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Introduction
Education has long been the bedrock of Barbadian society, a powerful engine driving
individual advancement and national development. From the earliest colonial schools
to the sophisticated tertiary institutions of today, the pursuit of knowledge has been
deeply ingrained in the Bajan ethos, shaping its culture, economy, and global
standing. This book, "Education In Barbados: A Comprehensive Overview from Early
Childhood to Higher Education," embarks on a journey to explore the rich tapestry of
this vital sector, offering an in-depth analysis of its historical evolution, current
landscape, and future trajectory.

This comprehensive overview aims to illuminate the multifaceted dimensions of the
Barbadian education system. We delve into the foundational principles that have
guided its development, examining how historical legacies continue to influence
contemporary practices. Readers will gain a nuanced understanding of the system's
structure, from the nurturing environments of early childhood education to the
rigorous academic pursuits at the higher education level. We explore the curricula,
pedagogical approaches, and assessment methods that characterize each stage,
providing a holistic picture of the learning journey in Barbados.

Beyond the institutional framework, this book investigates the critical factors that
shape educational outcomes and experiences. We examine the pivotal role of
standardized testing, the provisions for special needs education, and the
transformative impact of technology on teaching and learning. The dedication of
educators is also highlighted, with a focus on teacher training and professional
development, underscoring their indispensable contribution to the system's success.
Furthermore, we explore the intricate web of funding, policy, and governance that
underpins educational provision, offering insights into the administrative and financial
mechanisms that keep the system running.

"Education In Barbados" is not merely a descriptive account; it also critically examines
the challenges and opportunities facing the sector. We confront the obstacles that
impede progress and explore the innovative reforms and strategies being
implemented to overcome them. The vital roles of parents, community, and
international partnerships in fostering a vibrant educational ecosystem are also given
due attention. Ultimately, this book seeks to demonstrate how education in Barbados
has consistently contributed to national development, producing a highly literate and
skilled populace that has propelled the island forward.

This book is intended for a diverse audience, including educators, policymakers,
researchers, students, and anyone with a keen interest in the Barbadian education
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system. Whether you are seeking a detailed academic resource, a practical guide to
understanding the local educational landscape, or simply wish to appreciate the
profound impact of education on a small island nation, this volume offers invaluable
insights. Through a blend of historical context, current analysis, and forward-looking
perspectives, "Education In Barbados" provides an authoritative and engaging
exploration of a subject central to the nation’s past, present, and future.

By offering a comprehensive and insightful examination of education from early
childhood to higher education, this book promises to be an indispensable resource. It
aims to foster a deeper understanding of the strengths, complexities, and ongoing
evolution of the Barbadian education system, celebrating its achievements while also
critically assessing its potential for even greater impact in the years to come.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Barbadian
Education
The narrative of education in Barbados is as rich and complex as the island's own
history, deeply intertwined with its colonial past, the transatlantic slave trade, and the
eventual journey to independence. From rudimentary instruction aimed at societal
control to the sophisticated, universal access system of today, the evolution of
Barbadian education reflects a persistent national commitment to intellectual growth
and social mobility. Its roots stretch back to the late 17th century, a period when the
very idea of formal learning for a significant portion of the population was considered
revolutionary, if not downright dangerous, by the ruling elite.

Early Colonial Education and the Influence of Philanthropy

The earliest documented efforts to establish schools in Barbados date back to 1686.
These initial institutions were largely charity or "free" schools, a nascent form of public
education in the Caribbean, albeit with significant limitations. While not directly
funded or managed by the colonial government, their establishment often required
governmental permission or approval to organize the endowments and trusts that
sustained them. These schools, primarily overseen by various church denominations,
offered education free of charge and were intended for white citizens who could not
afford to send their children to England for schooling or hire private tutors.

A prominent example of early philanthropic contribution to education is Colonel Henry
Drax's will from 1682, which endowed funds for a "free school or Colledge." This
initiative led to the establishment of the Drax Parish School in 1695, which would later
become the renowned Combermere School. Initially, Combermere School aimed to
provide education for the children of poor white families. Interestingly, it began as a co-
educational institution, a characteristic it would later revisit. In its first 75 years,
Combermere School played a crucial role in providing Barbados with many of its
business leaders and civil servants. It is also believed to be one of the first schools
anywhere to offer secondary education to Black children.

Another significant institution, Harrison College, was founded in 1733 by Thomas
Harrison, a Bridgetown merchant. His intention was to create "A Public and Free
School for the poor and indigent boys of the parish." Much like Combermere, Harrison
College has evolved significantly from its original mandate, becoming a premier co-
educational grammar school that has produced a substantial number of government
scholars and exhibition winners.
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Beyond these, Codrington College, established in 1745, stands as one of the oldest
Anglican theological colleges in the Western Hemisphere. Its origins trace back to the
bequest of Christopher Codrington, who, upon his death in 1710, left his plantations to
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) to establish a
theological college. While its primary mission was to train Anglican clergy, it also
operated as a grammar school. The history of Codrington College, however, carries a
difficult legacy, as the SPG benefited from the labor of enslaved people on its
plantations until 1836. This complex past highlights the intertwined nature of
education and the institution of slavery in colonial Barbados.

