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Introduction
Education is the cornerstone of societal development, a powerful catalyst for
individual growth, economic prosperity, and cultural preservation. In the Republic of
Cyprus, an island nation at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa, the educational
system reflects a rich tapestry of historical influences, national aspirations, and
contemporary challenges. This book, "Education In Cyprus: A Comprehensive
Overview from Early Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on an exhaustive
journey through this multifaceted landscape, offering readers an in-depth exploration
of how education is structured, delivered, and continually evolving within the Cypriot
context. From the foundational years of early childhood learning to the specialized
pursuits of higher academia, we aim to provide a definitive resource for understanding
the complexities and nuances of Cypriot education.

The Cypriot educational system is a dynamic entity, shaped by its unique geopolitical
position, its Hellenic heritage, and its more recent integration into the European Union.
This book delves into the historical underpinnings that have molded the current
framework, examining how past policies and societal shifts continue to resonate in
modern educational practices. We explore the intricate structure that governs both
public and private institutions, dissecting the curricula, methodologies, and
pedagogical approaches employed at each stage. Understanding these foundational
elements is crucial for grasping the broader educational narrative of Cyprus, revealing
a system striving to balance tradition with the demands of a rapidly changing
globalized world.

A significant portion of this overview is dedicated to tracing the educational journey
from its earliest beginnings. We commence with a detailed look at early childhood
education, exploring the policies and practices that lay the groundwork for lifelong
learning. This progresses to a thorough examination of primary and secondary
education, encompassing the Gymnasium and Lyceum cycles, as well as the vital
pathways offered by vocational and technical education. Throughout these chapters,
we shed light on critical aspects such as teacher training, special education needs and
inclusive practices, and the increasingly pivotal role of technology in Cypriot
classrooms. Furthermore, the book addresses the unique linguistic landscape of
Cyprus, focusing on the education of Greek, Turkish, and English, and scrutinizes the
mechanisms of assessment, evaluation, and quality assurance that underpin the entire
system.

Beyond compulsory schooling, "Education In Cyprus" extends its gaze to the vibrant
realm of higher education. We provide an extensive analysis of the island's
universities and colleges, both public and private, detailing admission processes,
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student demographics, and the burgeoning landscape of research and innovation. The
internationalization of higher education is a key theme, reflecting Cyprus's growing
appeal as a regional educational hub. The book also scrutinizes the crucial aspects of
funding and governance that orchestrate the educational system, offering insights into
the economic and administrative forces at play.

Ultimately, this book is more than just a descriptive account; it is an analytical
exploration designed to provide valuable insights for a diverse readership. Policy
makers will find comprehensive data and discussions on current challenges and
ongoing reforms, including the significant impact of European Union policies.
Educators and researchers will benefit from the detailed examination of pedagogical
approaches, curriculum development, and future directions in educational outcomes.
Parents, students, and indeed anyone with an interest in the educational landscape of
Cyprus will gain a deeper appreciation for its strengths, complexities, and aspirations.
By offering comparative perspectives and highlighting initiatives in adult education
and lifelong learning, "Education In Cyprus" promises to be an indispensable guide,
illuminating the past, present, and future trajectory of education on this fascinating
island.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Cypriot
Education
The educational landscape of Cyprus is a richly woven tapestry, its threads stretching
back through millennia, each strand imbued with the colors of successive empires and
diverse cultural influences. Understanding the current system necessitates a journey
into these historical foundations, recognizing that the echoes of ancient Greek
academies, Byzantine monastic schools, Ottoman religious instruction, and British
colonial policies continue to resonate in contemporary Cypriot classrooms. This
journey reveals not a singular, unbroken educational tradition, but rather a dynamic
evolution shaped by geopolitical realities and the enduring spirit of the Cypriot people.

Long before formal schooling, education in ancient Cyprus, much like in other Hellenic
lands, revolved around the transmission of cultural values, practical skills, and civic
duties within the family and community. The island's deep Hellenic roots ensured that
the ideals of Greek civilization—emphasizing philosophy, rhetoric, and physical
training—formed the bedrock of intellectual development. While archaeological
evidence of structured schools from the earliest periods is scarce, the prevalence of
sophisticated art, architecture, and literature suggests a robust informal education
system that fostered creativity and critical thinking. The influence of ancient Greece is
still evident today, with primary education curricula including the study of ancient
Greece and Cyprus, Greek mythology, and the broader ancient Greek classical world.

With the advent of the Byzantine Empire, Christianity became a dominant force, and
education began to acquire a more formalized religious character. Monasteries and
churches emerged as primary centers of learning, offering instruction in literacy,
theology, and Byzantine art and music. These institutions played a crucial role in
preserving Greek language and Orthodox Christian faith during periods of foreign rule,
thereby serving as vital cultural bastions. The Byzantine period, often viewed as a
"glorious Greek empire," is still a significant part of the history curriculum in Cypriot
schools, with students learning about its effects on modern Cyprus and its
monuments. The University of Cyprus even offers postgraduate programs in Byzantine
Studies, reflecting the enduring academic interest in this era.

