Scramble and Partition: European
Colonialism and the Making of Modern
Africa

MixCache.com

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The World of 1870: Europe, Africa, and the Balance of Power
Chapter 2 From Exploration to Expropriation: Knowledge, Myths, and Motives
Chapter 3 Diplomats and Deadlines: The Road to the Berlin Conference,
1884-85

Chapter 4 Drawing Lines, Dividing Lives: The Berlin Rules and the Map
Chapter 5 Conquest as Policy: Gunboats, Columns, and Colonial War
Chapter 6 Corporate Empires: Concessionary Companies and the Business of
Rule

Chapter 7 The Congo Free State: Atrocity, Activism, and International Law
Chapter 8 Frontiers in Motion: Resistance, Collaboration, and Civil War
Chapter 9 Building the Extractive State: Taxes, Labor, and the Cash-Crop
Economy

Chapter 10 The Railway and the Telegraph: Infrastructures of Empire
Chapter 11 Faith, Schools, and Science: Missionaries and the Production of
Subjects

Chapter 12 Custom and Code: Inventing Tradition and the Law of Indirect
Rule

Chapter 13 Settlers and Segregation: Algeria, Kenya, and Southern Africa
Chapter 14 Disease, Famine, and the Ecology of Rule

Chapter 15 World War I: African Fronts and the Reordering of Empire
Chapter 16 Mandates and Modernities: The League of Nations and Postwar
Governance

Chapter 17 Depression and Dissent: Reform, Repression, and Everyday
Survival, 1929-39

Chapter 18 World War Il: Mobilization, Resources, and the Promise of Change
Chapter 19 Cities, Labor, and New Publics: Urban Africa under Colonial Rule
Chapter 20 Paper Empires: Cartography, Censuses, and the Archive of Control
Chapter 21 The Grammar of Nationalism: Parties, Unions, and Intellectuals
Chapter 22 Decolonization in Motion: Negotiation, Insurgency, and
International Opinion

Chapter 23 The Problem of Borders: Partition, Union, and Secession
Chapter 24 After Empire Begins: Sovereignty, Development, and the Early
Postcolonial State, 1957-1960

Chapter 25 Legacies and Lessons: Colonialism’s Afterlives in the Present

Purchased from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



Introduction

This book examines how Europe’s scramble for Africa between 1870 and 1960
produced the political geographies and social hierarchies that shape the continent to
this day. It does so by holding three lenses together: diplomacy, violence, and
cartography. Treaties and conferences set the terms of expansion, armies and armed
columns enforced those terms on the ground, and maps translated ambition into
borders that still organize economies and identities. By following these intertwined
processes, we move beyond moral outrage or triumphalist myth, toward a historically
grounded account of how empires were made and how their architectures endured.

In 1870, European states stood at a conjuncture of industrial might, strategic rivalry,
and ideological confidence, while African polities—from centralized kingdoms to
confederations and merchant towns—pursued their own projects of statecraft, trade,
and reform. The “scramble” that followed was neither inevitable nor uniform. It
unfolded through contingent crises, entrepreneurial adventurers, missionary networks,
and calculations made in foreign ministries as much as on caravan routes and river
steamers. Understanding that multiplicity is essential: Africa was not a void to be filled
but a crowded political landscape into which European powers forced themselves.

Diplomacy provided the first grammar of conquest. The Berlin Conference of 1884-85
did not partition the continent by fiat, but it codified principles—especially “effective
occupation”—that favored rapid flag-planting and paper claims. Bilateral treaties,
protectorate proclamations, and boundary commissions multiplied. The book traces
how these instruments were drafted, disputed, and enforced, and how African leaders
sought to use the diplomacy of the day—petitioning, negotiating, or playing rivals off
one another—to defend autonomy or win advantage. On parchment and in protocol,
sovereignty was redefined in ways that narrowed the space for African authority.

Yet paperwork without power was brittle. European expansion hinged on campaigns
that combined new weapons with old tactics: sieges, scorched earth, punitive
expeditions, and the taking of hostages. Violence also had quotidian forms—forced
labor, coercive taxation, compulsory cultivation, and the criminalization of mobility.
Commercial corporations and concessionary companies blurred private interest and
public authority, while humanitarian campaigns exposed abuses even as they
legitimated deeper intervention. The Congo Free State crystallized these
contradictions, but they were not unique to it.

