
Javier Milei
Ephyia Publishing

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Making of a Rebel: Early Life and Influences
Chapter 2 From Goalkeeper to Economist: A Journey of Transformation
Chapter 3 The Austrian School and the Seeds of Anarcho-Capitalism
Chapter 4 The Roaring Lion: Milei's Emergence as a Media Personality
Chapter 5 Building a Movement: The Rise of Libertarianism in Argentina
Chapter 6 The 2021 Election: A Political Outsider Storms Congress
Chapter 7 The Chainsaw and the Campaign Trail: A Presidential Bid Like No
Other
Chapter 8 "¡Afuera!": The War Against the "Political Caste"
Chapter 9 The Shock of Victory: How Milei Conquered the Presidency
Chapter 10 Inauguration Day: A New Era for Argentina
Chapter 11 The "Shock Therapy" Begins: Milei's First Economic Decrees
Chapter 12 Taming the Beast: The Battle Against Hyperinflation
Chapter 13 The "Chainsaw Plan" in Action: Slashing State Spending
Chapter 14 Confrontation with the Unions: A Power Struggle for Argentina's
Future
Chapter 15 Dollarization: The Audacious Plan to Remake the Economy
Chapter 16 A New Foreign Policy: Aligning with the West and Israel
Chapter 17 The President and "The Boss": The Unseen Influence of Karina
Milei
Chapter 18 Milei's Inner Circle: The Architects of the Libertarian Revolution
Chapter 19 The Cultural Wars: Milei's Stance on Social Issues
Chapter 20 Governing by Decree: The Challenges to Legislative Power
Chapter 21 The Voice of the Streets: Protests and Resistance to the Milei
Agenda
Chapter 22 The First 100 Days: An Evaluation of a Turbulent Start
Chapter 23 The "Milei Effect" on the Global Stage
Chapter 24 Argentina at a Crossroads: Hopes and Fears for the Future
Chapter 25 The Man and the Myth: Deconstructing Javier Milei

Introduction
On the sweltering morning of December 10, 2023, a current of restless anticipation
coursed through the streets of Buenos Aires. This was not just another inauguration
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day. Argentina, a nation accustomed to political drama and economic turbulence, was
about to embark on an unprecedented voyage into the unknown. The man at the
center of it all was unlike any leader the country, or indeed the world, had seen
before. With a storm of untamed hair that seemed to defy gravity and a penchant for
leather jackets, Javier Gerardo Milei stood as a living, breathing rejection of the
political establishment he had so violently railed against. For a country on its knees,
gasping under the weight of crippling inflation and decades of perceived decline, he
was either a madman or a messiah. There was seldom an opinion in between.

In a striking break with tradition, after receiving the presidential sash and baton inside
the congressional palace, Milei turned his back on the assembled lawmakers. He
walked out onto the grand steps, choosing to address not the politicians but the
thousands of Argentines who had gathered below, their faces a mixture of hope and
trepidation. His message was not one of soothing promises or gentle transitions. It was
a stark, brutal assessment of the reality he inherited. "There is no money," he
declared, the phrase echoing like a thunderclap across the plaza. He warned of a
painful but necessary "shock adjustment," a period of austerity and hardship that
would be the bitter medicine required to cure a century of economic ills. "We know
that in the short term the situation will worsen," he admitted, "but soon we will see the
fruits of our effort."

It was a speech that encapsulated the essence of his campaign and the core of his
appeal: a brutal, unfiltered honesty that stood in stark contrast to the polished, often
empty, rhetoric of the political class he derisively labeled "the caste." To his
supporters, this was not pessimism; it was realism. It was the necessary first step in
what he had promised would be the "end of a long and sad history of decadence and
decline." For his detractors, it was the terrifying prelude to a radical experiment that
threatened to dismantle the very fabric of the Argentine state, a nation whose modern
identity was inextricably linked with the sprawling, paternalistic influence of Peronism.

Who is this man who managed, in just a few short years, to catapult himself from the
raucous world of television punditry to the nation's highest office? Javier Milei is a
figure of profound contradictions. He is an economist by training, deeply versed in the
esoteric theories of the Austrian School, yet he communicates with the raw, explosive
energy of a rock star. He is a self-described "anarcho-capitalist," a political philosopher
who, in theory, believes the state itself is an immoral and criminal enterprise. Yet, he
sought and won control of that very state's machinery. He is a man who speaks of
logic and empirical data while also reportedly consulting with his cloned dogs, one of
whom he named after the neoliberal economist Milton Friedman.

His public persona is a carefully crafted spectacle. Known as "El Peluca" (The Wig) for
his signature hairstyle, Milei cultivated an image that was part academic, part prophet,
and part showman. He was famous for his angry, expletive-laden tirades on television
talk shows, where he would passionately denounce the "thieving" political
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establishment. On one memorable occasion, he smashed a piñata shaped like the
Central Bank, a stunt that perfectly visualized his promise to destroy the institution he
blamed for fueling Argentina's relentless inflation. This theatricality was not just for
show; it was a core component of his political strategy, a way to cut through the noise
and connect with a populace that felt ignored and betrayed by its leaders.

