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Introduction
Education is the cornerstone of societal progress, a powerful engine driving individual
growth, cultural preservation, and national development. In Georgia, a nation with a
rich and complex history nestled at the crossroads of Eastern Europe and Western
Asia, the educational landscape reflects centuries of tradition, periods of profound
change, and an enduring commitment to enlightenment. From ancient philosophical
schools to modern digital classrooms, the pursuit of knowledge has consistently
shaped Georgian identity and aspirations. This book, "Education In Georgia: A
Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on a
journey to explore this dynamic and multifaceted system in its entirety, offering
readers an in-depth understanding of its past, present, and future.

This comprehensive overview delves into every facet of the Georgian educational
experience, meticulously tracing the learner's path from their very first steps in early
childhood care to the pinnacle of academic and vocational achievement. We examine
the foundational principles that have historically guided educational thought in
Georgia, exploring how historical epochs, cultural influences, and political shifts have
molded the institutions and pedagogies in place today. The book will provide a
detailed structural analysis of the system, laying bare the interconnectedness of its
various stages and highlighting the administrative frameworks that govern its
operation.

Beyond the mere mechanics, this volume seeks to illuminate the essence of Georgian
education—its strengths, its challenges, and its unyielding pursuit of excellence. We
will explore the critical role of curriculum development and the standards that uphold
academic rigor, alongside the vital importance of teacher training and continuous
professional development in fostering an engaging and effective learning
environment. Furthermore, the book addresses the crucial aspects of educational
governance, policy-making, and the intricate mechanisms of funding and financing
that sustain the system. Understanding these elements is paramount to appreciating
the operational realities and strategic directions of education in Georgia.

No educational system exists in a vacuum, and Georgia's is no exception. This book
dedicates significant attention to the broader societal factors that influence
educational outcomes, including socio-economic impacts, the imperative of inclusive
education for students with special needs, and the transformative power of technology
in the classroom. We also explore Georgia’s engagement with the international
community through cooperation and exchange programs, acknowledging the global
context in which its educational system operates. Crucially, we will examine the
ongoing reforms and persistent challenges that policymakers, educators, and students
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navigate, offering insights into the nation's efforts to adapt and evolve in a rapidly
changing world.

"Education In Georgia" is designed for a diverse audience, including educators,
policymakers, researchers, international organizations, and anyone with a keen
interest in understanding the educational dynamics of this fascinating nation. Whether
you are seeking to grasp the historical lineage of Georgian schools, comprehend the
intricacies of its current structure, or explore the future prospects for its learners, this
book offers a definitive and insightful resource. Through these pages, readers will gain
a profound appreciation for Georgia's dedication to nurturing its human capital,
fostering civic engagement, promoting cultural heritage through arts and sports, and
embracing lifelong learning as a cornerstone of its national identity.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Georgian
Education
The story of education in Georgia is as intricate and enduring as the nation itself, a
tapestry woven with threads of ancient wisdom, foreign influence, and an unwavering
drive for knowledge. To truly grasp the current state of Georgian education, one must
first journey through its historical bedrock, understanding the epochs that shaped its
institutions, curricula, and pedagogical approaches. From the earliest monastic schools
to the dawn of secular learning, each era left an indelible mark, contributing to the
unique character of the system we see today.

The roots of organized education in Georgia can be traced back to antiquity, deeply
intertwined with the adoption of Christianity as the state religion in the 4th century.
Prior to this pivotal moment, remnants of pre-Christian intellectual traditions, likely
influenced by Hellenistic thought, existed, though their formal structures are less
documented. However, with the establishment of Christianity, a new impetus for
literacy and theological study emerged. Monasteries became not just centers of
spiritual life but also vital hubs of learning, preserving and disseminating knowledge
during a period when much of Europe was plunged into intellectual darkness. These
early monastic schools focused heavily on biblical studies, liturgical texts, and the
translation of religious works from Greek and Syriac into Georgian. This linguistic
endeavor was crucial, fostering the development of the Georgian alphabet and
solidifying the language's role as a vehicle for scholarship.

