
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Attila the Hun
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The World Before Attila: Europe and the Steppes in the 5th Century
Chapter 2 The Enigma of the Huns: Origins and Early History
Chapter 3 The Rise of a Nomadic Empire: The Huns on the March
Chapter 4 Attila’s Early Life: A Prince Among Warriors
Chapter 5 The Making of a Ruler: Attila and Bleda Ascend
Chapter 6 The Dual Kingship: Cooperation and Rivalry
Chapter 7 The Treaty of Margus: Diplomacy and Betrayal
Chapter 8 Unifying the Huns: Forging an Empire
Chapter 9 The Fall of Bleda: Attila Seizes Power
Chapter 10 The Road to War: Tensions with the Eastern Roman Empire
Chapter 11 The First Balkan Campaigns: Raids and Reprisals
Chapter 12 Laying Siege to an Empire: The Assault on Constantinople
Chapter 13 The Cost of Peace: Gold, Treaties, and Roman Submission
Chapter 14 Rebellion and Retaliation: The 447 Invasion
Chapter 15 The Making of a Scourge: Attila’s Reputation in the East
Chapter 16 Intrigue in the West: Honoria and the Politics of Marriage
Chapter 17 The Road to Gaul: Strategizing a New Conquest
Chapter 18 The Battle of the Catalaunian Plains: Clash of Empires
Chapter 19 Retreat and Reckoning: Aftermath in Gaul
Chapter 20 The Descent into Italy: Cities in Flames
Chapter 21 The Meeting at the Mincio: Pope Leo and the Turning Point
Chapter 22 The Mysterious Death of Attila: Truth and Legend
Chapter 23 Breaking the Empire: Succession and Collapse
Chapter 24 Portrait of a Conqueror: Attila’s Appearance, Character, and Rule
Chapter 25 The Legacy of Attila: Myth, Memory, and History

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Attila the Hun, known to the world as the "Scourge of God," remains one of the most
powerful yet enigmatic figures in world history. His very name conjures images of
thundering cavalry, burning cities, and the relentless advance of a force seemingly
destined to undo the great powers of the ancient world. To the Western and Eastern
Roman Empires, in the tumultuous fifth century AD, Attila was both a terror and an
object of fearful respect—a ruler whose ambitions and actions would forever alter the
course of European history.

This biography seeks to unravel the fascinating life and complex character of Attila—a
man born into the world of steppe nomads, yet destined to stand face-to-face with
emperors and to make demands upon the greatest powers of his day. Understanding
Attila’s story requires us to step into the unique, multicultural landscape of the Hunnic
Empire—a world in which horse and bow reigned supreme, alliances shifted as fast as
armies could move, and where leadership meant commanding not just loyalty, but
profound fear. The Huns themselves emerged as a mysterious force from beyond the
bounds of Roman knowledge, igniting migrations and wars that reverberated for
generations.

Charting Attila’s ascent from childhood on the Danube frontier to sole ruler of a
sprawling confederation, this book traces his dual kingship with his brother Bleda, the
consolidation of his power, and his transformation from ally and mercenary to the
nightmare of the Roman world. More than a mere "barbarian," Attila proved to be a
shrewd diplomat as well as a brutal commander, capable of both negotiating lucrative
treaties and unleashing devastation across empires. His dealings—from the famous
Treaty of Margus, through the sacking of cities, to the tense interactions with generals
and emperors—showcase a leader as adept at statecraft as he was at war.

Attila’s campaigns, whether in the baleful shadow cast over Constantinople or his
thunderous advance across Gaul and Italy, reshaped the very political and
psychological borders of Europe. Battles such as the Catalaunian Plains became
turning points not just in the survival of Rome, but in the fate of whole peoples. His
confrontations with figures like Pope Leo I became woven into the very fabric of
Christian memory, and stories of his mercy—rare though they were—stand in stark
contrast to the widespread fear he inspired. Attila’s death, shrouded in legend and
sudden as lightning, brought an end to an empire built on his own formidable
presence.

Much of what we know about Attila’s life—his physical appearance, his habits, even his
speech—reaches us through the words of Roman and Byzantine chroniclers: outsiders
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looking in, by turns terrified and awed. Their accounts, flawed and colored by cultural
chasm and political necessity, nonetheless give us glimpses into a world where the
line between civilization and 'barbarism' was ever shifting. These accounts, set
alongside the archaeological footprint left by the Huns, allow us to reconstruct the
story of Attila: the ruler, the warrior, the negotiator, and the legend.

