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Introduction
The Sultanate of Oman, a nation rich in history, culture, and a forward-thinking vision,
has long recognized education as the cornerstone of its progress and prosperity. From
ancient centers of learning to modern universities, the pursuit of knowledge has been
deeply woven into the fabric of Omani society. This book, "Education In Oman: A
Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on a
detailed exploration of this vital sector, offering readers an in-depth understanding of
how Oman has meticulously cultivated an educational system designed to empower
its citizens and contribute to national development.

This comprehensive overview delves into the multifaceted landscape of Omani
education, tracing its evolution from traditional forms to the sophisticated,
technologically integrated system of today. We begin by examining the historical
foundations that have shaped Omani educational thought and practice, revealing how
indigenous wisdom and external influences have converged to create a unique
pedagogical identity. From there, we explore the overarching philosophy and vision
that guide educational policy, highlighting the nation's commitment to quality,
inclusivity, and lifelong learning. The journey through this book will illuminate the
intricate structure and governance that underpin the system, providing clarity on how
various educational stages are interconnected and managed.

The scope of this book is intentionally broad, encompassing every critical stage of the
educational journey in Oman. We dedicate significant attention to early childhood
education, understanding its foundational role in cognitive and social development.
Subsequent chapters meticulously detail primary and secondary education, exploring
curricula, teaching methodologies, and the diverse pathways available to students as
they progress. Furthermore, the book provides an extensive look into technical and
vocational education and training (TVET), recognizing its crucial role in equipping
individuals with practical skills for the modern workforce. The higher education
landscape, including both public and private universities and colleges, is thoroughly
examined, showcasing Oman's dedication to fostering advanced research, innovation,
and specialized knowledge.

Beyond the structural elements, "Education In Oman" also delves into the critical
components that ensure the system's effectiveness and responsiveness. We explore
the continuous efforts in curriculum development and reform, the rigorous training
and professional development opportunities for educators, and the transformative
impact of educational technology and digital learning initiatives. The book addresses
vital aspects such as assessment and evaluation practices, quality assurance, and the
burgeoning research and innovation ecosystem within Omani academia. Moreover, it
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sheds light on the nation's commitment to internationalization, special education,
inclusive practices, adult education, and lifelong learning, demonstrating a holistic
approach to human development.

This book is designed for a diverse audience, including policymakers, educators,
researchers, students, and anyone with an interest in understanding the dynamics of
education in a rapidly developing nation. It aims to provide not just factual
information, but also critical insights into the challenges faced and the opportunities
embraced by the Omani educational system. By examining funding, investment, policy
directions, and the profound impact of education on national development, readers
will gain a nuanced appreciation for Oman's strategic vision. Through case studies and
success stories, we aim to inspire and inform, showcasing how education is not merely
a service but a transformative force shaping the future of Oman and its place in the
global community.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Omani
Education
The narrative of education in Oman is as ancient and layered as the desert sands
themselves, reflecting a profound commitment to knowledge that predates modern
institutions. For centuries, the pursuit of learning was inextricably linked to religious
instruction and the preservation of cultural heritage, largely taking place within the
sacred confines of mosques and the more intimate settings of private homes. This
traditional system, while perhaps simple in its structure, was deeply effective in
cultivating literacy, religious understanding, and a strong sense of community. It laid a
robust foundation upon which future educational advancements would eventually be
built.

Before the advent of widespread formal schooling, Omani children, primarily boys,
received their education from religious scholars, known as sheikhs or imams. These
revered figures, often operating out of local mosques or kuttabs (Quranic schools),
served as the bedrock of early Omani pedagogy. The curriculum was, as one might
expect, predominantly Islamic, focusing on memorization and recitation of the Holy
Quran, the fundamentals of religious doctrine, and the intricacies of the Arabic
language, including reading, writing, grammar, and rhetoric. This emphasis on
religious education was not merely about spiritual development; it was also the
primary vehicle for cultural transmission and the fostering of a shared identity.

The influence of Ibadi Islam, the dominant sect in Oman, has profoundly shaped the
historical trajectory of Omani education. Ibadi Islam, one of the oldest branches of the
religion, pre-dating the Sunni-Shia split, has historically emphasized community
consensus, social justice, and the pursuit of knowledge. This theological
distinctiveness is reflected in the curriculum of Omani religious institutions, which
incorporates Ibadi theology and jurisprudence alongside the Quran and Hadith
sciences common to all Muslim scholarly traditions. Nizwa, in particular, stands out as
a historical center of Ibadi scholarship, boasting significant religious libraries
preserving thousands of Ibadi manuscripts, and a university with a dedicated Shari'ah
and Islamic studies program.

Early Islamic Oman, from around the 7th century CE, saw the peaceful spread of Islam.
The local tribes of Oman readily accepted the new religion, initiating a new era in
Omani history. During this period, the importance of Oman within the Islamic world
began to grow. The Omani Arabs actively participated in early Islamic conquests,
further cementing their role in the nascent Islamic state. The Ibadi denomination itself
established its presence in Oman around 700 CE, and by 750 CE, the first Ibadi state
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was established in the region.

