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Introduction

Peru, a nation rich in history, diverse cultures, and stunning geography, presents a
fascinating landscape for exploring the intricacies of its educational system. From the
bustling urban centers to the remote Andean highlands and Amazonian lowlands,
education in Peru navigates a complex interplay of historical legacies, socio-economic
disparities, and ongoing efforts toward reform and modernization. This book,
"Education In Peru: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher
Education," embarks on a journey to unpack these multifaceted layers, offering
readers an in-depth understanding of how learning is structured, delivered, and
experienced across the country.

The Peruvian educational system is structured into several levels: initial education for
children aged 0 to 5 years, followed by nine years of compulsory primary and
secondary education, and finally, higher education. While the constitution mandates
free and compulsory education in public schools for initial, primary, and secondary
levels, and free university education for qualifying students, the reality of access and
quality varies significantly. This book delves into these distinctions, exploring the
triumphs and tribulations that characterize the educational experience for millions of
Peruvian learners. We aim to highlight not only the formal structures but also the
dynamic forces that shape educational outcomes, from policy decisions and funding
mechanisms to the dedication of teachers and the resilience of communities.

Understanding education in Peru necessitates an appreciation of its historical context.
The official education system in Peru began with the Spanish ruling class in 16th-
century Lima, initially focusing on religious instruction and maintaining a societal
hierarchy. Over centuries, the system has evolved, marked by various reforms and
shifts in philosophy, including efforts to expand access after the 1821 war of
independence and later attempts at critical-pedagogical reform in the late 20th
century. However, challenges such as educational inequality, particularly between
urban and rural areas, and the need for continuous curriculum reform and teacher
training have persisted.

This comprehensive overview will guide readers through each stage of the Peruvian
educational journey. From the foundational years of early childhood development,
through primary and secondary schooling that builds essential knowledge and skills, to
the diverse pathways offered by universities and technical institutes in higher
education, we examine the unique characteristics and challenges at each level. We
will explore pivotal topics such as curriculum development, teacher training, and the
critical issues of access, equity, and the persistent disparities that affect different
populations, including those in rural, urban, and indigenous communities.
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Moreover, "Education In Peru" addresses the crucial role of technology, vocational
training, and lifelong learning initiatives in shaping the future workforce and fostering
continuous personal growth. We investigate the intricate web of funding and
governance, analyzing the impact of government policies, the rise of private
education, and the influence of international cooperation. Through detailed analysis,
case studies, and a forward-looking perspective, this book seeks to provide a holistic
and nuanced understanding of the Peruvian educational landscape, shedding light on
its complexities, celebrating its successes, and confronting its ongoing challenges to
inspire further dialogue and informed action.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Peruvian
Education

Peru's educational landscape is a rich tapestry woven from diverse historical threads,
stretching back long before the arrival of European colonizers. To truly understand the
contemporary system, one must journey through the echoes of ancient civilizations,
the impositions of colonial rule, and the struggles and triumphs of an independent
republic. This journey reveals how education has, at various times, been a tool for
social stratification, religious conversion, national identity building, and a persistent,
often frustrated, aspiration for widespread equity and development.

Before the Inca, evidence of formalized schooling is scant. Early civilizations like the
Moche, Nazca, and Chimu likely transmitted knowledge through informal
apprenticeships within families and communities, focusing on practical skills for their
agrarian and ceremonial societies. This hands-on, intergenerational learning ensured
the continuity of vital practices in agriculture, craftsmanship, and ritual. Such informal
education would have been deeply integrated into daily life, reflecting the immediate
needs and values of these ancient Andean cultures. The absence of written records
from these periods makes a precise understanding of their educational practices
challenging, yet it is clear that knowledge was preserved and passed down effectively
enough to sustain complex societies.

The Inca Empire, which flourished from roughly 1438 to 1533 CE, developed the first
historically recorded and organized educational system in what is now Peru. However,
Inca education was far from universal; it was a privilege primarily reserved for the
children of the royal elite and, later, for the sons of conquered chiefs. This selective
approach aimed to prepare future administrators and leaders for the vast Inca Empire,
known as Tahuantinsuyo. The main educational institutions for noble boys were called
Yachaywasi, or "Houses of Knowledge," with the most prominent located in the capital
city of Cusco.

