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Introduction

Education is the bedrock of national development, a powerful catalyst for individual
growth, societal progress, and economic prosperity. In the Kingdom of Eswatini,
formerly Swaziland, the journey of education has been a dynamic and evolving one,
shaped by historical legacies, cultural values, and the aspirations of a nation striving
for a brighter future. This book, Education In Swaziland: A Comprehensive Overview
from Early Childhood to Higher Education, offers an in-depth exploration of this vital
sector, providing a holistic perspective on its multifaceted dimensions and profound
impact. It delves into the intricate workings of the Eswatini education system, tracing
its evolution and examining its current landscape with meticulous detail.

This comprehensive overview aims to illuminate the strides made, the challenges
encountered, and the ongoing efforts to enhance educational access, equity, and
quality across all levels. From the foundational stages of early childhood care and
development to the specialized realms of higher education and vocational training, the
book meticulously unpacks each component, offering insights into curriculum design,
teacher development, policy frameworks, and the critical role of technology. It
recognizes that education is not a static entity but a continually adapting system
influenced by global trends, national priorities, and the unique socioeconomic context
of Eswatini.

The scope of this book is intentionally broad, reflecting the interconnectedness of
various educational tiers and the diverse factors that influence learning outcomes. We
journey from the historical underpinnings that laid the groundwork for the modern
education system to contemporary discussions surrounding quality assurance, funding
mechanisms, and international partnerships. Particular attention is paid to critical
issues such as gender disparities, inclusivity for learners with special needs, and the
impact of socioeconomic factors on educational attainment. By addressing these
crucial areas, the book seeks to foster a deeper understanding of the complexities
inherent in building a resilient and equitable education system.

This book is designed for a wide audience, including policymakers, educators,
researchers, students, and anyone with a vested interest in the future of Eswatini. It
serves as an invaluable resource for those seeking to comprehend the intricacies of
the nation's educational landscape, offering data-driven insights and analytical
perspectives. Whether you are an academic exploring comparative education systems,
a development practitioner working in the field, or simply a curious reader wishing to
understand the educational journey of Eswatini, this book provides a rich tapestry of
information, analysis, and forward-looking perspectives.
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Ultimately, Education In Swaziland is more than just a factual account; it is an
invitation to engage with the ongoing dialogue about educational reform and
innovation in Eswatini. By presenting a thorough examination of its strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, the book aspires to contribute to informed
decision-making and collaborative action. It is our hope that this work will not only
serve as a definitive reference but also inspire continued efforts to nurture a robust,
inclusive, and future-ready education system that empowers every Eswatini citizen to
reach their full potential, contributing to the sustainable development and prosperity
of the Kingdom.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Education
in Eswatini

The narrative of education in Eswatini, a nation formerly known as Swaziland, is
deeply interwoven with its historical trajectory, a story rich with pre-colonial
indigenous practices, the transformative influence of missionary endeavors, and the
shaping hand of colonial administration. Before the arrival of European missionaries,
education in what is now Eswatini was an informal yet potent force, deeply embedded
within the fabric of family and community life. This traditional system was not about
classrooms and textbooks but about the transmission of practical skills, cultural
values, and the oral traditions that defined the Swazi identity. Children learned
through active participation in daily life, observing their elders, and engaging in rites
of passage that instilled a sense of responsibility and belonging. Boys would learn
hunting, herding, and warfare strategies from their fathers and other male relatives,
while girls would master domestic skills, agricultural practices, and childcare from
their mothers and aunts. This was an education for survival, for community cohesion,
and for the perpetuation of a distinct cultural heritage.

The arrival of missionaries in the mid-19th century marked a pivotal turning point,
introducing a new paradigm of formal education that gradually began to challenge and
reshape these traditional structures. Early missionary efforts were primarily driven by
the desire to evangelize, and education was seen as an indispensable tool for
achieving this goal. The first mission schools, established by groups like the Methodist
and Anglican churches, focused on literacy and numeracy, primarily so that converts
could read the Bible. These nascent institutions were rudimentary, often operating out
of temporary shelters or church buildings, with limited resources and a curriculum
heavily biased towards religious instruction. However, they laid the foundational
stones for what would eventually become a national education system. The
missionaries, despite their primary evangelistic aims, recognized the broader benefits
of education and slowly expanded their offerings to include basic vocational skills and
rudimentary English. This period saw a slow but steady increase in the number of
mission schools, each serving as a small beacon of Western education in a
predominantly traditional landscape.

