
The Making of Modern India
MixCache.com

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 The Subcontinent on the Eve of Company Rule
Chapter 2 Company Conquest and the Political Economy of Revenue
Chapter 3 Law, Codification, and the Architecture of the Colonial State
Chapter 4 Knowledge and Control: Surveys, Censuses, and Maps
Chapter 5 Education, Universities, and the Making of a Public Sphere
Chapter 6 Missionaries, Orientalists, and the Politics of Culture
Chapter 7 Social Reform and Religious Revival: Brahmo and Prarthana Samajs
Chapter 8 Arya Samaj, Aligarh, and Muslim Modernism
Chapter 9 Gender, Family, and the “Woman Question”
Chapter 10 1857: Rebellion, Retrenchment, and Reconstitution
Chapter 11 Princely States and the Logics of Indirect Rule
Chapter 12 Railways, Telegraphs, and Market Integration
Chapter 13 Famine, Public Health, and the Biopolitics of Empire
Chapter 14 Labor, Migration, and the Colonial Economy
Chapter 15 Print Capitalism, Vernacular Politics, and Emerging Publics
Chapter 16 The Indian National Congress: From Associations to Party
(1885–1905)
Chapter 17 Swadeshi, Boycott, and Economic Nationalism (1905–1911)
Chapter 18 Revolutionary Nationalism and the Surveillance State
Chapter 19 War, Reform, and the Montagu–Chelmsford Settlement
(1914–1920)
Chapter 20 Gandhi, Noncooperation, and Mass Politics
Chapter 21 Salt, Civil Disobedience, and the Negotiating State (1928–1934)
Chapter 22 Dalits, Adivasis, and the Politics of Representation
Chapter 23 Provincial Autonomy, Congress Ministries, and Everyday
Governance (1937–1939)
Chapter 24 World War II, Quit India, and the Crisis of Empire (1940–1945)
Chapter 25 Partition, Transfer of Power, and the Making of a Modern State
(1946–1947)

Introduction
This book examines how a subcontinent governed through conquest and compromise
became the stage on which a modern state was forged. The Making of Modern India
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argues that the end of colonial rule was not simply the collapse of an empire but the
culmination of long-running transformations in institutions, ideas, and political
practices. British policies—conceived in metropolitan debates yet adapted through
local negotiations—reconfigured land, law, and education. At the same time,
indigenous reformers and popular movements reimagined social order, citizenship,
and sovereignty. It is in the interaction of these processes, rather than in any single
cause, that we find the road to independence.

Colonial rule relied on institutions designed both to extract and to govern: revenue
settlements that remade agrarian relations; codified laws and courts that standardized
procedure while preserving hierarchies; and technologies of knowledge—surveys,
censuses, and maps—that rendered people and territory legible. Infrastructure such as
railways and telegraphs connected distant regions, integrated markets, and enabled
both state reach and political mobilization. These projects strengthened state capacity
but also exposed contradictions: uniform codes coexisted with legal pluralism; claims
of improvement sat beside dispossession and famine; central authority depended on
networks of intermediaries.

The story is not solely one of imposition from above. Across the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, reform movements wrestled with questions of faith, reason, and
social practice. From Brahmo and Prarthana circles to Arya Samaj and the Aligarh
movement, intellectuals and activists debated scripture, education, caste, and gender.
Campaigns around widow remarriage, age of consent, and female education opened
new arenas of law and public opinion. Print culture and vernacular publics amplified
these arguments beyond elite salons, enabling artisans, peasants, and workers to
enter political conversation on their own terms.

Nationalist politics emerged within and against this institutional landscape. The Indian
National Congress experimented with petition, association, and legislative
engagement before mass movements redefined the scale and repertoire of protest.
Swadeshi and boycott linked economic practice to political principle; revolutionary
groups tested the edges of coercion and surveillance; Gandhi’s leadership translated
grievance into disciplined action through noncooperation and civil disobedience.
Simultaneously, constitutional reforms—electorates, councils, and provincial
autonomy—opened channels of representation even as they refracted social divisions
and regional aspirations. Dalit, adivasi, labor, and peasant mobilizations insisted that
independence address not only empire but hierarchy at home.