While traditional mosque-based education remained a cornerstone for centuries, the
late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed the gradual emergence of more
structured, albeit limited, formal schooling. This period, preceding the modern Omani
Renaissance, was characterized by political isolation and challenging economic
conditions under the reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur (1932–1970). Consequently,
modern education developed at a modest pace. The first modern non-government
school was established in 1893 by the Arabian Mission.

One of the earliest formal schools in Oman was the Masjid Al-Khor in Muscat, which
opened its doors in 1871. Run by the Imam of the Mosque, it offered instruction in the
Holy Quran, religious fundamentals, and the Arabic language, encompassing reading,
writing, grammar, and rhetoric. Other notable early schools included Beit Al-Wakeyel
School and the Sheikh Rashid Bin Aziz Alkasibi School, which opened in 1888 for
government employees.

Further significant developments in formal schooling occurred in the early 20th
century. In 1914, the Bothiynah School was established, named after Mohamed Ali
Bouzaiene, who arrived in Oman from Tunisia during Sultan Said bin Taimur's reign.
This school was progressive for its time, catering to both boys and girls and offering a
curriculum that included the Quran, Arabic language, history, geography, and
arithmetic. Later, in 1940, the Al-Saidiyyah School in Muscat opened as a semi-public
institution, featuring a two-year primary stage and a six-year primary stage. These Al-
Saidiyyah schools gained popularity, accommodating a large student body and
offering a curriculum aligned with national educational goals, with teachers recruited
from other Arab countries and Oman.

Despite these early efforts, formal education remained severely limited prior to 1970.
The educational system was simple, primarily confined to mosques and homes, and
largely restricted to males from affluent families. The curriculum primarily focused on
the teachings of the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet, with other scientific
subjects largely absent. In fact, prior to 1970, Oman had very few formal schools, with
some sources indicating only three, accommodating fewer than 1,000 students, all of
whom were male. Illiteracy was a widespread issue, affecting nearly 90% of the
population.

The pivotal turning point in Omani education arrived in 1970 with the accession of
Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said. His vision for a modern Oman recognized education as
the bedrock of national development and progress. He famously declared, "Let there
be learning, even under the shade of trees," a powerful testament to his unwavering
commitment to widespread education. This marked the beginning of a rapid and
comprehensive educational renaissance.
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Sultan Qaboos immediately embarked on a series of educational reforms, meticulously
outlined in successive five-year plans. A core principle of these reforms was
"education for all," a radical departure from the previous limited access. This
commitment extended to recognizing the crucial value of educating girls, who had
been largely excluded from formal learning opportunities before 1970.

The scale of this transformation was monumental. From a mere three schools serving
approximately 900 students in 1970, Oman's national educational program expanded
at an astonishing rate throughout the 1970s and 1980s. By the end of 1970, three new
elementary schools had opened in Muscat, serving a growing young Omani population.
The Omani government established the Ministry of Education as one of its first four
ministries in August 1970, highlighting education's paramount importance.

The Ministry of Education faced numerous challenges, including a severe shortage of
qualified teaching staff, leadership personnel, adequate school buildings, and a
modernized curriculum. To address the lack of educated personnel, an extensive
overseas teacher recruitment drive was launched, bringing in educators from other
Arab countries like Egypt, Jordan, and Tunisia, as well as from Britain, Ireland,
Australia, and Sudan for English language instruction. Despite these hurdles, the
number of schools and student enrollments surged. By 1980, the total student
enrollment in all levels of education had climbed to over 108,300 students, spread
across more than 370 new schools.

The reforms also encompassed the establishment of five public educational areas
under the ministry's control: general education, literacy and adult education, special
education, technical education, and higher education. Literacy and adult education
programs commenced in 1973, reflecting a concerted effort to address the high rates
of illiteracy. The academic year 1974/1975 saw a dramatic increase in student
numbers across all stages, with nearly 50,000 male and female students enrolled in
secondary education alone.

By the mid-1990s, the Ministry of Education initiated a significant reform project to
replace the existing general education system, which often emphasized teacher-
centered, passive learning and high-stakes examinations. This was gradually
superseded by a basic education system designed to promote student-centered,
active learning and continuous formative assessment. This new system, covering the
first ten years of schooling (grades 1-10), was organized into two cycles: a first cycle
for grades 1-4 and a second cycle for grades 5-10.

The culmination of these efforts was the introduction of a new post-basic education
system for grades 11 and 12, beginning in the 2007-2008 school year. This system
was structured on a "core plus electives" model, offering students greater choice and
opportunities for specialization in areas such as science, information and
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communications technology, and social studies. The curriculum emphasized the
development of key skills and fundamental competencies to prepare students for a
diverse range of contexts.

The historical foundations of Omani education, therefore, reveal a remarkable journey
from deeply rooted traditional Islamic learning to a modern, comprehensive, and
forward-looking system. This evolution, profoundly accelerated after 1970,
demonstrates Oman's unwavering belief in the transformative power of education to
shape its people and its future. The legacy of ancient centers of learning, combined
with a strategic vision for widespread access and quality, has paved the way for the
educational landscape Oman enjoys today.
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