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Introduction
Education, at its core, is the bedrock of any thriving society, shaping individuals,
preserving culture, and propelling national development. For Armenia, a nation with a
rich and often tumultuous history, the pursuit of knowledge has always held a
profound significance, serving as a beacon of resilience and a cornerstone of identity.
From the ancient monastic schools that safeguarded Armenian literacy and theological
thought to the modern institutions striving for global competitiveness, education has
been inextricably linked to the Armenian narrative, evolving through empires,
revolutions, and periods of both profound challenge and remarkable resurgence. This
book, "Education In Armenia: A Comprehensive Overview from Early Childhood to
Higher Education," embarks on a journey to explore this vital landscape, offering an in-
depth and multifaceted examination of the Armenian educational system as it stands
today and as it has been shaped by centuries of heritage.

This comprehensive overview aims to dissect the intricate layers of Armenian
education, providing readers with a holistic understanding of its structure, governance,
and pedagogical practices across all levels. We begin at the foundational stages,
delving into the world of early childhood education—nurseries and
kindergartens—where the earliest seeds of learning are sown. From there, we progress
through the primary and secondary education systems, exploring curriculum
development, specialized tracks, and the vital role of vocational education and training
in equipping the nation's youth with essential skills. The journey culminates in a
detailed exploration of Armenia's higher education landscape, encompassing
universities and institutes, admission processes, and the critical mechanisms of quality
assurance and accreditation that uphold academic standards.

Beyond the structural elements, this book also delves into the human and societal
dimensions that define Armenian education. We examine the crucial role of teacher
education and professional development, recognizing that the quality of instruction is
paramount to student success. The complexities of language of instruction and
multilingualism are explored, reflecting Armenia's unique linguistic heritage and its
engagement with the globalized world. Furthermore, we shed light on special
education and inclusive practices, striving to understand how the system addresses
the diverse needs of all learners. The impact of educational technology, funding
mechanisms, and international cooperation are also brought into focus, illustrating the
dynamic forces shaping contemporary Armenian pedagogy.

A truly comprehensive understanding of education in Armenia would be incomplete
without acknowledging the broader influences that continuously mold its trajectory.
This book dedicates significant attention to the pivotal role of the Armenian diaspora,
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whose contributions in various forms have long supported and enriched educational
initiatives within the homeland. We analyze ongoing curriculum development and
reform efforts, assessment methodologies, and the ever-present challenges and
opportunities that characterize a developing educational system. Moreover, the
profound impact of socio-economic factors on educational access and outcomes is
meticulously examined, alongside the forward-looking educational policies and future
directions guiding the nation's aspirations.

Ultimately, "Education In Armenia" seeks to serve as an invaluable resource for a
diverse audience, including policymakers, educators, researchers, students, and
anyone with a vested interest in the development of Armenia. By offering a detailed
analysis of both formal and non-formal learning, the role of arts, humanities, STEM,
and placing Armenian education within a global context, this book provides not just an
informational guide but a critical reflection on a system poised for continued growth
and evolution. It is an invitation to understand the enduring spirit of learning in
Armenia, a testament to its past, a snapshot of its present, and a thoughtful
contemplation of its future.
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CHAPTER ONE: Historical Foundations of Armenian
Education
The story of Armenian education is as old as the Armenian nation itself, a testament to
a people who understood, perhaps instinctively, that knowledge was not merely power
but survival. For centuries, amidst political upheavals and foreign dominations, the
flame of learning was carefully tended, often within the hallowed walls of monasteries,
serving as both intellectual centers and bastions of national identity. This deep-seated
reverence for education is a thread that weaves through Armenian history, shaping its
institutions and influencing its societal values.

The earliest glimmerings of a formalized educational system in Armenia can be traced
back to the invention of the Armenian alphabet in 405 AD by Mesrop Mashtots. Before
this monumental achievement, Greek and Syriac were the dominant literary
languages, limiting widespread access to religious texts and scholarly works.
Mashtots, a brilliant linguist and theologian, recognized the critical need for a distinct
Armenian script to translate the Bible and other Christian texts, thereby solidifying the
nascent Armenian Church and fostering a unique cultural identity. This act was
revolutionary, immediately giving rise to schools where the newly devised alphabet
was taught alongside religious instruction. These early schools, often attached to
churches and monasteries, became the primary centers of learning, educating clergy
and a select few from the nobility.

Monastic schools, in particular, played an indispensable role in preserving and
transmitting knowledge through the centuries. Sanahin, Haghpat, Tatev, and Gladzor
were not just architectural marvels but vibrant intellectual hubs that flourished during
the medieval period. At these institutions, students delved into a broad curriculum
encompassing theology, philosophy, rhetoric, grammar, arithmetic, geometry,
astronomy, and music. Imagine the scene: monks meticulously copying manuscripts,
scholars debating theological intricacies, and young pupils painstakingly learning the
elegant curves of the Armenian script. These monasteries were, in essence, the
universities of their time, nurturing generations of intellectuals, scribes, and artists
who contributed significantly to Armenian literature, history, and art. The University of
Gladzor, active in the 13th and 14th centuries, stands out as a remarkable example,
boasting renowned scholars and offering advanced studies in various disciplines.

The advent of the printing press in the 16th century marked another pivotal moment
in the history of Armenian education, even if its initial impact was felt more keenly in
the diaspora. The first Armenian book was printed in Venice in 1512, an event that
gradually democratized access to written materials. While printing presses were
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eventually established within Armenia, particularly in Etchmiadzin, the diaspora
communities in Venice, Amsterdam, and Constantinople often led the way in
producing and disseminating Armenian texts. These printed books, ranging from
religious works and historical accounts to grammar books and primers, facilitated
learning beyond the confines of monastic schools and played a crucial role in
maintaining linguistic and cultural ties among Armenians scattered across the globe.