The geography of power was never uniform. Indirect rule in princely states, frontier
governance, and urban municipal experiments produced varied experiences of
authority and accountability. Everyday governance—policing, taxation, relief,
schooling—shaped how communities encountered the state and how they judged its
legitimacy. In the 1940s, war, economic strain, and political repression intensified the
crisis of empire; negotiations over federation, minority safeguards, and executive
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power converged with mass protest. Independence arrived alongside partition, leaving
durable legacies of displacement, memory, and institutional redesign.

Methodologically, this book integrates political, legal, and social history. It draws on
legislation and court records, administrative correspondence, newspapers, memoirs,
and petitions to reconstruct how policies were made, contested, and lived. Rather than
treating “colonial” and “indigenous” as fixed categories, the chapters track the
alliances and fractures among officials, princes, reformers, lawyers, workers, peasants,
and women’s organizations. The analysis foregrounds institutions not as static
arrangements but as arenas of struggle in which ideas, interests, and identities were
continually remade.

The chapters proceed in five arcs: the formation of colonial power; the consolidation of
institutions of law, knowledge, and education; the rise of social reform and vernacular
publics; the emergence of mass politics and constitutional change; and the crisis that
produced partition and transfer of power. By following these arcs, the book explains
how modern state formation in India combined expansion of administrative capacity
with widening participation and contestation. The legacies of that process—its
promises and its exclusions—help explain both the triumph of independence and the
dilemmas that accompanied it.

CHAPTER ONE: The Subcontinent on the Eve of
Company Rule
The dawn of the eighteenth century in India was a complex tapestry, vibrant with
regional powers and bustling trade, yet simultaneously marked by the gradual
unraveling of the once-mighty Mughal Empire. This era, often mischaracterized as a
period of universal decline, was in reality a dynamic interregnum, a crucible where
new political entities were forged and older ones transformed, all against a backdrop
of sophisticated economic and social structures. Understanding this kaleidoscopic
landscape is crucial, for it was into this rich and fractured world that the British East
India Company would increasingly insert itself, initially as a trading partner, and
ultimately, as a formidable political and military force.

The Mughal Empire, at its zenith in the 17th century, had commanded vast swathes of
the subcontinent, overseeing a period of significant economic prosperity and cultural
fusion. However, the death of Emperor Aurangzeb in 1707 proved to be a pivotal
moment, unleashing a cascade of events that would fundamentally alter the political
geography of India. While the empire’s sheer size had already made centralized
control a challenge, Aurangzeb’s lengthy military campaigns, particularly in the
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Deccan, had strained its resources and alienated various groups, laying the
groundwork for its fragmentation.

Successive Mughal emperors, often described as weak and inefficient, proved
incapable of stemming the tide of internal dissent and external pressures. Court
intrigues and factionalism among the nobility further weakened the central
administration, transforming the emperor into a largely symbolic figurehead. The vast
empire, once a coherent political entity, began to fracture into numerous independent
or semi-independent regional states, each vying for power and control over resources.

Among the most significant of these emerging powers was the Maratha Confederacy.
Rising from the western Deccan, the Marathas had challenged Mughal authority even
during Aurangzeb’s reign. Under the leadership of figures like Shivaji and later the
Peshwas (hereditary chief ministers), the Marathas expanded their influence
dramatically in the 18th century, becoming a dominant force across much of the
Indian subcontinent. Their ambition to establish a "Hindu Empire" often brought them
into conflict with other regional powers, and their military campaigns, while a
testament to their prowess, also contributed to the overall instability of the period.

Further to the north, in the Punjab region, the Sikh Misls, initially a collection of
independent confederacies, consolidated their power. This period, often turbulent, saw
the Sikhs valiantly resist both Mughal and Afghan incursions, eventually leading to the
emergence of the Sikh Empire under Maharaja Ranjit Singh at the end of the century.
Their rise marked another significant shift in the regional balance of power.

In the fertile plains of Bengal, Hyderabad, and Awadh, former Mughal governors or
nobles asserted their autonomy, transforming their provinces into powerful successor
states. The Nawabs of Bengal, for instance, became de facto independent rulers of
Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa in the early 18th century. They oversaw a period of proto-
industrialization, making Bengal one of the richest regions in India, heavily involved in
the production of cotton muslin, silk, shipbuilding, and other goods. Similarly, the
Nawabs of Awadh established a strong power base, with cities like Lucknow flourishing
as cultural centers.

