything from pedagogical approaches
to administrative frameworks. This book delves into these historical underpinnings,
providing context for the present and shedding light on the pathways that have led to
the current educational paradigms. It then meticulously dissects the existing structure,
guiding readers through the various tiers of schooling and the distinct pathways
available to students, from general academic tracks to specialized vocational training.

The scope of this comprehensive overview extends beyond mere structural
descriptions. We explore the critical facets of access and quality across all levels,
examining the nuances of early childhood development, the foundational importance
of primary education, and the diverse offerings within secondary and higher
education. The challenges faced by the system—ranging from issues of funding and
infrastructure to disparities in access between urban and rural areas—are confronted
head-on. Simultaneously, the book highlights the remarkable achievements and
innovative solutions being implemented to overcome these hurdles, showcasing the
resilience and dedication of educators, policymakers, and communities across Togo.

Crucially, "Education In Togo" also investigates the broader societal impact of
education. It examines how educational policies are intertwined with national
development goals, explores the significant role of international aid in supporting
educational initiatives, and addresses pertinent social issues such as gender
disparities and the provision of special education needs. The influence of technology,
the complexities of language of instruction in a multilingual nation, and the
importance of non-formal education and adult literacy programs are also given due
attention, painting a holistic picture of education’s reach and relevance.
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This book is intended for a diverse audience, including researchers, policymakers,
educators, development practitioners, and anyone with a keen interest in the
educational landscape of Togo or sub-Saharan Africa. By offering a thoroughly
researched and meticulously presented analysis, we aim to provide valuable insights
into the strengths and weaknesses of the Togolese educational system, fostering a
deeper understanding of its dynamics. Ultimately, "Education In Togo" seeks to
contribute to ongoing dialogues about educational advancement, inspiring further
research, informing effective policy-making, and celebrating the transformative power
of learning in Togo.

The journey through these pages will illuminate not only the intricate workings of a
nation's educational system but also the profound hopes and aspirations that rest
upon it. From the classroom to the policy meeting, from individual learners to national
strategies, this book endeavors to capture the essence of education in Togo—a
dynamic force continually striving to equip its citizens with the knowledge and skills
necessary for a prosperous and sustainable future.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Togolese
Education
Before the arrival of European powers, education in the territory that would become
Togo was largely an oral tradition, deeply embedded within the social and cultural
fabric of various ethnic groups. Knowledge, skills, and values were transmitted from
elders to younger generations through storytelling, apprenticeships, ceremonies, and
daily life. This informal system ensured the preservation of indigenous languages,
customs, and practical expertise necessary for survival and community cohesion.
Children learned agricultural techniques, hunting skills, crafts, and social etiquette, all
crucial for their roles within their respective communities.

The fifteenth century marked a shift with the arrival of Portuguese merchants and
evangelists by sea, introducing new influences. Simultaneously, the gradual spread of
Islam inland, particularly among the predominantly Mandingo societies, also began to
shape educational practices. These external contacts brought new forms of learning,
including Arabic literacy for Islamic studies and, to a lesser extent, European
languages for trade and religious instruction. However, these early influences
remained localized and did not establish a widespread formal educational system
across the entire territory.

German Colonial Rule and the Dawn of Formal Education

The formal schooling system in Togo truly began to take shape at the end of the 19th
century under German colonial rule, which officially commenced in 1885 following the
Berlin Conference. Initially, German administrators collaborated with traditional chiefs,
often requiring prominent citizens to send their children to school. The primary aim of
these early schools was to meet the essential needs of the colonial administration and
facilitate economic exploitation of the colonies.

Missionary societies, both Catholic and Protestant, played a pivotal role in establishing
schools during the German period. Around 1910, there were 163 evangelical and 196
Catholic educational establishments, reflecting the significant missionary investment
in education. These mission schools often taught in local languages, particularly Ewe,
and also incorporated German. While the missionaries did not impose German as the
primary language of instruction, the colonial administration later pressured church
leaders to prioritize the spread of the German language, customs, and economic
practices, even attempting to eliminate English instruction in mission and state
schools by 1904. Despite these efforts, the local population, particularly in southern
Togo, showed a strong desire to learn English.
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A notable, albeit short-lived, initiative during the German era was the "cotton school
experiment" launched around 1900 in Notsé. This agricultural school aimed to
formalize the transfer of knowledge and skills required to transform the local economy
from subsistence to capitalist modes of production, specifically focusing on cash-crop
cotton production for German industry. African Americans from Tuskegee, Alabama,
under the leadership of Booker T. Washington, were even dispatched to German Togo
to enhance cotton production. This experiment, which concluded with the end of
German rule in 1914, highlights the pragmatic and economic motivations behind some
of the early colonial educational endeavors. By 1913, there were only four public
schools with 341 students, a stark contrast to the 348 denominational schools
educating over 14,000 pupils, underscoring the dominance of missionary education
during this period.

