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Introduction
This book tells the story of the German Democratic Republic from the vantage point of
the kitchen table, the factory floor, the parish hall, and the police file. Based on
interviews, Stasi records, and newly accessible archival collections, it reconstructs the
texture of everyday life—how people queued for butter and spare parts, traded favors,
whispered jokes, navigated informants, and learned when to speak and when to keep
silent. Rather than treating East Germans as either compliant subjects or heroic
resisters, the chapters that follow explore the gray zones in which most people lived:
spaces of accommodation and adjustment, of quiet refusals and small, consequential
acts that altered the limits of the possible.

Oral histories stand at the center of this project. Over several years, we listened to
mechanics and midwives, teachers and tenants, former party officials and former
prisoners, people who stayed and people who fled. Their voices, sometimes
contradictory, reveal the improvisations that sustained families, the compromises that
secured a job or an apartment, and the moral injuries that surveillance inflicted in
homes and friendships. Memory is never a neutral archive, and the passage of
time—along with the shock of 1989 and the upheavals of 1990—has shaped how
narrators recall their pasts. To honor those complexities, each testimony is read
alongside documents that confirm, complicate, or reframe it.

The Stasi files, meanwhile, present a different challenge. Composed by watchers and
informants, they are rich in detail yet partial in intention. They capture a state
obsessed with classifying citizens, but they also preserve unintended traces of humor,
courage, and care: a joke recorded verbatim, a hymn sung too loudly, a delivery of
contraband guitar strings. Throughout the book, we treat these documents as artifacts
of power and as flawed windows onto lived experience, triangulating them with letters,
factory reports, parish newsletters, and photographs to build a fuller account of GDR
society.

The focus on daily life does not sidestep politics; it relocates politics to the routines
through which power was enacted and contested. Housing allocations, workplace
norms, youth organizations, and cultural censorship were mechanisms of control, but
also contexts in which people found workarounds—borrowing tools from a neighbor,
tuning a radio to the West, organizing a reading circle, petitioning a pastor for a
meeting space. Acts of resistance ranged from the discreet to the defiant: a
misreported quota, a clandestine zine produced on a church mimeograph, a march on
a Monday evening. By tracking such practices across four decades, we can see how
small gestures aggregated into broader movements, culminating in the civic courage
that transformed 1989.
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Chronology matters, but so does theme. The chapters move between windows of time
and spheres of life: households and factories; schools and youth clubs; churches and
cultural venues; streets and border crossings. We attend to generational change—the
expectations of those who built the new state after 1949, the disillusionments and
hopes of their children—and to differences of region, class, gender, and belief. The
GDR was neither monolithic nor static; its institutions evolved, crises accumulated,
and citizens recalibrated their strategies.

Methodologically, this study is guided by a simple principle: take ordinary people
seriously. We foreground the words of those who rarely appear in official narratives
and read the archives against their own grain. Every interview is anonymized when
requested, and we indicate where accounts diverge or where the record remains
fragmentary. Our aim is not to adjudicate the past once and for all, but to bring
readers close to the choices people faced and the meanings they made under
constraint.

Finally, this is a book about hope under pressure. It traces how East Germans
protected dignity in constrained circumstances and how communities forged spaces of
solidarity—from choirs and chess clubs to peace circles and punk scenes. It follows the
arc from the GDR’s founding promises to the fall of the Wall and the unsteady
transitions that followed. By weaving personal testimony with archival insight, Behind
the Wall restores the complexity of a society often reduced to stereotypes, and it
invites us to consider how ordinary courage accumulates—quietly, persistently—until it
changes history.
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CHAPTER ONE: Origins of the GDR: Ruins, Reform,
and the Socialist Promise
1.

On 7 October 1949, in a borrowed hall in East Berlin’s Mitte district, a new state
announced itself to a world still counting its dead. The German Democratic Republic
was proclaimed not with a triumphal parade but with speeches that mixed caution and
aspiration. The city around the ceremony was a patchwork of rubble and provisional
repairs, its streets scraped clean of plaster but still chalked with the ghosts of slogans.
A carnival atmosphere briefly lifted the mood: red flags, paper bunting, and a few
brass bands lent color to a day that felt more like a beginning than a victory. For many
witnesses, the moment carried a double edge—hope for order and work, and an
awareness that Germany’s division was hardening.

2.