At the Yachaywasi, young noble students, typically starting around age 13, underwent
a rigorous four-year curriculum under the tutelage of wise scholar-teachers known as
Amautas. These Amautas were highly respected individuals, well-versed in philosophy,
morality, and various sciences. Given the absence of a phonetic writing system, Inca
education relied heavily on oral instruction, memorization, and practical experience.
The curriculum was comprehensive, encompassing Inca laws in Quechua, history,
religious doctrines, poetry, rhetoric, and oratory skills crucial for governance and
diplomacy. A particularly fascinating aspect of their learning involved the quipu, a
complex system of knotted cords used for recording data, accounting, and even
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historical narratives. Mastery of the quipu was essential for future leaders to manage
the empire's population, resources, and tribute systems. The first year of Yachaywasi
education focused on the Quechua language, the second on Inca religion, the third on
quipu interpretation, and the fourth on Inca history. Discipline was strict, and physical
and military training were also integral to the noble boys' education. Upon completing
their studies, around age 19, students underwent demanding trials to prove their
readiness for leadership and were formally recognized as mature young men in a
significant ceremony.

For the vast majority of the population, the common people known as hatunruna,
education was largely informal and practical. Children learned essential skills directly
from their parents and older family members, focusing on what was necessary for
daily life and the functioning of the empire. This included agricultural techniques,
animal husbandry, craftsmanship, and trades. Oral tradition played a crucial role in
transmitting cultural values, myths, and the history of the Inca people. While formal
social mobility was not a feature of Inca society, talented boys from common families
might sometimes be selected for specialized artisan training. The Inca educational
system, though stratified, was highly effective in maintaining the intricate social and
economic structure of their powerful empire.

The arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century dramatically reshaped Peru's
educational landscape. With the conquest of the Inca Empire and the establishment of
the Viceroyalty of Peru in 1542, the existing indigenous educational structures were
largely supplanted by a new system designed to serve the objectives of the colonizers.
Education during this nearly three-century-long colonial period was predominantly
controlled by the Catholic Church and served a dual purpose: instructing the
conquered population in Roman Catholicism and transforming them into loyal subjects
of the Spanish Crown.

Elementary education, often conducted in parish schools or doctrinas, focused on
religious instruction, reading, writing, and basic arithmetic, primarily for the Spanish
elite and converted indigenous communities. However, formal education remained
largely inaccessible to the general native population, who continued to rely on
informal methods and oral traditions to preserve their knowledge. Higher education
was a privilege reserved for the aristocratic class and those with political and
economic power, primarily aiming to train clergy and administrators. The Universities
of San Marcos (founded in Lima in 1551), San Cristébal of Huamanga (1677), and Saint
Anthony the Abbot in Cusco (1692) became centers of colonial higher learning,
offering faculties in theology, canon law, medicine, and arts. These institutions, while
contributing to intellectual life, reinforced existing social hierarchies rather than
promoting broad enlightenment. Literacy rates remained low, estimated to be below
10% among the general population, and the curriculum was often scholastic, resisting
Enlightenment influences until the late 18th century. The imposition of Spanish as the
dominant language in the education system also led to the suppression and

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

stigmatization of indigenous languages, causing a loss of cultural identity and feelings
of inferiority among indigenous peoples.

Peru's independence from Spain in 1821 ushered in a new era, with republican leaders
influenced by liberal ideals seeking to expand and secularize education. José de San
Martin, a key figure in Peru's independence, established the Monitorial System as the
main method of education in 1822. In 1825, Simén Bolivar further expanded on this
system, ordering the creation of a university in Trujillo, the establishment of normal
schools in the capital cities of each Peruvian department, and the separation of
primary and secondary education. The 1828 Constitution promised the establishment
of public education, though this was difficult to achieve immediately due to a lack of
funding and persistent political instability.