As the 20th century dawned, the British colonial administration, which had formally
established its protectorate over Swaziland in 1903, began to take a more direct,
albeit initially limited, interest in the provision of education. Their approach, however,
was characterized by a policy of indirect rule, meaning they often relied on existing
traditional authorities and, crucially, on the established missionary societies to deliver
educational services. This created a dual system where mission schools continued to
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dominate, albeit now with some government oversight and, occasionally, financial
assistance. The colonial government's involvement was largely driven by the need for
a semi-skilled workforce to support its administrative functions and emerging
economic activities, particularly in mining and agriculture. Consequently, the
curriculum in these schools began to incorporate more practical subjects alongside
religious instruction and basic literacy. The emphasis was on producing clerks,
interpreters, and agricultural laborers, rather than on fostering critical thinking or
higher academic pursuits.

The establishment of the Native Administration Proclamation in 1944 further
formalized the role of the colonial government in education, leading to the creation of
advisory boards that included representatives from both the government and
missionary societies. This move aimed to standardize the curriculum and improve the
quality of instruction across the protectorate. While progress was gradual, these
measures contributed to a slow expansion of educational opportunities, particularly at
the primary level. However, access remained uneven, heavily skewed towards urban
centers and areas with a strong missionary presence. Rural areas often lagged, with
limited schools and fewer qualified teachers. Furthermore, secondary education
remained a rare commodity, largely reserved for a select few who could afford to
travel to neighboring South Africa for further studies. This created a clear educational
divide, with the majority of the population having access to only rudimentary primary
schooling, if any at all.

The post-World War Il era brought with it a renewed focus on social development
across British colonies, and Swaziland was no exception. There was a growing
recognition that education was crucial for self-governance and economic
advancement. This period saw increased funding from the colonial development and
welfare funds, which enabled the construction of more schools and the training of a
greater number of local teachers. The curriculum also began to evolve, moving slightly
away from its purely religious and vocational focus towards a more academic
orientation, although still heavily influenced by the British educational model. The
establishment of teacher training colleges within Swaziland, such as Nazarene Training
College, was a significant step, as it addressed the critical shortage of qualified
educators and began to build a local capacity for educational delivery. These
institutions were instrumental in professionalizing the teaching force and improving
the overall quality of instruction.

As the winds of independence began to sweep across Africa in the 1960s, education
became an even more central theme in Swaziland's national discourse. There was a
palpable desire among the Swazi people for an education system that would empower
them to take control of their own destiny and build a prosperous nation. The pre-
independence period withessed a surge in demand for schooling, and the government,
in anticipation of self-rule, began to accelerate its efforts to expand educational access
and improve quality. This included increasing the number of government-funded
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schools and further developing the secondary education sector. The University of
Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland (UBLS) was established in 1964, with a campus in
Kwaluseni, Swaziland, marking a momentous step towards providing higher education
opportunities within the country. This institution, later to become the University of
Eswatini, symbolized a commitment to fostering intellectual growth and producing the
skilled professionals needed for national development.

Upon gaining independence in 1968, the newly sovereign Kingdom of Swaziland
inherited an education system that, while expanded, still bore the indelible marks of
its colonial and missionary past. The challenges were immense: a shortage of qualified
teachers, inadequate infrastructure, a curriculum that was not fully attuned to national
needs, and persistent disparities in access. However, independence also brought with
it the opportunity to reshape the education system to reflect national aspirations and
priorities. The government immediately embarked on a path of educational reform,
recognizing that a well-educated populace was fundamental to achieving its
development goals. The focus shifted towards universal primary education, with
significant investment in teacher training and curriculum localization. This era marked
a concerted effort to move away from a system designed to serve colonial interests
towards one that would empower Swazi citizens and contribute to the nation's self-
sufficiency and progress. The historical foundations, therefore, laid a complex
groundwork upon which the modern Eswatini education system would continue to
build, adapt, and evolve.
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