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Introduction
Education serves as the bedrock of any nation's progress, reflecting its values,
aspirations, and commitment to future generations. In Lithuania, a country with a rich
and complex history, the education system has undergone significant transformations,
evolving from ancient traditions to a modern, European-aligned structure. This book,
"Education In Lithuania: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher
Education," embarks on a detailed exploration of this dynamic landscape, offering
readers an in-depth understanding of how learning is fostered and developed across
all stages of life within the Lithuanian context.

Lithuania's journey through various historical periods, including periods of occupation
and the regaining of independence, has profoundly shaped its educational philosophy
and practices. From the early monastic schools and the establishment of Vilnius
University, one of Eastern Europe's oldest, to the reforms implemented after regaining
independence in 1990 and subsequent integration into the European Union, the
Lithuanian education system has consistently adapted to national and international
demands. This historical lens is crucial for appreciating the current structure and the
ongoing efforts to enhance quality, accessibility, and relevance in education for all.

This comprehensive overview delves into the intricacies of the Lithuanian education
system, beginning with the foundational years of early childhood education in
nurseries and kindergartens, which lay the groundwork for cognitive and social
development. It then meticulously navigates through the general education system,
from primary to basic and secondary schooling, examining the curriculum, assessment
methods, and pedagogical approaches that guide students through their formative
academic years. Beyond general education, the book provides detailed insights into
vocational education and training, highlighting its role in preparing individuals for the
workforce with practical skills and knowledge.

The scope of this book extends to the vibrant realm of higher education, exploring the
diverse institutions—universities and colleges—that contribute to advanced learning
and research. It examines the structure of Bachelor's, Master's, and doctoral studies,
alongside the critical mechanisms of quality assurance that uphold academic
standards. Furthermore, dedicated chapters address vital aspects such as teacher
education and professional development, inclusive education for students with special
needs, and provisions for gifted and talented learners, underscoring Lithuania's
commitment to equitable and tailored educational experiences.

Beyond the formal structures, this book also investigates the broader ecosystem of
education in Lithuania. It explores the significance of non-formal and adult education,
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the intricate funding and financing mechanisms that sustain the system, and the
continuous evolution driven by educational policies and reforms. The increasing
internationalization of Lithuanian education, the pivotal role of technology, and the
persistent challenges and emerging opportunities are also thoroughly examined. By
offering a holistic perspective, encompassing student support, parental involvement,
and the critical role of research and innovation, this volume aims to provide educators,
policymakers, researchers, students, and anyone interested in the Lithuanian
educational landscape with a valuable and insightful resource as we look towards
future directions for education in Lithuania.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Development of Lithuanian
Education
The story of education in Lithuania is a fascinating journey, intricately woven with the
nation's broader historical tapestry. From its nascent beginnings rooted in religious
institutions to its modern-day, globally-aligned structure, the evolution of Lithuanian
education reflects centuries of cultural shifts, political upheavals, and persistent
aspirations for knowledge. To truly grasp the current state of affairs, one must first
delve into the historical currents that shaped its foundation.

Early Beginnings and Religious Influence

Before the formal establishment of educational institutions, knowledge in the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania was primarily disseminated through informal channels and oral
traditions. The arrival of Christianity in 1387 marked a pivotal moment, as churches
and monasteries became the earliest centers of organized learning. The first
documented school in Lithuania was established at Vilnius Cathedral in 1387, setting a
precedent for a network of church-run schools. These early schools typically prepared
individuals for priesthood in cathedral schools, while parish schools offered elementary
education, and home schools catered to the nobility.

During the 16th century, a significant development occurred with the rise of the
Reformation and the subsequent Catholic Counter-Reformation. This period saw the
establishment of numerous Jesuit colleges, which quickly became influential
educational hubs. One such institution, the Jesuit College in Vilnius, was founded in
1570. It initially offered instruction in humanities, philosophy, and theology, with Latin
as the primary language. This college laid the groundwork for what would become one
of Eastern Europe's oldest and most prestigious universities.

The Founding of Vilnius University and its Enduring Legacy

A landmark moment in Lithuanian educational history arrived in 1579 with the official
establishment of Vilnius University. King Stephen Báthory, King of Poland and Grand
Duke of Lithuania, granted the charter, and Pope Gregory XIII later issued a papal bull
recognizing the institution as Academia et Universitas Vilnensis Societatis Iesu. This
effectively transformed the existing Jesuit College into a full-fledged university. The
first rector of this esteemed institution was Piotr Skarga.

Vilnius University, for a considerable period, stood as the sole center of higher learning
east of Königsberg. It boasts a longer tradition than many renowned European
universities, including Edinburgh, Göttingen, and Berlin, and even predates famous
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New World institutions like Harvard and Yale. Before its establishment, Lithuanians
seeking higher education often traveled to foreign universities in cities such as
Kraków, Prague, and Leipzig. The university quickly became a beacon of intellectual
life, playing a crucial role in the cultural and scientific development of Lithuania and
neighboring countries. Its curriculum expanded over time to include logic,
mathematics, theology, and Hebrew.

