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Introduction
Education is the cornerstone of societal progress, a powerful engine driving individual
growth, national development, and the preservation of cultural heritage. In the vibrant
island nation of Saint Lucia, the educational landscape is a dynamic and evolving
tapestry, reflecting both its rich history and its aspirations for the future. This book,
"Education In Saint Lucia: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher
Education," embarks on an exhaustive journey through this vital sector, offering
readers an unparalleled exploration of its structure, challenges, and triumphs. It is
designed to be an indispensable resource for educators, policymakers, researchers,
students, and anyone with a keen interest in understanding the nuances of Saint
Lucia's commitment to learning.

From the foundational experiences of early childhood to the advanced pursuits of
higher education, this volume meticulously dissects each stage of the Saint Lucian
educational system. We delve into the historical underpinnings that have shaped its
current form, tracing the influences that have contributed to its unique character. The
early chapters lay the groundwork by examining the critical role of early childhood
education and the pedagogical philosophies that guide it, recognizing these formative
years as crucial for cognitive and social development. As we progress, the focus shifts
to the primary and secondary levels, exploring curriculum design, teaching
methodologies, and the vital role of educators in nurturing young minds.

Beyond the traditional classroom, this book also illuminates the diverse pathways
available to Saint Lucian learners. We explore the growing importance of vocational
and technical education, acknowledging its role in preparing individuals for the
demands of a modern workforce. Special education needs are addressed with
sensitivity and insight, highlighting the nation's efforts to ensure inclusive learning
environments for all. A significant portion of the book is dedicated to higher education,
examining the institutions that comprise this sector, the intricacies of accreditation
and quality assurance, and the breadth of university programs and specializations on
offer. The expanding frontiers of distance learning and adult education are also
thoroughly investigated, demonstrating Saint Lucia's embrace of lifelong learning
initiatives.

However, a comprehensive overview would be incomplete without addressing the
broader ecosystem in which education operates. This book therefore critically
examines the intricate interplay of government policies and educational reforms,
shedding light on the strategic decisions that guide the sector's evolution. It
scrutinizes the critical aspects of funding and financing, recognizing their profound
impact on educational provision and access. Furthermore, we explore the
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transformative influence of technology on teaching and learning, and candidly assess
the persistent challenges and burgeoning opportunities that characterize the Saint
Lucian education sector.

Ultimately, "Education In Saint Lucia" is more than just a descriptive account; it is an
analytical exploration designed to foster a deeper understanding and appreciation for
the nation's educational journey. It seeks to provide valuable insights into the
successes achieved and the hurdles that remain, offering a balanced perspective on
the ongoing efforts to enhance educational quality and equity. By presenting a holistic
view that integrates historical context, current practices, and future aspirations, this
book aims to serve as a catalyst for informed dialogue and continued progress in
shaping a brighter educational future for all Saint Lucians.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Saint
Lucian Education
The educational journey of Saint Lucia is a fascinating narrative, deeply interwoven
with the island's tumultuous colonial past and its enduring quest for self-
determination. Before the arrival of European powers, the Indigenous Arawak and later
the Carib (Kalinago) peoples inhabited Saint Lucia, shaping their traditions, crafts, and
stories. While formal schooling as we understand it today was absent, these
communities undoubtedly had their own systems of knowledge transfer, focusing on
practical skills, cultural heritage, and spiritual beliefs essential for their survival and
societal cohesion. These early, informal educational structures laid the groundwork for
the rich cultural tapestry that defines Saint Lucia even today.

However, the educational landscape dramatically shifted with European colonization.
Saint Lucia, often dubbed the "Helen of the West Indies," was a prized possession,
fiercely contested and changing hands fourteen times between the French and the
British during the 17th and 18th centuries. This back-and-forth control profoundly
influenced the island's societal development, including its nascent education system.
The French influence is still visible today in the prevalence of French place names, the
dominance of Catholic religious institutions, and the widespread use of Kwéyòl, a
creole language with both French and Afro-Caribbean indigenous origins.

The formal establishment of education in Saint Lucia during the 19th century was
predominantly driven by Catholic and Anglican missionaries. Their initial focus was
primarily on basic literacy and religious instruction, catering to both enslaved and free
populations, especially after emancipation in 1838. The Catholic Church, introduced
via French colonial missionary activity from the 17th century, significantly shaped
societal norms and established a network of schools. In fact, the Catholic Church
continues to operate a substantial number of primary and secondary schools in Saint
Lucia, contributing significantly to the island's educational infrastructure.

