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Introduction

Across the Western Hemisphere, Indigenous peoples are reshaping political horizons
with movements that are at once deeply rooted and strikingly contemporary. Their
actions challenge the legal architectures of settler states, interrupt extractive
economies, and enliven languages, ceremonies, and forms of governance that predate
the nation-states surrounding them. Resurgence is not a single campaign or a uniform
doctrine; it is a living practice that fuses memory with innovation, place with mobility,
and kinship with law. It is visible in courtrooms and classrooms, on remote rivers and
urban streets, and within international arenas where terms like sovereignty, consent,
and stewardship are contested and redefined. This book traces that multifaceted
resurgence across North and South America, showing how local struggles reverberate
through regional and global systems.

The historical roots of these movements run deeper than any modern constitution.
Before the arrival of Europeans, Indigenous polities developed sophisticated legal
orders, diplomatic protocols, and land-management practices adapted to distinct
ecosystems—from Arctic sea ice to Amazonian floodplains and Andean highlands.
Colonization sought to erode those orders through dispossession, forced assimilation,
and the insertion of imperial and national legal regimes. Yet Indigenous nations
survived, adapted, and reasserted their authority. Understanding the contemporary
moment requires careful attention to these continuities and transformations: how
ancestral governance informs present-day negotiation, how treaty relationships still
structure political claims, and how colonial doctrines continue to shape the terrain of
contestation.

The last half-century has also seen the emergence of international instruments and
forums that Indigenous leaders have helped to design and now strategically deploy.
Norms such as free, prior, and informed consent, along with declarations and
conventions recognizing collective rights, provide new levers for local communities
confronting pipelines, mines, dams, and agribusiness. These tools do not replace
nation-to-nation relationships or community-based law; rather, they open
transnational pathways that amplify local authority and expose the contradictions of
state-centered development. When a river is defended, when a forest is monitored by
its guardians, or when a border bisecting a nation is challenged, international
advocacy and community governance meet in practice.

Cultural resurgence is equally central. Language immersion schools and digital media
platforms seed intergenerational transmission; museums and universities are pressed
to return ancestors and belongings; and artists, knowledge keepers, and land stewards
collaborate to revitalize foodways, fire regimes, and ceremonial life. Such initiatives
are not adjuncts to political mobilization—they are its heartbeat. They define
responsibilities to land and relatives, reaffirm collective identities, and create the
conditions under which legal victories can be sustained. Culture, in this sense, is
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strategy, pedagogy, and governance.

This book combines historical context with close case studies to illuminate how legal
struggles, international advocacy, and cultural strategies work together. Readers will
encounter movements from Standing Rock to the southern Andes, from Wet'suwet’en
yintah to Mapuche wallmapu, from Amazonian federations to Zapatista caracoles.
Each case is presented with attention to the specificities of place, leadership, and law,
while drawing out lessons that travel across regions. The aim is not to prescribe a
single model but to surface patterns—of coalition-building, of consent practices, of
restorative governance—that can inform decision-making elsewhere.

Because resurgence unfolds within institutions as well as against them, this book also
examines the evolving architecture of co-management, Indigenous Protected and
Conserved Areas, and cross-border mobility rights. It considers the promises and
pitfalls of reconciliation processes, from apologies and truth commissions to
reparations and policy reform. Along the way, it foregrounds the role of women, Two-
Spirit people, and youth, whose leadership is reshaping movement cultures and
priorities. Data governance, digital security, and media strategy receive special
attention as arenas where contemporary sovereignty is asserted and defended.

Indigenous resurgence is not a trend to be observed from a distance; it is a field of
relationships that invites responsibility. For activists, the chapters offer practical tools
for building campaigns grounded in community law and careful research. For students,
they provide an entry point into complex histories and living legal traditions. For
policymakers, they outline pathways that move beyond consultation toward shared
governance and durable consent. For all readers, the book offers a simple proposition:
that just futures in the Americas depend on Indigenous nations freely determining
their political status and flourishing in their homelands and cities alike.

Finally, a note on approach. Wherever possible, this work privileges Indigenous
scholarship and public knowledge, cites community protocols and statements, and
centers terms chosen by the peoples discussed. While no single volume can capture
the full diversity of experiences across two continents, the cases assembled here
reveal a common thread: resurgence as a practice of responsibility to land and
relations, carried forward with creativity, endurance, and law.

