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Introduction
Education is the bedrock of national development, a powerful engine driving social
mobility, economic growth, and cultural preservation. In Cameroon, a nation renowned
for its rich cultural tapestry and linguistic diversity, the educational landscape is
particularly complex and dynamic. Straddling both Anglophone and Francophone
traditions, the Cameroonian education system is a fascinating case study in post-
colonial development, adaptation, and the persistent pursuit of quality and equity.
This book, "Education In Cameroon: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood
to Higher Education," embarks on an extensive exploration of this multifaceted
system, dissecting its historical roots, current structures, inherent challenges, and
promising future trajectories.

Cameroon's commitment to education is evident in the widespread presence of
schools and institutions across its ten regions, reflecting a national aspiration to
empower its youth and foster a skilled populace. From the foundational learning
experiences of early childhood to the advanced academic pursuits in its universities,
the journey of a Cameroonian student is shaped by a unique blend of inherited colonial
legacies, national policies, and evolving global educational paradigms. This book aims
to illuminate the intricate pathways within this journey, offering a detailed analysis of
the policies, practices, and people that constitute the fabric of education in Cameroon.
It delves into not just the successes and strides made but also the critical issues that
continue to demand attention and innovative solutions.

The scope of this comprehensive overview is deliberately broad, reflecting the
interconnectedness of various educational stages and their profound impact on
individual lives and national progress. We begin by tracing the historical foundations
that have shaped the current system, understanding how past influences continue to
resonate in contemporary educational structures. Subsequent chapters systematically
unpack each level of education—early childhood, primary, secondary, and higher
education—examining curriculum development, teacher training, and the distinct
challenges and opportunities within each. Special attention is paid to the country's
unique bilingual system, a defining characteristic that presents both pedagogical
complexities and significant cultural advantages.

Beyond the structural elements, this book ventures into the critical cross-cutting
themes that impact education across all levels. We explore the vital role of vocational
training in national development, the persistent challenges of funding and
governance, and the increasing involvement of the private sector. Furthermore, we
confront crucial societal issues such as gender disparities, the provision of education
in conflict zones, and the imperative of digital integration. The influence of culture and
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society on educational outcomes, as well as the dynamics of international cooperation
and the critical issue of brain drain, are also thoroughly examined, providing a holistic
perspective on the forces at play.

"Education In Cameroon" is intended for a diverse readership, including policymakers,
educators, researchers, students of comparative education, and anyone with a keen
interest in the developmental trajectory of African nations. By offering an in-depth,
evidence-based analysis, this book seeks to provide valuable insights for
understanding the complexities of educational development in a post-colonial context.
It aims to foster informed discussions, inspire effective policy interventions, and
ultimately contribute to the ongoing efforts to enhance the quality, accessibility, and
relevance of education for all Cameroonians.

Ultimately, this book serves as both a comprehensive reference and a call to action. It
is a testament to the resilience and aspirations embedded within Cameroon's
educational endeavors, while also highlighting the imperative for continued reform
and innovation. As Cameroon strives to meet the evolving demands of the 21st
century, a robust and responsive education system will remain its most valuable asset.
This overview provides the essential context and critical insights necessary to
understand where education in Cameroon stands today and where it must go in the
future.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of
Cameroonian Education
The narrative of education in Cameroon is a fascinating journey, intricately woven with
the threads of indigenous practices, missionary zeal, and the imposing legacies of
successive colonial powers. Before the arrival of Europeans, education in Cameroon
was a deeply ingrained, informal, and community-based endeavor. It was a system
designed to transmit cultural heritage, practical skills, and social responsibilities from
one generation to the next, ensuring the continuity and cohesion of various ethnic
groups. This foundational period, though often overshadowed by subsequent external
influences, laid the groundwork for how knowledge and values were traditionally
imparted within Cameroonian societies.

Pre-Colonial Educational Practices

In pre-colonial Cameroon, education was not confined to structured classrooms or rigid
curricula. Instead, it was a holistic process embedded within daily life, emphasizing
practical skills essential for survival and economic well-being, such as agriculture,
pottery, and weaving. Children learned by observing, imitating, and participating in
the activities of their elders. Oral traditions, including storytelling, proverbs, myths,
and songs, served as powerful vehicles for preserving histories, moral values, and
cultural knowledge. Rites of passage, marking transitions from childhood to
adolescence and adulthood, were also significant educational milestones, involving
intensive instruction on societal roles, responsibilities, and spiritual beliefs.