To understand the phenomenon of Javier Milei, one must first understand the state of
Argentina in the years leading up to his ascendancy. The country was trapped in a
seemingly endless cycle of economic crisis. By the time of the 2023 election, annual
inflation was careening towards 200 percent, a figure that rendered savings worthless
and turned everyday grocery shopping into a frantic race against rapidly rising prices.
The poverty rate had climbed to over 40 percent, a devastating statistic for a nation
that, at the turn of the 20th century, was one of the wealthiest in the world. A
profound sense of disillusionment had set in, a feeling that the country's best days
were behind it and that the political system was incapable of offering a viable path
forward.

This deep-seated frustration was the fertile ground in which Milei's movement took
root. His relentless attacks on the casta política resonated with millions of Argentines
who saw a corrupt, self-serving elite that had enriched itself while the country
crumbled. He argued that the problem wasn't a particular policy or party, but the
entire collectivist model that had dominated Argentina for over a century. This model,
he claimed, treated the state as a "spoil of war to be shared among friends," fostering
dependency and stifling individual initiative. His solution was not reform, but
demolition.

The central symbol of this proposed demolition was the chainsaw. Brandishing a
roaring chainsaw at campaign rallies, Milei created a potent and visceral image of his
intentions. It was a promise to slash public spending, eliminate entire government
ministries, and cut the state down to its bare essentials. Proposals that would have
been considered political suicide for any conventional candidate—such as shuttering
the ministries of health, education, and social development and replacing the peso
with the U.S. dollar—became the cornerstones of his platform. To his supporters, many
of them young men who felt robbed of a future, the chainsaw was not a threat, but a
promise of liberation.

This book is the biography of that man and an exploration of the forces that propelled
him to power. It seeks to look beyond the caricature of "El Loco" (The Madman) and
understand the intellectual journey that shaped his radical worldview. We will delve
into his early life and formative years, exploring the influences that transformed a
young goalkeeper into a fervent disciple of Austrian economics. We will trace his
evolution from a university professor and obscure economist to a media sensation who
understood, better than anyone, how to harness the power of television and social
media to build a political movement from scratch.
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The narrative will follow his improbable rise, from his election to Congress in 2021 as a
relative unknown to his stunning victory in the 2023 presidential election, a result that
sent shockwaves across Latin America and the world. We will examine the key
moments of his audacious campaign, the building of his La Libertad Avanza (Liberty
Advances) coalition, and the unwavering support of his sister, Karina Milei, the
enigmatic figure he calls "The Boss" and refers to as the true architect of his victory.

Furthermore, this biography will provide a detailed account of his first tumultuous year
in office. It will analyze the implementation of his "shock therapy" economic policies,
the fierce battles with entrenched interests like the powerful unions, and the societal
impact of his "chainsaw plan." From the audacious proposal to dollarize the economy
to the radical reshaping of Argentina's foreign policy, we will explore the real-world
consequences of his anarcho-capitalist ideas put into practice. The story of Javier Milei
is more than just the tale of one man's extraordinary political ascent. It is a story
about Argentina at a critical crossroads, a nation forced to confront its past and
gamble on a radically different future. It is a case study in the power of anti-
establishment anger, the appeal of radical ideologies in times of deep crisis, and the
unpredictable nature of modern politics in the digital age. Is Javier Milei a dangerous
demagogue leading his country toward ruin, or is he a visionary leader undertaking a
painful but necessary reconstruction? This book does not aim to provide a definitive
answer, but rather to present the unvarnished facts of his life and career, allowing the
reader to navigate the complexities of the man, the myth, and the revolution he has
unleashed upon Argentina.

CHAPTER ONE: The Making of a Rebel: Early Life and
Influences
Javier Gerardo Milei was born on October 22, 1970, in the Palermo neighborhood of
Buenos Aires, a sprawling city that would become the backdrop for his dramatic rise.
He was the first and only son of Norberto Horacio Milei and Alicia Luján Lucich. His
family heritage was a tapestry of European immigration, with Italian roots on his
father's side and Croatian ancestry from his mother. Norberto began his career as a
bus driver, but through entrepreneurial drive, eventually became a successful
businessman in the transport sector. Alicia was a homemaker, raising Javier and his
younger sister, Karina, who was born two years after him. The family lived a middle-
class existence, later moving from Palermo to the quieter, residential neighborhood of
Villa Devoto.

