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Introduction
Education is the bedrock of any society, shaping its future citizens, driving economic
progress, and preserving cultural heritage. In Romania, a nation with a rich and
complex history, the educational system has undergone profound transformations,
reflecting centuries of geopolitical shifts, societal aspirations, and evolving
pedagogical philosophies. From the monastic schools of the medieval era to the
modern, European-aligned institutions of today, the journey of Romanian education is
a compelling narrative of resilience, adaptation, and an enduring commitment to
learning. This book, "Education In Romania: A Comprehensive Overview from Early
Childhood to Higher Education," endeavors to provide an in-depth exploration of this
multifaceted landscape, offering readers a holistic understanding of its structure,
challenges, and triumphs.

This comprehensive overview delves into the intricate workings of the Romanian
educational system, meticulously examining each stage from the foundational
experiences of early childhood to the advanced pursuits of higher education. We
embark on a journey that begins with the pivotal role of creches and kindergartens,
understanding how these early environments lay the groundwork for future learning.
The narrative then progresses through primary and secondary education, scrutinizing
curriculum development, pedagogical approaches, and the critical junctures of
national evaluations and the Baccalaureate exam. A significant portion of this work is
dedicated to unraveling the complexities of higher education, exploring the diverse
academic landscape of universities, their research contributions, and their increasing
internationalization.

Beyond the structural elements, this book addresses the vital components that
underpin a robust educational system. We investigate the critical aspects of funding
and governance, shedding light on how resources are allocated and policies are
formulated. The professional development of educators, from initial training to
ongoing enrichment, is also explored, recognizing their indispensable role in shaping
young minds. Furthermore, the book confronts sensitive yet crucial topics such as
special education and inclusive practices, minority language education, and the
persistent disparities between rural and urban educational opportunities. These
discussions aim to provide a nuanced perspective on the challenges and progress
made in ensuring equitable access and quality for all learners.

In an increasingly interconnected world, the impact of external forces on national
education systems cannot be overstated. This book meticulously examines the
profound influence of Romania's membership in the European Union on its educational
policies and practices, as well as the ongoing efforts to internationalize its higher
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education institutions. We also look inward, analyzing the contemporary challenges
confronting Romanian education in the 21st century, including the ongoing reforms,
the integration of educational technology and digital learning initiatives, and the
critical issue of "brain drain" and its implications. The evolving landscape of vocational
education and training is also given due attention, recognizing its crucial role in
preparing a skilled workforce for the modern economy.

Ultimately, "Education In Romania" is more than just a descriptive account; it is an
analytical exploration designed to provide valuable insights for a diverse readership.
Whether you are a policymaker seeking informed perspectives, an educator looking
for comparative insights, a researcher delving into educational systems, or simply an
interested reader eager to understand the dynamics of education in this fascinating
Eastern European nation, this book offers a rich tapestry of information. By presenting
a comprehensive, thoroughly researched, and thoughtfully organized overview, we
aim to contribute significantly to the understanding of Romanian education,
celebrating its achievements, acknowledging its challenges, and envisioning its future
trajectories.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Romanian
Education
The roots of Romanian education stretch back into a distant past, intertwined with the
very emergence of the Romanian people and their cultural institutions. To truly grasp
the current state of education in this fascinating nation, one must first embark on a
journey through its historical evolution, a tapestry woven with threads of religious
influence, foreign occupation, national awakening, and ultimately, a persistent drive
for enlightenment. From the earliest forms of instruction to the establishment of
formalized schooling, each era has left an indelible mark, shaping the pedagogical
landscape that exists today.

In the nascent stages of Romanian society, education was largely the preserve of
religious institutions. Monasteries and churches served as the primary centers of
learning, particularly from the medieval period onwards. Here, scribes meticulously
copied religious texts, thus preserving knowledge and transmitting it to successive
generations. The focus of this early education was predominantly theological, aimed at
training clergy and supporting the liturgical needs of the Orthodox Church. Alongside
religious instruction, practical skills such as calligraphy and basic arithmetic were also
imparted, often within the confines of these sacred spaces. The influence of Byzantine
culture, particularly through the Church Slavonic language, was profound during this
period, dictating much of the curriculum and pedagogical approaches.

