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Introduction

Ukraine, a nation at the crossroads of Europe, boasts a rich and complex history,
deeply intertwined with the development of its educational system. Far from a static
entity, Ukrainian education has continually evolved, adapting to societal shifts,
political transformations, and the enduring aspirations of its people. This book,
"Education In Ukraine: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher
Education," embarks on a journey to explore this dynamic landscape, offering readers
an in-depth understanding of how knowledge is imparted, skills are honed, and futures
are shaped within this resilient nation.

From the foundational learning experiences of early childhood in nurseries and
kindergartens to the specialized pursuits within universities, academies, and institutes,
this comprehensive overview delves into every facet of the Ukrainian educational
framework. We will examine the historical currents that have sculpted its present
form, tracing the pivotal reforms and policy shifts that have aimed to modernize and
enhance its effectiveness. Understanding the intricate structure of the system, from
primary to secondary education, including vocational and technical pathways, is
crucial to appreciating the breadth of opportunities available to Ukrainian learners.

Beyond the formal structures, this book illuminates the vital components that ensure
quality and foster growth. We will explore the rigorous processes of admission to
higher education, including the significance of the ZNO (External Independent
Evaluation), and investigate the mechanisms of quality assurance that uphold
academic standards. The dedicated professionals who drive this
system—teachers—will be highlighted through a discussion of their education and
professional development. Furthermore, we delve into the crucial aspects of inclusive
education, ensuring that the needs of all children, including those with special needs,
are met.

In an increasingly interconnected and digital world, the role of distance learning and
digitalization in Ukrainian education is paramount, as is the growing presence and
impact of private educational institutions. The book also sheds light on Ukraine’s
engagement with the global academic community through international cooperation
and exchange programs, demonstrating its commitment to fostering cross-cultural
understanding and academic excellence. We will also examine the practicalities of
funding and the economics of education, alongside the indispensable role of parents
and community in nurturing student success and well-being, including the vibrant
tapestry of student life and extracurricular activities.

No examination of a national education system would be complete without
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acknowledging its inherent challenges and opportunities. Ukraine's educational
journey has been profoundly impacted by recent conflicts, creating unique hurdles
that demand innovative solutions and resilient approaches. Looking ahead, we will
consider future trends, including the expansion of adult education and lifelong
learning, the critical role of scientific research and innovation in higher education, and
the profound significance of the Ukrainian language and culture in shaping the
educational experience.

This book is intended for a diverse audience: educators, policymakers, researchers,
students, and anyone with an interest in understanding the nuances of education in
Ukraine. It aims to provide a robust foundation for those seeking to engage with the
Ukrainian educational system, offering insights that are both informative and thought-
provoking. Ultimately, "Education In Ukraine" serves as a testament to the enduring
power of education as a cornerstone of national development, resilience, and the
relentless pursuit of a brighter future.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Development of Ukrainian
Education

The story of Ukrainian education is a grand tapestry, woven with threads of deep
historical roots, foreign influences, periods of flourishing autonomy, and often, the
painful imposition of external ideologies. To truly understand the current state of
education in Ukraine, one must journey back through the centuries, witnessing its
continuous adaptation and resilience in the face of shifting political landscapes and
cultural tides.

The earliest glimmers of organized learning in Ukraine can be traced to the era of
Kyivan Rus', a powerful medieval state that laid the foundations for Ukrainian identity.
With the adoption of Christianity as the state religion in 988 by Prince Volodymyr the
Great, Byzantine educational traditions, intrinsically linked with the Orthodox Church,
began to take root. While not a formalized, widespread system as we might
understand it today, education during this period saw the training of clergy in
episcopal cathedrals, a practice mirroring that in Byzantium. Princes and nobles often
received their education from private tutors at home.

Prince Volodymyr himself is said to have encouraged "book learning" by compelling
children of the upper classes to attend school. Later, Yaroslav the Wise, a prominent
figure of Kyivan Rus', further emphasized the importance of literacy, allocating
stipends in 1037 for priests who taught people to read and write in churches. Historical
evidence suggests that literacy was not uncommon among the urban population, even
among women, and fluency in foreign languages was highly valued at princely courts.
Prince Vsevolod Yaroslavych, for instance, was noted for his command of five
languages, a benchmark for educated monarchs of his time. Greek was widely known
among church scribes, and by the mid-14th century, the presence of Latin at the
courts of Galicia-Volhynia indicated a growing Western European influence in
education. This early period established a foundational respect for learning that would
echo through subsequent eras.

