
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Rivers of Migration: Human Movement
and the Making of Modern North America
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 Rivers Before Borders: Indigenous Geographies circa 1600
Chapter 2 Contact Zones and Early Displacement, 1600–1700
Chapter 3 Colonial Corridors: Spanish, French, and English Settlements
Chapter 4 Captive Crossings: The Atlantic Slave Trade and Forced Migration
Chapter 5 Wars of Empire and Movement: Seventeenth to Eighteenth
Centuries
Chapter 6 Revolution, Loyalism, and New Borders, 1775–1815
Chapter 7 Removal and Resistance: Indigenous Diasporas in the Nineteenth
Century
Chapter 8 Land, Law, and Westward Expansion: Homesteads and
Reservations
Chapter 9 Canals, Steamships, and Railroads: Technologies of Mobility
Chapter 10 Gold Rushes and Resource Frontiers: California to Klondike
Chapter 11 Across the 49th Parallel: Canada–United States Migrations
Chapter 12 The Great Atlantic Influx: Southern and Eastern Europeans,
1880–1924
Chapter 13 Pacific Gateways: Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and South Asian
Migration
Chapter 14 Exclusion and Segregation: Gatekeeping on the Pacific and in the
Interior
Chapter 15 Borderlands and Revolution: Mexico–United States Migrations,
1900–1940
Chapter 16 The Great Migration: African American Mobility and Urban Change
Chapter 17 Caribbean Currents: Puerto Rican, Cuban, and West Indian
Pathways
Chapter 18 War, Famine, and Flight: Refugees from Europe, 1914–1945
Chapter 19 Work in Motion: Contract Labor, Agriculture, and Wartime
Programs
Chapter 20 Cities of Strangers: Tenements, Enclaves, and Suburban
Beginnings
Chapter 21 Policing the Gate: Immigration Acts of 1882, 1917, and 1924
Chapter 22 Making Americans and Canadians: Naturalization, Nativism, and
Schooling
Chapter 23 Faiths, Tongues, and Foodways: Cultural Change on the Move
Chapter 24 Counting People, Drawing Maps: Census, Cartography, and
Demography
Chapter 25 1950 and Afterlives: Legacies for Contemporary Population
Geography

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
Rivers of Migration: Human Movement and the Making of Modern North America
follows the currents that have shaped the continent’s peoples and places from 1600 to
1950. Like rivers, migrations cut channels through landscapes of power, economy, and
culture, sometimes gently over centuries and sometimes catastrophically in a single
season. The chapters that follow trace successive flows—some forced, some
chosen—that together produced the settlement patterns, borders, and cultural
geographies we recognize today.

At the foundation of this story lie Indigenous nations whose mobility long predated
colonial borders. Seasonal rounds, trade routes, and diplomatic travel connected
communities from the Pacific Northwest to the Great Lakes and from the Arctic to
Mesoamerica. Yet contact with European empires unleashed epidemics, warfare, and
settler expansion that transformed these networks into pathways of displacement.
Removal policies, land seizures, and reservation systems reconfigured Indigenous
homelands, even as Native peoples adapted and persisted, creating new geographies
of endurance.

European colonization added new streams of migrants—conquerors, missionaries,
merchants, and farmers—who arrived through Atlantic and Pacific ports and along
riverine corridors into the interior. The Atlantic slave trade, a massive system of
coerced movement, brought millions of Africans to the Americas and etched a legacy
of unfreedom and resilience across plantations, cities, and frontiers. Over time,
economic opportunity—fur, fish, gold, land, timber, and wages—drew newcomers
deeper inland, while canals, railroads, and steamships accelerated the pace and scale
of movement.

Borders did not simply channel migration; they were built by it. Wars of empire,
revolution, and annexation redrew lines on maps, while gatekeeping regimes—from
exclusion laws to quota systems and identity documents—sorted, slowed, and
sometimes redirected human flows. Across the Pacific, migrants from China, Japan,
Korea, and South Asia encountered formidable barriers and creative workarounds.
Across the southern border, upheavals in Mexico and labor demand in the United
States generated circular migrations and new border enforcement practices. In
Canada and the United States alike, immigration policies and Indigenous governance
systems reflected competing visions of nationhood, sovereignty, and belonging.

