SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Education In Iraq

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introductio
Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 3:
Chapter 4:
Chapter 5:
Chapter 6:
Chapter 7:
Chapter 8:
Chapter 9:

Chapter 10:

Funding

Chapter 11:
Chapter 12:
Chapter 13:
Chapter 14:
Chapter 15:
Chapter 16:
Chapter 17:
Chapter 18:
Chapter 19:
Chapter 20:
Chapter 21:
Chapter 22:
Chapter 23:
Chapter 24:
Chapter 25:

Sam

n
Historical Foundations of Iraqi Education

Early Childhood Education: Foundations and Development
Primary Education: Structure, Curriculum, and Challenges
Secondary Education: Pathways and Specializations

Vocational and Technical Education in Iraq

Higher Education System: Universities and Institutions
Curriculum Development and Educational Standards

Teacher Training and Professional Development

Education in Conflict and Post-Conflict Zones
The Role of Government in Educational Policy and

Private Education: Growth, Impact, and Regulation
International Cooperation and Educational Aid
Addressing Gender Disparities in Education

Special Needs Education and Inclusive Practices
Educational Technology and Digital Learning Initiatives
Language Education and Cultural Preservation
Challenges of Access and Equity in Education

Brain Drain and its Impact on Higher Education

The Role of Education in National Development
Funding and Resource Allocation in the Education Sector
Assessment and Evaluation in Iraqi Schools

Adult Education and Lifelong Learning Programs
Educational Reforms and Future Outlook

The Impact of Socio-Political Factors on Education

Case Studies and Regional Variations in Iraqi Education

ple from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Education in Irag, a nation steeped in millennia of intellectual heritage, presents a
compelling and complex narrative. From the ancient Mesopotamian schools that
pioneered writing and mathematics to the modern-day challenges of rebuilding and
reform, the story of Iraqi education is one of enduring resilience, profound disruption,
and persistent aspiration. This book, "Education In Irag: A Comprehensive Overview
from Early Childhood to Higher Education," endeavors to provide a thorough and
insightful exploration of this vital sector, charting its evolution, current landscape, and
future trajectory. We delve into the intricate layers of a system that has profoundly
shaped, and been shaped by, the nation's rich cultural tapestry and tumultuous
history.

The scope of this book is intentionally broad, reflecting the multifaceted nature of
education itself. We begin by tracing the historical foundations that underpin
contemporary Iragi schooling, understanding how centuries of scholarship and societal
shifts have influenced its present form. From there, we embark on a journey through
the various stages of learning, commencing with early childhood education—the
crucial bedrock upon which all subsequent learning is built. We then progress to
primary and secondary education, examining their structures, curricula, and the
inherent challenges they face in providing equitable and quality instruction across
diverse regions. The vital roles of vocational and technical training are also explored,
highlighting their contribution to economic development and workforce preparation.

Higher education, a cornerstone of national progress and intellectual advancement,
receives extensive attention, with a detailed examination of universities, institutions,
and the complex issues surrounding academic freedom, research, and global
engagement. Beyond the formal structures, this volume investigates critical cross-
cutting themes that impact the entire educational ecosystem. These include
curriculum development and educational standards, the professional development of
teachers, and the profound challenges of delivering education in conflict and post-
conflict zones. We also scrutinize the intricate relationship between government
policy, funding, and the growing influence of private education and international
cooperation.

Furthermore, this book addresses crucial societal dimensions within Iraqi education,
such as efforts to mitigate gender disparities, the provision of special needs education,
and the integration of educational technology and digital learning initiatives. The
preservation of Iraqg's rich linguistic heritage and cultural identity through language
education is also explored, alongside persistent challenges of access and equity. We
confront the complex phenomenon of "brain drain" and its impact on human capital,
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while simultaneously underscoring education's indispensable role in national
development. Practical considerations of funding, resource allocation, assessment,
and adult learning programs are also thoroughly examined.

"Education In Iraq" is more than just a descriptive account; it is an analytical endeavor
that seeks to illuminate the profound impact of socio-political factors on educational
outcomes. By presenting case studies and exploring regional variations, the book
offers a nuanced understanding of the diverse realities within Iraq's educational
landscape. Ultimately, this comprehensive overview aims to serve as an invaluable
resource for policymakers, educators, researchers, international organizations, and
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the challenges, reforms, and future outlook
for education in Iraq. It is a testament to the enduring power of learning and the
unwavering commitment to knowledge in a nation striving for peace, stability, and
prosperity.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Iraqi
Education

The land now known as Iraq, a cradle of civilization nestled between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, boasts an educational legacy that stretches back to the dawn of
writing itself. This is a region where the very concept of formal schooling first took
root, not in grand academies, but in humble "tablet houses" designed to train scribes.
To understand the current educational landscape of Iraq, one must first appreciate the
rich layers of intellectual pursuit and pedagogical evolution that have shaped it over
millennia. From the ancient Sumerians to the dynamic Islamic Golden Age, through the
Ottoman era and the challenges of modern state-building, education in Irag has been
a continuous, though often tumultuous, journey.