One of the most significant early educational centers was the Academy of Ikalto,
founded in the 6th century, though it reached its zenith in the 11th and 12th centuries.
Often referred to as one of the oldest higher education institutions in the world, Ikalto
offered a comprehensive curriculum that extended far beyond theology. Students
delved into rhetoric, philosophy, astronomy, mathematics, and even practical skills
like viticulture and metalwork. The academy’s reputation drew scholars and students
from across the Caucasus and beyond, transforming it into a beacon of enlightenment
in the region. Contemporaneously, the Gelati Academy, established by King David IV
the Builder in the 12th century, further solidified Georgia's intellectual prowess. Gelati
was envisioned as a "new Athens," a center for Christian philosophy and neo-Platonic
studies, boasting an impressive library and attracting some of the era's most brilliant
minds. These academies were not merely places of instruction; they were vibrant
intellectual communities where original thought was encouraged, and the foundations
for Georgian national identity were further cemented through shared intellectual
pursuits.
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The Golden Age of Georgia, roughly from the 11th to the early 13th century, witnessed
a flourishing of arts, literature, and scholarship, with education playing a central role.
Literacy was relatively widespread among the nobility and clergy, and even ordinary
citizens had access to some forms of religious instruction. However, this period of
intellectual vibrancy was brutally interrupted by the Mongol invasions starting in the
13th century. The destruction wrought by the invaders devastated many educational
institutions, scattering scholars and burning priceless manuscripts. The subsequent
centuries saw a decline in formal education as Georgia grappled with foreign
domination, fragmentation, and constant warfare. Survival often took precedence over
scholarly pursuits, and the grand academies of Ikalto and Gelati, while still existing,
never fully recovered their former glory.

Despite the setbacks, the flame of education was never fully extinguished. Throughout
the periods of Ottoman and Persian rule, clandestine schools and individual tutors
continued to provide instruction, often in secret, to preserve Georgian language,
culture, and religious identity. These informal educational networks, though lacking
formal structure, were crucial in transmitting knowledge across generations and
resisting assimilation. The emphasis shifted back towards basic literacy and religious
instruction, serving as a bulwark against foreign cultural encroachment.

The 18th century marked a gradual resurgence in Georgian intellectual life,
particularly under the reign of King Erekle II. Recognizing the importance of education
for national revival, Erekle II championed the establishment of new schools and
printing presses. The Tbilisi Theological Seminary, founded in 1705 and later
reorganized, became a significant institution for both religious and secular learning,
offering subjects like grammar, logic, arithmetic, and geography. This period also saw
the emergence of notable educators and thinkers who advocated for a more modern
and accessible education system, laying the groundwork for future reforms.

With Georgia’s incorporation into the Russian Empire in the early 19th century, the
educational landscape underwent another significant transformation. Russian imperial
policies aimed at integrating Georgia into the empire often involved the Russification
of educational institutions. Russian became the primary language of instruction in
many schools, and curricula were standardized to align with the imperial system. This
created a dual challenge: while it brought more structured and centralized schooling,
it also threatened the distinctiveness of Georgian language and culture within the
educational sphere.

Despite the imperial pressures, Georgian intellectuals and patriots actively worked to
preserve and promote Georgian-language education. Numerous Georgian schools
were founded through private initiatives and public donations, often operating under
difficult circumstances. The Society for the Spreading of Literacy Among Georgians,
established in 1879 by prominent figures like Ilia Chavchavadze, was instrumental in
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this effort. This society established hundreds of schools, published textbooks in
Georgian, and championed the importance of native-language instruction, playing a
crucial role in the national awakening movement. These schools often faced financial
difficulties and bureaucratic obstacles from the imperial authorities, yet they became
symbols of Georgian resilience and cultural pride.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a further expansion of the
educational network, with the establishment of gymnasiums, real schools, and
vocational institutions. Access to education, though still largely stratified by social
class, gradually improved. The curriculum began to incorporate more scientific and
technical subjects, reflecting broader European trends. However, higher education
opportunities for Georgians remained limited, with many aspiring scholars having to
pursue their studies in Russian or European universities. The dream of a national
university in Georgia became a powerful rallying cry for the intelligentsia.