No one standing in that hall could ignore the context. Four years after surrender, the
country remained occupied territory, partitioned into zones under Allied control. Berlin,
perversely, sat like a chessboard in the middle; its own sectors mirrored the division.
The Soviet zone, stretching from the Elbe to the Oder, had already been shaped by the
priorities of reconstruction and political consolidation. Factories were dismantled as
reparations, new administrative structures were installed, and a political map was
drawn that pushed aside rivals. The GDR’s founding was, in part, a formalization of
arrangements that had been evolving since 1945, a declaration that a German state
aligned with the Soviet Union would exist alongside its western counterparts.

3.

“Unity with Justice” had been the slogan of the Potsdam Conference, but on the
ground, justice was measured differently. The rubble and its clearance became the
first collective project of the new state. Urban landscapes looked like broken teeth; in
Berlin alone, an estimated 70 percent of buildings were damaged.
“Trümmerfrauen”—rubble women—sorted bricks by hand, clearing streets with
crowbars and buckets while men returned from captivity and factories sputtered back
to life. For many residents, the immediate horizon was not ideology but the smell of
coal dust, the chance of a warm meal, and a roof that did not leak. The promise of
socialist reconstruction had to compete with the daily calculus of survival.

4.
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In those early months, legality looked like continuity. The GDR inherited institutions
and personnel that had served the Reich, and the transition felt administrative rather
than revolutionary. The Soviet Military Administration in Germany (SMAD) still pulled
many strings, but local officials were tasked with running the schools, the clinics, and
the transit of goods. The ruling Socialist Unity Party (SED) emerged from a forced
merger of the KPD and SPD in 1946, and its leaders, Walter Ulbricht and Otto
Grotewohl, presented themselves as practical builders rather than doctrinaire
ideologues. The message was steady work, social security, and a community anchored
in production. The state’s legitimacy would be measured not by manifestos but by
whether factories hummed and trains ran on time.

5.

For those who had lived through the war’s final winter, the word “planning” carried a
special resonance. Ration cards determined whether a family ate bread or potatoes,
and the black market offered what official stores could not. An old tailor in Leipzig
recalled trading a pair of shoes for coffee beans, then trading the beans for a child’s
medicine. The black market was not glamorous; it was arithmetic. When the currency
was reformed in June 1948 in the western zones—and swiftly countered by a separate
reform in the Soviet zone—people felt it in their cupboards and pockets. Some saw the
new Ostmark as the start of stability; others watched their savings evaporate and
adapted by trading soap, cigarettes, and favors.

6.

The promise of socialist planning was appealing precisely because the future had
seemed so broken. Land reform became an early signature policy: Junker estates in
Mecklenburg and Brandenburg were broken up, redistributed to small farmers, or
collectivized. For many rural families, this was the first time they held formal title to
land, even if the plots were small and the tools scarce. In the cities, nationalization
targeted large enterprises, banks, and insurance companies; the slogan was that the
“means of production” belonged to the people. On paper, this looked like justice. In
practice, it meant new managers, new rules, and a new vocabulary of meetings,
brigades, and Five-Year Plans that colored everyday speech.

7.

Culture, too, was to be rebuilt. The antifascist narrative—central to the GDR’s self-
understanding—posited a clean break with the Nazi past. Intellectuals and artists were
invited to help design a new Germany, one free from militarism and capitalism. In the
early years, this invitation felt open-ended: journals hosted debates, theaters staged
plays, and newspapers printed features about reconstruction. Writers like Anna
Seghers and Bertolt Brecht returned or were celebrated, and the promise of a people’s
culture attracted idealists who wanted to leave the ruins behind. For many, the chance
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to build something morally clean after the horrors of fascism outweighed the
ambiguities of a one-party state.

8.

The founding of the GDR coincided with the Cold War’s deepening. Berlin became a
stage for confrontation, from the blockade of 1948–49 to the airlift that defied it. The
new state’s legitimacy rested on Soviet backing, while its western counterpart, the
Federal Republic, was established months later in Bonn. Two German states claimed
to represent the same nation, and citizens learned to navigate this paradox. Travel
between zones grew more difficult; a letter to relatives in the West required careful
wording; a radio tuned to western stations could bring both comfort and risk. The
border, still fluid in 1949, was slowly hardening into the shape that would later be
called a wall in everything but brick.

