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Introduction

Education is a cornerstone of societal progress, a fundamental human right, and a
powerful catalyst for individual and national development. In the vibrant island nation
of Fiji, the educational landscape is as rich and diverse as its culture and geography.
This book, 'Education In Fiji: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to
Higher Education’, embarks on an extensive journey to explore the multifaceted
dimensions of Fiji's educational system, offering a detailed and insightful examination
of its evolution, current state, and future trajectory. From the foundational learning
experiences of early childhood to the advanced academic pursuits of higher education,
we delve into the policies, practices, challenges, and triumphs that characterize
education across the Fijian archipelago.

Fiji's commitment to education is evident in its continuous efforts to adapt and
improve its system to meet the evolving needs of its populace and the demands of a
rapidly changing globalized world. This book seeks to illuminate the unique context of
Fijlan education, recognizing the interplay of indigenous traditions, colonial legacies,
and contemporary international influences. We explore how cultural values and
traditional knowledge systems are integrated into modern pedagogical approaches,
and how the nation grapples with issues such as language diversity, geographical
dispersion, and the urgent imperatives of sustainable development and climate
change.

The scope of this comprehensive overview is deliberately broad, ensuring that readers
gain a holistic understanding of the entire educational continuum. We begin by tracing
the historical foundations that have shaped the Fijian education system, providing
essential context for understanding its current structure and governance. Subsequent
chapters systematically unpack each level of education, from the crucial
developmental stages of early childhood and the foundational learning in primary
schools, to the diverse pathways offered in secondary education and the specialized
training within technical and vocational institutions. The book then ascends to the
higher education landscape, examining universities and other institutions that
contribute to advanced learning and research.

Beyond the structural elements, 'Education In Fiji' delves into critical thematic areas
that are pivotal to the quality and equity of education. We investigate the vital role of
teacher education and professional development, explore initiatives in inclusive
education for diverse learners, and analyze the complexities of language policies and
curriculum development. The influence of technology, the distinct challenges of
education in rural and remote areas, and the critical issues of gender and sustainable
development are also thoroughly examined. Furthermore, the book addresses the
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economic underpinnings of education through a discussion of funding and financing,
and highlights the significance of international partnerships and aid in shaping Fiji's
educational future.

This book is intended for a wide audience, including educators, policymakers,
researchers, students, and anyone with a keen interest in understanding the dynamics
of education in small island developing states. It offers not only a descriptive account
but also an analytical perspective, identifying key challenges such as resource
allocation, access disparities, and the impact of external factors like climate change,
while also highlighting opportunities for innovation and growth. Ultimately, 'Education
In Fiji* aims to provide a definitive resource that celebrates the achievements,
acknowledges the complexities, and outlines the promising future directions for
education in this remarkable Pacific nation, fostering a deeper appreciation for its
journey towards empowering its people through knowledge and learning.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Fijian
Education

The story of education in Fiji is a captivating narrative, interwoven with the threads of
indigenous traditions, the profound impact of missionary zeal, and the strategic
machinations of colonial administration. To truly grasp the essence of Fiji's
contemporary educational landscape, one must first journey back through time,
exploring the foundational epochs that have shaped its purpose, structure, and
identity. This historical exploration reveals a dynamic evolution, moving from systems
deeply rooted in communal life to the Western-centric models introduced by external
forces, and finally, to the ongoing efforts to forge a uniquely Fijian approach to
learning.

Traditional Fijian Knowledge Systems

Before the arrival of European influences, indigenous iTaukei societies in Fiji possessed
well-established systems of knowledge transmission. Education in pre-colonial Fiji was
not confined to formal institutions but was deeply embedded within communal life,
encompassing oral traditions, practical apprenticeships, ritual practices, and collective
responsibilities tied to the land (vanua), kinship, and spirituality. This holistic approach
to learning emphasized moral values, survival skills, leadership qualities, and social
cohesion, all without the need for classrooms or credentials. Knowledge was passed
down through generations, primarily from elders, parents, and traditional leaders,
fostering a deep understanding of their environment and cultural heritage. These
traditional pedagogies prioritized collective responsibility and experiential learning,
offering an epistemological framework distinct from Western schooling models. This
indigenous knowledge, multidimensional in nature, encompassed beliefs, practices,
arts, and spirituality, reflecting an ecologically centered way of living and a
sustainable humanity. However, with the advent of colonization, these sophisticated
systems of knowledge transmission were systematically marginalized.

The Dawn of Western Education: Missionary Influence

The early 19th century marked a significant turning point with the arrival of Christian
missionaries, who were the first to introduce formal Western-style education to the
Fijian islands. The London Missionary Society sent the first Tahitian teachers to Fiji in
1830. These early efforts laid the groundwork, even if initial progress in language
acquisition was slow. The Wesleyan Methodist Missionaries, David Cargill and William
Cross, arrived in 1835, via Tonga. They were instrumental in developing a written form
of the Fijian language, with Cargill meticulously documenting the sounds to create the
first Fijian alphabet and beginning the work of translating scripture.
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The primary objective of these missionary schools was to spread Christianity, and
literacy was seen as a vital tool for reading the Bible. As such, early education was
intrinsically linked to Christian moral instruction and cultural transformation. The
Methodist Church, in particular, became very active in education towards the end of
the 19th century, establishing many successful educational institutions. One notable
example is their theological college, first established in 1841, which aimed to train
local Fijians to become agents in transmitting the gospel to their own people. These
institutions, while promoting new values, also brought profound changes to indigenous
Fijian culture, although they did not completely transform it.