As the Romanian principalities of Wallachia, Moldavia, and Transylvania began to
solidify their distinct identities, the need for a more structured approach to education
slowly emerged. Prince Neagoe Basarab, ruler of Wallachia in the early 16th century,
is credited with encouraging the development of monastic schools, further cementing
the Church's role in intellectual life. These institutions, while still primarily religious in
nature, began to broaden their scope, offering rudimentary instruction in subjects
beyond theology. The circulation of manuscripts and the gradual introduction of
printing presses, though initially slow, also contributed to the dissemination of
knowledge, albeit to a limited elite.

A significant turning point arrived with the gradual shift from Church Slavonic to
Romanian as the language of instruction. This linguistic evolution was a crucial step in
the development of a distinct Romanian educational identity. The first books printed in
Romanian, often religious in nature, played a vital role in this transition. Deacon
Coresi, a printer from Transylvania, is particularly renowned for his contributions in the
16th century, producing some of the earliest Romanian-language texts. This move
towards the vernacular democratized access to learning, even if only incrementally,
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and fostered a sense of national consciousness.

The 17th and 18th centuries witnessed the first concerted efforts to establish more
secular forms of education, albeit still under significant ecclesiastical influence. Prince
Matei Basarab in Wallachia and Prince Vasile Lupu in Moldavia were notable patrons of
learning, founding schools that aimed to provide a broader education for young
noblemen and aspiring administrators. These schools often brought in foreign
teachers, particularly from Greece, introducing elements of Western European
humanism and classical studies into the curriculum. The Royal Academies in Bucharest
and Iași, founded in the late 17th and early 18th centuries respectively, became
significant centers of higher learning, offering instruction in philosophy, rhetoric, and
classical languages.

However, the political landscape of the Romanian principalities, marked by Ottoman
suzerainty and later by Phanariote rule, often hindered sustained educational
development. The Phanariote hospodars, appointed by the Ottoman Sultan, frequently
prioritized their own interests, leading to periods of stagnation or even regression in
educational initiatives. Despite these challenges, the seeds of a modern educational
system were being sown, largely through the efforts of enlightened individuals and the
enduring influence of the Orthodox Church. The establishment of schools within Greek
communities, particularly in commercial centers, also contributed to a more diverse
educational offering, albeit primarily for the Greek-speaking elite.

The late 18th and early 19th centuries were characterized by a burgeoning national
consciousness across the Romanian lands, heavily influenced by the Enlightenment
ideals sweeping across Europe. This period saw a renewed push for education as a
cornerstone of national regeneration and cultural emancipation. Scholars and
intellectuals, often educated abroad, returned with progressive ideas, advocating for a
standardized and accessible educational system. The desire to cultivate a national
identity distinct from the dominant Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian influences fueled a
passion for developing schools that would foster Romanian language, history, and
culture.

A pivotal figure in this era was Gheorghe Lazăr, who established the first Romanian-
language technical school in Bucharest in 1818. This institution marked a significant
departure from purely religious or classical education, signaling a growing awareness
of the need for practical skills and scientific knowledge to drive societal progress.
Lazăr's efforts, though initially met with resistance, laid the groundwork for a more
diversified and vocational approach to education, recognizing the importance of
preparing students for various professions beyond the clergy or bureaucracy.

The revolutionary year of 1848, which saw a wave of nationalist uprisings across
Europe, further propelled the agenda for educational reform in the Romanian
principalities. The revolutionaries, many of whom were intellectuals and educators,
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recognized education as a powerful tool for social and political change. Their programs
often included demands for universal, free, and compulsory education, albeit these
aspirations would take many more decades to fully materialize. Nevertheless, these
revolutionary ideals instilled a lasting commitment to democratizing access to
knowledge.

The unification of the Danubian Principalities (Wallachia and Moldavia) into Romania in
1859, under the leadership of Alexandru Ioan Cuza, marked a watershed moment for
the development of a unified national education system. One of Cuza's most
significant reforms was the Educational Law of 1864, which laid the institutional
foundations for modern Romanian education. This law established the principle of free
and compulsory primary education for both boys and girls, a remarkably progressive
step for its time. It also standardized the curriculum, introduced a system of
inspectorates, and outlined the structure for secondary and higher education.

