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Introduction
Education is the bedrock of individual and national development, a powerful catalyst
for social mobility, economic growth, and cultural preservation. In the Union of the
Comoros, an archipelago nation nestled in the Indian Ocean, the educational
landscape is as unique and multifaceted as its vibrant culture and rich history. 
Education In Comoros: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to Higher
Education embarks on a detailed exploration of this vital sector, offering an
unprecedented look into the evolution, current state, and future trajectory of learning
across its islands. This book aims to illuminate the strides made, the persistent
challenges, and the innovative solutions being forged within the Comorian educational
system.

For too long, comprehensive resources dedicated to understanding education in
Comoros have been scarce, leaving a void for policymakers, educators, researchers,
and international partners alike. This book seeks to fill that gap, providing a
foundational text that not only describes the existing structures but also delves into
the nuanced interplay of historical legacies, cultural influences, socio-economic
factors, and global trends that shape educational experiences from the earliest years
through advanced academic pursuits. We believe that a thorough understanding of
these dynamics is crucial for fostering effective strategies and interventions that
genuinely respond to the unique needs and aspirations of the Comorian people.

Our journey begins with the historical foundations, tracing the influences that have
shaped Comorian education over centuries, from traditional Koranic schools to colonial
legacies and post-independence reforms. We then systematically unpack the current
structure and governance of the system, examining the pivotal stages of early
childhood, primary, and secondary education, highlighting both their achievements
and the obstacles they face in ensuring equitable access and quality for all learners.
The book further investigates specialized areas such as technical and vocational
training, the burgeoning higher education sector, and the critical role of curriculum
development, teacher training, and language of instruction.

Beyond structural analysis, Education In Comoros delves into the intricate web of
factors that impact educational outcomes. We explore the complexities of funding and
resource allocation, the significant contributions of international aid, and the ongoing
efforts to achieve gender parity and provide education for children with special needs.
Furthermore, the disparities between rural and urban educational provisions, the
profound influence of culture and religion, and the mechanisms of assessment and
evaluation are thoroughly examined. The book also confronts pressing contemporary
issues such as the impact of the brain drain phenomenon, the imperative of bridging
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the gap between education and employment, and the transformative potential of
technology in the classroom.

Ultimately, this book is more than just a descriptive account; it is an invitation to
engage with the critical challenges and promising reforms that define Comorian
education today. It looks forward, envisioning the future of early childhood education,
identifying trends and innovations in higher education, and proposing pathways
towards a sustainable and equitable educational system that can empower
generations to come. By offering a comprehensive and insightful overview, Education
In Comoros aspires to be an indispensable resource for anyone committed to
supporting the advancement of education in this unique and inspiring island nation.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Comorian
Education
The educational landscape of the Comoros, much like its volcanic islands, has been
shaped by a confluence of powerful forces over centuries. To truly grasp the present
and envision the future of learning in this archipelago, one must first delve into the
rich tapestry of its past. This journey reveals layers of influence, from ancient maritime
trade routes that brought new ideas and faiths, to the more recent imprints of colonial
powers, and finally, the fervent drive for self-determination that followed
independence. Each era has left an indelible mark, contributing to a unique
educational heritage that continues to evolve.

Long before the arrival of European powers, the Comoros islands were vibrant hubs of
trade and cultural exchange, strategically positioned along critical maritime routes
connecting Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. This early period saw the profound
influence of Islamic scholarship, which laid the initial foundations of formal education.
Islamic schools, often associated with mosques, became centers of learning, primarily
focusing on religious instruction. Children, predominantly boys, would gather to
memorize the Quran, learn Arabic, and study Islamic jurisprudence. This form of
education, while deeply spiritual, also imparted literacy and critical thinking skills
within its specific framework.

These early Koranic schools, known as madrasas, were not merely places for religious
rote learning. They fostered a sense of community and served as vital institutions for
transmitting cultural values and ethical principles across generations. The curriculum,
though unwritten in a modern sense, was rigorously followed, emphasizing discipline
and respect for knowledge. Teachers, often respected religious leaders, played
multifaceted roles as instructors, mentors, and community arbiters. The reach of these
schools extended beyond the purely theological, instilling a moral compass and a
shared understanding of societal norms.