The tumultuous period leading up to and following the 1917 Russian Revolution saw a
brief but significant flowering of independent Georgian educational initiatives. With the
declaration of Georgia's independence in 1918, the long-held aspiration for a national
university finally materialized with the founding of Tbilisi State University (TSU). This
was a monumental achievement, signaling a renewed commitment to self-
determination and the cultivation of indigenous intellectual talent. TSU quickly became
the leading educational and scientific center of the country, offering instruction in a
wide range of disciplines exclusively in Georgian. This period, though short-lived due
to the Soviet invasion, solidified the principle of Georgian-language higher education.

The Soviet era, beginning in 1921, brought another radical restructuring of the
Georgian education system. Education was deemed a powerful tool for ideological
indoctrination and the construction of a new socialist society. The entire system was
nationalized, standardized, and brought under strict state control. Universal, free, and
compulsory primary education was gradually introduced, significantly increasing
literacy rates across the republic. The curriculum was centrally planned from Moscow,
emphasizing Marxist-Leninist ideology, scientific atheism, and the promotion of a
"Soviet identity." While Georgian language and literature continued to be taught,
Russian was mandatory, and the overall educational philosophy aimed at creating
"new Soviet citizens."

Despite the ideological constraints, the Soviet period also saw significant investment
in education infrastructure. Numerous schools, technical colleges, and higher
education institutions were established across Georgia. Specialized schools for arts,
music, and sports flourished. Scientific research, particularly in fields aligned with
Soviet priorities, received substantial funding. The quality of education in certain
technical and scientific disciplines was remarkably high, and Georgian scholars and
scientists made notable contributions to various fields within the Soviet academic
system. However, academic freedom was severely curtailed, and any deviation from
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official ideology was met with harsh repression. The humanities, in particular, suffered
from censorship and ideological manipulation.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and Georgia's regaining of independence
ushered in a new era for education, characterized by both immense challenges and
opportunities. The immediate post-Soviet period was marked by severe economic
hardship, political instability, and internal conflicts. This had a devastating impact on
the education system, with funding drying up, infrastructure deteriorating, and
teacher salaries plummeting. Many skilled educators left the profession or the country,
leading to a significant brain drain. The quality of education suffered, and corruption
became a pervasive issue, particularly in university admissions.

However, independence also brought the freedom to de-Sovietize the curriculum, to re-
emphasize Georgian history, culture, and language, and to integrate with international
educational standards. The early years of independence saw attempts at
decentralization and the introduction of new curricula, though these efforts were often
hampered by a lack of resources and consistent policy. The emphasis shifted towards
developing a national educational framework that reflected Georgia's unique identity
while preparing its citizens for a globalized world.

Throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, Georgia embarked on a series of educational
reforms aimed at addressing the legacy of the Soviet system and modernizing its
approach. These reforms included revising curricula, introducing new assessment
methods, reforming teacher training, and striving to combat corruption. The Bologna
Process, which Georgia joined in 2005, significantly influenced higher education,
promoting comparability of qualifications and greater student mobility across Europe.
This marked a deliberate move away from the traditional Soviet model of higher
education towards a more Western-oriented, three-cycle degree structure (Bachelor's,
Master's, Doctorate).

The historical journey of Georgian education, therefore, is a testament to resilience,
adaptation, and an enduring commitment to enlightenment. From its ancient monastic
origins and the brilliance of its medieval academies, through periods of foreign
domination and imperial influence, to the Soviet era's paradoxical blend of mass
education and ideological control, and finally into the complexities of post-
independence reform, each chapter has shaped the present. Understanding these
historical layers is essential for appreciating the current structure, the ongoing
challenges, and the future aspirations of the Georgian educational system, a system
that continues to evolve, drawing strength from its past while striving for a more
innovative and inclusive future.
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