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Introduction

The Republic of Seychelles, a captivating archipelago nation nestled in the Indian
Ocean, is renowned globally for its breathtaking natural beauty. Beyond its pristine
beaches and unique biodiversity, lies a nation deeply committed to the advancement
and empowerment of its people through education. "Education In Seychelles: A
Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education" offers an
unparalleled exploration into the Seychellois educational landscape, unveiling the
intricate tapestry of its past, present, and future aspirations. This book serves as a
definitive guide, meticulously charting the evolution, structure, and dynamics of an
education system that has consistently strived for excellence and inclusivity against
the backdrop of a small island developing state.

This comprehensive overview delves into the foundational principles that have shaped
early childhood education in Seychelles, examining the frameworks and policies
designed to provide every Seychellois child with a strong start. From there, it
meticulously traces the journey through primary and secondary schooling, scrutinizing
curriculum development, pedagogical approaches, and the crucial mechanisms for
assessment and progression. The book sheds light on the nation's dedication to
holistic development, exploring not only academic pathways but also the vital role of
vocational and technical education in equipping students with practical skills essential
for national development and individual prosperity.

As Seychelles navigates the complexities of the 21st century, its education system
stands as a beacon of progress and adaptation. This volume critically examines the
pivotal role of technology in enhancing learning experiences, the ongoing efforts
towards inclusive education for all learners, and the comprehensive support systems
in place for those with special educational needs. Furthermore, it provides an in-depth
analysis of the higher education landscape, detailing the institutions, programs, and
opportunities available to Seychellois students and their contributions to research and
innovation. The book also addresses the critical components of teacher training,
professional development, and the robust quality assurance mechanisms that
underpin the entire educational framework.

Beyond the internal workings of the system, this book broadens its scope to consider
the external influences and societal factors that shape educational outcomes. It
explores the intricate interplay between socio-economic conditions and educational
attainment, highlights the invaluable role of parental and community involvement, and
underscores Seychelles' commitment to education for sustainable development.
Crucially, it confronts the inherent challenges and illuminating opportunities that
characterize the Seychellois education system, offering insights into strategic plans
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and future directions aimed at continuous improvement and innovation.

"Education In Seychelles" is more than just a descriptive account; it is an analytical
resource designed for a diverse audience, including policymakers, educators,
researchers, international partners, and anyone with a keen interest in the unique
educational journey of small island states. By providing a rich synthesis of historical
context, current practices, and forward-looking strategies, this book promises to
deepen understanding and foster informed discourse on how Seychelles continues to
leverage education as a cornerstone of its national identity and progress. It is an
invitation to explore the dedication, resilience, and vision that define education in this
remarkable island nation.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Winding Path - A Historical Look
at Education in Seychelles

The history of education in Seychelles is a fascinating journey, much like navigating
the archipelago's numerous islands and shifting currents. It's a narrative shaped by
colonial influences, missionary zeal, and, ultimately, a national determination to
provide equitable opportunities for all its citizens. From humble beginnings with
limited formal schooling, the system has transformed into a robust framework that is
recognized globally for its high literacy rates and comprehensive reach.

Before the mid-19th century, formal education was a rare commodity in Seychelles,
much like finding a dodo on Mahé. Instruction, when it did occur, was typically
informal, often provided by clergy or private tutors for a select few, predominantly the
children of French settlers. These early attempts at schooling were largely ad hoc,
catering to a small elite and leaving the majority of the population without access to
structured learning. The educational landscape was, for the most part, an untamed
wilderness.

The mid-1800s marked a significant turning point with the arrival of various religious
missions, which effectively laid the groundwork for a more formalized education
system. Both the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches established their first mission
schools in 1851. These institutions became the primary providers of education for
many years, often staffed by dedicated monks and nuns from abroad. The zeal of
these missionaries was undeniable, as they embarked on a mission to not only
evangelize but also to educate, building churches and chapels with accompanying
schools across Mahé, Praslin, and La Digue.

One notable early Anglican endeavor was the Lady Mico Charity Trust School, which
holds the distinction of being the first free school established in Seychelles. This
initiative, along with the establishment of Venn's Town at Capucin, Sans Souci in 1876
by the Christian Missionary Society, specifically aimed to provide education and

shelter for children of liberated slaves. Meanwhile, the Roman Catholic mission also
expanded its educational programs, opening numerous schools for both boys and girls
across the islands from 1875 onwards. These mission schools, however, were often fee-
paying, which naturally created a divide, with wealthier families having greater access
to education.

The role of the colonial government in public education during this early period was

quite limited. While grants to primary schools were introduced in 1874, the overall
involvement and funding from the British administration were minimal. This hands-off
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approach led to an inadequate system, with many children never attending school and
widespread illiteracy being a significant concern. In fact, a government primary school
opened in Victoria in 1891, but it was eventually handed over to the missions in 1924.
Similarly, a boys' secondary school, King's College, opened in Victoria in 1910 but
closed a decade later due to a lack of public support.

By the early 20th century, the Roman Catholic Church was operating the vast majority
of primary schools, with the Anglicans running a smaller number. Instruction was often
delivered in French or Creole, with a strong emphasis on religious content and rote
learning, which, while providing a foundation, often lacked relevance to the local
context. Enrollment rates were low, hovering around 50% of school-age children in the
late 1930s, a situation exacerbated by overcrowded facilities and a shortage of trained
teachers. It was a system that was clearly struggling, facing challenges such as
parental indifference and financial constraints.