9.

The economy of the early GDR was a patchwork. The Potsdam agreements had
sanctioned reparations, and Soviet companies took control of key plants, especially in
uranium mining around Aue and chemical production around Bitterfeld. Industrial
machinery was shipped east, while factories in the West remained comparatively
intact. For workers, this meant long shifts in partially stripped facilities, learning to
make do with patchwork equipment. In small workshops, artisans adapted to
shortages: a baker used rye flour when wheat was unavailable; a mechanic fabricated
parts from scrap. The plan was meant to rationalize this chaos, but in practice,
improvisation remained the art of the possible.

10.

Educational reform carried particular weight. The Nazi past had poisoned curricula and
school culture; the new system promised access for all, with a focus on technical skills
and socialist values. Workers’ and Peasants’ faculties offered adults a path to higher
education; literacy campaigns reached those the war had left behind. For some
families, this opened doors previously bolted shut. A seamstress’s daughter could
become an engineer; a farmer’s son could study medicine. The promise was tangible:
your background would not determine your future. Yet the curriculum also carried a
message about loyalty and conformity, and teachers learned to navigate expectations
about what could be said in class and what should remain unsaid.

11.

The rituals of statehood began to settle into daily life. May Day parades,
commemorative speeches, and awards for model workers became part of the
calendar. Children joined the Young Pioneers at school, learning songs and pledges
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that framed the world in collective terms. In housing blocks and factories, notices
announced brigades and production targets. For many, these rituals offered structure
and identity: the sense of belonging to a project larger than one’s own family. They
also introduced a vocabulary—plan fulfillment, socialist competition, antifascist
democratic renewal—that was aspirational and administrative at once, a language that
tried to engineer the future through repetition.

12.

Not all change felt welcome. The early years included political purges and legal
proceedings. The Waldheim trials, held under Soviet authority in 1950, sentenced
former Nazis and alleged war criminals, and while the proceedings claimed moral
clarity, they also unsettled citizens who wondered about fairness and due process. The
boundary between justice and political control was not always clear. For some, the
trials were a necessary reckoning; for others, a tool of consolidation. The result was a
cautious public sphere: people learned to pay attention to the difference between
official statements and private judgment, and they measured words in contexts where
speech carried consequences.

13.

Urban planning took shape on drawing boards and in brick. The “socialist city”
promised modernity: standardized apartment blocks, wide boulevards, and community
amenities. In practice, this often meant replacing war-damaged neighborhoods with
prefabricated buildings that looked uniform and felt provisional. In East Berlin, the
Stalinallee—later Karl-Marx-Allee—became a showpiece, lined with ornate facades that
projected strength and continuity. For residents moving into new housing, the promise
of indoor plumbing and central heating was real. But the architecture also
communicated discipline: long lines of identical windows, balconies aligned as if on
parade, public spaces designed for rallies rather than casual strolls.

14.

Religious life, still widespread in the early GDR, presented a complicated coexistence.
Churches retained influence, particularly in rural regions and among the middle
classes. The SED pursued a policy of gradual secularization, treating belief as a private
matter that should not interfere with public commitments. Many pastors and
congregations found ways to serve their communities—running youth clubs, offering
charity, providing spaces for discussion—while negotiating with authorities who
watched closely. For some believers, socialism’s moral claims overlapped with
Christian ethics; for others, the two visions clashed. The state’s promise of collective
justice did not fully address the spiritual needs of believers, and the friction between
them produced a distinctive landscape of accommodation and resistance.
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15.

The first years of the GDR were defined as much by what they excluded as by what
they promised. The memory of the Nazi past was central, but so was the construction
of an enemy: Western capitalism, American militarism, and political rivals at home.
The “anti-fascist protective rampart” became a phrase people heard often, and its
logic colored policies, speeches, and schoolbooks. For many citizens, the identity of
being antifascist was a source of pride; it offered a way to claim moral ground after
catastrophe. Yet the phrase also hardened boundaries. It justified restrictions on
travel, press freedoms, and political pluralism, drawing lines between insiders and
outsiders that felt increasingly absolute.

16.