Once established, colonial states sought to stabilize domination by governing through
law, information, and infrastructure. Administrators reclassified peoples and spaces,
freezing “custom” into codes and appointing “traditional” authorities who were
answerable upward as much as downward. Censuses, ethnographies, and maps
produced the subjects they claimed merely to describe. Railways, telegraphs, and
ports knit hinterlands to imperial markets, while health services and agricultural
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research targeted productivity and control as much as welfare. The extractive state
thus rested on ledger books as surely as on barracks.

Borders were the most consequential artifacts of this order. Drawn quickly and often
arbitrarily, they bisected trade routes, pastoral ranges, and kin networks, while
aggregating diverse communities under single administrations. Colonial frontiers
hardened into international boundaries that complicated postcolonial diplomacy and
internal politics. This book explores how such lines were surveyed and enforced, how
people navigated, exploited, or defied them, and how partition shaped patterns of
conflict and cooperation that outlived empire.

Global shocks reconfigured colonialism from within. During the First World War, African
soldiers and porters fought and labored on multiple fronts, and the postwar mandate
system introduced new vocabularies of oversight and development without
surrendering extraction. The Great Depression exposed the fragility of commodity
economies and provoked protest. The Second World War mobilized unprecedented
resources and expectations, catalyzing labor movements, intellectual networks, and
veterans’ organizations that demanded citizenship and self-rule. By the late 1940s and
1950s, empire faced both fiscal constraints and political insurgency.

Decolonization, however, was not a single event but a crowded field of negotiations,
boycotts, strikes, and wars, refracted through Cold War geopolitics and African
regional solidarities. Between 1957 and 1960, a wave of independences inaugurated
sovereign governments that inherited not only flags and anthems but also
administrative blueprints, commodity dependencies, and the cartographic inheritance
of partition. Early postcolonial crises, from constitutional deadlocks to secessionist
bids, made clear that the end of empire did not end its structures.

Methodologically, the chapters that follow braid diplomatic correspondence, military
reports, company archives, missionary records, maps, and oral histories. The aim is
comparative without being flattening: regional case studies—from the Congo Basin to
the Maghreb, from the Sahel to East and Southern Africa—highlight diversity in the
making of colonial states while tracing recurring logics of rule. Where possible, the
book foregrounds African strategies and ideas, recovering choices made under
constraint and visions of community that exceeded imperial categories.

Readers will find the narrative organized in arcs. The opening chapters situate the late
nineteenth-century conjuncture and the diplomatic frameworks that authorized
expansion. The middle sections examine conquest, corporate rule, and the
construction of extractive administrations, alongside the social worlds—urban and
rural, religious and secular—that colonialism reshaped. Subsequent chapters track the
pressures of world wars and depression, the growth of mass politics, and the unsteady
path to independence. The concluding chapters reflect on borders and institutions as
enduring infrastructures, asking how the scramble’s partitions continue to shape the

Purchased from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



possibilities and dilemmas of modern Africa.

The title, Scramble and Partition, signals the book’s central contention: that European
colonialism was at once a frantic race for advantage and a deliberate carving of
territorial order, achieved through the fusion of diplomacy, violence, and mapmaking.
Its subtitle—Diplomacy, Violence, and the Cartography of Empire, 1870-1960—marks
the temporal scope and analytical frame. By tracing how arbitrary borders and
extractive policies were made and maintained, the book seeks not merely to recount a
past but to illuminate the institutional and spatial inheritances that still structure
public life across the continent today.

CHAPTER ONE: The World of 1870: Europe, Africa,
and the Balance of Power

In 1870 the world still looked more like a quilt of anomalies than a neat set of nation-
states. Railways were stitching continents together, yet most roads ended at rivers
that refused bridges. Steamships threaded the oceans, but captains still studied winds
and waited for tides. Diplomats carried sealed pouches across borders that flickered
with every rumor of war, while armies polished boots and recalibrated rifles as if
preparation itself could postpone bloodshed. Europe stood at a threshold where
machines clattered with new confidence, yet old habits of monarchy, faith, and
suspicion tugged elbows just as insistently. In Africa, polities of many sizes and styles
went about the business of order and trade, tending fields, taxes, and traditions while
distant guns slowly changed the weather.