CHAPTER ONE: Defining Resurgence: Sovereignty,
Self-Determination, and Nationhood

Resurgence is not a slogan to be stitched onto a banner and left to flap in the wind. It
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is a set of habits, claims, and institutions forged in the friction between inherited
authority and the impositions of states. Across the Western Hemisphere, Indigenous
peoples have pressed a basic question into court dockets, council fires, and
negotiating halls: who holds the legitimate power to decide the future of lands, waters,
and lives? The phrasing is simple. The practice is not. Resurgence names an ongoing
process of reasserting political authority while refusing the myth that settler
governments are the only possible form of order. It insists that nations existed before
they were labeled and that they persist after borders have been drawn across their
territories.

Sovereignty is often treated as a finite switch, as though a people are either sovereign
or they are not. In truth, sovereignty is better understood as a layered capacity to act,
negotiated through law, ceremony, and daily governance. Indigenous sovereignties
did not vanish with the arrival of newcomers; they were forced underground,
fragmented, and reassembled under pressure. Resurgence involves bringing those
sovereignties back into the open, not as museum pieces but as living systems that
allocate authority, resolve disputes, and care for territory. This does not mean
returning to some imagined pre-contact purity. It means restoring the ability to make
and enforce rules in places where peoples have always made and enforced rules.

Self-determination gives sovereignty its direction. It is the right of a people to
determine their political status and pursue their development, a principle that
reverberates through treaties, constitutions, and the chants of land defenders alike.
States have often preferred to treat self-determination as an individual right to
participate in existing institutions rather than a collective right to build distinct ones.
Indigenous movements have challenged that narrowing by demonstrating that self-
determination is meaningless without jurisdiction over land, language, and law. To
choose one’s own leaders, systems, and alliances is not separatism; it is the baseline
of political dignity in a world that claims to value choice.

Nationhood in this context is neither a plea for recognition nor a demand for
assimilation on better terms. It is an assertion that Indigenous peoples are nations
with coherent territories, legal orders, and diplomatic protocols. These nations have
always been relational, negotiating trade, marriage, and mutual defense across
boundaries that later became frontiers. Colonization attempted to shrink them into
ethnic enclaves or cultural minorities, but the nations did not dissolve. They continued
to send delegates, steward resources, and transmit responsibilities to children even
when states denied their existence. Resurgence reanimates that nationhood by
aligning governance with the land and the generations yet to come.

Resurgence is sometimes mistaken for resistance, as though the two are identical.
Resistance rejects and blocks; resurgence rebuilds and governs. A blockade can be an
act of resurgence if it is accompanied by a revived legal process, a land-based school,
or a system of care for the territory being defended. The distinction matters because
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resistance alone may stall a project, but resurgence creates the alternative institutions
that make the stall permanent. It is the difference between saying no and saying no
while already building yes. Movements that endure tend to weave both strands,
interrupting destruction while cultivating the authority to manage the aftermath.

The language of sovereignty and self-determination travels unevenly across borders.
In some states, these terms have been domesticated into policy menus that reduce
autonomy to budget line items. In others, they remain explosive, associated with
secession and disorder. Indigenous political thinkers have responded by reframing
sovereignty as responsibility rather than domination. A nation that cannot feed its
people, keep its waters clean, or resolve disputes peacefully is not sovereign in any
meaningful sense. This ethic of responsibility binds resurgence to stewardship and
care, reminding organizers that governance is as much about harvest and healing as it
is about litigation and legislation.

Legal pluralism is the air that resurgence breathes. No society operates with only one
set of rules, yet settler states have often pretended otherwise, declaring their laws
singular and supreme. Indigenous legal orders have persisted in spite of this fiction,
guiding everything from hunting seasons to condolence ceremonies. Resurgence
involves insisting that these orders are valid and necessary, not as curiosities but as
coexisting systems that can negotiate with one another. This does not require
romantic harmony. Conflict and negotiation are endemic to pluralism. What matters is
that Indigenous laws are present at the table, shaping outcomes rather than being
dragged in as afterthoughts.