For those building a home or a career, the promise of security mattered more than
speeches. The GDR introduced a welfare system that offered healthcare, pensions,
and guaranteed employment. For workers laid off in the chaos of reconstruction, the
idea that a job would be there the next morning was not trivial. Clinics and polyclinics
opened; maternity wards offered care; schools provided meals. In interviews, older
residents remember this as relief—knowing that the basics would be covered, even if
not always in the way they preferred. The trade-off was clear: stability in exchange for
limits on individual choice. Most accepted it, at least at first, because the alternative
felt like the uncertainty of the immediate postwar years.

17.

The role of women became a key pillar of the new order. The state promoted women’s
entry into the workforce and education, promising emancipation through labor. In
practice, this meant more women in factories and offices, but also the persistence of
domestic responsibilities. The slogan of equality encouraged women to take on paid
work while still managing households, and childcare centers expanded to
accommodate them. Some women experienced this as opportunity; others felt pulled
in multiple directions. The promise of a socialist emancipation was real in terms of
access to jobs and training, but it sat uneasily alongside the reality that equality often
meant doing more, not less, with limited resources.

18.

Culture remained a site of negotiation. The founding of the Academy of Arts and the
expansion of publishing houses offered opportunities for writers and artists, but
censorship gradually tightened. The “cultural contract” between the state and its
intellectuals asked for loyalty and alignment with socialist goals in return for support
and reach. Some creators embraced the challenge, finding forms that served both art
and ideology. Others tested boundaries, writing novels that carried subtext or staging
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plays with multiple interpretations. Readers learned to read between lines; audiences
laughed at jokes that could mean one thing in public and another in private. The public
sphere was alive, but its rules were clear.

19.

As the state consolidated, political rituals took on a particular rhythm. Party
congresses set directives that filtered through workplaces and neighborhoods.
Volunteers cleaned streets on Saturdays; brigades met to discuss targets; committees
reviewed plans. For many citizens, this was the fabric of life: not grand politics but the
daily choreography of meetings, lists, and collective tasks. Some found meaning in
shared work; others went along to avoid trouble. The difference between sincere
participation and performance was not always visible. People learned to inhabit both
roles, speaking the language of the plan while quietly arranging alternatives to make it
work.

20.

On the ground, the early GDR felt like a place where the past and future collided in a
single day. A factory worker might spend the morning clearing rubble, the afternoon at
a training course, and the evening listening to a radio that sometimes picked up West
German stations. A young teacher might decorate a classroom with posters of socialist
achievements while worrying whether a colleague was an informant. A farmer might
proudly hold a deed to a small plot while facing quotas that made it hard to feed a
family. The state’s promise was grand; life’s details were complicated. People
navigated both with pragmatism and small acts of creativity.

21.

The economy remained fragile, and the plan’s arithmetic often failed to account for
reality. Factories set targets that depended on machines running smoothly; machines
broke; parts were scarce. Managers invented reasons for delays; workers learned to
hide mistakes or fix equipment with whatever tools were at hand. The rituals of plan
fulfillment—charts on walls, speeches at assemblies—could not conceal the
improvisation beneath. Yet these rituals also offered structure and a language of
collective purpose. To outsiders, the charts and slogans looked rigid; to insiders, they
were frames within which people negotiated what was possible, bending rules without
breaking them.

22.

By the mid-1950s, the GDR had settled into routines that would persist for decades.
Travel restrictions tightened, making it harder to see relatives in the West. Economic
coordination with other socialist states—through Comecon—shaped what goods
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appeared in shops. The state promoted achievements in science, sport, and culture,
seeking prestige that would validate the system. For citizens, the everyday experience
was a mixture of pride and scarcity: pride in the ability to build and organize; scarcity
in the choices available in stores. The balance between these feelings varied by
region, class, and personal circumstance. It also set the stage for tensions that would
surface publicly for the first time in 1953.

23.

The founding promise of the GDR rested on an idea: that a planned socialist society
could overcome chaos and injustice. For many, this idea was attractive because the
alternative—the recent past—was unbearable. The state offered jobs, healthcare, and
an identity rooted in rebuilding. It offered a narrative that turned rubble into
opportunity. But the reality of living within that promise was always more complicated:
institutions that monitored as well as supported; cultural spaces that invited creativity
but demanded alignment; economic plans that set goals but ignored local conditions.
People learned to live in this contradiction, building lives that combined public
conformity with private judgment.

24.