Europe in 1870 was a continent of clashing certainties and converging ambitions.
Britain commanded oceans and workshops, its industrial smoke carried by winds that
knew no passports. France nursed grievances and glories, rebuilding after Prussia’s
brisk lesson near Sedan while eyeing opportunities beyond the Alps and the Rhine.
Germany, newly stitched together under Prussian leadership, flexed muscles it barely
knew it possessed and began to dream in railway timetables. Austria-Hungary kept its
polyglot empire together with patience, parchment, and parades, while Russia looked
south and east with imperial hunger masked by mysticism. Italy, though recently
united in theory, still argued over dialects and debts as it tried to look Roman again.
The Ottoman Empire stretched thin over Anatolia, the Levant, and North Africa, a
great power by courtesy and geography rather than gears and gunpowder.

Technology sharpened these rivalries with elegant indifference. Breech-loading rifles

and Krupp artillery turned battlefields into arithmetic exercises, favoring those who
could mass, move, and supply with precision. The telegraph carried decisions at the
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speed of wire and nerve, compressing weeks into hours and making blunders harder
to hide. Steam power liberated ships from the moods of the wind, allowing fleets to
cruise to African rivers with schedules to keep. Medicine lagged behind machines but
was catching up, as quinine regimes and improved hygiene let Europeans linger in
malarial places without turning immediately into funeral guests. These tools did not
dictate policy, but they tilted the board, turning expeditions from suicide missions into
plausible errands of state.

Balance-of-power thinking drove European diplomacy with the grim elegance of a
watchmaker’s tools. States jostled for position through alliances that could snap as
quickly as they clicked into place, wary that any gain for one might become a threat to
all. Congresses and congresses-in-waiting rehearsed old scripts about equilibrium,
compensations, and the fine difference between a buffer zone and a future battlefield.
Ambassadors measured rooms and monarchs with equal care, knowing that a
misplaced phrase could ripple into mobilizations. Colonial ventures fit uneasily into this
system, sometimes as distractions, sometimes as chips to be cashed in during the
next continental crisis. Europe’s diplomats would soon discover that African soil could
become European real estate, but only after coaxing, bullying, or bribing one another
into agreement.

Across the Mediterranean and along the Atlantic littoral, the Ottoman Empire’s North
African provinces held together through webs of tax, trade, and tolerated difference.
Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli hosted corsairs and coffee, bureaucrats and brotherhoods,
their fortunes tied to both the Sublime Porte and the seasonal winds. Egypt under the
Khedive Ismail played at modernization with a reckless flair, borrowing for railroads,
canals, and cotton while scribbling IOUs to London and Paris. Morocco stayed proudly
elusive, its sultans balancing tribes, traders, and the occasional foreign envoy with the
skill of tightrope walkers who knew the ground below was not forgiving. These states
were not passive victims but active players, negotiating, resisting, and reshaping the
terms on which outsiders entered their worlds.

In West Africa, the coastline bristled with forts that had changed hands so often their
stones seemed to shrug at history. British, Dutch, Danish, and French merchants had
once traded humans and then, more politely, turned to palm oil and peanuts, yet their
lodges and factories still smelled of salt, sweat, and ambition. Lagos hummed with
canoes and disputes, while the Gold Coast balanced gold and governance under the
eyes of coastal kings and watchful consuls. The British Colony of Sierra Leone, founded
as a home for freed Africans and overambitious hopes, had grown into a laboratory of
law and missionary enterprise. Inland, the great empires of the western
Sudan—massive, trade-savvy states with cavalry, clerks, and cosmopolitan
tastes—kept their own counsel while watching the coast with wary curiosity.

Central Africa’s rainforests hid kingdoms and confederations that could mobilize
armies, elephants, and ideas with equal aplomb. The Kingdom of Kongo, though
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diminished, remained a name to conjure with, a reminder that conversion and literacy
could be tools of statecraft as much as faith. Along the Congo River, chiefs and
merchants stitched networks of exchange that ran from the interior to the Atlantic,
trading copper, ivory, and reputation. East Africa’s Swahili coast stitched together
towns where Arab, Persian, Indian, and African influences met in stone houses and
coral mosques, their prosperity built on monsoon winds and Indian Ocean circuits.
Zanzibar’s sultans ruled from clove-scented palaces while caravans probed the interior
for ivory and slaves, and the Ethiopian highlands stood guard over their own history,
Christian, proud, and prickly toward outsiders.