Gender roles often dictated the specialization of this informal education, with boys
typically trained in hunting, farming, and craftsmanship, while girls focused on
domestic skills, childcare, and agricultural tasks. This differentiated approach ensured
that individuals were equipped with the specific competencies required to contribute
effectively to their respective communities. Instruction was inherently communal and
conducted in local languages, fostering a strong sense of cultural identity and
continuity. While effective in its context, pre-colonial education faced limitations in its
scope and sometimes perpetuated gender disparities, as opportunities for formal
learning were restricted.

The advent of Islam in the northern parts of Cameroon also introduced Koranic
schools, which became an important component of the pre-colonial educational
landscape in those regions. These schools focused on religious instruction, literacy in
Arabic, and the study of Islamic texts, adding another layer of educational diversity to
the country's pre-colonial tapestry. This traditional system, both indigenous and
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Islamic, effectively served the needs of the communities, emphasizing cultural
relevance and skill-oriented learning. However, the arrival of European missionaries
and colonial powers would dramatically alter this established order, ushering in new
forms of education with far-reaching consequences.

The Missionary Influence (1844-1884)

The true dawn of formal, Western-style education in Cameroon can be traced back to
the arrival of European missionaries in the mid-19th century. Their primary objective
was the evangelization of the local population, and they quickly recognized education
as a powerful instrument for spreading Christianity and European values. The London
Baptist Missionary Society, notably led by Alfred Saker, was among the first to
establish a significant presence. By 1844, they had opened the first primary school in
Bimbia, near Victoria (now Limbe), marking a pivotal moment in the history of
Cameroonian education.

These early missionary schools, though few in number initially, focused on teaching
reading, writing, and arithmetic, alongside religious instruction. By the time Germany
officially annexed Cameroon in 1884, there were already approximately 15 primary
schools run by the London Baptist Missionary Society, enrolling around 368 pupils. The
missionaries also played a crucial role in language development, reducing several
local languages into writing and translating the Bible and other educational materials.
For instance, Alfred Saker himself mastered the Duala language and translated the
entire Holy Bible into Duala by 1872, also producing a Duala dictionary and grammar
book.

While these missionary efforts brought literacy and introduced Western concepts, they
often did so at the expense of indigenous cultural values, which were sometimes
dismissed as "primitive" or "outdated." The curriculum, driven by the imperative of
evangelism, sought to inculcate European middle-class values and promote
Christianity. Despite these intentions, the missionaries undeniably laid the
foundational physical infrastructure for formal schooling and significantly influenced
the initial establishment of institutionalized education and healthcare in Cameroon.
Their work, however, was often conducted independently, with little government
interference in the very early stages.

The German Colonial Era (1884-1916)

When Germany established its protectorate over Cameroon in 1884, the educational
landscape began to undergo further significant transformations. Initially, the German
administration largely left education in the hands of the missionaries, as their primary
focus was on establishing administrative control and surveying the economic wealth of
the territory. However, their perspective on education gradually evolved. The Germans
viewed education as a tool for spreading German culture, language, and for creating a
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semi-skilled workforce to support their burgeoning colonial economy, particularly in
plantations and infrastructure projects.

The German colonial education system, while introducing a more structured school
system, was characterized by limited access, primarily serving elite families and the
German community. Gender disparity was also prevalent, with education being mainly
accessible to boys. The curriculum, especially in the early stages, emphasized
vocational training and practical skills relevant to agricultural and trade demands of
the colonial administration, with schools focusing on subjects like agriculture in fertile
areas such as Buea and Limbe.

The German administration opened its first government school in Douala in 1887,
followed by others in Yaoundé (1900) and Garoua (1906). A key policy shift occurred
with the education law of April 1910, which explicitly aimed to use education to spread
German culture and language. Article II of this law stipulated that, with the exception
of German, no other language should be taught or used as a medium of instruction, a
policy that actively suppressed local languages and traditions. This approach
contributed to cultural erosion by imposing German values and glorifying German
culture.

