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Introduction
Education is the bedrock of any society, shaping the minds of future generations and
preserving the cultural heritage that defines a nation. In the Republic of Palau, an
archipelago nation celebrated for its pristine natural beauty and vibrant cultural
traditions, the educational landscape is a testament to both its unique history and its
aspirations for the future. This book, "Education In Palau: A Comprehensive Overview
from Early Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on a journey to explore the
multifaceted world of Palauan education, offering an in-depth analysis of its evolution,
current structure, and ongoing developments.

From the earliest forms of traditional knowledge transmission to the complexities of
modern higher education, this volume aims to provide a holistic understanding of how
learning has been fostered and transformed in Palau. We will delve into the historical
foundations that have shaped the educational ethos, examining the profound impact
of traditional Palauan learning methods and the subsequent influences of various
colonial powers. This historical lens is crucial for appreciating the distinct character of
Palauan education today, a system that endeavors to balance global standards with
the imperative of cultural preservation.

The scope of this book is intentionally broad, reflecting the continuum of educational
experiences available in Palau. We begin by exploring early childhood education,
recognizing its foundational importance in cognitive and social development, and
continue through the primary and secondary levels, investigating curriculum design,
language of instruction, and the integration of Palauan culture and history. A
significant portion of our analysis is dedicated to vocational and technical education,
acknowledging its critical role in equipping Palauan youth with practical skills for
economic self-sufficiency, and culminates with a comprehensive look at higher
education institutions and programs within the nation.

Beyond merely describing the existing structures, this book critically examines the
challenges and opportunities inherent in the Palauan educational system. We will
explore key issues such as teacher training and retention, the equitable distribution of
resources, the impact of technology, and the crucial role of government policy and
funding. Furthermore, we will highlight the invaluable contributions of community
involvement and parental engagement, recognizing that education is a shared
responsibility requiring collaborative effort.

Ultimately, "Education In Palau" seeks to offer more than just an academic survey; it
aims to be a valuable resource for educators, policymakers, researchers, and anyone
with a vested interest in the future of this remarkable nation. By presenting a
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comprehensive overview, enriched with case studies and insights into curriculum
reform and innovation, we hope to contribute to ongoing dialogues about
strengthening and enhancing educational outcomes in Palau, paving the way for a
future where every Palauan has access to quality education that empowers them to
thrive both individually and collectively.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Palauan
Education
Long before the arrival of foreign influences, Palau boasted a robust and intricate
system of education, deeply woven into the fabric of its society. This indigenous form
of learning was not confined to classrooms or formal institutions but was instead a
holistic, lifelong process deeply rooted in experience, observation, and communal
responsibility. It was a system designed to cultivate individuals who understood their
place within the clan, village, and wider ecosystem, ensuring the survival and
prosperity of the Palauan people. Indeed, education in Palau did not begin with the
arrival of colonial powers; rather, it was a dynamic and evolving practice that shaped
generations.

The traditional Palauan way of knowing was intrinsically linked to the land, sea, and
community. Knowledge was viewed as a practical asset, vital for daily life and the
perpetuation of cultural identity. Children learned by actively participating in the daily
routines of their families and villages, observing elders, and mimicking their actions.
This hands-on approach ensured that skills were not merely theoretical but deeply
ingrained through consistent practice and real-world application.

The Role of Family and Clan in Early Learning

At the heart of Palauan traditional education was the family unit, extended to
encompass the wider clan. Within this matrilineal society, women played a crucial role
as caretakers and primary educators, responsible for imparting Palauan traditions and
culture to their children. From an early age, children were taught essential values such
as respect (Omenguul), responsibility (Ngerachel), and care and compassion
(Klechubechub), which formed the moral compass of their lives. These values weren't
just spoken; they were demonstrated and reinforced through daily interactions and
community life.

Boys often learned alongside their fathers, uncles, and other male relatives, mastering
skills crucial for the community's sustenance and defense. This included the intricate
knowledge of fishing, hunting, canoe building, and warfare. The sea, being largely the
domain of men, demanded a deep understanding of its rhythms, the phases of the
moon, and the behavior of marine life. Girls, on the other hand, worked with their
mothers, aunts, and other women, learning domestic skills, childcare, shellfish
gathering, and the vital art of cultivating taro, a staple food. The women's labor in
farming ensured a consistent food supply, granting them significant social and political
importance within the community.
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Beyond immediate family, knowledge was also distributed with care, with some
information being common knowledge, while other, more specialized skills, such as
medicine, philosophy, and governance, were reserved for specific families. This
ensured a complex division of labor and expertise that benefited the entire
community. The emphasis was always on relational learning, practical experience, and
the acquisition of knowledge that would directly contribute to the well-being of the
collective.

The Cheldebechel and Bai: Community Learning Centers

As children grew, their education extended beyond the family to communal
institutions like the cheldebechel, or village clubs, and the bai, the traditional men's
meeting houses. These establishments served as vital centers for vocational training,
cultural transmission, and social development. In the cheldebechel, young people
learned discipline, leadership, and vocational skills through service and example,
fostering a strong sense of identity and belonging. The curriculum here was not
written on slates but lived through memory, story, and practice.

The bai were particularly significant for the education of young men. These elaborately
constructed meeting houses were not just architectural marvels but also hubs where
traditional skills in fishing, hunting, building, and even warfare were honed. The
interior beams and exterior gables of each bai were adorned with carved and painted
stories depicting historical events, humorous tales, and legends important to the
community, serving as visual textbooks. Young men would spend considerable time in
the bai, listening to elders, mastering techniques, and refining their skills. Clubs were
often ranked within a village, and seating within a bai was also by rank, reflecting the
highly structured nature of Palauan society and its educational system.

Oral Tradition and Storytelling: The Living Curriculum

A cornerstone of Palauan traditional education was its rich oral tradition. In a society
without a written language until the late 1800s, myths, legends, and historical
accounts were meticulously passed down through generations through storytelling,
chants, and dances. These narratives were far more than mere entertainment; they
were the living curriculum, encapsulating the history, cultural values, ecological
knowledge, and moral lessons essential for navigating life in Palau.

Elders, revered for their wisdom and extensive knowledge, played an indispensable
role in this oral transmission. They were the custodians of collective memory, ensuring
that the stories of their islands' formation, the deeds of their gods, and the knowledge
of farming, family, childbirth, and politics were accurately conveyed to the younger
generations. The act of storytelling itself was a pedagogical tool, fostering memory,
critical listening, and an appreciation for cultural heritage. It was through these
captivating narratives that valuable ecological knowledge, such as fish spawning
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cycles and lunar patterns, was maintained and passed down.

Moral and Ethical Instruction

Traditional Palauan education placed a strong emphasis on moral and ethical
development, intrinsically linked to societal harmony and individual conduct. Humility,
verbal conduct, and the understanding of one's place within the community were
paramount. Children learned the importance of communal responsibility, recognizing
that their actions had consequences for the entire group. This informal yet powerful
system cultivated individuals who were not only skilled in practical tasks but also
deeply respectful of their elders, their cultural heritage, and the natural environment.

The absence of a formal, centralized schooling system meant that learning was highly
contextualized and relevant to the immediate needs of the community. Every aspect
of life presented a learning opportunity, and every adult was, in a sense, an educator.
The goal was to produce well-rounded individuals who could contribute meaningfully
to their society, uphold traditions, and transmit knowledge to future generations,
ensuring the continuity of the Palauan way of life. This foundational educational
philosophy, with its deep roots in culture, community, and practical knowledge, would
later encounter vastly different approaches with the advent of colonial powers.
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