Southern Africa offered a different arithmetic of power. The Cape Colony, firmly in
British hands after generations of Dutch settlement and British recapture, served as a
coaling station and vineyard of empire, shipping wool and wine to a hungry world. To
the north, Afrikaner republics nursed their own visions of independence, God, and
land, their wagons and rifles symbols of a stubborn trekker ethos. African polities in
the region—ranging from centralized chiefdoms to mobile commandos of
resistance—knew that the discovery of minerals would turn the soil into a magnet for
greed and guns. Already, the diggings were drawing prospectors who talked of destiny
while eying terrain with the eyes of engineers and accountants.

Slavery cast a long shadow in 1870, though the legal trade had been clipped in many
places. Britain’s navy patrolled the Atlantic like a persistent conscience, and treaties
banning the traffic dotted diplomatic files, yet commerce in humans continued through
back channels and under new names. Plantation economies still craved hands, and
domestic servitude remained a fact of life from Zanzibar to Zaire. Abolitionist
campaigns had forced Europe to speak in moral tongues, but the profits of bondage
had merely changed address, turning into taxes, labor contracts, and cash-crop
demands that felt like freedom only to those not paying the price. This hypocrisy was
not lost on African rulers, who learned to quote European ideals while guarding their
own prerogatives.

Missionaries plied their own kind of diplomacy, crossing frontiers with Bibles,
grammars, and stubborn optimism. They opened schools that doubled as listening
posts and clinics that became outposts, translating creeds into local idioms and
sometimes into power. Their reports, full of martyrs and miracles, fed European
imaginations and foreign offices, coloring maps with zones of imagined spiritual
conquest. Yet they also created new elites—interpreters, teachers, clerks—who could
navigate between worlds and read the small print of treaties. In doing so, they helped
lay foundations for states that would later claim to represent the people while ruling
them.

Africa was no blank slate over which Europe would write its future. The continent in

1870 buzzed with projects of state and society, many older than the oldest European
claims. Islamic reformers stitched together networks of learning and law across the
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Sahel and savanna. Militarized kingdoms maintained arsenals, granaries, and spies,
collecting information with the care of intelligence agencies. Merchant cities ran on
credit, reputation, and the management of risk, their business conducted in multiple
tongues and legal registers. These polities engaged Europeans as they would any
other outsiders—calculating, accommodating, or confronting depending on the
balance of advantage and insult.

Diplomacy between African and European actors already had a long grammar by
1870. Treaties, often drafted on European terms and signed under clouds of
misunderstanding or menace, nevertheless became part of the legal landscape. Some
African leaders played the diplomatic game with virtuosity, petitioning foreign courts,
hosting visitors, and swapping promises for guns or recognition. Others withdrew into
ritual and protocol, forcing foreigners to observe etiquette that slowed their advance.
What looked like chaos or naivety to Europeans was often strategy by other means, a
way to buy time, preserve options, and exploit European rivalries without surrendering
autonomy.

Knowledge itself was a frontier. Explorers churned out maps thick with guesswork and
heroism, their sketches guiding armies, missionaries, and merchants into spaces
barely understood. Geography was destiny only if someone could draw it credibly, and
the sketchy maps of 1870 left plenty of room for ambition. African guides, porters, and
informants shaped these expeditions with their own purposes, steering strangers
toward allies or away from enemies, translating not just languages but intentions. The
production of knowledge was not a one-way street but a murky bazaar where rumors,
gifts, and misdirection traded hands alongside compass readings.

By the eve of the 1870s, Europe and Africa were locked in a dance of mutual
assessment. Industrial muscle gave Europeans new confidence, yet they still feared
tropical reputations, logistical nightmares, and the possibility that African armies, once
respected, might learn European tactics and turn them back. African leaders gauged
Europeans by their ships, ledgers, and promises, weighing offers against the risk of
becoming footnotes in someone else’s epic. The balance of power had not yet tipped
irreversibly, but the fulcrum was shifting underfoot, carried by steam, steel, and the
slow grind of treaties signed in rooms far from the rivers and hills they would soon
reorganize.