However, the Kyivan Rus' state, despite its advancements, did not establish a clearly
defined, centralized school system. This lack of a unified structure meant that when
Kyivan Rus' lost its statehood, the consistent level of education could not be
maintained across the territories. Many Ukrainians seeking higher education were then
compelled to travel abroad, attending Latin universities in places like Cracow and
Prague. The Mongol-Tatar invasion further disrupted the nascent educational
landscape, leading to a decline in educational levels and a shift towards a more elite
form of schooling, primarily for the children of princes and boyars.
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A pivotal development in Ukrainian education emerged in the late 16th and 17th
centuries with the rise of "brotherhood schools." These institutions, established by
religious brotherhoods, played a crucial role in preserving Orthodox faith and
Ukrainian cultural identity in the face of increasing Catholic and Protestant influences,
particularly under the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The first brotherhood school
was founded in Lviv in 1586 by the Lviv Dormition Brotherhood. These schools were
groundbreaking for their time, as they were open to students from various social
strata, judging them by achievement rather than lineage - a stark contrast to many
contemporary Jesuit schools.

The Lviv Dormition Brotherhood School served as a model for numerous other
brotherhood schools established across Ukrainian and Belarusian lands, including the
significant Kyiv Epiphany Brotherhood School, founded in 1615. Initially, these schools
focused on a Greek-Church Slavonic curriculum, with lectures in Church Slavonic and
Greek as a second language. However, many soon adopted the structure and
curriculum of Jesuit schools, with Latin becoming the primary language of instruction.
Ukrainian was primarily used for examinations and, later, for teaching catechism.
These brotherhood schools were more than just educational establishments; they were
cultural hubs, uniting writers, poets, printers, and teachers, and contributing
significantly to the growth of religious and national consciousness.

The most celebrated offspring of the brotherhood school movement was undoubtedly
the Kyiv Mohyla Academy. Established in 1632 through the merger of the Kyiv
Epiphany Brotherhood School and the Kyivan Cave Monastery School by Petro Mohyla,
this institution quickly became the leading center of higher education in 17th and 18th-
century Ukraine. Petro Mohyla's vision was to create an academy that could rival the
Jesuit schools in intellectual rigor and apply this learning to the defense of the
Orthodox faith. The academy adopted the organizational structure, teaching methods,
and curriculum of Jesuit schools, emphasizing Latin and Polish alongside Church
Slavonic and Ruthenian.

Despite initial resistance and a lesser status granted by King Wtadystaw IV Vasa, Kyiv
Mohyla College eventually received full academy privileges in 1694 and was officially
recognized by Peter 1 in 1701. It became the first institution in Eastern Europe to grant
doctoral degrees in 1701. The academy's curriculum expanded to include modern
languages, history, mathematics, medicine, and geography, attracting a growing
enrollment of students, many of whom were encouraged to pursue further education
at European universities. The Kyiv Mohyla Academy played a critical role in educating
the civil and ecclesiastical elite of both the Hetmanate and, later, the Russian Empire,
and was instrumental in preserving and developing Ukrainian language, literature, and
culture.

The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed significant shifts in the geopolitical landscape
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of Ukraine, with parts of its territory falling under the control of the Russian Empire
and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. These political divisions profoundly impacted the
development of education. In the territories under Russian rule, policies increasingly
favored Russification, often at the expense of the Ukrainian language and culture. The
use of Ukrainian in official functions, including schools, was largely proscribed. While
some Sunday schools briefly offered elementary education in Ukrainian between 1859
and 1862, these were soon shut down by the imperial government, fearing
revolutionary agitation and a loss of control over education. This suppression led to a
significant decline in literacy rates in Russian-ruled Ukraine, with literacy falling to 26
percent by 1897, below the average for the Russian Empire.

Despite these restrictions, some educational advancements occurred. The educational
reforms of the 1860s stimulated the establishment of new institutions and the
introduction of more progressive teaching methods, allowing children from various
social strata to access primary schools. The number of schools saw substantial growth,
and the first teachers' training schools and seminaries were established in cities like
Kyiv. Kharkiv University, founded in 1805, became the first university in Russian-ruled
Ukraine. However, the overall educational landscape remained heavily influenced by
imperial policies aimed at assimilation.