Migration also remade culture in motion. Cities and mining camps, prairie towns and
port neighborhoods became laboratories of encounter where languages mixed,
cuisines traveled, and religious practices took on new forms. Ethnic enclaves and
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company towns offered familiarity and opportunity, while redlining, covenants, and
segregation restricted where many could live and work. The Great Migration of African
Americans from the rural South to northern and western cities transformed politics,
labor markets, and the arts, reshaping the cultural topography of the continent.

This book integrates demographic data—ship manifests, census schedules, and
maps—with letters, oral histories, and community memory to show how individual
decisions and structural forces intertwined. By following both the scaffolding of policy
and infrastructure and the everyday calculus of families and workers, the narrative
explains why some places boomed while others emptied, and why certain routes
persisted across generations. Attention to Indigenous continuities, coerced labor
systems, and transoceanic linkages ensures that “North America” is understood as a
set of entangled regions rather than a single nation’s story.

The period from 1600 to 1950 frames a longue durée of transformation: from imperial
contests and the rise of settler colonialism to industrialization, urbanization, restrictive
quotas, and wartime mobilities. By midcentury, the main channels of population
geography—the distribution of major urban centers, agricultural zones reliant on
migrant labor, and border regimes that differentiated admissible from inadmissible
bodies—were firmly in place. Yet the currents did not stop. The legacies carried
forward after 1950 continue to shape debates about migration, citizenship, and
sovereignty today.

Readers will find throughout this book a consistent argument: that human movement
is not a marginal phenomenon but the constitutive force in the making of modern
North America. To understand where people live now—and why borders matter as
they do—we must read the continent through its rivers of migration: braided,
redirected, dammed, and sometimes released in flood.
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CHAPTER ONE: Rivers Before Borders: Indigenous
Geographies circa 1600
Long before European ships appeared on the horizon, North America was not a vacant
wilderness awaiting discovery but a continent threaded with human pathways. If one
could view the continent in 1600 through a lens unclouded by later borders, it would
resemble a complex circulatory system: rivers of travel, seasonal rounds, and trade
arteries pulsing with people, goods, and ideas. This chapter explores those Indigenous
geographies, emphasizing movement as a normal, integral part of life rather than an
exception. Mobility was not a sign of rootlessness; it was often the very strategy that
anchored communities to place, season, and resource.

The Pacific Northwest offers a vivid picture of planned mobility. Coastal peoples such
as the Tlingit, Haida, Kwakwaka’wakw, Nuu-chah-nulth, and Salish navigated saltwater
and shoreline in sturdy cedar canoes, following seasonal harvests of salmon, herring,
halibut, and shellfish. Families often split their year between winter villages and
summer fishing or foraging camps, portaging canoes over well-worn trails to inland
lakes and rivers. These routes were carefully maintained, and travel was social as well
as economic—visiting allies, trading for eulachon grease or copper, and reinforcing
kinship ties through potlatch ceremonies that themselves depended on the movement
of people and gifts.

Travel on the Northwest Coast was more than practical; it was embedded in stories
and law. Songlines and narrative place-names mapped coastlines, reefs, and currents
for those trained to read them. A rock outcrop might be a remembered ancestor or a
hazard to avoid, while a bend in a river marked the boundary of a clan’s territory.
Rights to specific fishing sites, berry patches, and cedar groves were inherited and
negotiated, with access sometimes traded or loaned. Guests arrived with protocols,
and hosts prepared for their reception, reflecting that moving across landscapes also
meant moving through social obligations and reputations.

Inland, along the Columbia River system and its tributaries, movement was facilitated
by well-established portage networks. Celilo Falls on the Columbia, later inundated by
dams, was a major gathering place where fishing platforms lined the river and
travelers paused to trade and feast. The river served as a highway connecting the
Great Basin to the Cascades, with canoes and rafts carrying dried fish, woven baskets,
obsidian, and shells. Communities along these corridors often acted as intermediaries,
and their wealth depended not just on what they harvested but on what passed
through their territories—goods, news, and people.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Along the California coast and interior valleys, villages were spaced at intervals that
matched the rhythm of acorns, salmon runs, and game migrations. Groups such as the
Ohlone, Pomo, Miwok, and Yurok organized travel to gather at seasonal camps, where
the processing of acorns and fish required cooperative labor. Steam and mortar
technologies, sometimes considered fixed, were portable enough to be carried
between camps. Paths threaded through redwood groves and valley grasslands, often
following ridgelines that offered visibility and safe passage. Inter-village visiting and
marriage alliances ensured that routes remained known and respected, even as
leadership structures tended to be decentralized.