When war broke between France and Prussia in 1870, the shockwaves reached Africa
in diluted form. The conflict rearranged European prestige, humbling France and
emboldening Germany, and African rulers took note. Colonial schemes paused and
resumed as fortunes changed, and diplomats refiled their ambitions under new
headings. The war demonstrated how quickly paper guarantees could combust and
how much colonial projects depended on calculations made in European capitals
rather than consultations on the ground. This instability would prove useful to
entrepreneurs and empire-builders, who could exploit diplomatic turbulence to plant
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flags before rivals regained their footing.

Economic motives simmered beneath these diplomatic maneuvers. By 1870, industrial
Europe hungered for raw materials and markets with a sharper appetite than earlier
generations. Africa offered palm oil, rubber, gum, ivory, and minerals, as well as the
possibility of captive customers for textiles, tools, and trinkets. The precise arithmetic
of profit was often elusive, but the myth of Africa as a sleeping giant about to be
roused by European enterprise took hold in boardrooms and newspapers. This
narrative had the convenient property of justifying almost any intervention, from
missionary stations to gunboat diplomacy, under the banner of progress and
commerce.

Strategic thinking also pointed toward Africa, albeit with blurry vision. The Suez Canal,
opened in 1869, promised to shorten routes to India and intensify the strategic value
of Egypt and the eastern Mediterranean. Coaling stations along African rivers and
coasts became logistical prizes in a world of steam navies. Britain’s obsession with the
Cape Route to India made South Africa a hinge of empire, and every rumor of a rival’s
railway or treaty set nerves on edge. These calculations were as much about imagined
futures as present realities, but they shaped policy in concrete ways: ships were
stationed, consuls appointed, and treaties drafted with half an eye on maps that
stretched far beyond current facts.

Race, religion, and civilization supplied the moral soundtrack to these changes.
Europeans spoke of trusteeship, uplift, and commerce in languages thick with
condescension, yet not all listeners accepted the script. African elites, converts, and
merchants learned to deploy these idioms when convenient, turning humanitarian
slogans into requests for schools or guns, while privately mocking the gap between
European preaching and practice. Ideas about racial hierarchy and civilizational stages
circulated in salons and schoolbooks, shaping expectations about who could rule and
who must follow. These beliefs did not determine outcomes, but they greased the
wheels of policy, making dispossession sound like duty and exploitation sound like
education.

The year 1870 thus marked a hinge, not a cliff. Europe stood ready to expand, armed
with tools and myths, but still uncertain of the price and duration of the venture. Africa
stood ready to negotiate, resist, or endure, its polities diverse and durable, its people
less interested in serving as extras in European dramas than in pursuing their own
plots. The scramble would come, and with it partition, but neither was preordained.
They emerged from the friction of ambitions, fears, calculations, and mistakes, as
diplomats signed papers, armies marched, and mapmakers drew lines that would
outlive the men who made them.

In this world of competing states and visions, small decisions could loom large. A
consul’s report, a missionary’s sermon, a river steamer’s timetable, or a rifle’s range
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could tilt local balances and feed into continental rivalries. No single protagonist
directed the action; rather, a ramshackle cast of monarchs, clerks, soldiers, traders,
prophets, and survivors improvised on stages that kept shifting underfoot. The plot
would thicken quickly, as treaties begat claims, claims begat campaigns, and
campaigns redrew the map in inks that proved stubbornly permanent.

What lay ahead was neither a simple triumph nor a foregone tragedy, but a turbulent
rearrangement of power, space, and law. The diplomats would draft, the armies would
enforce, and the cartographers would render it all into lines that looked tidy on paper
and messy on the ground. Africa in 1870 was already a continent of frontiers, not a
frontier waiting for a continent, and the coming scramble would prove that frontiers
could be moved, hardened, or broken, but never wished away. As the decade
unfolded, the balance of power would tilt, the maps would fill in, and the terms of
belonging would be rewritten, not by fate, but by the choices—greedy, fearful, hopeful,
and wrong—that people made in rooms, on rivers, and across borders.
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