However, the educational landscape within historical Armenia was significantly shaped
by the political realities of successive foreign dominations. Under Persian, Ottoman,
and later Russian rule, the development of a unified and centrally administered
educational system faced considerable challenges. Each empire brought its own
educational policies and priorities, often seeking to assimilate Armenian populations
or, at best, tolerating existing Armenian schools under varying degrees of control.
Despite these external pressures, Armenian communities consistently strived to
establish and maintain their own schools, often at great personal and communal
sacrifice. These schools, whether secretly operating or officially sanctioned, became
vital centers for fostering Armenian language, history, and culture, serving as
bulwarks against assimilation.

The 19th century witnessed a significant intellectual awakening known as the
Armenian Revival, which profoundly impacted education. Inspired by the European
Enlightenment and a growing sense of national identity, Armenian intellectuals,
philanthropists, and clergy initiated widespread efforts to modernize and expand the
educational system. New schools, often secular in nature, began to emerge alongside
the traditional ecclesiastical institutions. The curriculum broadened to include modern
sciences, foreign languages, and contemporary pedagogical methods. Notable figures
like Khachatur Abovian, often considered the founder of modern Armenian literature,
championed educational reform and advocated for vernacular language instruction,
making education more accessible to the common people.

The establishment of the Lazarian Institute of Oriental Languages in Moscow in 1815
and the Nersisian School in Tiflis (Tbilisi) in 1824 were landmark achievements during
this period. These institutions, founded through the generosity of wealthy Armenian
patrons, became prominent centers for higher learning and played a crucial role in
training Armenian educators, intellectuals, and leaders. They fostered a new
generation of Armenian intelligentsia who, in turn, established more schools and
promoted educational advancements within their communities. These schools often
served as models for other Armenian educational initiatives, influencing curriculum
design and teaching practices.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw further proliferation of Armenian schools,
particularly in areas with large Armenian populations under Ottoman and Russian rule.
While the quality and autonomy of these schools varied significantly depending on the
political climate, the unwavering commitment of the Armenian people to education
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remained constant. Community organizations, religious bodies, and individual
benefactors continued to support the establishment and operation of schools,
recognizing their importance for national preservation and progress. Textbooks were
developed, teachers were trained, and debates on pedagogical approaches became
more sophisticated.

With the brief period of the First Republic of Armenia (1918-1920), there was an
earnest attempt to establish a unified national education system. Despite the
immense challenges posed by war, displacement, and economic hardship, the
government prioritized education, aiming to create a system that would serve the
needs of an independent Armenian state. Efforts were made to standardize
curriculum, improve teacher training, and expand access to schooling across the
nascent republic. This short-lived but crucial period laid some foundational ideas for a
state-led approach to education, though many of its ambitions would only be realized
later.

The Soviet era, beginning in 1920, brought about a radical transformation of the
Armenian educational landscape. The new Soviet government implemented a highly
centralized and standardized system, integrating Armenian education into the broader
Soviet model. While traditional religious instruction was largely suppressed, literacy
rates soared, and access to education became universal. The emphasis shifted to
polytechnic education, scientific disciplines, and the promotion of communist ideology.
Schools became key instruments for social engineering, aiming to create a "new
Soviet person."

Under Soviet rule, a vast network of schools, from kindergartens to universities, was
established throughout Armenia. Education was free at all levels, and compulsory
schooling was rigorously enforced. The curriculum, though largely dictated from
Moscow, allowed for instruction in the Armenian language and the study of Armenian
history and literature, albeit within the confines of Soviet ideological frameworks.
Technical and vocational education received significant attention, contributing to
Armenia's industrial development. Yerevan State University, established in 1919,
expanded significantly during this period, becoming a major academic and research
institution.

While the Soviet system brought undeniable advancements in literacy and scientific
education, it also imposed limitations on academic freedom and independent thought.
The curriculum was often rigid, and the emphasis on rote learning sometimes
overshadowed critical thinking. Nevertheless, the Soviet period undeniably laid the
groundwork for a robust and widely accessible educational infrastructure, producing a
highly educated populace and a strong scientific and cultural intelligentsia that would
prove vital for the independent Republic of Armenia.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the re-establishment of an independent
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Armenian state ushered in another era of profound change for the education system.
The transition from a centrally planned economy to a market economy, coupled with
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and its aftermath, presented formidable challenges.
The immediate post-independence years were characterized by economic hardship,
energy crises, and a significant exodus of skilled professionals, all of which impacted
the educational sector.

Despite these difficulties, independent Armenia embarked on the arduous task of
reforming its education system, aiming to align it with international standards and
national aspirations. This involved decentralization efforts, curriculum revisions to
remove Soviet ideological elements, the reintroduction of religious studies, and the
development of new textbooks. The focus shifted towards fostering critical thinking,
creativity, and democratic values. The establishment of private educational
institutions also marked a departure from the purely state-controlled Soviet model,
offering greater diversity in educational choices.

In the decades since independence, Armenian education has continued to evolve,
grappling with the complexities of modernization, globalization, and regional
challenges. The historical emphasis on learning, however, remains a powerful guiding
force. From the ancient scribes who painstakingly preserved Armenian culture to the
contemporary educators striving to equip students for the 21st century, the
commitment to education has been an enduring legacy, a constant in the Armenian
narrative. This historical journey underscores not just the resilience of a nation but
also its profound understanding that a thriving society is ultimately built upon the
foundations of knowledge and enlightened minds.
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