Beyond its direct educational contributions, Vilnius University's presence symbolized
Lithuanian cultural and, in part, judicial independence, acting as a counterforce to the
influence of Poland's University of Cracow. It served as a vital institution throughout
various historical periods, experiencing periods of growth, decline, and revival.

Periods of Foreign Rule and Educational Suppression

Lithuania's tumultuous history, marked by occupations and annexations by powerful
neighbors, profoundly impacted its educational landscape. When Russia occupied
Lithuania at the close of the 18th century, it initiated a concerted effort to Russify the
population and suppress Lithuanian culture. This often involved closing existing
Lithuanian schools, including Vilnius University, and replacing them with Russian-
language institutions designed to indoctrinate the Lithuanian people. Education was
placed under the control of Russian officials, and schools were ordered to teach the
Russian Orthodox religion instead of Catholicism, with instruction in the Cyrillic
alphabet.

Despite these suppressive measures, the desire for education in the native tongue
persisted. Underground schools emerged in Lithuanian villages, where children
secretly learned to read and write in Lithuanian. These clandestine schools, often
operating in secret, became hotbeds of seditious activity and played a crucial role in
preserving the Lithuanian language and national identity. Textbooks in the forbidden
Latin script were illegally printed or smuggled into the country. This period of
resistance against educational oppression highlights the deep value Lithuanians
placed on their language and culture.

During the German occupation in World War I, a similar attempt to impose a foreign
educational system occurred, aiming to Germanize the Lithuanian populace. However,
these efforts were met with steadfast resistance, further solidifying the link between
national identity and the right to self-determined education.

Interwar Independence and Educational Reconstruction

The regaining of independence after World War I and the Russian Revolution in 1918
ushered in a new era for Lithuanian education. The newly established Lithuanian
Republic inherited a meager and inadequate educational system, requiring significant
reconstruction. For the first time, lessons were primarily conducted in Lithuanian, a
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monumental shift from previous eras dominated by Latin, Polish, or Russian. The
government and various organizations actively worked to establish new elementary
and secondary schools, surpassing the number that existed before the war.

During this interwar period, a national university, Vytautas Magnus University, was
founded in Kaunas, further expanding opportunities for higher education within the
newly independent state. The educational system began to be modeled initially after
Russian schools, given that many educated Lithuanians had graduated from them, but
soon attention turned towards Western European models. Promising students were
sent to universities and higher education institutions across Central and Western
Europe to further develop expertise. The elementary school period initially consisted of
four years of compulsory attendance, later extending to eight years. Various
professional schools, from lower to higher levels, were also established to cater to
different vocational and academic needs.

Soviet Occupation and its Impact

The Soviet occupation of Lithuania in 1940, and again after World War II in 1944,
brought another wave of drastic changes to the educational system. The Soviets
viewed higher education as an instrument for the socio-political transformation of
society, aiming to integrate Lithuanian society and its institutions into the Soviet
order. This involved extensive structural reorganization and a fundamental shift in the
character and orientation of education.

Key changes included the banning of subjects like Latin, religion, and philosophy,
while Russian language courses became compulsory. The curriculum de-emphasized
the humanities in favor of scientific and technical fields, and the virtues of Marxism
were actively promoted. The aim was to produce a "new Soviet man" indoctrinated
with specific Soviet values. While these changes were largely aimed at suppressing
Lithuanian national identity and promoting Soviet ideology, some aspects, such as the
introduction of more modern curricula suited to an industrial nation and making
college available to workers and peasants, were also implemented. However, the
Soviet regime's control was often suppressive, and the destruction and intellectual
losses of World War II further complicated the rebuilding of the educational
infrastructure.

Restoration of Independence and Modern Reforms

With the restoration of Lithuania's independence in 1990, the nation embarked on a
comprehensive reform of its education system. This period was heavily influenced by
the "Concept of the National School" developed in 1988, even before full
independence, which championed cultural change and the development of flexible and
creative individuals ready for a rapidly changing world. This concept emphasized a
deep understanding of what is essential and stable in humanity and the nation, while
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also embracing adaptability.

The "General Concept of Education," approved in 1992, built upon these principles,
outlining the fundamental goals of educational reforms, the structure of the system,
teacher training, and governance and funding. A new national educational system was
introduced in 1990, marking a decisive break from the Soviet model. Education
became free and compulsory for children from age six to sixteen, covering primary
and basic education.

The post-independence era has seen a consistent effort to align the Lithuanian
education system with European standards and to foster a dynamic, open, and critical
social consciousness. The government has prioritized expanding early childhood
education, with pre-primary education becoming compulsory for six-year-olds in 2016.
Further legislation aims to gradually implement guaranteed preschool education from
age four by 2023, age three by 2024, and age two by 2025. This commitment is
reflected in increased funding for early childhood education, which rose significantly in
the last decade.

Today, Lithuania's educational system continues to evolve, drawing lessons from its
rich and often challenging past to build a future where quality, accessibility, and
relevance in education are paramount for all its citizens. The journey from monastic
schools to a modern European system is a testament to the enduring Lithuanian spirit
and its unwavering commitment to learning and progress.
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