From an early age, it was clear that Milei was not destined for a conventional life. His
childhood was tumultuous, marked by a strained and often painful relationship with his
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parents. He has spoken publicly about experiencing physical and verbal abuse,
creating a home environment fraught with tension and fear. In interviews years later,
he would describe the beatings as severe and the psychological toll as profound,
stating his father would constantly tell him he was "trash" and would "die of hunger."
This difficult upbringing fostered a deep sense of isolation. To cope, he emotionally
distanced himself, reaching a point where, for over a decade as an adult, he ceased all
contact with his parents, referring to them starkly as his "progenitors."

This profound parental alienation forged an unbreakable bond with the two people
who offered him solace and support: his maternal grandmother and, most
significantly, his sister, Karina. Two years his junior, Karina became his confidante, his
defender, and his sole source of consistent psychological support. He has recounted
how Karina would suffer panic attacks witnessing their father's violent outbursts, and
how his mother once chillingly blamed him for his sister's distress. This shared trauma
created a unique and powerful codependency. Karina was the one person he trusted
implicitly, a dynamic that would continue throughout his life. He would later famously
refer to her not as his sister, but as "The Boss," the true architect of his political
ascent.

Milei’s formal education took place within the structured environment of Catholic
schools, culminating at the Cardenal Copello secondary school in Villa Devoto. It was
here that his rebellious and outspoken nature began to crystallize, earning him the
nickname that would follow him for the rest of his life: "El Loco," or "The Madman."
The moniker was a reaction to his passionate, aggressive rhetoric and his tendency
toward furious outbursts. Classmates from that era remember a solitary, intense
young man who often didn't fit in. He was reportedly bullied for his distinctive
hairstyle, his effusive manner of speaking, and a worldview that already seemed
different from that of his peers.

Despite the social challenges, Milei was a strong student academically. One of his
former teachers recalled him as a "divine blond" who, while quiet and humble, was
also "bravo" and prone to getting into fights. He himself has admitted to being a lonely
student, dedicating most of his energy outside the classroom not to socializing, but to
sports. For a time, his great passion was football. He played as a goalkeeper for the
lower-division teams of the Chacarita Juniors club, a position that requires a unique
combination of solitude, quick reflexes, and a certain fearlessness. His teammates also
knew him as "El Loco," a testament to a personality that was already larger than life,
even on the football pitch.

Beyond the football field, another, very different passion was brewing: rock and roll. In
his late teens and early adulthood, Milei was the lead singer for a cover band called
Everest, which primarily performed songs by The Rolling Stones. This role allowed him
to channel his rebellious energy and theatricality in a new way, commanding a stage
and connecting with an audience through raw performance. It was an early glimpse of
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the showman who would later captivate millions. The image of the long-haired, leather-
clad rocker belting out anti-establishment anthems was, in many ways, a perfect
precursor to the political persona he would later adopt. He was honing his ability to be
a spectacle, to be the center of attention.

However, the defining influence that would set the course for his professional life
arrived not in a stadium or on a stage, but in the form of a devastating economic
crisis. The late 1980s in Argentina were a period of hyperinflation, a time when the
value of money evaporated overnight and the economic certainties of daily life
crumbled. The chaos and social desperation he witnessed firsthand had a profound
impact on the young Milei. It was this national trauma that convinced him to abandon
his athletic and musical ambitions and dedicate himself to understanding the forces
that could bring a country to its knees. He decided to pursue a career in economics.

He enrolled at the private University of Belgrano, where he initially immersed himself
in the prevailing economic doctrines of the time, including Keynesianism. Yet, his
inherently contrarian nature and his search for more radical explanations for
Argentina's chronic economic maladies soon led him down a different intellectual path.
He began to explore the works of classical liberal thinkers, finding a deep resonance
with their emphasis on individual liberty, free markets, and limited government. This
was the beginning of a profound intellectual transformation that would shape his
entire worldview.

After earning his degree from Belgrano, Milei continued his studies, obtaining two
master's degrees from the Institute of Social and Economic Development (IDES) and
the private Torcuato di Tella University. It was during this period of intense academic
inquiry that he became a fervent disciple of the Austrian School of economics.
Thinkers like Friedrich Hayek and Ludwig von Mises provided him with a theoretical
framework that seemed to explain Argentina’s failures. He came to see state
intervention, central planning, and collectivist ideologies not as solutions, but as the
root cause of the nation's problems.

His intellectual journey did not stop there. He delved deeper into the most radical
fringes of libertarian thought, discovering the anarcho-capitalist theories of the
American economist Murray Rothbard. Rothbard's argument for the complete abolition
of the state in favor of a society governed by voluntary market exchange struck a
chord with Milei's rebellious spirit and his deep-seated distrust of authority—a distrust
likely forged in the crucible of his own childhood. He embraced the label "anarcho-
capitalist" for himself, adopting a philosophical position that viewed the state not as a
necessary evil, but as an inherently coercive and immoral institution. This radical
intellectual shift was the final and most crucial element in the making of the rebel,
providing the ideological ammunition for the war he would one day wage against
Argentina's political establishment.
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