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Introduction

Education is the bedrock of any society, shaping individuals, communities, and
national identity. In Malta, a small island nation at the crossroads of the
Mediterranean, the educational landscape is particularly rich and multifaceted,
reflecting centuries of diverse influences and a steadfast commitment to learning.
From the earliest years of childhood to the advanced halls of higher education, the
Maltese system strives to nurture intellectual growth, cultivate essential skills, and
prepare its citizens for an ever-evolving globalized world. This book, "Education In
Malta: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education," offers
an in-depth exploration of this dynamic system, providing readers with a holistic
understanding of its historical roots, current structures, and future aspirations.

Malta's unique geographical position has historically made it a melting pot of cultures,
and this rich tapestry is clearly woven into the fabric of its educational heritage.
Tracing the evolution of Maltese education reveals a fascinating journey, influenced by
various rulers and educational philosophies, yet always maintaining a distinctive local
character. Understanding these foundational elements is crucial to appreciating the
present state of education in Malta, where tradition often converges with
contemporary pedagogical approaches. This volume delves into these historical
foundations, providing context for the developments and reforms that have shaped
the system we see today.

The scope of this book is intentionally broad, reflecting the comprehensive nature of
education itself. We begin with the crucial early years, examining the vital role of
nurseries and kindergartens in laying the groundwork for future learning. We then
progress through primary and secondary education, exploring curricula, teaching
methodologies, and the various pathways available to students, including the
significant role of vocational education and training. The journey culminates in a
detailed examination of higher education institutions, notably the University of Malta
and MCAST, which serve as pillars of academic and professional advancement. Beyond
these structural elements, the book also delves into critical cross-cutting themes such
as quality assurance, inclusive practices for students with special educational needs,
and the transformative impact of technology in classrooms.

Beyond simply describing the existing system, this book aims to provide valuable
insights into the ongoing dialogues and developments within Maltese education. We
explore the nuanced challenges and abundant opportunities that characterize different
educational stages, from modernizing primary education to adapting vocational
training for future economic needs. The influence of language education, with Maltese
and English as primary mediums of instruction, is also given due attention, as are the
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crucial roles of teacher training, parental involvement, and the overarching policy and
legislative frameworks. Furthermore, the book considers the internationalization of
Maltese education and the profound impact of European Union policies, illustrating
how a small island nation navigates the broader educational currents.

"Education In Malta" is designed for a diverse readership, including educators,
policymakers, researchers, students, and anyone with a keen interest in
understanding the intricacies of educational systems in a unique European context. By
offering a comprehensive yet accessible account, this book promises to be an
indispensable resource, illuminating the strengths, identifying areas for growth, and
envisioning the future trajectory of education in Malta. It is an invitation to explore a
system deeply committed to fostering knowledge, critical thinking, and lifelong
learning for all its citizens.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Maltese
Education

The history of education in Malta is a vibrant tapestry woven with threads of diverse
cultures, political shifts, and an enduring commitment to learning. For centuries, this
strategic island nation in the heart of the Mediterranean has been a melting pot of
civilizations, each leaving an indelible mark on its societal structures, including its
approach to schooling and intellectual development. Understanding these historical
layers is not merely an academic exercise; it is crucial for appreciating the unique
characteristics of Malta's contemporary educational system, which often sees modern
pedagogical methods intertwine with deeply rooted traditions.

Prior to the arrival of the Knights Hospitaller, formal education in Malta was, by all
accounts, rudimentary and largely inaccessible to the general populace. What little
existed often fell under the purview of religious orders, catering primarily to wealthy
families. The arrival of the Knights Hospitaller, also known as the Knights of Malta, in
1530 marked a significant turning point, ushering in an era where educational
institutions began to take a more defined shape. The Knights, a Catholic lay religious
order, were originally established in the 11th century to care for pilgrims in Jerusalem
and later became a military and naval power.

During their nearly 300-year rule, the Knights established the Collegium Melitense in
Valletta in 1592, run by Jesuits. This institution became the precursor to the modern
University of Malta, offering rigorous instruction in subjects such as theology, logic,
mathematics, grammar, and humanities. By 1706, enrollment at the Collegium
exceeded 400 students, and it officially gained university status in 1727, ultimately
becoming the University of Malta in 1769. However, despite this progress, access to
such higher learning remained largely exclusive, requiring fluency in Latin, with Italian
and Maltese allowed only on specific days. Education for the majority of the population
remained largely neglected, with the Roman Catholic Church, a dominant force,
historically wary of widespread literacy among the lower classes.