The Great Basin, with its arid interiors and scattered oases, required flexible mobility.
Shoshone, Ute, Paiute, and other groups practiced a seasonal round keyed to piñon
nuts, seeds, roots, and small game, moving across vast distances to track ripening
plants and water sources. Travel was light and efficient, with knowledge of springs and
waterholes essential for survival. In lean years, groups expanded their radius; in good
years, they lingered near productive patches. The Basin’s open landscapes
encouraged fluid boundaries, and the region’s social networks were maintained
through periodic gatherings where marriages were arranged, dances performed, and
disputes settled.

East of the Rockies, the Eastern Woodlands featured a mosaic of agricultural villages
and foraging territories. Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) and Anishinaabe (Ojibwe, Odawa,
Potawatomi) communities combined maize-bean-squash agriculture with seasonal
hunting and fishing, moving between fixed villages and mobile camps. Trails such as
the Great Trail—later adapted by colonial roads—linked the Great Lakes to the
Atlantic, often following river valleys and portages. Water travel by canoe was central;
the birchbark canoe, adaptable and repairable, allowed families to navigate lakes and
rivers with relative ease. The seasonal round aligned with maple sugaring in spring,
fishing in summer, harvests in fall, and winter hunts.

The Great Lakes region was a hub of long-distance trade, and movement was its
lifeblood. Copper from Lake Superior’s Isle Royale and Ontonagon region moved east
and south, exchanged for chert from the Ohio Valley or shells from the Gulf Coast.
Maritime trade along the St. Lawrence and Atlantic coasts brought wampum—made
from quahog and whelk shells—into the interior, where it served as both ornament and
treaty memory. Routes were often multi-generational family knowledge, and portage
paths were maintained communally. Travelers carried not only goods but messages,
diplomacy, and ceremonies; mobility underpinned the political economy of the region.

Along the Mississippi River and its tributaries, mound-building cultures like Cahokia
had flourished centuries earlier, leaving a legacy of pilgrimage roads and ceremonial
centers. Cahokia’s central plaza and Monk’s Mound were oriented to astronomical
events, and processions likely moved along avenues aligned to solstices. Though
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Cahokia’s peak was past by 1600, its descendants—such as the Osage, Missouria, and
Quapaw—continued to navigate the river, which functioned as a massive conveyor
belt for trade and travel. The Mississippi connected the Great Lakes to the Gulf of
Mexico, and movement along it carried goods like salt, pottery, and hides as well as
political intelligence.

In the Southeast, towns of the Creek, Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw were linked
by footpaths that threaded through river valleys and mountain passes. These routes
were efficient—often following ridgelines to avoid swamps—and marked by wayside
shelters and springs. Travel for trade, hunting, or diplomacy was regular, and
communities hosted travelers with established hospitality customs. Seasonal
gatherings for ball games and ceremonial dances drew participants from wide areas.
Mobility in the Southeast was both local—within clan territories—and regional, with
messengers moving quickly between towns to relay news or assemble councils.

Across the Plains, the “horse nations” after the sixteenth century reorganized mobility,
but even before horses, groups like the Lakota, Cheyenne, and Blackfoot traveled
extensively on foot and with dogs hauling travois. Buffalo hunting demanded strategic
movement to follow herds, and large communal drives required coordination across
distances. Trails radiated from river crossings and passes; some later became wagon
routes. The horse revolution after Spanish contact amplified range and speed,
transforming camps into larger, more mobile units. Yet the essential logic remained:
follow resources, maintain alliances, and travel with purpose.

In the Southwest, Pueblo communities in places like Hopi, Zuni, and Acoma were fixed
by architecture—cliff dwellings and adobe towns—but movement was constant. Kivas
and plazas anchored ceremonial life, yet families traveled to distant fields, trading
posts, and pilgrimage sites. Basketry, pottery, and turquoise moved along paths
linking the Rio Grande valleys to the Colorado Plateau. The Ancestral Puebloans’
earlier road systems—straight, engineered routes across desert and mesa—remained
known, and travelers continued to use them. Mobility was the complement to
settlement: the villages were nodes in a network, not isolated islands.