The Anglican, Moravian, and Methodist churches played crucial roles in the
establishment of elementary schools, particularly for the enslaved population,
preceding and immediately following emancipation. These efforts were primarily
driven by a humanitarian interest in providing Christian education.

Education During Slavery and the Apprenticeship System

For a long period, formal education for enslaved Africans in Barbados was virtually non-
existent, and any attempts to provide it faced strong opposition from plantation
owners. The prevailing belief among the elite was that literacy could incite rebellions
by allowing enslaved people to access anti-slavery discourse and emancipation efforts
in Britain. Consequently, education during this era was largely segregated by race and
class, with the aim of educating each group for a specific societal purpose: one for
managing, one for being managed, and one for manual labor. Wealthy white
plantation owners often sent their children, especially boys, to England for education,
as comparable "good English grammar school education" was not readily available in
the West Indies.

With the abolition of slavery in the British colonies through the Emancipation Act of
1833, a new chapter in Barbadian education began. The act, which came into effect in
1834, introduced an apprenticeship system, a transitional phase where former
enslaved individuals were obligated to work for their former masters for a specified
number of hours. During this period, and certainly after full emancipation, education
became a significant priority for the newly freed population. There was a widespread
hope that education would help the ex-slaves adapt to and function within a free
society, though it was also seen by some as a mechanism for social control.

The British Parliament provided financial assistance for the education of the soon-to-
be-emancipated enslaved people through the Negro Education Grant. This grant,
initiated in 1833 with an initial sum of £20,000 for the West Indies, continued with a
further £120,000 between 1838 and 1841. Religious groups, including the Anglicans,
Methodists, and Moravians, capitalized on this opportunity, using the grant to establish
and expand elementary schools for the formerly enslaved population. The Moravian
Church, for instance, had been active in providing education for enslaved people,
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establishing primary and secondary schools in the West Indies. The Anglican Church
also significantly contributed to education, with Bishop William Hart Coleridge being
particularly instrumental in increasing the number of schools from eight to eighty-
three during his episcopate, and the number of children receiving education from 500
to 7,000.

The Negro Education Grant, while instrumental in the initial expansion of education,
eventually ceased by 1846 due to a change in government in England and persistent
questions from the Imperial Parliament regarding its funding. This withdrawal of
imperial funding meant that local governments were often reluctant to allocate
significant funds for mass education, as it was perceived by some as being in their
interest to keep the laboring classes uneducated.

Post-Emancipation Developments and the Rise of a More
Structured System

Following the cessation of the Negro Education Grant, the responsibility for funding
and administering education gradually shifted to the local legislature, though a close
association with the Anglican, Moravian, and Methodist churches persisted. The first
Education Act in Barbados was passed in 1850, establishing an Education Committee
and a part-time Inspector. This marked an increasing governmental involvement in the
educational landscape.

The latter half of the 19th century saw the establishment of more secondary schools,
and by the end of the century, Barbados had three "First Grade" schools (Harrison
College, The Lodge School, and Queen's College) and five "Second Grade" schools.
These schools, while initially catering to a more elite segment of society, began to
broaden their reach over time. The Combermere School, for example, which was
initially intended for poor white families, eventually became the first to offer
secondary education to lower-class Black students on the island.

Teacher training also began to gain prominence during this period. The Rawle
Institute, established in 1912 by the Rev. A.H. Anstey, was a key institution for training
teachers in the Eastern Caribbean until the opening of Erdiston College in 1948.
Notably, Codrington College had also initiated teacher training programs earlier, with
Richard Rawle organizing lectures for teachers during college vacations as early as
1847. The Mico Charity also played a significant role in establishing teacher training
institutions in the British Caribbean, with The Mico University College in Jamaica being
the oldest teacher training institution in the Western Hemisphere, founded in 1835.

The early 20th century further solidified the importance of education in Barbadian
society. Education was not taken for granted, and educated and skilled Barbadians
began to leverage these opportunities, migrating throughout the Caribbean basin, the
United States, and the United Kingdom. This period saw an emphasis on education as
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a means to acquire cultural and social capital, providing the foundation for Black
Barbadians to challenge existing racialized structures.

Towards Universal Access and Independence

Significant changes continued into the mid-20th century, particularly as Barbados
moved closer to independence. In 1962, school fees at public secondary schools were
abolished, making secondary education more accessible. Government aid was also
extended to independent schools by 1965, further broadening the reach of educational
support. The "School Meals Program" was piloted in 1963, demonstrating a growing
commitment to the holistic well-being of students.

The opening of the Barbados Community College in 1969 marked a crucial expansion
of diversified post-secondary opportunities, a topic that will be explored in greater
detail in a later chapter. These developments, along with increasing economic stability
and a strong belief in the virtues of education, led Barbados to achieve near-universal
education and become one of the most literate societies in the world. The historical
journey of Barbadian education, from its colonial beginnings rooted in philanthropic
endeavors and the complexities of slavery to its post-emancipation expansion and
eventual drive towards universal access, laid the groundwork for the robust system
that exists today. This foundation, shaped by both external influences and internal
aspirations, continues to inform the educational landscape of the independent nation.
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