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Introduction
Mauritius, a vibrant island nation in the Indian Ocean, is renowned not only for its
breathtaking natural beauty and cultural diversity but also for its steadfast
commitment to human capital development. At the heart of this commitment lies a
dynamic and evolving education system, a cornerstone upon which the nation's
progress and prosperity are built. From the foundational learning experiences of early
childhood to the specialized pursuits of higher education, the Mauritian educational
landscape represents a fascinating confluence of historical influences, contemporary
challenges, and forward-looking aspirations. This book, "Education In Mauritius: A
Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education," endeavors to
provide an in-depth exploration of this critical sector, offering a holistic perspective on
its intricate workings and profound societal impact.

The journey through Mauritius's educational system is one marked by continuous
adaptation and innovation. Decades of strategic investment and policy formulation
have shaped an environment that prioritizes access, equity, and quality, striving to
equip every Mauritian citizen with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in an
increasingly complex world. This comprehensive overview delves into the various
stages of this educational journey, meticulously examining the structures, curricula,
pedagogical approaches, and assessment methods that define each level. We will
explore the vital role of early childhood education in laying robust foundations for
future learning, dissect the intricacies of primary and secondary schooling, and
illuminate the diverse pathways offered by technical and vocational training, all while
considering the unique provisions for students with special educational needs.

Beyond the formal structures, this book probes the broader ecosystem that sustains
and influences education in Mauritius. We investigate the critical mechanisms of
quality assurance and accreditation, crucial for maintaining standards and fostering
public trust in higher education institutions. The transformative power of technology in
enhancing delivery and access is also a key area of focus, as is the continuous
professional development of educators, who stand as the ultimate architects of
learning. Furthermore, we explore the intricate web of funding and financing that
underpins the system, analyzing the interplay between public investment and private
contributions.

No examination of education in Mauritius would be complete without addressing the
significant external and internal forces that shape its trajectory. The book critically
examines the profound impact of globalization and the increasing internationalization
of Mauritian education, as well as the nation's dedicated efforts towards education for
sustainable development. Crucially, we confront the persistent challenges of
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disparities, exploring the rural-urban gaps and socioeconomic influences that can
affect educational opportunities and outcomes. The indispensable role of parental
involvement and community engagement, alongside robust student support services,
are also brought to the forefront, underscoring the collaborative effort required to
nurture well-rounded individuals.

Ultimately, "Education In Mauritius" is more than just a descriptive account; it is an
analytical exploration designed to provide valuable insights for policymakers,
educators, researchers, and anyone with a vested interest in the future of learning on
the island. By meticulously charting the evolution of the system, scrutinizing its
current state, and envisioning future directions, this book aims to serve as an
authoritative reference. It promises to illuminate the intricate relationship between
education, employability, and the labor market, offering a nuanced understanding of
how Mauritius continues to leverage education as a powerful catalyst for national
development and a beacon of progress in the region.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Mauritian Education System:
Historical Evolution and Current Structure
The story of education in Mauritius is a fascinating narrative, interwoven with its
colonial past and its aspirations as an independent, modern nation. Like many post-
colonial states, Mauritius inherited an educational framework heavily influenced by its
former rulers. However, what sets Mauritius apart is its remarkable journey of
transformation, evolving a system that once served an elite few into one that
champions universal access and strives for excellence. This evolution wasn't a smooth,
linear path, but rather a dynamic process shaped by political shifts, societal demands,
and a steadfast belief in education as the ultimate driver of national development.

The earliest formal educational initiatives in Mauritius can be traced back to the early
19th century, with Christian missionaries playing a foundational role. Following the
abolition of slavery in 1835, these missionary schools emerged, primarily aiming to
impart basic literacy, religious instruction, and moral values to the newly freed
population. These early efforts, though limited in scope and often segregated along
racial and class lines, were crucial in establishing the very idea of education as a tool
for social mobility on the island. As the 19th century progressed, the colonial
government recognized the increasing need for a more structured educational system
to cater to the island's burgeoning economy and administrative requirements. This
recognition led to the establishment of government schools, which sought to offer a
more inclusive, secular education to a broader segment of the population.

A significant milestone in this period was the 1944 Education Ordinance, an ambitious
attempt to provide free primary education to all children in Mauritius. While a
commendable step towards universal education, its implementation faced challenges
and was met with resistance, particularly from those who benefited from the existing
social order. Nevertheless, this ordinance laid important groundwork for future
reforms. By the mid-20th century, as the independence movement gained
momentum, education became an even more critical element in the struggle for self-
determination. The call for greater access and equity in education became a rallying
cry, seen as essential for empowering the local population and building a new nation.

Upon gaining independence in 1968, Mauritius embarked on a deliberate and
sustained effort to transform its education system. The new government immediately
prioritized education as a cornerstone of national development, understanding that a
skilled and educated populace was vital for transitioning from an agriculturally
dependent economy to a more diversified, knowledge-based one. This commitment
was swiftly translated into policy. A landmark decision came in 1976 when education
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was made free through the secondary level, dramatically increasing access for
countless Mauritian children. This was a pivotal moment, dismantling many of the
barriers that had previously limited educational opportunities to the privileged few.

The momentum continued, and in 1988, another significant policy was enacted: post-
secondary education was also made free. This opened the doors to higher education
for a vast number of Mauritians who previously couldn't afford it, further
democratizing the educational landscape. The 1990s saw the introduction of the Nine-
Year Schooling program, a reform aimed at ensuring all children completed at least
nine years of basic education. These successive reforms underscore the consistent
allocation of substantial resources to education by the Mauritian government, often
exceeding 10% of the national budget, showcasing its unwavering commitment to
educational development as a national priority.