The Southwest also hosted extensive trade with Mesoamerica. Turquoise from the
Southwest traveled south to the Valley of Mexico, where it was prized for mosaic work;
feathers, cacao, and copper bells moved north. Pilgrimages likely followed these trade
corridors, intertwining spiritual and commercial journeys. The Ancestral Puebloan
great houses and kivas may have served as waystations for long-distance travelers.
Even when settlements were dense, they were rarely self-sufficient; exchange and
travel were essential to prosperity. Paths across the desert were not random but
carefully chosen to minimize risk and maximize water availability.

In the far north, Arctic and Subarctic peoples such as the Inuit, Yup’ik, Gwich’in, and
Dene adapted to extreme mobility. Dog teams and sleds traversed sea ice and tundra;
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umiaks and kayaks moved along coasts; portages connected river systems. Seasonal
rounds followed caribou migrations and fish runs, and families split into smaller units
to cover hunting territories. Knowledge of sea ice conditions, wind patterns, and
animal behavior was precise and transmitted orally. Long-distance travel for trade or
marriage was common, and paths across the tundra were marked by cairns and
memory, not maps. Mobility here was survival, and it was practiced with extraordinary
skill.

Across the continent, trade routes carried items whose origins were distant: copper
from the Great Lakes, obsidian from Yellowstone and the Rocky Mountains, chert from
the Ohio Valley, shells from the Gulf and Atlantic coasts, and, later, European goods
found their way inland through existing networks. These exchange systems involved
negotiation, reciprocity, and ritual exchange. Some goods were practical—blades,
pots, fishhooks—while others carried prestige or spiritual weight. Movement of
materials often signified movement of ideas; designs and techniques traveled with
traders and brides, creating stylistic similarities across regions that archaeologists still
trace today.

Many Indigenous societies organized travel and residence around clan and kinship
systems, which structured rights to move and access resources. Among
Haudenosaunee nations, matrilineal clans controlled village longhouses and defined
acceptable paths for hunting and farming; among Anishinaabe, dodems (clans)
mapped responsibilities to particular animals and places, influencing travel patterns.
Kinship governed not only where one could go but also who hosted whom and when.
This social map overlaid the physical landscape, turning paths into relationships.
Travelers could rely on reception and aid from distant kin through these networks.

Diplomacy relied on mobility as well. Wampum belts, often carried between nations,
recorded agreements and served as mnemonic devices during councils. The
condolence ceremonies of the Haudenosaunee required messengers to travel from
longhouse to longhouse, renewing leadership and healing grief. In the Great Lakes and
Plains, pipe ceremonies and calumet rituals welcomed travelers and sealed alliances.
War parties also moved along established paths, though violence was often regulated
by protocols to minimize harm to non-combatants and to maintain the possibility of
future relations. In short, politics traveled.

Women’s mobility was integral, though varied by society. In matrilineal and matrilocal
communities, women often remained near natal kin, while men married out and
traveled to their wives’ villages; in patrilineal groups, the pattern could reverse.
Women managed resource gathering and processing, coordinating trips to fishing
sites, berry patches, and agricultural fields. They also mediated trade through
exchange networks related to textile and pottery production. For many peoples,
women’s knowledge of routes, water sources, and camp sites ensured safe travel and
was central to mapping the landscape.
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Routes were not fixed on paper but encoded in story and song. Oral traditions carried
place-names that identified landmarks and hazards. For instance, a narrative about a
trickster crossing a river might embed instructions about where to ford safely. Place-
names often described features—“place of many salmon,” “hill of the blowing
grass”—giving travelers navigational cues. Song and chant helped memorize long
sequences of turns and landmarks, especially in monotonous terrain like prairies or
tundra. The landscape was not silent; it spoke in names, stories, and protocols.

Seasons structured travel. Spring floods made some rivers dangerous but opened
canoe routes; summer brought opportunities for long-distance visiting and trade fairs;
fall required intensive harvesting and processing; winter often slowed movement but
also enabled hunting and travel over ice and snow. Calendars were not just
timekeepers but travel planners. In the Pacific Northwest, the arrival of eulachon
signaled the start of the grease runs; in the Plains, the green-up meant following new
grass for bison; in the Southeast, first harvests marked gatherings. Timing was
everything.

