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Introduction
This book begins with a sky that burned and a silence that followed. From Hiroshima
and Nagasaki to the weapons and doctrines of our own era, the story of nuclear arms
is too often told through abstractions—megaton yields, missile ranges, strategic
balances. Hiroshima to Today restores people to the center of the narrative. It asks
what nuclear weapons have done to bodies, families, neighborhoods, ecosystems, and
to the moral imagination of communities that have lived under the threat—or the
legacy—of their use.

Our method is human-centered but rigorously documented. Survivor testimonies
anchor the chapters: voices recorded in diaries, oral histories, and interviews that
describe heat, ash, thirst, bewilderment, and the struggle to rebuild. Around these
accounts we place archival sources—military cables, scientific memoranda, diplomatic
dispatches, and courtroom arguments—that reveal how choices were justified and
contested. Policy analysis then links human stories to institutions and laws, tracing
how norms emerged, mutated, and sometimes failed.

The book follows three braided strands. First is experience: the immediate and long-
term health consequences of radiation exposure, the work of first responders and
medical staff, and the everyday labor of recovery in shattered cities and displaced
communities. Second is governance: how states built arsenals, tested in distant lands,
negotiated treaties, and managed secrecy; how international organizations monitored
compliance; and how legal frameworks—from the Geneva Conventions to the Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons—sought to restrain the unrestrainable. Third is
memory: the museums and memorials, the films and novels, the anniversaries and
silences that shape what societies choose to remember or forget.

These strands converge on lessons. Humanitarian law did not spring fully formed from
the ruins; it was argued into being by jurists, physicians, activists, and diplomats who
sought to name the injuries that statistics obscure. Medical practice evolved too, from
improvised triage in irradiated streets to contemporary doctrines of mass-casualty
preparedness, decontamination, and long-term care. Throughout, we ask what ethical
obligations arise when the consequences of a single decision can unfurl across
generations.

The narrative also ranges beyond battlefields and command centers to places often
called “peripheries,” though they stand at the center of nuclear history: islands and
deserts chosen for tests; towns that learned the meaning of “downwind”; indigenous
homelands carved into sacrifice zones; and communities that still negotiate the
burdens of contamination, compensation, and recognition. Their experiences
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complicate familiar geopolitical maps and force a reckoning with nuclear colonialism
and environmental justice.

While the focus begins in 1945, the book is not about the past alone. Near-misses,
accidents, modernization programs, and new technologies—from cyber intrusions to
autonomous systems—reframe old hazards and create new ones. Regional rivalries,
clandestine procurement networks, and the entanglement of civilian and military
nuclear infrastructures keep the line between deterrence and disaster perilously thin.
Understanding these dynamics requires both technical clarity and moral attention;
neither is sufficient without the other.

Hiroshima to Today is written for readers who want more than arguments about
strategy. It is for those who believe that policy should be accountable to people—the
living and the dead—and that history can illuminate choices still before us. By placing
survivor testimony beside state archives, medical practice beside legal doctrine, and
the politics of memory beside the metrics of force, the book offers not closure but
orientation: a way to read our present in light of the worst that has already happened,
and to imagine a future in which the lessons learned at such cost are neither ignored
nor forgotten.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Morning the Sky Burned:
Hiroshima, August 6, 1945
The morning of August 6, 1945, began like many others in Hiroshima during the final
summer of World War II. An air-raid siren had sounded around 7:00 AM, a familiar and
almost daily occurrence, but by 8:00 AM, the all-clear had been given. Many residents,
accustomed to the routine of distant planes and the relative calm over their city, had
returned to their daily tasks, perhaps with a sigh of relief that another day seemed to
pass without incident. Yet, an undercurrent of unease persisted. Rumors had
circulated about a special weapon the enemy might have in store for Hiroshima, but
nobody could have imagined the reality that was about to unfold.