The arrival of various European powers in the Indian Ocean, particularly the French,
introduced a new paradigm that would fundamentally alter the existing educational
structures. French colonial interests in the Comoros, solidified in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, brought with them a different educational philosophy and
system. The French sought to establish schools that would primarily serve their
administrative and economic objectives, often overlooking or actively suppressing
indigenous forms of learning. This marked a significant departure from the
decentralized, community-based Islamic education system.
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Colonial education in the Comoros was characterized by its metropolitan curriculum,
which largely ignored local contexts, histories, and languages. The primary aim was to
assimilate a small Comorian elite into the French administrative apparatus, creating a
cadre of individuals who could assist in governance and commerce. Instruction was
predominantly in French, a language largely unfamiliar to the majority of the
population, thereby creating an immediate barrier to access and comprehension for
many. This linguistic imposition was a deliberate strategy to reinforce cultural
dominance and establish a direct link to the colonial power.

Despite the limitations and inherent biases, the colonial schools did introduce certain
elements that would become cornerstones of the modern Comorian educational
system. These included a more structured curriculum, standardized grading systems,
and the introduction of subjects like mathematics, science, and French literature.
While these were initially taught from a distinctly European perspective, they
gradually laid the groundwork for a broader, more secular educational framework.
However, access to these schools remained limited, often restricted to urban centers
and the children of those favored by the colonial administration.

The period leading up to independence in 1975 was marked by growing calls for self-
determination and, consequently, a re-evaluation of the educational system. Comorian
nationalists recognized that a truly independent nation required an education system
that reflected its own identity, heritage, and aspirations, rather than one imposed by a
foreign power. This era saw the emergence of a more critical discourse around the
relevance and efficacy of colonial education, with increasing demands for curricula
that incorporated local languages, history, and culture.

Upon gaining independence, the nascent Comorian government faced the
monumental task of building a national education system from scratch, or rather, from
the disparate remnants of its pre-colonial and colonial past. The immediate challenge
was to expand access to education beyond the limited reach of the colonial era and to
decolonize the curriculum, making it relevant to the unique context of the Comoros.
This involved a delicate balancing act: retaining aspects of the structured French
system that were deemed beneficial, while simultaneously reintroducing and
valorizing indigenous knowledge systems and languages.

The post-independence period witnessed a strong emphasis on national identity and
unity through education. Efforts were made to integrate Islamic studies with secular
subjects, aiming to create a harmonious blend that respected both the religious and
cultural heritage of the Comorian people and the demands of modern development.
This integration was not always smooth, reflecting ongoing debates within Comorian
society about the ideal balance between tradition and modernity, and the role of
religion in public life. The challenge was to forge a cohesive national curriculum that
could cater to a diverse population across the islands.
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The early years of independence also saw significant efforts to expand educational
infrastructure, with new schools being built and teacher training programs initiated.
However, resource constraints and the logistical challenges of an island nation often
hampered these ambitious plans. The legacy of underdevelopment left by colonialism
meant that the new government had limited financial and human resources to invest
in a truly comprehensive and equitable educational system. Despite these hurdles, the
commitment to education remained a central tenet of national development policies.

In parallel with formal schooling, non-formal education has always played a crucial role
in the Comoros. Beyond the madrasas and later, the government schools, community-
based learning initiatives, apprenticeships, and the intergenerational transfer of
knowledge have sustained vital skills and traditions. This informal learning network,
often overlooked in official statistics, forms a significant part of the historical
educational fabric, ensuring the continuity of crafts, oral histories, and social practices.
Understanding these parallel systems is key to appreciating the full spectrum of
learning in the Comoros.

The influence of language has been a particularly complex and defining aspect of
Comorian educational history. While Comorian (Shikomor) is the mother tongue for the
vast majority, Arabic holds immense religious and cultural significance, and French
remains a language of administration and higher education due to colonial heritage.
The choice of language of instruction has been a persistent point of discussion and
reform, with various attempts to integrate all three languages into the curriculum,
each with its own set of pedagogical and practical challenges. This linguistic mosaic
reflects the diverse historical influences that have shaped the archipelago.

Technological advancements, albeit slowly, have also begun to leave their mark on the
educational landscape. From rudimentary teaching aids in early colonial schools to the
gradual introduction of radio and, more recently, digital tools, technology has offered
both opportunities and challenges. While access remains uneven, the historical
trajectory points towards a growing recognition of technology's potential to bridge
geographical divides and enhance learning experiences, a stark contrast to the purely
oral and textual traditions of earlier centuries.

The evolution of education in Comoros is thus a dynamic narrative of adaptation,
resistance, and integration. It is a story not just of institutions and policies, but of the
people themselves—their resilience in preserving their cultural and religious heritage,
their struggles to overcome imposed systems, and their unwavering aspiration for
knowledge. Each historical period has contributed layers to the current system,
creating a complex interplay of traditions, foreign influences, and modern aspirations
that define education in the archipelago today. This nuanced understanding of the
past is crucial for navigating the future of learning in the Comoros.
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