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Introduction

Lebanon, a nation at the crossroads of continents and cultures, boasts a rich and
complex history reflected vibrantly in its educational landscape. For centuries,
education in this small but strategically significant country has been a cornerstone of
its society, shaping generations and contributing to its unique intellectual and cultural
tapestry. From ancient Phoenician schools to modern universities, the pursuit of
knowledge has been deeply ingrained in the Lebanese ethos, often serving as a
beacon of hope and progress amidst regional shifts and internal challenges. This book,
‘Education In Lebanon: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher
Education,' embarks on a journey to explore this multifaceted system in its entirety,
offering readers an in-depth understanding of its historical foundations, current
structures, and future trajectory.

The Lebanese educational system is a fascinating study in resilience and adaptation,
characterized by a unique blend of public and private institutions, secular and religious
influences, and a diverse pedagogical approach. This duality, while offering a breadth
of choice and specialization, also presents distinctive challenges and opportunities. We
delve into the intricate interplay between these various components, examining how
they collectively shape the learning experiences of Lebanese students from their
earliest years in nurseries and kindergartens through to their pursuits in higher
education. This comprehensive overview aims to illuminate the successes, identify the
persistent obstacles, and highlight the innovative solutions that define education in
Lebanon today.

Beyond the institutional frameworks, this book also investigates the profound impact
of broader societal forces on education. Chapters dedicated to socioeconomic factors,
the role of religious institutions, and the enduring influence of the brain drain
phenomenon reveal the intricate connections between education and the wider
Lebanese context. We explore how periods of crisis have tested the system's
resilience, prompting adaptation and innovation, and how international collaborations
and aid have played a crucial role in supporting educational endeavors. Understanding
these external pressures and their internal reverberations is essential to grasping the
full scope of education in Lebanon.

Furthermore, 'Education In Lebanon' delves into the vital operational aspects that
underpin any robust educational system. From curriculum development and teacher
training to assessment practices and funding mechanisms, each element is
meticulously examined to provide a holistic picture. We investigate the ongoing efforts
toward digital transformation, language policies that reflect Lebanon's multilingual
heritage, and the critical role of civics and citizenship education in fostering
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responsible global citizens. The book also highlights the significant contributions of
NGOs and civil society in addressing educational needs and advocating for reform,
showcasing the collaborative spirit that often drives progress in the sector.

This comprehensive overview is designed for a diverse audience, including educators,
policymakers, researchers, students, and anyone with an interest in the Lebanese
educational system or comparative education more broadly. By presenting a detailed
and nuanced account of its complexities, strengths, and areas for improvement, we
hope to foster a deeper appreciation for the unique characteristics of education in
Lebanon. Ultimately, 'Education In Lebanon' seeks not only to inform but also to
inspire further dialogue and contribute to the ongoing efforts to enhance and reform
an educational system that remains central to the nation's identity and its aspirations
for the future.

The journey through these pages will reveal a dynamic landscape, often challenged
but always striving, where the pursuit of knowledge continues to be a powerful force
for individual and national development. From the foundational chapters exploring
historical precedents to the forward-looking discussions on future reforms, this book
offers an invaluable resource for understanding the past, present, and potential future
of education in Lebanon.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Lebanese
Education

The story of education in Lebanon is as old as the very hills that characterize its
stunning landscape, a narrative woven through millennia of diverse civilizations and
influential empires. To understand the present complexities and unique characteristics
of the Lebanese educational system, one must first journey back through its rich
historical tapestry, tracing the threads from ancient times to the modern era. This
journey reveals how external forces and internal dynamics have continuously shaped
the pursuit of knowledge in this pivotal region.

In the ancient world, the Phoenicians, inhabitants of what is now Lebanon, were
renowned for their maritime prowess and sophisticated trade networks. While direct
archaeological evidence of formal schools is sparse, historical accounts suggest that
education was highly valued in Phoenician society. Children received instruction from
their elders, with boys learning practical skills like farming, fishing, and trade, while
girls were trained in household chores such as weaving and cooking. Some children,
particularly those of royalty, likely attended schools to learn reading, writing, and
mathematics. The Phoenicians, in fact, are credited with inventing the first alphabet, a
groundbreaking innovation that revolutionized communication and literacy, and
spread throughout the Mediterranean, where many cultures adopted it. This early
emphasis on practical knowledge and literacy laid a foundational stone for a society
that understood the power of disseminated information.

Fast forward to the Roman and Byzantine eras, and the region, including parts of
modern Lebanon, saw the establishment of more structured educational institutions.
While the specifics are less documented than later periods, it is understood that
classical Greek and Roman educational models, focusing on rhetoric, philosophy, and
law, would have been present in the urban centers. The spread of Christianity also led
to the rise of monastic schools, which became important centers of theological
learning and the preservation of ancient texts. These institutions, often tucked away in
serene mountain monasteries, served as intellectual bastions, educating clergy and
fostering scholarly pursuits.