The archival record from these years reveals both the ambition and the unevenness of
the project. Factory reports list achievements alongside shortages; party minutes
capture debates that were later edited out; police files record minor infractions with
meticulous detail. Oral histories add texture: a mechanic who learned to grind parts by
hand; a nurse who bartered for bandages; a teacher who adjusted a lesson to avoid a
sensitive topic. These voices complicate the picture, showing that the GDR was not
just a top-down design but a space where ordinary people did what they could with
what they had. The state set the stage, but citizens wrote much of the script.

25.

The founding of the GDR did not end the war; it froze it. The border, initially porous,
hardened. Security services expanded their reach. Economic policies shifted from
emergency measures to long-term planning. Citizens adapted to new rules and new
rituals. Some embraced the socialist promise with enthusiasm; others accepted it as
the only game in town. Most did a bit of both. The result was a society built in ruins,
organized around plans, and animated by people who carried the memory of collapse
and the hope of stability. That combination—fear and aspiration, rubble and
order—shaped the GDR’s first years and the decades that followed.

26.

In the early GDR, promise and shortage walked hand in hand. The state’s vision was
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large and its capacity uneven, and the daily life of citizens reflected that mismatch.
People learned to read official language carefully, to find space in narrow corridors of
policy, and to make community in shared hardship. They built apartments, taught
classes, repaired machines, and tended gardens. They traded favors and secrets. They
carried forward an antifascist identity while negotiating new constraints. And they did
so with a practical sense of what mattered: a warm room, a steady job, a child’s
future. That practical sense would be tested in the years to come, but in 1949 it
looked like hope.

27.

The founding ceremonies ended, the bands packed up, and the work of daily life
resumed. In the streets, rubble carts rolled, school bells rang, and queues formed
outside bakeries. The state had been declared; now it had to be lived. For many, that
meant learning a new set of expectations and finding ways to meet them without
losing themselves. The promise of socialist reconstruction was not a lie and not the
whole truth; it was an invitation to build, under conditions that were never ideal.
People accepted the invitation, at least for a time, because the alternative was the
memory of a world that had fallen to pieces. The GDR began in that acceptance, and
in the improvisation that followed.

28.

The founding of the German Democratic Republic was a moment of possibility and
division. It offered a clean slate after catastrophe and drew lines that would define the
lives of millions. For the people who stepped into that future, the experience was
intimate and concrete: the weight of a brick, the taste of rationed bread, the sound of
a speech echoing in a public square. They were not merely subjects of policy; they
were its translators, adapting grand plans to the needs of everyday life. In doing so,
they created the GDR not just as a state but as a society—one that would evolve,
strain, and endure in the decades ahead.

29.

The architecture of the state took shape alongside the architecture of the street.
Housing blocks rose where ruins had been; schools opened in repurposed buildings;
factories acquired new names and old equipment. The landscape was a palimpsest,
with the Nazi era scraped away but still visible in the foundations, and the future
sketched in chalk on boards that were painted over when plans changed. People
moved through this landscape with a sense of both continuity and rupture. They
carried old habits and learned new ones; they understood that the state had goals,
and they had needs. The negotiation between these two forces became a daily
practice, the quiet work of making a life.
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30.

One of the first tasks of the new state was to make the abstract tangible: to translate
the promise of socialism into concrete goods. This translation was imperfect but visible
in a clinic’s waiting room, a child’s schoolbook, a worker’s pay envelope. For many,
these were not small things; they were the proof that the state existed for them. The
limits were equally visible: the line outside a shop, the letter that never arrived, the
train that was late. People accepted the limits because they had seen worse, and
because the promise still seemed attainable. The GDR’s early years were defined by
this balance between what was offered and what was withheld.

31.

The state’s narrative—antifascist, egalitarian, planned—was not empty. It shaped
institutions, calendars, and identities. It gave people a way to understand their past
and imagine their future. It also set boundaries for what could be said and done. For
citizens, life was a continuous calibration: speaking the language of the plan while
securing what was needed; participating in rituals while maintaining private judgment;
accepting support while guarding independence. The result was a society of practical
socialists, people who believed in collective action and lived with the compromises it
required. This pragmatism would be tested repeatedly, but in 1949 it was simply the
way forward.

32.