Treaties are a primary site where sovereignty and pluralism collide. Far from being
quaint relics, treaties are living agreements that structure relationships between
nations. Some were meant to share space, others to end wars, and still others to
facilitate peaceful trade. Settler governments have routinely tried to reinterpret them
as land surrenders or one-time payments. Resurgence pushes back by treating
treaties as nation-to-nation compacts that require ongoing performance,
interpretation, and renewal. When Indigenous diplomats invoke treaty responsibilities,
they are not asking for favors. They are demanding that states honor the terms of
coexistence they once claimed to desire.

Constitutions and court decisions are another arena where definitions are contested.
Some states have amended their founding documents to acknowledge Indigenous
rights, while others have embedded barriers that make recognition nearly impossible.
Courts have oscillated between expanding collective rights and narrowing them to the
point of insignificance. Resurgence navigates this terrain by using state instruments
where helpful while never allowing them to exhaust the legitimacy of Indigenous
authority. A favorable ruling can open space, but only communities can fill that space
with governance that lasts.
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Cultural revival is not a sidebar to political resurgence; it is one of its engines.
Language, ceremony, and land-based knowledge transmit the values that make self-
governance possible. A child who learns her people’s tongue is also learning a way of
ordering the world, complete with obligations to relatives, land, and spirit. A
community that restores its foodways is rebuilding the economic base that supports
political independence. These efforts are often dismissed as cultural rather than
political, a framing that suits states seeking to confine Indigenous claims to museums.
Resurgence refuses the divide, understanding that governance and culture are
braided together in everyday practice.

Gender and generation shape the meaning of resurgence in crucial ways. Colonialism
imposed rigid hierarchies and patriarchal structures that often distorted existing
balances of authority. Resurgence has increasingly involved restoring roles for women
and Two-Spirit people, recognizing that healthy nations require diverse leadership and
inclusive participation. Youth bring urgency and innovation, leveraging new
technologies and alliances while grounding their work in long-standing responsibilities.
Movements that relegate these groups to the margins tend to ossify; those that
empower them tend to adapt and endure.

Economies matter to resurgence, because authority without resources is authority in
name only. Dispossession was as much about controlling wealth as it was about
claiming territory. Extraction and enclosure were justified through legal fictions that
turned collective lands into private property and common resources into commodities.
Resurgence reimagines economies that align with ecological limits and community
needs, from communal forestry to renewable energy projects governed by Indigenous
law. This is not nostalgia for barter economies but a pragmatic insistence that wealth
circulate under terms set by the community rather than distant shareholders.

Alliances across borders and peoples are a hallmark of contemporary resurgence.
Indigenous nations have always traded and negotiated across what are now
international boundaries, and those connections have only intensified as states have
expanded. Shared strategies, legal precedents, and ceremonial ties create a fabric of
solidarity that complicates state efforts to isolate and manage individual communities.
The flow of knowledge between North and South America accelerates as Indigenous
scholars, organizers, and leaders compare notes on consent, co-management, and
constitutional reform. Resurgence thrives in these cross-pollinations, learning from
each other’s victories and mistakes.

Institutions both inside and outside the state are being reshaped by resurgence.
Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas, co-management boards, and community
justice systems challenge the notion that effective governance requires centralized
bureaucracies. These experiments are not always perfect, but they demonstrate that
diverse forms of authority can deliver measurable benefits, from healthier forests to
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lower incarceration rates. As they mature, they offer templates for broader
transformations, showing that pluralism can be practical and productive rather than
chaotic or threatening.

The international system has become a crucial stage for defining resurgence.
Instruments like the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
provide language and leverage for communities fighting dams, mines, and land grabs.
Yet declarations alone do not secure rights; they must be operationalized through
local campaigns and domestic litigation. Resurgence involves translating lofty
principles into enforceable norms, whether through national court victories or changes
in corporate behavior. The global arena amplifies local voices, but it also risks diluting
them if communities are not careful about who speaks and who decides.

Digital spaces are now integral to the work of resurgence. Social media, mapping
tools, and data governance initiatives allow communities to tell their own stories,
monitor incursions, and organize across vast distances. These technologies also pose
risks, from surveillance to misinformation, requiring new forms of security and literacy.
Resurgence in the digital age means asserting control over information as an
extension of territorial sovereignty, ensuring that data serves the community rather
than external interests. The struggle over narrative is as old as colonization, but the
tools have changed.