The tide began to turn in the 1940s when British colonial authorities started to assume
greater responsibility for education, spurred by reports highlighting the system's
shortcomings. The 1949 Education Ordinance was a pivotal moment, formalizing
government oversight and marking a significant shift away from the almost exclusive
control of the missions. This period saw the establishment of two key institutions that
would form the bedrock of modern secondary education in Seychelles: Seychelles
College for boys in 1947 and Regina Mundi Convent for girls in 1957. These schools,
while initially fee-paying and managed by religious orders, represented a significant
step towards a more structured and comprehensive secondary education.

A crucial development for the future of the Seychellois education system was the
opening of a teacher training college in 1959. This institution was designed to train
new entrants to the teaching profession and offer courses for experienced but
uncertified teachers. The availability of locally trained teachers dramatically increased
the capacity for the government to establish new schools and expand access to
education across the islands. By 1960, there were 33 schools in Seychelles, serving
over 6,000 pupils, though a significant proportion of teachers still remained untrained.

Despite these advancements, the education system prior to independence in 1976
was still characterized by disparities. A dual system existed, with elite fee-paying
grammar schools offering a higher quality of education and government-aided parish
schools providing more basic instruction to the majority. This created an inequitable
progression through the system, with limited access to post-secondary education for
those attending the parish schools. A significant percentage of children did not
progress beyond primary schooling, often due to financial reasons.

The year 1976 marked Seychelles' independence from Britain, ushering in an era of

profound transformation for the nation, including its education system. A year later, a
coup brought France-Albert René to power, initiating a period of one-party socialist

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

rule and a radical overhaul of the educational landscape. The government swiftly
nationalized education, effectively merging the dual system of elite fee-paying schools
and government-aided parish schools. This bold move aimed to ensure equal access
for all Seychellois children, abolishing private tuition and schools, and establishing the
Ministry of Education and Culture as the sole provider of education by 1980.

The post-independence reforms were ambitious, driven by a philosophy of equality
and universal access. President René himself declared in 1977 that all schools should
teach the same subjects, use the same books, and ensure every child received the
same opportunities. This commitment laid the groundwork for a truly national and
inclusive education system. The government embarked on a large-scale renovation
and construction program, opening 71 new schools, 15 science laboratories, and 37
creches by 1982.

A cornerstone of these reforms was the introduction of free and compulsory education
in 1981, requiring attendance for all children from grades one to nine, beginning at
age five. This policy significantly boosted enroliment rates, particularly at the primary
and lower secondary levels, moving towards a near 100% enrollment rate. The
government's investment in education was substantial, with the Ministry of Education
receiving a significant portion of the national budget during the 1980s.

Another significant initiative during this period focused on the language of instruction.
In 1981, after considerable debate, it was decided that Seychellois Creole would be
introduced in schools and used as the medium of instruction in the initial stages.
English would then become the second language and subsequent medium of
instruction, with French introduced as a foreign language at a later stage. This
trilingual approach reflected the nation's unique linguistic heritage and colonial
influences.

The 1980s also saw the controversial introduction of the National Youth Service (NYS)
in 1981. This program, initially lasting two years after primary education, required
students to live in NYS villages and receive both academic and practical instruction in
areas like gardening, cooking, and livestock raising. While optional in principle,
participation in the NYS was indirectly linked to entry into the Seychelles Polytechnic,
making it a crucial pathway for further education. However, the NYS proved highly
unpopular, facing heated opposition, and was eventually discontinued in 1993, with
the requirement for participation to enter the Polytechnic being eliminated.

The establishment of the Seychelles Polytechnic in 1983 was another major
development, consolidating all post-secondary academic, vocational, and technical
training courses that existed prior to independence. This institution played a vital role
in developing responsive training programs and equipping students with skills for
national development. The construction of the Polytechnic was notably funded in large
part by the Chinese government.
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The late 1980s and early 1990s witnessed continued efforts to improve the education
system. Adult education classes were established to address the legacy of past
illiteracy, successfully raising the adult literacy rate significantly. By the early 1990s,
the literacy rate for school-aged children had soared to over 90%. A major school
reconstruction project was undertaken between 1990 and 1997 to ensure all schools
met minimum standards in terms of physical infrastructure, materials, and resources.

The 1990s also brought further reforms. In 1991, compulsory education was extended
to ten years. The 1999 Education Reform aimed to improve access and quality through
a coherent and comprehensive system, leading to the establishment of the Education
Planning Council within the Ministry of Education. This council was tasked with policy-
making, coordinating improvements, and monitoring the nation's educational plan.

Into the 21st century, the commitment to educational advancement in Seychelles has
remained unwavering. The establishment of the University of Seychelles in 2009 was a
significant milestone, providing opportunities for higher education within the country
and aiming to curb the "brain drain" that had previously seen many students seek
tertiary education abroad. This marked the culmination of a long journey from limited
informal instruction to a comprehensive, multi-tiered system.

The evolution of education in Seychelles is a testament to the nation's dedication to its
people. It is a story of overcoming colonial legacies, embracing progressive reforms,
and consistently striving for a system that is both equitable and of high quality. The
journey from scattered mission schools to a modern, free, and compulsory education
system, boasting one of the highest literacy rates in Africa, is truly remarkable. This
historical overview sets the stage for a deeper exploration of the current structure,
policies, and practices that define education in Seychelles today.
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