At approximately 8:15 AM, the B-29 bomber Enola Gay, piloted by Colonel Paul Tibbets
Jr., released a single atomic bomb, known as "Little Boy." The bomb, weighing 9,000
pounds and containing Uranium-235, descended for 44.4 seconds before detonating at
an altitude of about 1,968 feet (600 meters) above the city. It was an untested
weapon, its true power an unknown quantity even to those who deployed it. The
estimated yield was around 15 kilotons of TNT.

Father John A. Siemes, a professor of modern philosophy evacuated to a novitiate
approximately two kilometers from Hiroshima, was looking out his window towards the
city when it happened. He described the moment: "Suddenly—the time is
approximately 8:14—the whole valley is filled by a garish light which resembles the
magnesium light used in photography, and I am conscious of a wave of heat." He
instinctively jumped to the window, seeing nothing but that brilliant yellow light. Haruo
Shimizu, a middle-school teacher, also witnessed it, recalling "a silver-white flash, like
that of magnesium powder used in taking a photograph, high up in the sky and
immediately after it I heard a tremendous sound similar to the explosion of some big
fireworks."

The flash was followed almost instantly by an immense blast wave, traveling at
supersonic speeds. Yoshito Matsushige, a photographer whose home was about 1.7
miles from ground zero, felt the blast as "hundreds of needles... stabbing me all at
once" on his bare torso. The force of the explosion ripped through buildings, tearing
apart wooden and paper structures, and causing widespread devastation. Within a
1.5-mile radius of the hypocenter, the destruction was almost total.

The temperature at the epicenter of the blast reached an estimated 7,000 degrees
Celsius, incinerating everything in its path. This intense heat created a colossal fireball
that expanded rapidly, vaporizing human bodies and leaving behind only shadows on
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stone where people had once stood. Those within a half-mile of the blast had a nearly
90% chance of instantaneous death. The city, predominantly built with flammable
materials, became a raging inferno.

Survivors describe the immediate aftermath as a scene of unimaginable horror. Fujio
Torikoshi, a 14-year-old student at the time, felt a stinging, burning pain on his arms
and face, discovering his skin was burned bright red. People stumbled through the
wreckage, their clothes burned away, their skin exposed and severely injured. The air
was filled with cries for help, pleas for water, and the moans of the injured.

The immediate death toll was staggering. Approximately 78,000 of Hiroshima's
350,000 residents died instantly or on the first day. By the end of 1945, the number of
fatalities from injuries and radiation exposure would climb to an estimated 140,000
people. This figure includes not only civilians but also the military personnel stationed
in the city; out of 24,158 Imperial Japanese Army soldiers present, an estimated 6,789
were killed or went missing.

The sky, moments after the flash, began to darken. A heavy downpour of "black rain"
began to fall, carrying radioactive fallout and further contaminating the already
devastated city. This rain added another layer of invisible danger, exposing those who
sought shelter or ventured out to search for loved ones to lingering radiation.

The city's infrastructure was annihilated. Communication networks collapsed,
transportation ceased, and what few medical facilities remained were quickly
overwhelmed by the sheer number of casualties. Rescue efforts were disorganized and
desperate, with survivors often relying on each other for what little aid could be
offered. The scenes were apocalyptic: masses of burnt and bleeding people, many
with their skin peeling off, moving like ghosts through the ruins.

The physical landscape of Hiroshima was irrevocably altered. A vibrant city, a hub of
commerce and military activity, was reduced to rubble and ash in a single moment.
The only major structure left standing near the hypocenter was the Prefectural
Industrial Promotion Hall, now known as the A-Bomb Dome, a skeletal reminder of the
destructive power unleashed. Its survival, a chilling anomaly, would later become a
powerful symbol of the catastrophe.

The initial shock of the blast gave way to a dawning, terrifying realization of what had
occurred. The rumors of a "special bomb" were proven true, but the reality far
exceeded any morbid speculation. The world had entered a new, terrifying age, and
the morning of August 6, 1945, in Hiroshima, was its brutal dawn. The experiences of
those who survived, the hibakusha, became indelible testimonies to a weapon unlike
any other. They would carry the physical and psychological scars, living proof of the
morning the sky burned.
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