In Western Ukraine, which was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, educational
opportunities for Ukrainians were also scarce. The majority of the population remained
illiterate, and primary schools often offered only one grade. Instruction was
predominantly in German, Polish, Hungarian, and Romanian, with very few schools
using Ukrainian as the language of instruction. This period highlights the constant
struggle for the preservation of national identity through education in the face of
dominant external powers.

The early 20th century brought further upheaval and the brief but significant period of
the Ukrainian Revolution (1917-1921). With the establishment of the Ukrainian
People's Republic in 1917, there was a strong desire to build a "new Ukrainian school"
based on European pedagogical principles. Ukrainian secondary education expanded
rapidly, and efforts were made to Ukrainianize the school system. In August 1917, the
first congress of Ukrainian teachers was held in Kyiv, and the Ukrainian Pedagogical
Academy was founded. Two Ukrainian universities, the Ukrainian State University of
Kyiv and Kamianets-Podilskyi Ukrainian State University, were also opened during this
period. These efforts, though ultimately hampered by wartime conditions and the
eventual Bolshevik takeover, laid important groundwork for a national education
system.

The Soviet era, beginning in the 1920s, introduced a complex and often contradictory
chapter in the history of Ukrainian education. Initially, the Bolshevik government
pursued a policy of "Ukrainization" in the early 1920s. This policy aimed to promote
the Ukrainian language and culture, establish Ukrainian-language primary schools, and
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involve Ukrainians in Soviet institutions. This was largely a strategic move to solidify
Soviet power and gain loyalty among the Ukrainian population, while also aiming to
combat illiteracy. During this period, Ukrainian-language primary schools saw a
significant increase in enrollment, with some sources indicating that by 1929, about
92% of children in the USSR attended Ukrainian-language primary schools. llliteracy
rates also dropped dramatically.

However, this period of Ukrainization was short-lived. By the early 1930s, the Soviet
government sharply curtailed this policy, viewing the burgeoning Ukrainian national
movement and the pedagogical experimentation in schools as "bourgeois
nationalism." A harsh reversal of policy began, leading to the Russification of the
Ukrainian educational system. Russian became a compulsory subject at all levels of
schooling in 1938, and by 1940, only a minority of higher education institutions taught
some subjects in Ukrainian. This policy of Russification intensified from the mid-1930s
to the mid-1980s, with a steady increase in Russian-language schools at the expense
of Ukrainian-language schools.

World War Il inflicted immense damage on the Ukrainian educational infrastructure.
Thousands of schools were destroyed or damaged, and many were repurposed for
military use. The war also led to a severe shortage of teachers and textbooks. In
occupied territories, German forces aimed to provide minimal primary education,
attempting to turn schoolchildren into obedient laborers, while Ukrainian teachers
bravely organized underground educational networks. The post-war period saw efforts
to reconstruct the educational system, but the policies of Russification continued to
exert a strong influence.

The late Soviet period (1970s and 1980s) saw an acceleration of Russification policies.
Resolutions were adopted to enhance the teaching of Russian, making it compulsory
from the first grade in Ukrainian-language schools and offering additional benefits to
Russian language teachers. This resulted in a dramatic shift, with the percentage of
Ukrainian-language schools significantly decreasing in many regions, and some areas,
like Crimea, having virtually none left. Despite this, Ukrainian language and literature
remained separate subjects in schools.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and Ukraine's declaration of independence
marked a new dawn for Ukrainian education. This period initiated a profound process
of decolonization and de-Russification, aiming to dismantle the imperial narratives
embedded in the educational system. The immediate task was to restructure
management, reorganize the educational framework, and improve curricula to align
with the new state's characteristics and standards. The long-suppressed concept of a
"new Ukrainian school," founded on national, humanist, and democratic principles,
was revived.

The independent Ukrainian state embarked on numerous reforms, including the
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reintroduction of Ukrainian as the primary language of instruction. While the transition
took time and faced challenges, particularly in eastern and southern regions, the trend
reversed the decades of Russification. Key innovations implemented during this period
included independent entry testing for higher education, the adoption of a credit
system, and the establishment of Bachelor's, Master's, and PhD programs, mirroring
the Bologna Process reforms in Europe. The National University of Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy, which had been closed by the Soviets in 1919, was revived in 1991 as a
secular institution, symbolizing the rebirth of Ukrainian independence and academic
freedom. This historical journey underscores the enduring spirit of Ukrainian
education, a system that has consistently sought to educate its people and preserve
its unique cultural heritage, even in the most challenging of times.
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