The 1864 law, a monumental piece of legislation, aimed to centralize control over
education under the newly formed Ministry of Public Instruction. It sought to replace
the disparate and often ad hoc educational initiatives of the past with a coherent and
nationally directed system. While the implementation of free and compulsory
education faced numerous challenges, particularly in rural areas due to limited
resources and infrastructure, it nevertheless set a clear trajectory for the future of
Romanian schooling. The emphasis on primary education as a fundamental right
signaled a profound shift in societal values.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw a steady expansion and refinement of the
educational system. New schools were built, teacher training institutions were
established, and curricula were continually updated to align with contemporary
pedagogical theories and national needs. Figures like Spiru Haret, Minister of Public
Instruction for several terms between 1897 and 1910, played a crucial role in
modernizing Romanian education. Haret championed practical education, emphasizing
the importance of rural schools, agricultural training, and vocational education. His
reforms aimed to make education more relevant to the needs of the predominantly
agrarian society and to combat illiteracy, particularly in the countryside.

The period between the two World Wars, known as Greater Romania, brought further
expansion and diversification to the educational landscape. With the integration of
new territories, the educational system had to accommodate diverse populations and
existing educational traditions. This era saw the flourishing of universities and the
development of specialized technical schools. Educational policies aimed at
consolidating national identity, while also grappling with the challenges of providing
quality education across a significantly expanded and heterogeneous territory.
Debates surrounding pedagogical methods, the role of religious instruction, and the
balance between humanities and sciences continued to shape policy discussions.
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However, the onset of World War II and the subsequent establishment of the
communist regime in 1947 dramatically reshaped Romanian education. The
communist ideology permeated every aspect of schooling, transforming it into a tool
for state indoctrination and the promotion of socialist values. The entire system
underwent a radical overhaul, mirroring the Soviet model. Private schools were
abolished, religious instruction was removed from the curriculum, and the focus
shifted heavily towards polytechnic education and the sciences, deemed essential for
industrial development.

Under communism, access to education became theoretically universal, and
significant strides were made in eradicating illiteracy. However, this came at the cost
of academic freedom and intellectual diversity. The curriculum was highly centralized
and ideologically controlled, with subjects like history and literature reinterpreted to
conform to party dogma. Teachers were expected to be loyal party members, and
dissenting voices were suppressed. University admissions were often influenced by
social origin and political affiliation, rather than solely by academic merit.

Despite the ideological constraints, the communist era did produce a highly literate
population and a strong emphasis on technical and scientific education, which would
have long-term implications for the country's workforce and research capabilities. The
establishment of numerous technical universities and research institutes laid a
foundation, albeit a ideologically rigid one, for future scientific and technological
advancements. However, the system's inherent limitations in fostering critical
thinking, creativity, and open intellectual inquiry ultimately hindered its full potential.

The fall of communism in December 1989 ushered in a new era for Romanian
education, one characterized by a fervent desire for reform and a return to democratic
principles. The transition was, and continues to be, complex and challenging. The
immediate aftermath saw a dismantling of the communist ideological apparatus within
schools, the reintroduction of religious education, and a re-evaluation of curricula to
align with European standards and democratic values. The emphasis shifted from
ideological indoctrination to fostering independent thought, critical analysis, and a
more diverse range of perspectives.

The post-1989 period has been marked by a continuous process of reform, often
influenced by European Union integration and the broader trends in global education.
Efforts have focused on decentralization, curriculum modernization, improving teacher
training, and addressing issues of equity and access. The establishment of private
universities and schools also reintroduced an element of pluralism into the educational
landscape, offering alternatives to the state-run system. However, these reforms have
not been without their difficulties, including funding constraints, resistance to change,
and the persistent challenge of overcoming the legacy of a highly centralized and
ideologically driven past.
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Understanding these historical layers is crucial for comprehending the present state of
Romanian education. The legacy of monastic schools, the drive for national
enlightenment, the foundational reforms of the 19th century, and the profound impact
of the communist era have all contributed to the unique characteristics of the system
today. From the ancient scribes to the modern digital learners, the journey of
education in Romania is a testament to the enduring human quest for knowledge and
the powerful role that schooling plays in shaping a nation's destiny. The ongoing
evolution reflects a continuous striving for a system that is both deeply rooted in its
national heritage and dynamically responsive to the demands of a rapidly changing
world.
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