By the time the new state had settled, the everyday had already begun to absorb the
contradictions of its founding. In offices and apartments, on streetcars and factory
floors, the promise of socialism met the stubborn facts of scarcity and bureaucracy.
People responded by building networks of trust, learning to ask favors, and watching
what they said in public. They decorated their homes with pride and caution, choosing
posters that signaled loyalty without inviting scrutiny. They taught their children songs
about peace and work, and they warned them about strangers who asked too many
questions. The GDR was, from the start, a place of shared aspirations and careful
silences.

33.

The early administrative culture also carried a distinctive tone: procedural, cautious,
and detail-oriented. Forms were filled, approvals sought, meetings recorded. This
bureaucracy was not simply red tape; it was a technology of control and coordination.
For citizens, it meant that life often moved through lines and stamps, and that
patience was a virtue. The paperwork created a rhythm—apply, wait, appeal,
accept—that organized expectations. It also created opportunities: a well-placed form
could open a door, while a missing signature could close one. People learned to
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master the paperwork or to find someone who could, and this became part of the art
of living in the GDR.

34.

The early economy of the GDR was not only a domestic project; it was embedded in a
broader socialist world. Trade agreements with the Soviet Union and Eastern European
states determined what was available and at what price. For consumers, this meant
that a store’s inventory could shift with geopolitical events, and that certain
goods—cars, appliances—remained aspirational. For producers, it meant meeting
standards set far away and competing for resources within a planned system. The
promise was stability; the reality was a complex web of obligations. People adapted by
planning ahead, trading with neighbors, and keeping an eye on what came through
the West German radio.

35.

In the early GDR, the future felt both collective and personal. The state’s plans framed
what was possible, but families made choices within those frames: where to live, what
job to pursue, how to furnish a room. For some, the frames felt like guardrails, keeping
life on track. For others, they were cages, limiting movement and imagination. Most
experienced them as both, at different times and in different ways. The founding years
gave people a taste of stability and a taste of constraint. They learned to live with the
taste, seasoning it with humor, patience, and the occasional small act of defiance that
made the day bearable.

36.

The promise of the GDR was, in essence, a promise to manage chaos. After the war,
chaos had been the default: cities without roofs, markets without goods, governments
without legitimacy. The new state offered order, work, and belonging. It offered a story
that made sense of suffering and a plan that promised improvement. People
responded by filling out forms, showing up at meetings, repairing what was broken,
and teaching their children to hope. They also responded by keeping a part of
themselves outside the plan: a hobby, a secret, a prayer. This double life—inside and
outside the official frame—became the signature of everyday existence.

37.

For all its ambitions, the GDR’s founding was also a moment of missed possibilities.
The antifascist promise could have opened a deeper reckoning with the past; instead,
it often became a political tool. The promise of equality could have fostered a richer
democratic culture; instead, it narrowed the space for dissent. The promise of planning
could have been a learning process; instead, it became a rigid set of targets. People
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still found meaning in these promises, but they also felt their limits. The tension
between aspiration and constraint defined the early years and set patterns that would
be repeated, challenged, and sometimes broken in the decades that followed.

38.

Archival documents from the period show a state trying to write itself into existence.
Minutes record debates that were later silenced; factory logs note shortages that
speeches ignored; police reports catalog petty offenses with obsessive detail. Oral
histories add a human scale: a woman who learned to type late at night to qualify for a
clerical job; a man who repaired radios because the parts were scarce; a child who
collected bottle caps to trade for sweets. These small stories complicate the grand
narrative, reminding us that the GDR was built not only by policies but by people who
found ways to live within and around them.

39.

The founding of the GDR did not resolve the questions of 1945; it postponed them. The
question of how to repair a society after fascism remained; the question of how to
build a just economy remained; the question of how to balance security and freedom
remained. The state offered answers that were provisional and partial, and citizens
accepted them because the alternatives felt worse. The result was a society that
moved forward with a mixture of conviction and caution, pride and scarcity, hope and
vigilance. That mixture would be tested repeatedly, but it was already visible in the
first months of the GDR’s existence.

40.

By the time the speeches ended and the flags were folded, the GDR had become a
fact. Its promise was real, its constraints were real, and its people were already at
work making it their own. The ruins were still there, but they were no longer the only
landscape; new walls were rising, new institutions taking shape, new routines settling
in. The origin story of the GDR is not a single moment but a set of practices—building,
queuing, speaking, staying silent—that defined what it meant to live behind the wall
that was not yet a wall. In that everyday labor, the state was made and remade, day
after day.
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