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Introduction

Work is one of the most visible arenas where faith either becomes embodied or
remains abstract. We spend much of our waking life planning, commuting, producing,
persuading, serving, coding, healing, teaching, or building. Yet many Christians
wrestle with a divided life—Sundays set apart for worship, weekdays given over to the
pressures and values of the marketplace. This book invites you to recover a unified
vision: vocation as the gracious call of God that encompasses salvation, character,
community, and contribution. When faith, work, and vocation are integrated, ordinary
tasks become avenues of worship and love of neighbor.

By vocation we mean more than a job title or a moment of personal epiphany.
Vocation begins with God’s call to belong to Christ and extends into our particular
responsibilities in family, church, and society. Career development then becomes a
matter of wise stewardship: discerning gifts, pursuing formation, and choosing roles
that align with purpose and the common good. Economic ethics provides the
guardrails—principles that help us navigate power, money, risk, and reward without
losing our souls. Together, calling, career, and ethics form a coherent way of life rather
than a set of competing demands.

You will find three threads woven throughout these chapters. First, practical
discernment exercises help you listen for God’s call amid real constraints—student
loans, caregiving, limited opportunities, and shifting industries. Second, stories from
Christians in diverse fields—nurses and welders, entrepreneurs and artists, educators
and public servants—offer living case studies of courage, compromise, creativity, and
repentance. Third, we explore entrepreneurship and innovation with a moral compass,
showing how value creation, just wages, transparency, and stakeholder care can align
with both biblical convictions and business reality.

Because work is complex, this book does not offer one-size-fits-all formulas. Instead, it
proposes a set of habits and horizons. Habits include prayerful reflection, wise counsel,
Sabbath rhythms, and ethical decision-making in the “gray areas” where policies and
pressures collide. Horizons include a vision of the Kingdom of God that reframes
success as faithfulness, fruitfulness, and service. When setbacks come—Ilayoffs, toxic
cultures, ethical dilemmas, or vocational dry spells—these habits and horizons help
you respond with integrity rather than anxiety.

Economic life raises especially thorny questions. What does justice look like in
compensation and opportunity? How do we balance profit with the well-being of
employees, customers, communities, and creation? Where does technology, including
artificial intelligence, enhance human dignity, and where does it erode it? Our
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approach is neither cynical nor naive: we affirm markets as tools that can channel
creativity and meet needs, while insisting that love of neighbor, truth-telling, and
fairness set the terms for participation. The aim is not withdrawal from the
marketplace but faithful presence within it.

Finally, this is a companion for every stage of work: choosing a major or trade,
navigating early promotions, leading teams, launching ventures, switching careers, or
preparing for retirement and legacy. Along the way, you will craft a personal
vocational plan that honors your story, clarifies your commitments, and names
concrete next steps. Our hope is simple but ambitious: that by God’s grace you will
live an undivided life—rooted in Christ, shaped by Scripture, sustained by community,
and poured out for the flourishing of neighbor and world. May the pages ahead equip
your hands, steady your heart, and enlarge your hope as you answer the call.
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CHAPTER ONE: A Theology of Calling: From Creation
to New Creation

To understand calling, we first need to grapple with a foundational truth: God is a
speaking God. Before there was anything, there was the Word, and through this Word,
all things came into being. This divine speech isn't merely an ancient echo; it's an
ongoing invitation, a persistent whisper, a thunderous declaration that shapes not only
the cosmos but also the trajectory of our individual lives. Our vocation, then, is not
something we invent out of thin air, but rather a response to this divine initiative, a
participation in a story far grander than our own.

The concept of calling often gets tangled up with notions of a singular, dramatic
moment of divine revelation - a burning bush experience, perhaps, or a lightning bolt
illuminating a career path. While such moments certainly occur, they represent a
fraction of the ways God calls. More often, calling unfolds through a tapestry of subtle
promptings, developing desires, emerging opportunities, and the quiet affirmation of
community. It's less about hearing an audible voice and more about discerning a
resonant harmony between who we are, what the world needs, and what God is
already doing.

Our journey into a theology of calling begins, appropriately, at the very beginning:
with creation itself. The Genesis narrative paints a vivid picture of God as the ultimate
worker, bringing order out of chaos, light out of darkness, and life out of dust. God
doesn’t simply issue commands from a distant throne; God rolls up divine sleeves and
actively shapes the world. This is not a passive deity, but one intimately involved in
the fabric of existence, a truth that profoundly impacts our understanding of our own
work.

Consider the repeated refrain in Genesis 1: "And God saw that it was good." Each act
of creation, from the celestial bodies to the creeping things, is affirmed as inherently
valuable and purposeful. This isn't just aesthetic appreciation; it's a divine declaration
of worth. This means that the world, including the raw materials we work with and the
systems we build, possesses an intrinsic goodness because it originated from a good
God. Our work, therefore, is not merely a means to an end, but an engagement with
God's good creation.