The Dawn of Formal Learning: Mesopotamian Edubbas

Imagine a time when the ability to read and write was a rare and powerful skill,
primarily reserved for a select few. This was the reality in ancient Mesopotamia, where
the Sumerians, around 3500 BCE, invented writing. This monumental innovation,
initially pictograms that evolved into the complex wedge-shaped marks of cuneiform,
necessitated a system for its transmission and mastery. Thus, the "edubba," meaning
"House of Tablets," emerged as humanity's first known formal educational institution.
These early schools were initially affiliated with temples, their primary purpose being
to educate boys to become scribes and priests, essential roles in the administrative
and religious structures of the time.

Archaeological discoveries, particularly in ancient cities like Nippur, Ur, Isin, Sippar,
and Kish, have unearthed thousands of clay tablets—the actual homework and
classroom exercises of ancient students. These remarkable artifacts provide an
extraordinary glimpse into the curriculum and daily life of an edubba. Students, often
beginning before the age of ten, would spend approximately twelve years mastering
cuneiform script, along with Sumerian and Akkadian languages. The curriculum was
broad, encompassing subjects that included agriculture, architectural design,
astronomy, botany, engineering, history, literature, medicine, philosophy, religion, and
zoology.

The teaching methods were, by modern standards, quite rigorous and involved
extensive repetition. Teachers, known as "ummia," would meticulously supervise
students as they copied from models or wrote from dictation. The learning process
began with the most basic elements of cuneiform signs—vertical, horizontal, and
oblique wedges—before progressing to more complex compositions. Proverbs were
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particularly emphasized in the early years to teach proper vocabulary, grammar, and
style. While most students were male, daughters of nobles, merchants, or clergy could
attend if their future professions required scribal skills, though they remained a
minority. The tuition for these secular schools was often high, limiting attendance to
children from affluent families, including those of nobility, government officials,
priests, and wealthy merchants.

The edubba served a dual function: to equip scribes with the practical skills for daily
administrative tasks and to preserve the vast Mesopotamian cultural heritage. The
system evolved through various periods, from its establishment before the Early
Dynastic period (circa 2900-2350 BCE) to the fall of the Neo-Assyrian Empire (912-612
BCE). While the earliest schools were part of temple complexes, by 2900-2500 BCE,
schools began operating out of private homes or dedicated buildings. The legacy of
these ancient schools laid the groundwork for the intellectual traditions that would
continue to flourish in the region for centuries to come.

The Flourishing of Islamic Scholarship: The Abbasid Golden Age

With the advent of Islam and the establishment of the Abbasid Caliphate in 750 CE,
Baghdad became a vibrant intellectual and cultural capital, ushering in what is widely
known as the Islamic Golden Age. This period saw an unprecedented flourishing of
learning, with education deeply integrated into the fabric of society. The Abbasid
caliphs, recognizing the immense value of knowledge, actively supported scholarly
pursuits, establishing numerous educational institutions and attracting brilliant minds
from across the Islamic world.

Central to this intellectual efflorescence was the House of Wisdom (Bayt al-Hikma),
established in Baghdad. More than just a library, it functioned as a grand academy,
research center, and translation hub. Scholars of diverse backgrounds—Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish—collaborated to translate a vast array of ancient texts from
Greek, Sanskrit, Persian, and Syriac into Arabic. This monumental translation
movement made classical knowledge accessible to the Arab-speaking world,
preserving and enhancing centuries of scholarship in fields such as mathematics,
medicine, astronomy, philosophy, and geography. Imagine a place where the works of
Aristotle, Plato, Hippocrates, Euclid, and Ptolemy were not only translated but also
rigorously studied, debated, and built upon, laying the foundations for new discoveries
and advancements.

Beyond the House of Wisdom, the Abbasid era witnessed the widespread
establishment of mosque schools and madrasas. Mosque schools, often simpler in
structure, taught a wide range of subjects including Hadith (the science of tradition),
Figh (jurisprudence), philology, poetry, and rhetoric. Madrasas, on the other hand,
emerged as more formal institutions of higher education. These complexes often
included student dormitories and offered a comprehensive curriculum that
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encompassed religious sciences (Qur'an, Hadith, jurisprudence, grammar) and
intellectual sciences (mathematics, astronomy, music, and physics). The Nizamiyya
Madrasas, founded by the Seljuk vizier Nizam al-Mulk in the late 11th century, are
particularly noteworthy as some of the first institutions of higher education in Iraq,
offering free education and attracting renowned scholars.

The Mustansiriyya Madrasa, established in Baghdad in 1227 CE by Caliph al-Mustansir,
stands as another testament to the era's commitment to universal higher education. It
taught medicine, mathematics, literature, grammar, philosophy, and Islamic religious
studies, with a strong emphasis on Islamic law. This grand institution even provided
students with food, lodging, clothing, and a monthly stipend, highlighting the
comprehensive support offered to learners. The educational standards during the
Abbasid period were remarkably high, with elementary education flourishing and
literacy becoming widespread, especially in urban centers. This emphasis on
knowledge and learning had a profound and lasting impact on Islamic civilization and
the world at large.