The missionaries’ efforts were pivotal in creating high rates of vernacular literacy
among Fijians, establishing an educational infrastructure even before the central
colonial government became significantly involved. Village schools, often run by
Christian missions, provided elementary education for Fijian children, signifying the
early establishment of a widespread, albeit religiously focused, educational network.
The initial curriculum in these schools often included Wesleyan doctrine alongside
reading and writing, with examinations even testing students' understanding of
salvation through faith.

The Colonial Era: Imposing a New Order

The formal transfer of Fiji's sovereignty to the British Crown with the Deed of Cession
in 1874 marked a decisive turning point for education. The colonial administration's
involvement ushered in a new era, characterized by the institutionalization of Western
schooling and a more structured, albeit often segregated, education system. While
missionary enterprises continued to play a significant role, colonial policies began to
shape educational access, curriculum content, and social stratification.

Initially, the colonial government adopted a rather laissez-faire approach, leaving
private (voluntary) committees and religious organizations to run most schools.
However, this period saw the emergence of separate schooling structures for
Indigenous iTaukei communities and Indo-Fijian descendants of indentured laborers,
who began arriving in large numbers from 1879. The colonial government, at least in
the early period, minimally involved itself in the education of the "subject" Fijian and
Indian populations. Indigenous Fijian community schools, often established with
missionary help, taught literacy and numeracy, while Indo-Fijians, initially ignored,
took advantage of later grant schemes to build their own schools and advocate for
their educational rights. This led to a racially divided school system, partly due to
colonial protectionist policies for Indigenous Fijians and partly a result of community
efforts to educate their children.

The colonial government's direct involvement in iTaukei education did not begin until

1916. Following several inquiries, a Grant-in-aid scheme was implemented to finance
schools that met government standards. This initiative benefited some iTaukei

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

schools, but it also saw Indo-Fijian communities leveraging these grants to establish
their own institutions, often seeking an academic curriculum. The colonial period saw
the establishment of provincial boarding schools from 1909 to 1926, financed by
provincial taxes on Fijians and central colonial government grants. These upper-
primary or intermediate-level schools, such as the prestigious Queen Victoria School,
were primarily for the sons of chiefs, reflecting a colonial interest in training a Fijian
nobility to serve as intermediaries in a system of indirect rule.

Education during the colonial period often functioned as a tool of social control,
reinforcing ethnic divisions and limiting pathways to higher education and leadership
for the colonized populations. The curriculum and assessment practices were heavily
influenced by Eurocentric knowledge frameworks, often marginalizing indigenous
epistemologies. However, there were also efforts to provide some vocational and
agricultural training, such as an "industrial school" founded in 1880 for the sons of
chiefs, though it ultimately failed to live up to its aspirations. The Central Medical
School, established in 1928, also stands out as a unique intercolonial initiative, run by
the colonial government of Fiji with international cooperation, aimed at training native
medical practitioners across the Pacific. This period cemented structures, curricula,
and assessment systems that would deeply influence Fijian education for decades to
come, leaving a persistent colonial legacy.

Post-Independence: Decolonization and Reform

Fiji gained independence in 1970, ushering in a complex phase of educational reform.
The new government recognized education as a crucial instrument for nation-building
and aimed to integrate the different ethnic groups through multiracial schools and
cross-cultural language learning. Efforts were made to expand access to education,
promote national cohesion, and reassert cultural identity. However, the education
system continued to reflect deep-seated colonial legacies in curriculum design,
language policy, and assessment practices.

The post-independence era saw attempts to localize the curriculum and move away
from its Eurocentric focus, though significant changes were slow to materialize.
Persistent colonial structures, socio-economic disparities, and the challenges of
globalization continued to shape policy directions. The government of Fiji emphasized
expanding access, teacher education, and curriculum reform, but scholars often noted
the difficulty in dismantling inherited colonial structures. Examination-oriented
systems and Western knowledge frameworks remained dominant, often limiting the
integration of indigenous epistemologies and culturally responsive pedagogy.

A major educational commission in 1969, on the eve of independence, investigated
the education system and recommended changes, including a relevant curriculum and
appropriate teacher training. However, challenges such as inequalities in access,
limited resources, and cultural obstacles persisted. Subsequent reforms, like those
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following the Education Commission 2000, aimed for a more responsive curriculum
that incorporated real-life community experiences and focused on interdependent,
interpersonal skills. There have also been efforts to promote indigenous knowledge
systems, recognizing their importance for cultural preservation and sustainable
development. However, the integration of these traditional knowledge systems into
the formal curriculum remains an ongoing challenge, with the formal education
system often prioritizing Western knowledge. The historical trajectory of Fijian
education, therefore, highlights a continuous negotiation between inherited structures
and the contemporary aspirations for culturally responsive, inclusive, and equitable
education.
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