Franco-British Partition and the French Mandate

German rule in Togo ended abruptly with the outbreak of World War I. In August 1914,
Franco-British forces compelled the Germans to capitulate, leading to Togo becoming
a mandate of the Society of Nations (SDN), partitioned between French and British
administrations. The larger eastern part became French Togoland, while the western
strip was administered by the British, eventually becoming part of Ghana. This
partition significantly influenced the subsequent educational trajectories in each zone.

Under the French mandate, which began around 1920, the educational system in
French Togoland underwent a significant transformation, aligning itself with the French
model. The French administration prohibited the English language in their zone and, in
1922, officially imposed French as the language of public education. This policy
marked a distinct departure from the German approach, which had allowed for greater
use of vernacular languages in instruction. The French educational policy was less
flexible than the British, enforcing the French language at the elementary school level,
whereas British colonies often began education in local dialects before introducing
English.

During the period between 1920 and 1927, the school system in French Togoland was
characterized by low development and limited expansion of opportunities. In
1920-1921, there were 5,305 students distributed across 6 public schools and 63
missionary schools. However, the period between 1946 and 1960 witnessed rapid
development in primary schooling and the emergence and consolidation of secondary
education, aimed at training local elites. The French opened a complementary course
in Lomé in 1922, which became a fast track for social mobility, especially for future
leaders and medical professionals. Children from the coast, who were culturally
privileged, constituted two-thirds of the 343 students trained there over 22 years.
Despite this, some of the upper-class families in Lomé, who were oriented towards
trade and the English language, preferred sending their children to the Gold Coast
(British-administered territory) for education. By the end of the French mandate, a
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national network of schools had developed, concentrated near the coast and along the
railway lines, encompassing private Catholic schools, public schools, and Koranic
schools.

Post-Independence Era and National Reforms

Togo gained independence from France on April 27, 1960. Following independence,
education was immediately recognized as a national priority. However, the educational
system largely retained the French colonial model in its programmatic structure,
curriculum, and language of instruction, thereby perpetuating a gap between the
school system and the realities and needs of the Togolese population. This legacy
meant that French remained the official language of government and commerce, and
the sole medium of instruction at all levels, despite efforts to promote indigenous
languages.

From 1960 to 1975, significant efforts were undertaken to increase school enrollment,
particularly in primary education, which saw an increase from 26.29% to 44% between
1960 and 1970. However, this expansion often came at the expense of educational
quality, leading to challenges such as overcrowded classrooms, underqualified
teachers, and insufficient infrastructure and teaching materials. The persistence of the
colonial model, with its focus on producing administrative support staff, also meant
that the education system was not adequately responding to the diverse needs of a
newly independent nation.

A major turning point arrived in May 1975 with the promulgation of a comprehensive
education reform, often referred to as the "New School." This reform set ambitious
objectives, including achieving universal primary schooling for all children by 1985.
The 1975 reform aimed to improve teaching services, promote a pedagogy adapted to
the country's realities, and foster greater professionalism in education. It promised a
real contribution to a democratic society where students would be trained according to
their social needs, with vocational and technical education seen as crucial for
development and poverty alleviation. While the enrollment rate in primary education
initially surged to 72% by 1980, it subsequently declined to 52% by 1985 before slowly
rising again to 63% by 1990. Despite these fluctuations, the period saw improvements
across the country and in various economic regions, driven by government initiatives
and parental demand for schooling.

The post-independence period also saw the establishment of higher education
institutions. The first university, the University of Lomé, opened in 1970, with
instruction entirely in French. English was offered as an upper-division class. In 1977,
the government established the Direction de la Formation Permanente de l'Action et
de la Recherche Pedagogique (DIFOP), a pedagogical research institute tasked with
developing textbooks in Ewe and Kabiye and overseeing teacher training for these
languages. The ultimate goal was to replace French with these two designated
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Togolese languages as the medium of instruction and to nationalize the curriculum,
making it more relevant to Togolese culture and needs.

However, the implementation of these reforms faced significant challenges, including
economic and financial constraints that impacted the quality and efficiency of primary
education. The structure and programs of teaching largely remained similar to those
at independence, and essential factors for student learning, such as qualified teachers,
adequate teaching materials, and sufficient classrooms, were often lacking. Despite
the aspirations for decolonizing education, the reality in the field, particularly in
vocational education, often saw French cooperants continuing to teach as they had in
France, with curricular adjustments in some cases merely adapting programs from
other Francophone African countries like Côte d'Ivoire and Tunisia. The abolition of
primary school fees in 2008 marked another significant government action, in
partnership with UNICEF, aimed at improving access to education, particularly for
poorer families. These historical layers—from indigenous oral traditions to German
missionary schools, French assimilationist policies, and post-independence
reforms—have profoundly shaped the current educational landscape of Togo, creating
a complex foundation upon which modern advancements are being built.
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