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Introduction
Waqf—endowment in the Islamic tradition—has long stood at the intersection of faith,
community, and public purpose. For centuries, awqaf financed education, healthcare,
water systems, roads, and spaces for social life. Their distinctive legal architecture
protected capital in perpetuity while directing its fruits toward community benefit. This
book revisits those roots and examines how the same ethical impulse can be
reinterpreted for today’s development challenges, from inclusive education and
primary care to affordable housing and resilient cities.

The past matters because institutions carry memory. Classical jurists refined the rules
that shaped what assets could be endowed, how trustees were appointed, and how
revenues were distributed. Communities devised governance solutions—sometimes
elegant, sometimes imperfect—to guard against capture and neglect. Understanding
these classical design choices reveals why some awqaf thrived for generations while
others faltered, and it offers enduring lessons about stewardship, participation, and
accountability.

Yet waqf has never been static. Reformist currents, state centralization, and
codification across the nineteenth and twentieth centuries transformed the sector. In
many contexts, administrative consolidation improved oversight; in others, it curbed
local initiative or diverted assets from their social purpose. Postcolonial trajectories
layered new legislation, bureaucracies, and hybrid organizational forms. By tracing
these shifts, we see not only the constraints that practitioners face today but also the
windows of possibility that open when law, finance, and civic energy align.

In the present, Islamic social finance provides a broader canvas on which waqf can
operate alongside zakat and voluntary charity. Cash waqf and waqf shares, mission-
aligned investment policies, and partnerships with development finance and impact
investors are expanding the toolkit. Digital platforms enable small donors to
participate, while governance frameworks—Shariah boards, independent audits, and
transparent reporting—help sustain trust. The challenge is to connect enduring
principles with contemporary mechanisms without diluting purpose or compromising
ethics.

This book is written for practitioners, funders, and policy planners seeking models that
convert generosity into durable public value. We present actionable templates for
designing endowments, structuring blended capital, and developing waqf land for
education, healthcare, and urban infrastructure. We also propose metrics that align
Maqasid al-Shariah with widely used development indicators, allowing organizations to
track outcomes as well as outputs and to communicate results across diverse
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stakeholders.

Finally, we look ahead. Climate adaptation, demographic shifts, and rapid urbanization
demand institutions that are both anchored and agile. Waqf, when thoughtfully
governed and prudently invested, can underwrite long-term solutions: green public
spaces, equitable transit, resilient water systems, and research that diffuses widely
shared benefits. The chapters that follow combine historical insight with contemporary
practice to help readers design endowments that honor their origins while meeting the
urgent needs of our time.
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CHAPTER ONE: Origins and Principles of Waqf:
Foundations of Perpetual Charity
The concept of waqf, often translated as an Islamic endowment or charitable trust, has
roots stretching back to the earliest days of Islam. More than a simple act of giving,
waqf embodies a profound principle of perpetual charity, ensuring that an asset's
benefits continue to serve the community long after the initial donation. The very word
"waqf" comes from the Arabic verb meaning "to stop" or "to hold," which aptly
describes its core legal characteristic: an asset is held inalienably, its ownership
transferred, in most interpretations, to God, and its usufruct dedicated to specific
charitable purposes. This unique legal framework distinguishes it from other forms of
charity and has allowed it to become a cornerstone of social and economic
development throughout Islamic history.

While the Quran emphasizes charity and good deeds, the specific institution of waqf,
as a formalized legal instrument, developed primarily from the traditions and practices
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his companions. One of the most
frequently cited instances is the Prophet Muhammad's advice to Umar ibn al-Khattab
regarding a piece of land in Khaybar. The Prophet suggested that if Umar wished, he
could make the property inalienable and dedicate its profits to charity. This
foundational exchange highlights the key elements of waqf: the inalienability of the
principal asset and the dedication of its yield for charitable purposes. Umar
subsequently endowed the land for the benefit of the poor, relatives, slaves, travelers,
and guests, stipulating that it should not be sold, inherited, or donated.

Beyond Umar's endowment, other early examples illustrate the nascent forms of waqf.
The Prophet Muhammad himself established a waqf from a grove of 600 date palms,
with the proceeds intended to feed the poor of Medina. He also dedicated a garden
called "Mukhairiq" for the welfare of the Muslim community. Another significant early
waqf was the Quba Mosque, the first mosque built in Islam upon the Prophet's arrival
in Medina. These early actions by the Prophet and his companions established a
powerful precedent, encouraging Muslims to dedicate their wealth for continuous
benefit, known as sadaqah jariyah (ongoing charity).

The concept of sadaqah jariyah is central to understanding the spiritual incentive
behind waqf. It promises continuous reward for the donor even after their death, as
long as the endowed asset continues to yield benefits. This powerful theological
motivation encouraged individuals, families, and even rulers to establish awqaf for a
vast array of purposes. The idea was to create a legacy of good deeds that would
perpetually contribute to the well-being of society and secure divine favor.
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While the early practices laid the groundwork, the full-fledged Islamic legal form of
waqf, with its more structured system, appears to have solidified around the 9th
century CE during the Abbasid Caliphate. This period saw a significant growth in waqf
institutions, which became central to community development, supporting religious,
social, cultural, scientific, and even political life. The earliest known waqf documents,
or waqfiyas, date from this era, with one from 876 CE concerning a multi-volume
edition of the Qur'an.

The underlying principles of waqf are fairly consistent across different schools of
Islamic jurisprudence, though specific legal interpretations might vary. The core
principles include perpetuity, irrevocability, and dedication for a virtuous cause. Once
an asset is declared a waqf, it is generally considered to be permanently dedicated
and cannot be reclaimed by the donor or their heirs. It cannot be sold, inherited, or
given away as a gift. This inalienability is crucial for the long-term sustainability and
impact of waqf.

Furthermore, the purpose of a waqf must be charitable and virtuous, aligning with
Islamic ethical principles. This broad definition has allowed for incredible diversity in
waqf applications, far beyond just religious institutions. From providing water wells
and bridges to funding hospitals and educational institutions, awqaf have historically
addressed a wide spectrum of public needs. The donor, known as the waqif, must also
be of sound mind and legal capacity, owning the property outright that they intend to
endow.

The establishment of a waqf typically involves a clear declaration, often in writing
through a waqfiyya, though verbal declarations can also be recognized in some cases.
This document outlines the specifics of the endowment: the asset being endowed, the
designated beneficiaries, and the rules for its management. The waqif also appoints a 
mutawalli, or trustee, to manage the waqf property and ensure its revenues are
distributed according to the stated purpose. This trustee plays a critical role in
upholding the founder's intentions and ensuring the waqf's enduring impact.

The early proliferation of awqaf across the Islamic world indicates a deeply ingrained
societal value placed on charitable giving and collective welfare. It wasn't merely an
individual act of piety but a communal undertaking that shaped the very fabric of
cities and societies. This institutionalized form of charity created a safety net and
provided essential services that might otherwise have been absent, contributing
significantly to the social and economic stability of Muslim communities for centuries.
These foundational principles and historical precedents continue to inform modern
interpretations and applications of waqf.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace

http://www.tcpdf.org