Following Saint Lucia's permanent cession to Britain in 1814, tensions arose as
Protestant Anglicanism was elevated as the established church, leading to efforts to
convert the Catholic majority. Despite restrictions on Catholic clergy and public
practice in some instances, the Catholic Church managed to sustain its influence
through the fidelity of the Creole population to French-language traditions, family-
based faith transmission, and discreet observances. This religious rivalry between
Protestant and Catholic churches, alongside the continued use of Kwéyòl (patois)
instead of English, presented significant challenges to the education of the Afro-Saint
Lucian population between 1838 and 1939.
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The first organized system of education truly began to emerge after the colony
achieved emancipation in 1838. The Anglican, Catholic, and Methodist churches were
largely responsible for these early schools. Eventually, these religious organizations
started working in conjunction with the government to oversee education. These
schools, residing on church grounds and managed by church groups, received
government funding and consequently became known as public assisted schools. This
collaborative model between church and state laid a foundational stone for the
island's educational administration.

One notable early educational initiative was the Mico Charity. In 1838, the first school
on the island was opened by the Mico organization, with other religious denominations
following suit in their efforts to introduce formal educational programs. The Mico
elementary schools in Saint Lucia initially operated with support from the Imperial
government. However, rivalry and animosity between the Mico institution and the
Catholic Church, coupled with the enactment of the Education Ordinance of 1881,
eventually led to the closure of the Mico schools. The Crown subsequently took over
these closed Mico schools and handed them over to the Catholic Church to operate as
denominational schools, further cementing the Church's role in education.

Under British rule, state involvement in education, though present post-emancipation,
was initially limited. Ordinances tended to prioritize white and mixed-race children
while promoting subservience among the Black population. Saint Lucia's history of
alternating French and British control fostered bilingual influences, with French Creole
(patois) being dominant among the Afro-Saint Lucian majority. This created
inconsistencies in curricula until the late 19th century, as colonial officials often
condemned patois as a barrier to progress. Consequently, English-only instruction was
enforced through grants and regulations starting in the 1860s.

Despite these efforts, French persisted in Catholic schools, while English was imposed
in Protestant and government institutions. This linguistic divide led to challenges, with
students often thinking in patois but being forced to learn in English. The authorities
employed various strategies to eliminate patois and enforce mandatory English
speaking both in and out of school, including rewards and other incentives. This
struggle between the indigenous language and the colonial tongue highlights a
significant aspect of the historical foundations of Saint Lucian education, with the
official language of instruction, English, often contrasting with the everyday language
spoken by the majority of the population.

The establishment of prestigious secondary institutions further illustrates the colonial
influence. St. Joseph's Convent High School was founded in 1854 by the Sisters of
Cluny, who had been invited to the island in 1846. St. Mary's College for boys followed
in 1890, established by the Holy Ghost Fathers. Both of these elite institutions initially
served upper and middle-class white and mixed-race students due to prohibitive fees.
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St. Mary's College, in particular, holds a unique place in history as the only secondary
school in the world to have produced two Nobel laureates, Sir Arthur Lewis and Derek
Walcott, showcasing its significant contribution to the intellectual development of the
island despite its colonial origins.

Throughout the colonial period, imperial policies generally aimed at Anglicization,
primarily through the English language, and the creation of loyal British subjects.
However, these policies also had to account for Caribbean diversity and make
situational adjustments based on the contending factions within different colonies. The
education system in Saint Lucia, even with its British patterns, saw opportunities at
the primary and secondary levels expanded significantly through French-based orders
of Roman Catholic priests, and also incorporated features from North America.

The post-emancipation era also saw challenges such as high truancy and delinquency
among Afro-Saint Lucian children, often attributed to the increasing numbers of street
children and "wharf rats." These social issues further complicated the successful
implementation of educational programs and contributed to high rates of
absenteeism. The persistent use of patois up to 1838 also posed a hurdle for colonial
authorities who sought to establish a uniform English-language education system.

By the close of the 19th century, the Catholic Church, while initially resistant to
secular schooling and operating its own schools without government support,
eventually accepted the Anglicizing policy of the Imperial government. This shift
marked a critical point in the alignment of denominational and governmental
educational efforts, paving the way for a more unified, albeit still religiously
influenced, system. The continuous evolution of these partnerships and the ongoing
negotiation of cultural and linguistic identities would profoundly shape the future of
education in Saint Lucia.

The early 20th century saw continued efforts to formalize and expand education, yet
access remained uneven. The blueprint for what would become the modern Saint
Lucian education system began to take clearer shape as the island moved closer to
self-governance. The gradual increase in government oversight, while still relying
heavily on denominational schools, signaled a move towards a more centralized and
coordinated approach to educational provision. This period was characterized by
incremental reforms, often driven by external influences and the evolving socio-
political landscape of the British Empire.

The transition from a purely missionary-led education to a system with increasing
government involvement set the stage for later reforms. The foundations laid during
these early years, characterized by a blend of religious instruction, colonial curricula,
and the challenges of linguistic diversity, formed the bedrock upon which subsequent
generations would build. The historical interplay of French and British influences, the
enduring presence of the Catholic Church, and the resilience of Kwéyòl created a
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unique and complex educational heritage that continues to resonate in contemporary
Saint Lucia.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace

http://www.tcpdf.org