The brief but impactful French occupation of Malta from 1798 to 1800 brought about a
revolutionary, albeit short-lived, shift in educational philosophy. The French, in their
characteristic zeal for reform, abolished private schooling, which was traditionally
associated with the Catholic Church, and introduced state-funded elementary
schooling, making it universally available at the primary level. They also introduced
adult education and aimed to establish a more organized national educational
structure. Napoleon Bonaparte even abolished the University of Malta, converting it
into an "ecole centrale" with separate schools for medicine, surgery, and theological
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studies. However, these ambitious plans were largely curtailed by the Maltese
insurrection against French rule and the subsequent ousting of the French in 1800.

With the arrival of the British in 1800, Malta became a British protectorate and later a
colony, a period that profoundly reshaped the island's educational landscape. Initially,
the British administration was more concerned with the ongoing Napoleonic Wars and
showed little immediate interest in reforming Malta's internal affairs, including its
education system, which they found to be virtually non-existent for the general
populace. For the first three decades of British rule, little changed, with only a few
private schools and semi-charitable institutions operating. This initial hesitancy was
also partly due to the suspicion of the Maltese Roman Catholic Church, which feared
that British educational initiatives might be a front for religious conversion to
Protestantism.

Significant educational reforms began to take shape in the late 1830s, aligning with
the broader introduction of mass education across Western Europe. In 1838,
elementary schooling in Malta was reformed to follow the British model, and by 1839,
new public schools offering free elementary education opened their doors in various
localities across Malta and Gozo. These schools aimed to provide basic knowledge in
reading, writing, arithmetic, and the English language. The British government
provided most of the funding for these schools, emphasizing the quality of education.

A pivotal moment arrived in 1878 when English officially replaced Italian as the
primary language of instruction in Maltese schools, although the use of Maltese was
encouraged in the primary years. This shift was a significant step in Anglicization,
reflecting Malta's growing integration into the British Empire. The debate over
language in education, primarily between Italian and English, continued into the
1930s. Ultimately, English became the language of instruction at all stages of
education following primary school, a practice that largely continues today, making
English one of Malta's official languages alongside Maltese.

The early 20th century saw further developments, driven by the realities of a society
grappling with poverty and the aftermath of the World Wars. To address the issue of
children not attending school, education was declared compulsory until the age of 14
on February 1, 1946. This marked a momentous shift, ensuring that all children,
regardless of their economic background, had access to schooling. Prior to this,
compulsory school attendance was introduced in 1924 for those already enrolled, but
enrollment itself was not mandatory.

Malta gained independence from British rule on September 21, 1964, a political
change that ignited a series of revolutionary reforms in the education sector. This
newfound autonomy allowed Malta to re-evaluate and reshape its educational system
to better serve the needs and aspirations of its citizens. The post-independence era
was characterized by a drive to augment the country's intellectual capital and provide

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

improved quality education for all Maltese children.

One significant reform after independence was the introduction of secondary
education for all in 1970. This move aimed to expand access to education beyond the
primary level, recognizing the importance of secondary schooling for individual and
national development. The 1970s also saw a review of the school-leaving age in 1974.
The period between 1972 and 1981 witnessed the abolition of the 11+ examinations
in state schools, allowing students to progress directly from primary to secondary
education. However, church schools continued to hold competitive 11+ examinations
for entry into their secondary institutions.

A landmark piece of legislation, the Education Act of 1988, further solidified the
framework of Maltese education. This act lowered the compulsory education age to
five years and established the right for any person to apply for a license to open a
school, signaling a move towards decentralization in educational decision-making. The
act also reinstated the Faculty of Arts, Sciences and Theology at the University of
Malta, which had seen some restructuring in the early 1980s. With the introduction of
the 1988 Education Act, the compulsory education period in Malta has been between
five and 16 years of age.

The historical journey of Maltese education demonstrates a continuous evolution, from
a system catering to an elite few under the Knights, to a more universally accessible
and comprehensive structure shaped by British influence and post-independence
reforms. Each epoch has contributed to the unique identity of Malta's educational
landscape, laying the groundwork for the dynamic and forward-looking system that
exists today. This rich historical foundation, marked by cultural amalgamation and
strategic adaptations, continues to inform and influence contemporary debates and
future directions in Maltese education.
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