Mauritius's education system today operates under the purview of two key ministries:
the Ministry of Education & Human Resources, which oversees the development and
administration of state schools and supervises private institutions, and the Ministry of
Tertiary Education, Science, Research and Technology, responsible for higher
education. This dual oversight ensures a coordinated approach to educational policy
and implementation across all levels. The government's provision of free education
extends from pre-primary all the way to tertiary levels, a testament to its long-
standing commitment to accessible learning. Furthermore, to alleviate financial
burdens on families, free transport for all students was introduced in July 2005.

The current structure of the Mauritian education system is broadly aligned with the
British model, a legacy of its colonial past. It typically follows a 2+6+5+2 system of
formal education, although recent reforms have introduced some shifts. Education is
compulsory for children aged 5 to 16, encompassing pre-primary, primary, and
secondary schooling. The system is generally categorized into four main sectors: pre-
primary, primary, secondary, and tertiary education, with an additional provision for
pre-vocational and vocational education and training for school leavers or those not
pursuing the academic stream.

Pre-primary education, while not mandatory, is widely accessed and accepts children
from the age of three. It lays the crucial groundwork for early literacy and
socialization. Following this, children typically enter primary school at age five or six,
embarking on a six-year journey from Grade 1 to Grade 6. The curriculum during these
primary years is holistic, emphasizing language acquisition (English and French),
Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, Moral and Civic Education, and Creative
Arts. The progression culminates in the Certificate of Primary Education (CPE), a
national examination that historically played a significant role in determining
admission to secondary schools.

The transition from primary to secondary education has historically been a point of
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intense competition. The high-stakes nature of examinations like the CPE led to a "rat
race" culture, exerting considerable psychological pressure on both students and
parents. In response to these challenges and to promote more balanced learner
development, significant reforms have been introduced. The Nine-Year Continuous
Basic Education (NYCBE) framework, introduced in 2017, replaced the CPE with the
Primary School Achievement Certificate (PSAC), designed to reduce excessive
competition at an early age. This reform aimed to ease the pressure on young
students and foster a more supportive learning environment.

Secondary education in Mauritius, also mirroring the British model, is divided into
lower secondary (Forms I-III), upper secondary (Forms IV-V), and higher secondary
(Forms VI-VII), with the entire cycle spanning seven years. However, only five years of
secondary education are compulsory. After five years, students sit for the School
Certificate (SC) examinations, equivalent to the O-Levels. Those aspiring to higher
education continue for another two years, preparing for the Higher School Certificate
(HSC) or equivalent A-Levels. Students who face academic difficulties are increasingly
channeled into the Extended Programme, which offers a slower-paced curriculum and
vocational pathways, aiming to prevent dropouts and provide alternative routes to
employment.

The Mauritian education system has garnered international recognition for its
achievements, particularly in terms of access and outcomes. The country boasts one
of the highest literacy rates in Africa, standing at 91.9% in 2022. Mauritian students
consistently achieve high rankings globally in Cambridge International O Level,
International A, and AS level examinations. These strong indicators reflect Mauritius's
progress towards providing high-quality education to its diverse population. The gross
enrollment ratio for pre-primary education for children aged 4 to 5 was 107.5% in
March 2024, indicating near-universal participation, with primary education showing
similar high engagement.

Despite these impressive achievements, the system is not without its challenges. The
highly competitive nature of national examinations continues to be a concern, with
widespread private tuition, particularly in the higher grades of primary and secondary
education. This parallel system of private tutoring, while prevalent, can exacerbate
inequalities, as access to it often depends on socioeconomic status. The government
has made efforts to regulate this practice, including banning private tuition for
younger students, but its prevalence persists due to the intense competition.

Another ongoing challenge is educational inequality, particularly between urban and
rural areas and across different socioeconomic groups. Students from more affluent
families often attend private schools with better resources, while public schools,
especially in remote regions, can face underfunding and teacher shortages. These
disparities can be further amplified by the competitive nature of examinations like the
PSAC, where private tutoring can play a significant role in outcomes. The digital divide
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also remains a concern, threatening to stall social mobility for important segments of
society, a reality made even more apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In response to these challenges, Mauritius continues to implement reforms aimed at
enhancing inclusivity, addressing learning disparities, and modernizing curricula. The
government's commitment to creating a more equitable, quality-focused, and
internationally competitive education system is evident in its ongoing initiatives. The
pupil-teacher ratio is relatively favorable, standing at 17:1 in primary schools and 10:1
in secondary schools in 2024, which supports individualized instruction. Digital access
has also expanded significantly, with 100% of secondary schools and 92% of primary
schools having internet access, although pre-primary institutions lag somewhat in
connectivity.

The Mauritian education system, therefore, stands as a testament to strategic vision
and continuous adaptation. From its colonial roots to its current status as a robust
system in the African context, it has consistently leveraged education as a powerful
tool for national development. While acknowledging the persistent challenges, the
ongoing reforms and sustained investment demonstrate a clear path forward, aiming
to ensure that every Mauritian child has the opportunity to unlock their full potential
and contribute to the nation's continued progress. This historical evolution and current
structure provide the essential backdrop for a deeper dive into each specific level of
education, which the subsequent chapters will meticulously explore.
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