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Introduction
Education is the bedrock of societal progress, a powerful engine driving individual
empowerment and national development. In the archipelago nation of Cape Verde, a
country characterized by its unique geography, rich cultural heritage, and a history
deeply intertwined with migration, the role of education is particularly profound. This
book, "Education In Cape Verde: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to
Higher Education," embarks on an extensive exploration of the Cape Verdean
educational landscape, dissecting its intricate layers from the foundational learning
experiences of early childhood to the advanced pursuits of higher education. Our aim
is to provide a holistic and nuanced understanding of how education has shaped, and
continues to shape, this vibrant West African nation.

Cape Verde's journey in establishing and evolving its educational system is a
testament to its resilience and commitment to human capital development. Despite
the inherent challenges of a small island developing state, including limited resources
and a dispersed population, the nation has made significant strides in expanding
access to education and improving its quality. This book will delve into the historical
underpinnings that have molded the current system, examining the influences that
have shaped its structure, curriculum, and pedagogical approaches. We will explore
the various educational stages, from the critical formative years in creches and
preschools to the pivotal primary and secondary levels, and onward to the specialized
pathways offered by technical and vocational training and higher education
institutions.

Beyond the structural elements, this comprehensive overview addresses the
multifaceted issues that directly impact the efficacy and equity of education in Cape
Verde. We will investigate the persistent challenges of access and equity, particularly
for students in rural and remote areas and those with special needs, alongside the
ongoing efforts towards inclusive practices. The vital role of teacher training and
professional development, curriculum reform, and the complexities surrounding the
language of instruction will also be thoroughly examined. Furthermore, the book will
shed light on the pervasive influence of technology in modern Cape Verdean
classrooms and the crucial aspects of funding and financing that underpin the entire
system.

A distinctive feature of Cape Verdean education is its inextricable link to the nation's
unique socio-economic context, particularly the significant impact of migration. This
book will explore how the diaspora influences educational aspirations, contributes to
"brain drain," and fosters international cooperation and partnerships. We will analyze
the critical nexus between education and employment, highlighting how the system
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prepares its graduates for the workforce and the initiatives in adult education and
lifelong learning that cater to a continuously evolving society. By examining both
formal and non-formal avenues of learning, we aim to present a complete picture of
the diverse educational ecosystem.

"Education In Cape Verde" is intended for a broad audience, including policymakers,
educators, researchers, students, and anyone with an interest in the educational
development of small island nations or the broader African context. It offers not only a
descriptive account but also an analytical perspective on the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead for Cape Verdean education. By providing a detailed
examination of current educational policies, governance, assessment practices, and
future strategic directions, this book seeks to contribute meaningfully to ongoing
dialogues and initiatives aimed at fostering a more robust, equitable, and effective
educational system in Cape Verde.

Ultimately, this book serves as a foundational text for understanding the past, present,
and future trajectory of education in Cape Verde. It is an invitation to explore the
dedication, innovation, and unwavering spirit that have characterized the nation's
commitment to nurturing its most valuable resource: its people. Through this
comprehensive overview, readers will gain invaluable insights into the intricacies of an
educational system striving to meet the demands of a globalized world while
preserving its unique cultural identity.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Cape
Verdean Education
The story of education in Cape Verde is a fascinating narrative, deeply interwoven with
the archipelago's colonial past, its struggle for independence, and its subsequent
journey as a sovereign nation. For centuries, the islands were a Portuguese
possession, and this enduring connection profoundly shaped the development of its
educational institutions. The initial sparks of formal learning in Cape Verde can be
traced back to the early days of Portuguese settlement and evangelization.

During the 19th century, education was largely a localized affair, driven by private
initiatives rather than a centralized state system. These early efforts, though
fragmented, laid some of the groundwork for future educational expansion. The first
government-funded primary school opened its doors on the island of Brava in 1847, a
significant step towards more structured public education. This was followed by the
establishment of the first secondary school in Praia in 1860, though it had a rather
brief existence, closing after just one year.

A pivotal moment arrived in 1866 with the founding of the Seminário-Liceu in São
Nicolau, a clergy-run Christian seminary. While its primary purpose was to train
priests, it also offered a broader curriculum encompassing mathematics, science,
classical languages, and European literature, and not all students were destined for
the clergy. This institution proved to be an intellectual hub, attracting students from
across the archipelago and even other Portuguese colonies in Africa, making it a
significant center of learning for decades. Indeed, it was seen as the equivalent of the
first secondary school in Cape Verde and would become a nursery for writers and
scientists.