The Frankish rule, commencing in 1191 with Guy de Lusignan, introduced a distinctly
Western European feudal system to the island. While Latin became the official
language of the ruling class and the Roman Catholic Church gained prominence, Greek
continued to be spoken by the majority Orthodox population. Educational provisions
during this period were primarily for the elite, often tied to aristocratic households or
new Latin monastic orders. However, historical accounts from the reign of Hugo IV
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(1323-1359) mention schools in major towns where languages like Latin, Greek,
French, Italian, Arabic, and Turkish were taught, and a lyceum or institute existed in
Nicosia, indicating a more diverse linguistic and academic environment than might be
initially assumed. The Frankish period, lasting three centuries, played a significant role
in connecting Cyprus to European civilization, even as it maintained its Hellenistic and
Byzantine origins.

The subsequent Venetian period, from 1489 to 1571, saw Cyprus integrated into
Venice's vast maritime empire. The Venetians focused on fortifying the island against
the growing Ottoman threat and extracting its wealth, leading to increased taxation
and unrest among the local population. Education during this time likely remained
limited for the general populace, with the Catholic Church still dominating official
religious life, though the Orthodox Church persisted despite suppression. Venice’s
rule, while economically driven, also left its architectural mark, particularly in the
fortifications of Nicosia and Famagusta, which still stand today.

The Ottoman conquest of Cyprus in 1571 ushered in a profound shift in the island’s
educational landscape. For the next three centuries, education for the Muslim
community was largely rooted in religious instruction. Elementary schools, known as
Sıbyan mektepleri, were typically established near mosques, with the Quran forming
the core of the curriculum. Teachers were often imams or muezzins from nearby
mosques, or individuals with basic literacy skills. These schools taught reading,
writing, basic arithmetic, and the main aspects of Islam, with students typically
attending from ages 5 or 6 to 13-15. Higher education was provided in medreses,
which offered subjects like grammar, Arabic, Islamic law, religion, philosophy of law,
rhetoric, calculation, geometry, astronomy, history, and geography.

For Greek Cypriots under Ottoman rule, the Orthodox Church became the primary
custodian of their educational and cultural heritage. Despite periods of neglect and
oppression, the Church ensured the continuity of Greek language and Orthodox
traditions, often through informal schooling or clandestine efforts. The millet system,
introduced by the Ottomans, re-established the authority of the Church of Cyprus and
made its head the Greek Cypriot leader, or ethnarch, responsible for administering his
flock and collecting taxes. This solidified the Church's role in preserving Greek identity
and education. The 19th century, however, saw a rise in the number of schools for
both communities and an increased interest in education. After 1830, with the
establishment of teacher training institutes in Greece, educated teachers began
returning to Cyprus, marking a significant development in Greek Cypriot education.

The arrival of the British in 1878 marked another pivotal moment in Cypriot
educational history. Initially, the British administration adopted a liberal educational
policy, allowing Greek Cypriot schools to use curricula and textbooks from Greece, and
Turkish Cypriot schools to use those from Turkey. This policy, however, also
inadvertently fostered distinct nationalistic aspirations within both communities. The
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British, aiming to cultivate a more "British" society, later attempted to centralize the
educational system and control curricula, particularly after the Greek Cypriot uprising
in October 1931. Measures included limiting the teaching hours of Greek history,
introducing English as a second language, and establishing state schools.

Despite these efforts, Greek Cypriot resistance to British integrationist policies
strengthened Hellenic nationalism. Teachers often ignored imposed curricula and
textbooks, adhering to a "teaching-as-usual" approach that emphasized Greek history
and identity. The first teacher training institution in Cyprus, the Pancyprian Teacher
Training School, was established in 1893 during British rule, initially as a branch of the
Pancyprian Gymnasium. A female teacher training institution followed in Nicosia in
1903. The 1930s saw the abolition of many teacher training institutions by the British
after political disturbances, with the governor taking control of elementary education.
However, the Morphou Teacher Training College was established in 1937, offering two-
year programs in English for both Greek and Turkish Cypriots.

The period leading up to and immediately following Cyprus's independence in 1960
was characterized by significant educational developments and political tensions. The
constitution of 1960 assigned responsibility for education to the Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriot communal assemblies, effectively creating two separate educational
systems. The Greek Cypriot education system, heavily influenced by Greece,
developed its structure of pre-primary, primary, secondary, and eventually higher
education. After the withdrawal of Turkish Cypriots from state institutions in 1963, the
Ministry of Education was established in 1965, further solidifying the Greek Cypriot
administration of education in the government-controlled areas. The Turkish Cypriot
community, in turn, continued to align its educational policies with Turkey.

The Turkish invasion of 1974 resulted in a deeply divided island and, consequently, a
divided educational system that persists to this day. The Greek Cypriot community
and the Turkish Cypriot community maintain separate educational administrations,
with the Department of Education in the Republic of Cyprus overseeing education in
the government-controlled areas. This division has profoundly impacted the
development of educational policies and curricula in both parts of the island, with each
community striving to preserve its distinct cultural and national identity through its
educational institutions. The historical foundations of Cypriot education, therefore, are
not merely a chronicle of past events but a living narrative that continues to shape the
present and future of learning on the island.
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