Ultimately, Attila the Hun stands at the crossroads of history and myth: a man who, in
life and after, has been made to bear the anxieties and fascinations of the civilizations
he confronted. His legacy, reflected in literature, folklore, and the shape of post-
Roman Europe, makes his story not just one of violence and upheaval, but of
transformation and enduring fascination. This biography endeavors to disentangle the
man from the myth, to understand Attila in his own time, and to appreciate the ways
in which his shadow continues to fall across European memory.
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CHAPTER ONE: The World Before Attila: Europe and
the Steppes in the Early 5th Century
The dawn of the fifth century AD found Europe and its periphery in a state of profound,
if often chaotically slow-motion, transformation. The world into which Attila would be
born, around the year 406, was not a static canvas awaiting a conqueror's brush.
Instead, it was a complex tapestry woven from the fading grandeur of Rome, the
restless ambitions of numerous migrating peoples, and the distant, enigmatic power of
the Eurasian steppes. To understand the man who would become the "Scourge of
God," one must first survey the fractured, anxious, and dynamic landscape that
shaped his formative years and provided the stage for his devastating career.

The Roman Empire, that once seemingly eternal colossus, entered the fifth century
bearing deep wounds and facing existential threats. For convenience, historians speak
of its division in 395 AD, following the death of Emperor Theodosius the Great, into
Western and Eastern halves. In reality, this separation, while administratively
pragmatic, exacerbated diverging trajectories that had been developing for
generations. The two Roman worlds, while sharing a common heritage, increasingly
pursued their own interests, managed their own crises, and sometimes, regarded each
other with a suspicion bordering on rivalry.

The Western Roman Empire, with its traditional heartland in Italy, Gaul, and Spain, was
by far the more visibly distressed of the two. Its vast frontiers along the Rhine and
Danube rivers were porous and perpetually under pressure. The machinery of state,
once a marvel of efficiency, was creaking under the weight of endemic corruption,
crippling taxation, and a depopulated countryside that struggled to feed its cities and
armies. Political stability was a distant memory; the imperial throne in the West was
often occupied by short-lived, ineffective rulers, frequently puppets of powerful
Germanic generals or court factions. The very idea of Romanitas, that shared sense of
Roman identity and cultural superiority, was being diluted both by internal decay and
the increasing integration of "barbarian" peoples into the fabric of the Empire.

One of the most traumatic indicators of the West's fragility had occurred just as Attila
was likely a small child. In 410 AD, the city of Rome itself, the symbolic center of the
world for centuries, was sacked by Alaric and his Visigoths. Though Rome was no
longer the administrative capital – that honor had shifted to Milan and then, more
defensibly, to Ravenna on the Adriatic coast – the psychological impact of its violation
resonated throughout the Mediterranean world. It was a stark announcement that the
old order was not just threatened, but actively crumbling. The event sent shockwaves
of despair and disbelief, prompting thinkers like Augustine of Hippo to write City of
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God in an attempt to reframe Christian understanding in a world where even Rome
could fall.

The Western military, once the guarantor of Roman security, was increasingly reliant
on foederati – allied troops drawn from the very Germanic tribes that often posed the
greatest threat. These arrangements were a double-edged sword. While providing
much-needed manpower, they also gave barbarian leaders significant leverage within
the Roman system, further blurring the lines between defender and potential usurper.
Generals of Germanic origin, like Stilicho (a Vandal), rose to positions of immense
power, commanding Roman armies and dictating policy, only to be cut down by
jealous Roman elites, thereby often provoking the very crises they had been trying to
manage. This reliance on non-Roman fighting men was a pragmatic adaptation to
realities of manpower shortages and changing warfare, but it also signaled a hollowing
out of the traditional Roman citizen-soldier ideal.

Across the Adriatic, the Eastern Roman Empire, with its magnificent capital at
Constantinople, presented a contrasting picture of resilience and comparative
prosperity. Strategically positioned at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, fortified by
the near-impregnable Theodosian Walls (completed in 413 AD), Constantinople was a
bustling metropolis, a center of commerce, Christian orthodoxy, and sophisticated
imperial administration. While the East faced its own challenges, notably the perennial
threat from the Sasanian Empire in Persia and pressures along its own Danubian
frontier, it possessed greater financial resources, a more cohesive bureaucracy, and a
generally more stable succession of emperors.