Ottoman Influence and Early Modern Reforms

The Ottoman conquest of Iraq in the 16th century brought significant changes to the
region, including its educational landscape. For much of the early Ottoman period,
education in Irag remained largely traditional, primarily centered around mosques,
katateeb (religious primary schools), and other religious institutions. These schools
often focused on religious sciences, including the memorization of the Qur'an, along
with basic reading and writing.

However, the 19th century marked a turning point with the implementation of the
Tanzimat reforms across the Ottoman Empire, a series of comprehensive efforts aimed
at modernizing the state. These reforms gradually introduced a more modern
educational structure, influencing Iraq's nascent educational system. The Ottoman
government, particularly after 1846, began to pay greater attention to the education
sector. This led to the establishment of modern educational institutions and a special
budget for education, along with efforts to monitor and upgrade schools.

A pivotal figure in these reforms in Iraq was Midhat Pasha, who served as the Ottoman
governor from 1869 to 1872. Pasha was a staunch advocate for modernization and
actively worked to establish modern schools in Irag. He introduced "Al-Rashidia
Schools" in both civilian and military forms. These schools, such as the Civil Rashidiya
School and the Militant Rashidiya School in Baghdad, marked the beginning of public
state activity in opening modern schools in Iraq. The curriculum in these modernized
schools included subjects like geography, history, Turkish grammar, Arabic, Persian,
arithmetic, drawing, and principles of religious sciences. Turkish was often the
language of instruction.
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Significantly, the late Ottoman period also saw the establishment of schools for girls, a
progressive step for the time. The first high school for girls in Irag during the Ottoman
era opened in Mosul in 1898, followed shortly by a middle school for girls in Baghdad.
While traditional religious education continued, these reforms introduced new teaching
methods and a broader curriculum, leading to an increase in student numbers,
including those from non-Muslim backgrounds. Despite these efforts, a fully formal and
comprehensive educational system across Iraq was still in its nascent stages when
Ottoman rule ended in 1918.

The British Mandate and the Birth of Modern Iraqi Education

Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire after World War I, Irag came under the
British Mandate in 1920. This period was crucial in the establishment of Iraq's modern
education system. Despite limited resources and infrastructure, the British Mandate
government played a role in setting up schools. In 1921, Iraq officially established its
education system, offering both public and private educational paths.

At this time, illiteracy was widespread, with an estimated 90% of the Iragi population
being illiterate in 1920, a reflection of the informal and religiously focused education
prevalent during much of the Ottoman era. The newly established system faced
significant challenges, including a shortage of qualified teachers, which often
necessitated bringing in professionals from outside Iraq. The early curricula were
based on fundamental subjects like history and Arabic, but Islamic teachings remained
a central component.

The British policy also encouraged the development of private and missionary schools,
partly to address the lack of existing educational facilities and partly to cater to the
diverse religious sects within the country. Christian schools, for instance, were
established throughout Iraqg, with 24 such institutions operating between 1805 and
1879. While elementary education was gradually being formalized, the development of
secondary education for girls, for example, only began to take shape in 1929.

During the British Mandate, legislative efforts also touched upon language in
education. The "Local Languages Law" of 1931 stipulated that in kindergartens and
elementary schools in provinces like Mosul, Erbil, and Kirkuk, where Turkish-speaking
students were the majority, the language of instruction should be Turkish. However, at
the high school level, Arabic began to emerge as the primary language of instruction.
The period of the British Mandate laid essential groundwork for a more structured and
modern educational system, even as it grappled with limited funding and the complex
socio-political realities of a newly formed nation.

Post-Independence and the Kingdom of Iraq

Irag gained its independence from the British Mandate in 1932, marking a new chapter
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for the nation and its educational system. During the period of the Kingdom of Iraq
(1932-1958), education witnessed considerable development and new horizons
opened up across primary, secondary, and preparatory schools, including those for
girls, and private and foreign institutions. The government began to pay more
attention to primary education, recognizing its importance for national development.

However, education was not always the top priority during the monarchy, and financial
allocations for the sector often remained scarce in the state budget. Nevertheless,
significant achievements were made in higher education, with the foundation of
specialized schools in medicine, engineering, law, and arts, which would later become
part of the University of Baghdad, established in 1957. This era saw a gradual shift
towards a more systematic approach to education, moving beyond the more basic and
traditional methods that had characterized earlier periods.

Despite the progress, the educational system during the monarchy still reflected
certain prevailing ideologies and societal norms. While the curricula in public schools
continued to evolve, the focus on Islamic teachings remained strong. The development
of education during the Kingdom of Iraq laid a crucial foundation upon which future
governments would attempt to build. It was a period of initial nation-building in the
educational sphere, setting the stage for the dramatic expansions and ideological
shifts that would come with the republican era. The challenges of limited resources, a
developing infrastructure, and the need to unify a diverse population through a
national curriculum were constant companions in this formative period.
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