The arrival of Islam in the 7th century ushered in a new epoch, profoundly influencing
the educational landscape. Arabic became the lingua franca of scholarship and
administration, and Islamic educational traditions flourished. Mosques often served as
places of learning, offering instruction in the Quran, Islamic law, Arabic language, and
sciences. Throughout the various Islamic caliphates that governed the region, formal
schools, or madrasas, were established, attracting scholars and students from across
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the Islamic world. These institutions played a crucial role in preserving and advancing
knowledge in diverse fields such as medicine, astronomy, mathematics, and
philosophy, contributing significantly to the Golden Age of Islam.

During the Ottoman Empire's long rule, which spanned from the early 16th century to
the early 20th century, the educational system in Greater Syria, including present-day
Lebanon, was a blend of traditional Islamic schools, local community-run institutions,
and, increasingly, foreign missionary schools. The Ottoman authorities did establish
some public schools, particularly as part of the Tanzimat reforms in the 19th century,
which aimed to modernize the empire's administrative and social structures. These
reforms sought to create a more systematic and secular educational program, even if
their implementation was often slow due to financial constraints.

However, the Ottoman period in Lebanon was notably characterized by the
proliferation of schools established by various religious communities, often with the
support of foreign missionary organizations. The Lebanese Council of 1736, for
instance, urged the Maronite clergy to establish schools in every village, emphasizing
Arabic alongside Syriac as languages of instruction. This highlights the early
recognition of the importance of widespread education within local communities. By
the 19th century, numerous foreign missionary schools, both European and American,
had begun to dot the landscape, particularly in Mount Lebanon and Beirut. These
schools, often founded by specific religious communities or missionary groups,
introduced modern educational methods and curricula.

These missionary schools, though often driven by religious motivations, played a
significant role in shaping modern Lebanese society. They provided quality education,
emphasized critical thinking and problem-solving skills, and fostered an environment
of inquiry. Graduates from these institutions frequently became leaders in various
sectors, including government, business, and academia, contributing to Lebanon's
development. For instance, American missionaries established the Syrian Protestant
College in Beirut in 1866, which later became the American University of Beirut (AUB)
in 1920. This institution became a beacon of secular, liberal arts education, attracting
students from across the region and fostering intellectual exchange. Similarly, French
Catholic institutions, such as the College Saint-Joseph Antoura (established 1783) and
later the Université Saint-Joseph (US)) in Beirut (established 1875), played a crucial
role in spreading the French language and culture.

The end of World War | saw the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, and in 1920, the
French Mandate for Lebanon and Syria was established by the League of Nations. This
period, lasting until Lebanon's independence in 1943, significantly influenced the
educational system, further solidifying the dual nature of public and private education.
The French administration established the Service de I'instruction Publique (SIP) in
1920 to organize education policies and subsidize existing institutions, including
private, public, and religious schools. While public schools followed a unified
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curriculum controlled by the SIP, private schools retained more autonomy.

However, the French Mandate's investment in public education was notably limited. By
1938, private schools and their student enroliments surpassed those of public schools,
a trend exacerbated by the French policy of permitting religious and non-religious
communities to establish their own schools and define their curricula. This approach
allowed the SIP to cut costs but also strengthened the sectarian character of the
educational landscape. The 1926 constitution, drafted during the mandate,
emphasized the freedom of education providers and recognized the right of religious
communities to establish their own schools, a provision that continues to shape
Lebanon's educational system.

During the French Mandate, French became an official language of instruction, and the
higher education system was patterned after the French model. Despite the French
focus, many schools, particularly missionary institutions, continued to teach in Arabic
and English, reflecting Lebanon's multilingual heritage. The period also witnessed a
strengthening of the link between political-religious events and education, with
prominent universities being established by various religious foundations. This
confluence of historical factors—ancient traditions, Ottoman reforms, and the
significant influence of foreign missionary and mandatory powers—created the
complex and diverse educational foundations upon which modern Lebanon would build
its system.

Upon gaining independence in 1943, Lebanon embarked on the challenging task of
forging a national identity and unifying its diverse educational system. The initial post-
independence curriculum reform in 1946 aimed to foster a Lebanese national identity
by prioritizing Arabic as the main language of study and promoting patriotism. English
was also introduced as a foreign language option alongside French. The government
subsequently intensified its investment in education, with public schools even
outnumbering private schools by 1954.

However, the enduring legacy of sectarian divisions continued to influence the
educational landscape. Despite efforts to centralize control, political and religious
interventions often hindered the development of a unified educational system. The
Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) severely disrupted education, with various factions
publishing their own history textbooks, further entrenching differing narratives.
Nevertheless, the historical foundations laid through millennia, from the Phoenician
alphabet to the establishment of modern universities, underscore a deeply ingrained
societal value for learning that has, despite all challenges, continued to adapt and
endure. The subsequent chapters will delve into how these historical currents manifest
in the contemporary structure and ongoing evolution of education in Lebanon.
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