The Eastern emperors, while not immune to intrigue, often managed to deflect
barbarian threats through a combination of robust military defense and astute
diplomacy, the latter frequently involving the payment of substantial subsidies or
"tribute." This was not seen as weakness, but as a cost-effective means of preserving
peace and channeling potentially hostile energies elsewhere – often westward. The
Eastern Roman Empire, which would later be known as the Byzantine Empire, was
already laying the foundations for a thousand years of continued existence, a
testament to its adaptability and inherent strengths. Its armies were formidable, its
navy controlled the Eastern Mediterranean, and its diplomats were skilled in the
intricate dance of power politics with both neighboring empires and restless tribal
confederations.

The formal division of 395 AD meant that the two halves of the Roman world often
acted independently, sometimes at cross-purposes. The Western Empire might call for
aid from the East, but such assistance was not always forthcoming, or it arrived too
late, or with strings attached. There was a growing sense that the East viewed the
West's problems with a degree of detachment, and perhaps even a touch of
resignation, content to secure its own territories and let the more troubled western
provinces fend for themselves as best they could.
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Beyond the Roman frontiers, and increasingly within them, lay the world of the so-
called "barbarians." This was a Roman categorization, of course, a broad-brush term
for a multitude of diverse peoples, mostly Germanic, Celtic, or Sarmatian, who did not
share Greco-Roman urban civilization. The early fifth century was a high point of the 
Völkerwanderung, or Migration Period. Entire peoples, driven by a complex interplay of
factors – climate change, internal pressures, the lure of Roman wealth, and the
domino effect of displacement by other groups (including, significantly, the earlier
westward push of the Huns in the late fourth century) – were on the move.

These migrations were not simply chaotic invasions, though they often involved
violent conflict. They were also processes of settlement, adaptation, and cultural
fusion. The Visigoths, after their Italian adventure and the sack of Rome, were by the
410s and 420s establishing a powerful kingdom as foederati in southwestern Gaul
(Aquitania), centered around Toulouse. They were evolving from a mobile war-band
into a settled territorial power, adopting aspects of Roman administration while
retaining their distinct Gothic identity and Arian Christian faith, which set them apart
from the Nicene orthodoxy of Rome.

Further afield, the Vandals, accompanied by Alans, had carved a destructive path
across Gaul and into Spain. By the early decades of the fifth century, under their
cunning and ruthless king Geiseric, they were casting covetous eyes across the Strait
of Gibraltar towards the rich Roman provinces of North Africa. Their impending
conquest of Africa, culminating in the capture of Carthage in 439 AD, would deal
another devastating blow to the Western Roman Empire, severing its primary grain
supply and establishing a hostile naval power in the Mediterranean. Even before this,
their presence in Spain created constant instability.

Along the Rhine frontier, various Frankish groups were coalescing, sometimes serving
as Roman allies, sometimes raiding deep into Gaul. They were a persistent presence,
gradually expanding their influence in the power vacuum left by receding Roman
authority. To their south and east, the Burgundians, having been displaced earlier, had
established a kingdom in the Rhineland (around Worms). This kingdom, however, was
living on borrowed time, existing in a precarious position between Roman interests
and the ambitions of other groups. Its famed destruction, a saga that would enter
Germanic legend, was still a few decades in the future.

Other Germanic peoples were also making their mark. The Suebi had established a
kingdom in northwestern Spain (Gallaecia), fighting with Vandals, Alans, and Roman
forces. In Britain, Roman legions had been officially withdrawn around 410 AD to deal
with crises on the continent. The island, now largely undefended by imperial troops,
was increasingly subject to raids and settlement by Angles, Saxons, and Jutes from
northern Germania and Scandinavia. The Romano-British populace was left to organize
its own defense, leading to a period of fragmentation and the slow emergence of new,
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Anglo-Saxon kingdoms.

