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Introduction

Education in Sri Lanka is a vibrant and multifaceted tapestry, woven from centuries of
tradition, colonial influences, and post-independence aspirations. From ancient
monastic schools to modern universities, the island nation has long recognized the
transformative power of learning, embedding it deeply within its cultural and societal
fabric. This book, "Education In Sri Lanka: A Comprehensive Overview from Early
Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on a journey to explore this rich educational
landscape, offering a thorough and insightful examination of its evolution, current
structure, and future trajectory.

This comprehensive overview aims to illuminate the intricate workings of the Sri
Lankan education system, beginning with the foundational stages of early childhood
education and progressing through the primary, secondary, and higher education
sectors. We will delve into the historical roots that have shaped its development,
tracing the impact of indigenous practices, the profound influence of various colonial
powers, and the subsequent reforms enacted in the wake of independence.
Understanding these historical layers is crucial to appreciating the unique
characteristics and enduring challenges that define education in Sri Lanka today.

Beyond a mere descriptive account, this book seeks to analyze the policies, practices,
and philosophical underpinnings that govern each level of education. We will explore
the curriculum frameworks, pedagogical approaches, and assessment methodologies
that guide teaching and learning across the nation. Special attention will be paid to
pivotal examinations like the G.C.E. Ordinary Level and Advanced Level, which serve
as critical junctures for students navigating their academic pathways and determining
their access to higher education and vocational training.

Furthermore, "Education In Sri Lanka" will address key contemporary issues and
critical aspects that often shape educational discourse. This includes an examination
of technical and vocational education, the burgeoning landscape of private higher
education, and the vital role of teacher education and professional development. We
will also confront crucial topics such as language education policies, inclusive
education for students with special needs, and the persistent disparities rooted in
gender, geography, and socio-economic status. The impact of technology, funding
mechanisms, and international collaborations will also be explored to provide a holistic
understanding of the system's complexities.

This book is intended for a diverse audience, including educators, policymakers,

researchers, students of comparative education, and anyone with a keen interest in
understanding the dynamics of education in a developing nation. It promises to be an
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invaluable resource, offering not only a detailed account of the Sri Lankan education
system but also fostering a deeper appreciation for its resilience, adaptability, and
ongoing efforts towards equitable access and quality outcomes. By presenting a
comprehensive and nuanced perspective, we hope to contribute to informed
discussions and inspire continued advancements in the pursuit of educational
excellence for all Sri Lankans.

Ultimately, "Education In Sri Lanka" is more than just a survey; it is an invitation to
engage with the triumphs, tribulations, and transformative potential embedded within
the nation's commitment to learning. As Sri Lanka continues to navigate the
complexities of the 21st century, its education system remains a cornerstone of its
progress, embodying the hopes and aspirations of its people for a brighter future.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Roots of Sri Lankan
Education

The story of education in Sri Lanka is as ancient as the island's recorded history,
deeply intertwined with its spiritual, cultural, and political evolution. Long before the
arrival of European powers, sophisticated systems of learning flourished, primarily
centered around the Buddhist monastic tradition. These early educational endeavors
laid a foundational ethos that continues to resonate within the modern Sri Lankan
educational landscape, emphasizing moral development alongside intellectual
pursuits.

The earliest records point to the establishment of Buddhism in Sri Lanka in the 3rd
century BCE, during the reign of King Devanampiya Tissa. With the arrival of Mahinda
Thera, the son of Emperor Ashoka, a new intellectual and spiritual paradigm was
introduced to the island. This was not merely a religious conversion but a profound
cultural transformation that brought with it the Pali canon, the sacred texts of
Theravada Buddhism, and a sophisticated system of monastic education. Monasteries,
known as pirivenas, quickly became the epicenters of learning, preserving and
disseminating knowledge across generations.

These pirivenas were far more than just religious seminaries; they were
comprehensive educational institutions. While the primary focus was on the study of
Buddhist scriptures, philosophy, and monastic discipline, the curriculum extended to a
wide array of subjects crucial for both spiritual and societal well-being. Students,
predominantly monks, delved into languages such as Pali and Sanskrit, grammar,
logic, medicine, astronomy, astrology, and even rudimentary forms of engineering and
architecture necessary for the construction and maintenance of monastic complexes.
The learning was often personalized, with individual teachers guiding a small number
of students through rigorous study and memorization.

The methodology of education in these ancient pirivenas relied heavily on oral
transmission and rote learning, reflecting the importance of accurate preservation of
sacred texts. Scribes meticulously copied manuscripts, contributing to the
development of a rich literary tradition. These institutions were also instrumental in
fostering literacy among the general populace, as they often provided instruction to
lay individuals, particularly those destined for roles in administration or religious
service. The emphasis on ethical conduct and the development of a disciplined mind
were paramount, shaping not only individual character but also the moral fabric of
society.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

One of the most significant early educational achievements was the writing down of
the Pali canon in the 1st century BCE during the reign of King Valagamba. This
monumental undertaking at Aluvihare Rock Temple preserved the teachings of the
Buddha for posterity and solidified Sri Lanka's role as a guardian of Theravada
Buddhism. This act itself was a testament to the intellectual rigor and dedication
embedded within the monastic educational system, highlighting its capacity for
organized scholarly work and knowledge preservation.

The Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa periods, spanning over a millennium, witnessed
the golden age of pirivena education. During these eras, large monastic universities
such as the Mahavihara and Abhayagiri Vihara emerged as renowned centers of
scholarship, attracting students and scholars from across Asia. These institutions
engaged in lively intellectual debates, produced extensive commentaries on Buddhist
texts, and contributed significantly to the fields of linguistics, literature, and art. The
Abhayagiri Vihara, for instance, was known for its more liberal interpretations of
Buddhist doctrine and its engagement with a broader range of subjects, including
Mahayana Buddhism and foreign languages.

Beyond the monastic walls, a more informal system of education existed, catering to
the practical needs of the populace. Traditional crafts, agriculture, and various
vocations were taught through apprenticeships within families and communities.
Knowledge of indigenous medicine, often intertwined with spiritual practices, was
passed down through generations of healers. While not formalized in the same way as
pirivena education, these systems ensured the continuity of essential skills and
cultural practices.

The influence of early Tamil kingdoms in the north of Sri Lanka also brought distinct
educational traditions. While less comprehensively documented than the Buddhist
monastic systems, there is evidence of schools and learning centers associated with
Hindu temples, particularly focusing on Sanskrit, Hindu scriptures, philosophy, and
classical arts. These traditions co-existed and, at times, interacted with the
predominant Buddhist educational structures, contributing to the island's diverse
intellectual heritage.

The pirivenas continued to be the bedrock of Sri Lankan education even as the island
faced various invasions and political upheavals. Despite periods of decline, these
institutions demonstrated remarkable resilience, often acting as custodians of culture
and learning during turbulent times. The knowledge accumulated and disseminated
within their walls formed the intellectual capital upon which later educational reforms
would be built, shaping the very way Sri Lankans approached learning for centuries to
come. The emphasis on moral conduct, intellectual discipline, and the pursuit of
wisdom instilled by these early educational systems left an indelible mark on the
national psyche, a legacy that continues to inform contemporary educational
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aspirations.
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