Resurgence must also grapple with urbanization and diaspora. More Indigenous people
live in cities than ever before, creating new forms of belonging and governance that
stretch across rural and urban landscapes. Urban communities maintain ties to home
territories while building institutions in places where states rarely acknowledge
Indigenous presence. These dynamics complicate static definitions of nationhood,
pushing resurgence to innovate beyond the reservation or reserve model. Belonging is
increasingly understood as something carried in practice and responsibility, not just
inherited from a particular plot of land.

Reparations and reconciliation processes are another definitional battleground. States
often seek closure through apologies and limited compensation, while communities
demand restitution, return of lands, and structural reform. Resurgence treats
reconciliation not as a final handshake but as an ongoing negotiation of power. It
refuses to let symbolic gestures substitute for material change, insisting that healing
requires the return of authority and resources. This stance can make the process
messier and slower, but it also makes it more likely to produce durable justice.

Youth-led climate movements have injected new energy into resurgence, linking
Indigenous rights to planetary survival. The protection of forests, rivers, and
permafrost is not a niche concern but a global necessity, and Indigenous stewardship
is demonstrably effective. By centering land and water as relatives rather than
resources, resurgence offers a coherent alternative to extractive economies. This is
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not idealism; it is a practical response to ecological crisis grounded in centuries of
careful management.

The meaning of resurgence is also being tested by internal debates. Disagreements
over leadership, strategy, and inclusion are inevitable in any living movement. Some
prioritize legal battles, others cultural work, and still others direct action. These
tensions do not weaken resurgence so long as they are navigated with clear protocols
and accountability. Healthy disagreement can sharpen analysis and prevent capture
by narrow interests. Resurgence is not a single organization but a field of relations,
and like any ecosystem, it requires diversity to remain resilient.

Colonialism’s long shadow continues to shape how resurgence is perceived and
constrained. Racist stereotypes, bureaucratic inertia, and economic interests still align
to marginalize Indigenous authority. States may pay lip service to participation while
withholding real power, and corporations may fund cultural events to soften their
image while violating territorial rights. Resurgence must therefore be vigilant,
recognizing that recognition can be a tool of control if it does not come with
jurisdiction. The substance of power lies in the ability to make and enforce decisions,
not in the ceremony of inclusion.

Despite these obstacles, resurgence has produced measurable gains. Lands have been
demarcated, languages revitalized, and destructive projects halted or modified. These
victories are not endpoints but platforms for further work. Each success reveals new
contradictions and invites new strategies. The arc of resurgence is not linear, but its
direction is clear: toward the restoration of authority capable of sustaining
communities and ecosystems over time.

Defining resurgence requires holding together paradoxes. It is both ancient and
contemporary, local and global, defensive and generative. It operates in courtrooms
and ceremonies, in urban centers and remote forests. It draws strength from lineage
while embracing necessary change. It challenges the state without always seeking to
replace it, insisting instead on layered sovereignties that can coexist and negotiate.
Above all, resurgence is a practice of responsibility, grounded in the understanding
that to govern is to care for the web of relations that sustains life.

As this chapter has shown, sovereignty, self-determination, and nationhood are not
static categories to be claimed once and for all. They are verbs more than nouns,
enacted through treaties renewed, laws practiced, and languages spoken. Resurgence
refuses the idea that Indigenous political life is a thing of the past or a matter of
culture alone. It insists that governance is ongoing, adaptive, and inseparable from
territory and kin. In this light, resurgence is not a phase in a larger history but a
continuous assertion that Indigenous nations are here, making decisions, and shaping
the future.
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The chapters that follow will explore how these definitions play out in specific places
and struggles, from legal battles over pipelines to the revitalization of food and
language. They will map the terrain of resurgence across North and South America,
showing how local innovations echo across borders and how old doctrines are being
rewritten by new practices. The aim is not to fix a single meaning on resurgence but to
illuminate its contours, tensions, and possibilities in motion. By clarifying what is at
stake in its definition, this chapter sets the stage for a closer look at the histories,
laws, and movements that make resurgence a force that cannot be ignored.

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.
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