Southern India also witnessed the rise of formidable kingdoms. Mysore, under the
dynamic leadership of Hyder Ali and later his son Tipu Sultan, transformed from a
relatively minor principality into a formidable military power. They fiercely resisted the
expansion of British influence, engaging in a series of Anglo-Mysore Wars that
showcased their military innovations and strategic acumen. The Nizam of Hyderabad,
another powerful regional ruler, also navigated this complex political landscape, often
forming shifting alliances with other Indian powers and the encroaching European
companies.

Economically, 18th-century India was far from stagnant. Despite political
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fragmentation and intermittent warfare, agriculture remained the primary source of
income, with regional specialization and commercialization flourishing in many areas.
The Indian textile industry, renowned globally for its high-quality cotton and silk
fabrics, continued to thrive, exporting goods to Europe, Persia, and Southeast Asia.
Other industries, including shipbuilding, metalworking, and gem cutting, also
demonstrated significant sophistication. India consistently maintained a favorable
trade balance, exporting more than it imported, with the surplus often balanced by the
influx of gold and silver.

However, this economic vibrancy coexisted with challenges. Constant warfare and the
disruption of law and order in some regions impacted internal and foreign trade. Trade
routes could be perilous, infested with organized robber bands. The breakdown of
centralized Mughal authority also led to a more fragmented revenue system, and while
local administrators often prioritized their own enrichment, the overall economic
vitality of many regions persisted.

Socially, India in the 18th century was deeply stratified and traditional, with customs
and hierarchies largely dictated by religion, region, tribe, and most notably, caste. The
caste system remained a rigid barrier to social mobility, with strict rules governing
marriage, dining, and even touch. While theoretically comprising four varnas,
hundreds of jatis (sub-castes) operated in practice, each with prescribed roles. Caste
councils and panchayats rigorously enforced these rules through fines, penances, and
excommunication.

Despite the egalitarian ideals of Islam, Muslim society in India also exhibited internal
hierarchies based on ethnic divisions (Irani, Turani, Afghan, Hindustani) and status.
The position of women was generally patriarchal, with practices like the purdah
system common in upper-class North Indian society, though less so in the South.
Social evils such as sati (widow self-immolation), child marriage, and polygamy were
prevalent, particularly among certain upper castes and royal families. Attempts at
social reform by figures like Jai Singh of Amber, though notable, often failed to gain
widespread traction.

Education, during this period, was primarily classical and religious in orientation,
focusing on literature, law, logic, and philosophy. Scientific advancements made in the
West were largely unknown, and the curriculum remained traditional. While literacy
rates, especially at the elementary level, were arguably higher in many regions than
they would be under early British rule, girls' education was generally limited. Local
rulers and aristocrats often patronized educational centers, contributing to a vibrant
intellectual life, albeit one deeply rooted in established traditions.

Culturally, the 18th century was a period of both stagnation and decentralized
blossoming. While state-sponsored cultural expressions from the declining Mughal
court diminished, regional courts emerged as new centers of patronage for arts,
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music, and literature. Urdu flourished as a literary language, and regional styles of
music and painting, such as the Rajputana and Kangra schools, developed distinctive
identities. Architecture also saw notable developments, with rulers like Asaf-ud-Daula
constructing grand complexes like the Bara Imambara in Lucknow. Poets like Mir Taqi
Mir, Sauda, and Waris Shah contributed significantly to regional literary traditions.

This intricate political, economic, and social landscape of 18th-century India presented
a unique set of opportunities and challenges for any aspiring power. It was not a
unified, monolithic entity waiting to be conquered, but rather a collection of diverse,
often competing, and sometimes cooperating states, each with its own strengths and
vulnerabilities. It was into this complex and volatile environment that the British East
India Company, initially a mere trading enterprise, would maneuver, gradually shifting
its ambitions from commerce to territorial control, fundamentally altering the course
of Indian history.

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Purchased from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace

http://www.tcpdf.org