Furthermore, God doesn't just create and then step back. After forming humanity in
His image, God gives a command: "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth" (Genesis 1:28). This isn't
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a license for exploitation, but an invitation to co-create, to cultivate, to bring forth the
latent potential within creation. It's a call to responsible stewardship, to enhance and
order the world, reflecting God's own creative activity.

This "cultural mandate," as it's often called, is a foundational aspect of our calling. It
implies that all legitimate work, whether tending a garden, designing software, healing
the sick, or teaching children, is an act of participating in God's ongoing work of
bringing flourishing to the world. It means that our labor has inherent dignity and
purpose, not just because of the paycheck it brings, but because it is an echo of God’s
own creative and ordering work.

However, the story doesn’t end with the idyllic garden. The fall into sin introduces
rupture and toil. Work, which was originally a joyful collaboration with God, becomes
arduous, marked by sweat and thorns. Yet, even in the midst of this brokenness, the
call to work persists. God doesn't revoke the cultural mandate; instead, He
acknowledges the pain and difficulty now associated with it. This is a crucial point:
even in a fallen world, work retains its God-given purpose, though it is now performed
under different, more challenging conditions.

The Old Testament narratives are replete with examples of individuals called by God
for specific tasks, often in ways that defy conventional expectations. Moses, a
shepherd, is called to lead a nation. Bezalel and Oholiab are filled with the Spirit of
God to skillfully craft the tabernacle, demonstrating that artistic and artisanal work is
also divinely inspired and consecrated. These stories highlight that calling isn't limited
to overtly "religious" roles; God equips and calls people for a vast array of
contributions.

The prophets, too, embody a powerful sense of calling, often speaking truth to power
and advocating for justice. Their work was frequently unpopular, even dangerous, yet
they persevered because they understood themselves to be instruments in God's
larger redemptive plan. Their example reminds us that calling often involves courage
and a willingness to stand against the tide, particularly when it comes to issues of
righteousness and care for the vulnerable.

Moving into the New Testament, we encounter Jesus, the ultimate embodiment of
calling. His entire life was a living out of His Father’s will, culminating in His
redemptive work on the cross and resurrection. Jesus's initial call to His disciples,
"Follow me," was a radical invitation to reorient their entire lives around His mission.
This call transcended their previous occupations - fishermen left their nets, tax
collectors abandoned their booths - not because those professions were inherently
bad, but because following Jesus demanded a new primary allegiance and a re-
evaluation of all other pursuits.

The early church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, continued this tradition of calling. The

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Apostle Paul, a tentmaker by trade, viewed his craft as integral to his missionary work,
supporting himself so as not to be a burden to those he served. His letters are filled
with exhortations for believers to live out their faith in every sphere of life, including
their workplaces. He speaks of different gifts given by the Spirit for the building up of
the body of Christ, implying that diverse talents and roles are all valuable and
necessary components of God's work in the world.

This brings us to the concept of "new creation." Through Christ, we are not merely
forgiven; we are made new creatures, participants in a renewed creation. This has
profound implications for our understanding of work and vocation. Our labor is no
longer just about enduring the curses of a fallen world; it's about actively anticipating
and participating in the restoration of all things. Every act of creation, every pursuit of
justice, every expression of beauty, every healing of brokenness, becomes a foretaste
of the coming Kingdom.

This isn't to say that our work today perfects the world or brings about the Kingdom in
its fullness. That ultimate redemption belongs to God alone. However, it does mean
that our work matters in an eternal sense. It means that the seemingly mundane tasks
of our daily jobs, when performed with integrity, skill, and a heart for God and
neighbor, contribute to a larger narrative of redemption and restoration. Our calling
becomes a bridge between the "already" of Christ's finished work and the "not yet" of
His glorious return.

Therefore, a theology of calling is expansive and inclusive. It affirms that God calls
plumbers and professors, artists and accountants, homemakers and CEOs. It
recognizes that our workplaces, far from being secular spaces devoid of spiritual
significance, are arenas where God's redemptive purposes are at play. It challenges us
to see our work not just as a means to a livelihood, but as a vital expression of our
worship and love for God and neighbor.

Understanding this theological framework is the essential first step in discerning our
individual vocations. It frees us from the narrow confines of seeking a "spiritual job"
and instead broadens our perspective to see that all legitimate work can be sacred. It
invites us to view our skills, passions, and opportunities through the lens of God's
ongoing work in the world, asking not just "What do | want to do?" but "How can |
participate in what God is doing here?" This reorientation of perspective is crucial for
integrating faith with our professional lives and making ethical decisions that reflect
God's heart for the world.
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