Despite these efforts, missionary societies continued to play a dominant role in
providing education. By 1913, missionaries owned 613 schools, mostly in the southern
part of the country, compared to only two public schools established by the German
administration. The German system, while contributing to some literacy and
infrastructure development, ultimately perpetuated inequality and cultural dissonance,
laying a complex foundation for future educational challenges. The German colonial
period ended abruptly with their defeat in World War I in 1916, leading to the partition
of Cameroon between Britain and France.

The Anglo-French Mandate and Trusteeship Periods (1916-1961)

Following Germany's defeat in World War I, Cameroon was partitioned and became a
League of Nations Mandate Territory, administered by France and Britain. France
received roughly four-fifths of the territory, while Britain took control of the remaining
one-fifth, primarily along the Nigerian border. This division ushered in two distinct and
often divergent educational trajectories, deeply influenced by the colonial powers'
differing philosophies and administrative approaches. This dual legacy is arguably the
most significant historical factor shaping the current Cameroonian education system.

French Colonial Education

In French Cameroun, the colonial administration implemented an education system
modeled on the French metropolitan system, characterized by a centralized
administration directly controlled from France. The French policy of assimilation aimed
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to replace local African culture with French culture, language, and civilization.
Consequently, French was heavily promoted as the language of instruction, with less
emphasis on local languages compared to the British approach. The curriculum,
pedagogical practices, examinations, and certification were all tailored along the
French system, with even the baccalauréat exams marked in France.

Initially, French efforts in mass public education were limited, and missionary
involvement was often restricted. The French system focused on educating a smaller
segment of the population, aiming to produce a local elite who could serve as
administrators and assist in the colonial governance. Over time, especially after World
War II, the French began to invest more in education, building public schools and
subsidizing mission schools, in an effort to preserve imperial dominance. However, a
defining characteristic that emerged from the French legacy was the high rate of
grade repetition, which had detrimental effects on student dropout rates in the long
run.

British Colonial Education

The British administration, in contrast, adopted an approach that largely devolved
educational responsibilities to Christian missions. This indirect rule policy in British
Cameroons meant that education was heavily influenced by the British educational
system, often with the aim of converting local populations to Christianity. Missionaries
were crucial players, establishing primary and secondary schools and teacher training
colleges, all modeled after British hierarchical and academic pathways. Notable
institutions like St. Joseph College in Sasse, Buea, opened by the Catholic mission in
1939, played a significant role in providing secondary education.

Unlike the French, the British generally favored the use of local languages in schools,
although English gained importance as the language of government and commerce.
The curriculum reflected the British system, with secondary schools following the
Cambridge and West Africa school syllabi. While the British system aimed to train
temporary civil servants for colonial administration, it also fostered a pedagogical
culture that emphasized less rote memorization and more critical thinking, with a
greater focus on individual student needs. However, a significant drawback was the
initial delay in establishing secondary education within the territory, with British
Cameroons lacking a secondary school for a considerable period, requiring students to
seek further education in Nigeria. This meant that while British colonial education was
considered more "benign" in terms of mass public education and local language use, it
still served purposes of cultural imperialism through its Eurocentric curriculum.

Post-Independence Educational Landscape (1960s and Beyond)

Cameroon gained independence in 1960 (French Cameroun) and 1961 (British
Southern Cameroons), leading to the reunification of the two territories into the

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Federal Republic of Cameroon. This reunification brought together two distinct
educational systems, one rooted in French traditions and the other in British. The
challenge then became how to harmonize these deeply ingrained systems to foster
national integration and unity.

The initial post-independence period saw a series of educational reforms aimed at
establishing national sovereignty, addressing perceived defects in the colonial
systems, and meeting the new challenges of an independent nation. There was a push
to develop new curricula with an emphasis on indigenous and local content, moving
away from the purely Eurocentric models. However, the influence of the colonial past
remained potent, and educational practices often slid back to many of the traditions of
the colonial eras due to strong ties to these inherited systems.

Despite attempts at structural harmonization, particularly through laws like Law No.
63/DF/13 of 19/06/63, the two sub-systems largely continued to coexist, each
maintaining its particular methods of evaluation and certification. The adoption of both
French and English as official languages reflected the country's linguistic diversity and
the enduring bicultural nature of the nation, further reinforcing the dual educational
structures. This dual legacy, while unique, has also presented ongoing challenges for
national education reform, often leading to complexities and even resistance to
harmonization efforts. The historical foundations of Cameroonian education, therefore,
are not merely a distant memory but continue to shape its present realities and future
aspirations.
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