The relationship between these various Germanic groups and the Roman Empire was
multifaceted. It ranged from outright hostility and raiding, to treaties of federation
(foedus) where tribes were granted land within the empire in exchange for military
service, to the enlistment of individuals and warbands as mercenaries. There was no
single "barbarian" policy, nor a unified "barbarian" threat. Alliances shifted constantly.
A group that was an enemy one year might be a valued ally the next, only to revert to
hostility when circumstances changed or Roman payments faltered. This fluid,
dangerous environment demanded constant vigilance and sophisticated diplomacy
from Roman leaders, skills that were often in short supply in the beleaguered West.

East of these Germanic peoples, beyond the Vistula and the Carpathian Mountains,
stretched the vast Eurasian steppes. This immense grassland, extending from Eastern
Europe to Mongolia, was the traditional homeland of nomadic and semi-nomadic
pastoralist cultures. For centuries, it had been a crucible of peoples, a harsh
environment that bred formidable horsemen and archers. While Roman writers often
depicted the steppes as a terrifying void from which savage hordes periodically
erupted, it was, in reality, a complex human landscape with its own internal dynamics,
trade routes, and political formations. Groups like the Alans and, before them, the
Sarmatians had emerged afrom this zone to interact with the settled civilizations to
their south and west.

The Huns themselves, whose precise origins remained a mystery to the Romans (and
largely to modern historians), were products of this steppe environment. Their
dramatic arrival north of the Black Sea around 370 AD had acted as a powerful
catalyst for the westward movement of the Goths and other peoples, effectively
kicking off the more intense phase of the Migration Period. By the early fifth century,
Hunnic groups were established in the Pannonian Basin (modern-day Hungary) and
the plains north of the Danube. They were already a known quantity to the Romans,
sometimes acting as mercenaries for various Roman factions, sometimes raiding
Roman territory, and always inspiring a particular kind of dread due to their mounted
archery, ferocity, and alien customs. Their political structure, before Attila's
consolidation of power, appears to have been a loose confederation of chieftains,
though leaders like Ruga, Attila's uncle, were beginning to forge a more unified and
formidable entity.

The Romans, particularly those in the Eastern Empire who shared a long Danubian
frontier with Hunnic-dominated territories, understood the need to manage this
relationship carefully. Tribute payments, diplomatic embassies, and the occasional
military expedition were all part of the toolkit. However, the true scale of the threat
the Huns would eventually pose under a unified and ambitious leadership was perhaps
not yet fully appreciated. They were one of several "barbarian" challenges, albeit a
particularly unsettling one.
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Further to the east, beyond the Roman and Hunnic spheres of immediate concern, lay
the Sasanian Empire of Persia. The Sasanians were the Romans' only geopolitical peer,
an ancient and sophisticated imperial power with its own rich cultural traditions and
formidable military. For centuries, Rome and Persia had been locked in a cycle of
warfare and uneasy truces along their shared frontier in Mesopotamia, Armenia, and
Syria. This eastern front demanded a significant portion of the Eastern Roman
Empire's military resources and attention. A major flare-up with Persia could, and often
did, leave the Danubian or Balkan provinces vulnerable to incursions from the north.
Conversely, periods of peace with Persia allowed the Eastern Romans to focus more
effectively on other threats. In the early fifth century, relations were relatively stable,
but the potential for conflict was ever-present, a crucial factor in the strategic
calculations of Constantinople.

The world of the early fifth century, therefore, was not defined by a simple Roman-
versus-barbarian binary. It was a multipolar world of shifting alliances, fragmenting
empires, migrating peoples, and emerging new power centers. The Western Roman
Empire was visibly ailing, its territorial integrity compromised, its administration
struggling. The Eastern Roman Empire, while more robust, faced its own complex set
of pressures. Germanic kingdoms were taking root on Roman soil, transforming from
migratory bands into settled political entities. And from the steppes, the Huns, though
not yet the singular force they would become under Attila, were already a significant
presence, a source of both mercenary power and profound unease.

This was the volatile, dangerous, and opportunity-rich environment into which Attila
was born. It was a crucible that would test the mettle of any leader, demanding
ruthlessness, adaptability, strategic vision, and an understanding of the complex
interplay of fear, greed, and ambition that motivated both Roman emperors and tribal
chieftains. The old certainties were gone, and the future shape of Europe was being
forged in the fires of conflict, negotiation, and relentless migration. The stage was set
for a figure who could master this chaos, or at least ride its currents to unprecedented
heights of power. The tremors of change were everywhere; the earthquake was yet to
come.
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