The 19th century saw a gradual shift towards a more centralized educational system.
In 1833, a Department of Elementary Education was created in Lima to oversee
primary education, instituting changes like prohibiting student fees and establishing
school schedules, though these early reforms had limited impact on quality. Significant
modifications were made during President Ramdn Castilla's administrations
(1845-1851 and 1855-1862). He established a more centralized role for the education
department, separated private and public schools, and created a modern educational
tier system encompassing primary, secondary, and university levels. Castilla also
formed the University Council, imported professors from France, and made primary
education for boys and girls identical. By 1861, the National University of San Marcos
became the central institution for university education. These reforms, often funded
by guano export revenues, mandated compulsory attendance for children aged 6-12,
though enforcement was uneven and primarily benefited urban mestizo populations
over rural indigenous groups. While efforts were made to expand education after
independence, issues like the hierarchy of Europeans over Native Americans, Spanish
versus indigenous languages, and urban versus rural disparities continued to plague
the system. The 19th century, despite its reforms, largely reinforced social hierarchies
and struggled to achieve truly universal and equitable education.

The 20th century marked a period of increasing national responsibility for education in
Peru. Under the José Pardo y Barreda administration, the government first assumed
full responsibility for education. A 1905 law centralized primary education under
national authority, establishing free and compulsory primary education and
reorganizing the Department of Elementary Education. This law also provided direct
funding to teachers, aiming to modernize public schooling and integrate indigenous
populations for national cohesion, though these efforts were often driven by elite
interests rather than broad equity. Subsequent laws in the early 20th century,
including those in 1901, 1905, 1921, and 1941, continued to reaffirm free and
compulsory primary education, standardize teacher salaries, and promote civic and
vocational curricula.
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The 1920 Organic Law of Education aimed for a more developed educational system,
pushing for improvements in administration, funding, attendance, and quality. A
constitutional amendment that same year mandated a primary and secondary school
for each sex in every district and province capital. However, a congressional review in
1940 revealed that only a small percentage of these reforms had been implemented,
indicating little significant improvement in education quality. The 1941 Organic Law of
Education introduced primary education studies specific to certain populations, with
urban students receiving industrial-focused education and rural students an
agriculture-based one, while secondary education offered industry-specific and
vocational studies. This law mandated the teaching of civics, geography, history, and
religion in Spanish by Peruvian citizens. A notable initiative during 1944-1962 was the
"Servicio Cooperativo Peruano Norteamericano de Educacion (SECPANE)," a joint
Peruvian and U.S. effort to expand access to education for Andean Native Americans,
creating "central resource schools" to support smaller rural institutions. In the 1960s, a
government law guaranteed a teacher to any community that built its own
schoolhouse, leading to higher enrollment rates in rural areas.

The 1970s brought significant reforms, including the 1972 General Law of Education
under the military government, which integrated early childhood programs into the
formal system, emphasized bilingual education in indigenous languages alongside
Spanish, and aligned schooling with social equity goals. There was also an increase in
educational funding and a goal to provide free and equal education from primary
school through university. However, the military dictatorship that followed deactivated
these critical-pedagogical reforms. The 1980s were a challenging period for Peruvian
education, marked by economic hyperinflation and political violence, which led to a
substantial decrease in public spending per student and a deterioration of
infrastructure and teacher salaries. The 1990s saw an economic crisis that severely
impacted education funding, with the Fujimori government implementing reforms
focused on constructivist methodologies and neoliberal conceptions of education,
often financed by the World Bank.

In the early 2000s, there was a renewed focus on expanding access and improving
quality. The "National Agreement" signed in 2002 aimed to provide universal access to
education, although a 2005 review found that while enroliment increased, education
guality remained low. In 2006, President Alan Garcia decentralized the education
system, giving municipal governments oversight of local schools, a move criticized
due to small local governments lacking sufficient funding and resources. Throughout
Peru's history, despite these reforms, educational quality has often remained poor,
with elites organizing the system to promote conservatism and social hierarchy. Issues
such as the ineffectiveness of regulation, corruption, and a lack of government
interest in improvements have contributed to these ongoing challenges. However, in
the 2010s, Peru introduced a series of ambitious reforms, including a new competency-
based curriculum, higher standards for teacher education, and minimum operating
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standards for schools, supported by increased public investment. These reforms have
shown some improvements in student outcomes and completion rates, though
significant disparities persist, particularly between urban and rural areas and for
indigenous communities. Efforts to address the historical suppression of indigenous
languages have led to the reintroduction of discussions about Quechua language
rights in schools, with policies now supporting intercultural bilingual education in
Andean and Amazonian regions. This long and complex history underscores the
persistent challenges and the ongoing commitment to shape a more equitable and
effective educational future for all Peruvians.
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