The colonial educational system, however, was not without its limitations and biases.
The Portuguese colonial government initially focused on evangelization, using
education as a tool to transmit Roman Catholic and European values. Teachers, often
missionaries, aimed to cultivate obedience and adherence to Portuguese social and
Christian norms among the African slave population. While children of settlers were
intended to receive an education comparable to that in Portugal, access for most Cape
Verdeans, particularly women, remained restricted throughout much of the colonial
period. Gender roles prevalent at the time meant women were largely socialized for
domestic duties, making it considerably harder for them to access schooling.

Despite these constraints, Cape Verde held a somewhat unique position among
Portuguese colonies. A small minority of Cape Verdeans did receive an education, and
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the colony was notable for having a school of higher education before other
Portuguese African colonies. This relative, albeit limited, educational advantage meant
that by the time of independence, a quarter of the Cape Verdean population could
read, a stark contrast to the mere 5% literacy rate in Portuguese Guinea (now Guinea-
Bissau). This somewhat greater access to education ultimately played an ironic role,
as literate Cape Verdeans became increasingly aware of the growing independence
movements across mainland Africa.

The early 20th century saw further developments and shifts in the educational
landscape. In 1917, the Seminário-Liceu was replaced by the Liceu Nacional de Cabo
Verde D. Infante Henrique, initially located in Mindelo on the island of São Vicente.
This institution, after a brief closure and reopening, became known as Liceu Gil Eanes.
A section of Liceu Gil Eanes opened in Praia in 1955, eventually evolving into an
independent secondary school, the current Liceu Domingos Ramos, in 1960. These
developments indicated a gradual expansion of secondary education, moving beyond
the singular focus of the seminary.

However, the overall commitment of the Portuguese government to providing
widespread official education for children in Cape Verde during the colonial period was
demonstrably lacking. Statistical reports and academic research consistently show
that the majority of the population was not engaged in schooling. This underscores the
prevailing colonial policy that prioritized the interests of the colonizers and a small
educated elite. The educational system was designed to create middle-level ranks
within the colonial labor structure, with Cape Verdeans specifically trained to be useful
to the administration.

The period leading up to independence in 1975 was characterized by a growing
national consciousness and an increased demand for educational opportunities. The
African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC) was founded in
1956, advocating for independence and highlighting the educational disparities. While
the nationalist movement in Cape Verde might have appeared less fervent than in
other Portuguese African colonies, the role of educated Cape Verdeans in fostering an
awareness of the need for self-determination cannot be overstated.

With the dawn of independence in 1975, Cape Verde embarked on a new chapter in its
educational history. The legacy of colonialism left the new nation with significant
challenges, including limited infrastructure and resources for universal education.
However, the newly formed Cape Verdean government recognized education as a
strategic resource and a priority for national development. The goal was clear:
establish an educational system that would serve the needs of all Cape Verdeans and
be essential for consolidating the archipelago's economic, political, and ideological
autonomy.

The immediate post-independence era, particularly the 1980s and 1990s, saw the
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Cape Verdean government undertake regular reforms to improve the functioning and
quality of the education system. Unlike many other newly independent African nations
that focused on building universities, Cape Verde strategically prioritized primary
education and teacher training. This foundational approach aimed to strengthen the
base of the educational pyramid before expanding upwards. The expansion of access
to education, especially at the primary and secondary levels, became a significant
development during this period.

A notable reform in the 1990s extended primary education from four years to six,
which positively impacted enrollment rates. Following this, efforts were made to
increase enrollment in secondary schools with the aim of making secondary education
universal. These reforms, though challenging to implement across the dispersed
archipelago, gradually led to a more inclusive and accessible educational system. By
the turn of the 21st century, Cape Verde had achieved universal primary education
and generalized access to secondary education.

Higher education, which was virtually non-existent during the colonial period, also
began to take shape in the post-independence years. The creation of the Curso de
Formação de Professores do Ensino Secundário (CFPES, "Secondary Education Teacher
Training Course") in 1979 marked the beginning of post-secondary educational
training for educators. This institution later evolved into the Instituto Superior de
Educação (ISE, "High Education Institute") in 1995. The first private university, the
Jean Piaget University of Cape Verde, was established in 2001, followed by the public
University of Cape Verde in 2006, formed by the merger of several existing institutes.
These developments reflected the growing demand for higher education as the
population became more educated.

In essence, the historical foundations of Cape Verdean education are a narrative of
gradual progress, resilience, and a deep-seated national commitment to human
capital development. From the limited, often Eurocentric, colonial provisions to the
strategic, inclusive reforms of the post-independence era, each period has left an
indelible mark. The challenges inherent in educating a dispersed island population
with limited resources have been consistently met with determination, leading to a
system that, while still facing hurdles, stands as a testament to the nation's belief in
the transformative power of learning.
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