Travel technologies were tailored to environment and need. In the Southwest, woven
sandals and yucca-fiber ropes aided desert crossings; in the Northwest, cedar canoes
were carved from massive logs, stabilized with thwarts, and paddled with elegant
efficiency; in the Arctic, kayaks and umiaks were built with seal skins and driftwood; in
the Plains, travois dogs carried loads before horses. Fire-starting kits, water-tight
baskets, and pemmican or dried fish made extended journeys feasible. Footwear,
harnesses, and canoes were repaired along the way; maintenance was as important as
navigation.

Paths were physically maintained in many regions. Trails were cleared of brush, and
bridges of logs or vines spanned streams. Portage routes were worn into the ground
by repeated use, sometimes becoming distinct corridors. In forested areas, blazes on
trees marked directions; in open country, rock cairns and stacks of bones served as
guideposts. Some crossings were ceremonial—offerings left at riverbanks for safe
passage. Maintenance was a community responsibility; neglecting a trail could invite
misfortune or offend spirits believed to dwell there.

Tolls and access rights were part of travel. Communities controlling a strategic portage
might require a payment or gift in exchange for safe passage, a practice that later
Europeans interpreted as “rent” or “trade.” These arrangements were negotiated, not
arbitrarily imposed. Travelers were expected to respect local rules, and violations
could result in conflict. Access to fishing weirs, hunting blinds, and berry patches was
similarly regulated. The landscape was not free for all; it was a network of governed
routes where permissions mattered.

Weather shaped risk and timing. Storms could halt canoe travel on the Great Lakes;
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ice conditions dictated Arctic crossings; monsoon rains could wash out desert paths.
Knowledge of wind patterns—like the chinook winds off the Rockies or coastal sea
breezes—was crucial. Travel parties were timed to avoid hazards, and contingency
plans included shelter sites and alternative routes. Unexpected changes in weather
could be life-threatening, so families carried flexibility in their schedules and built
redundancy into their routes—multiple ways to reach the same destination.

Food procurement and travel were inseparable. Drying, smoking, and pemmican
preparation allowed extended journeys without frequent hunting stops. Salt and fat
were precious; salt licks were often destinations themselves. Fishing weirs and traps
were sometimes left unattended for days, visited in sequence along a route.
Agricultural societies stored surpluses in caches, which travelers could draw upon
when passing through allied territories. Resource calendars guided movement: when
salmon ran, when bison calves appeared, when berries ripened. To travel was to eat;
to eat was to travel.

Some routes were pilgrimage paths. In the Southwest, shrines and rock art marked
spiritual landscapes; in the Plains, vision quests took individuals to high places; in the
Northwest, ceremonial journeys connected kin groups for potlatches. Pilgrimage
blended devotion with trade and diplomacy. A person traveling to attend a potlatch
might carry gifts, messages, and news, and return with new alliances. The routes
taken by pilgrims often became wider, more reliable paths, used by others for secular
purposes. Sacred travel created durable infrastructure.

Mobility carried risk. Banditry, intergroup conflict, and accidents were real dangers.
Some societies developed protocols for safe travel—signals, truce periods, and
designated safe houses. Travelers went armed, but weapons were also tools for
hunting and defense. Disputes on the road were often resolved by mediation rather
than violence to preserve future passage. Stories of dangerous crossings and narrow
escapes were shared to teach caution and preparedness. The romance of travel was
balanced by awareness of peril.

Gender roles influenced travel logistics. In many societies, men handled long-distance
hunting and warfare, while women managed local foraging and agricultural circuits.
However, long-distance trade often involved both; women sometimes led trading
parties, especially when textiles or pottery were the primary goods. Elders were
repositories of route knowledge, and children learned by accompanying adults. The
division of labor ensured that necessary skills—navigation, repair, diplomacy—were
distributed across the group, making travel a collective competency.

Maps, as Europeans conceived them, were rare; instead, people carried mental maps.
A traveler could recount landmarks in sequence, estimate distances by days or meals,
and calculate risks by season. Some groups used physical memory aids—string
figures, knot counts, and painted hides—to encode routes and stories. The accuracy of
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these mental maps was impressive; they could guide parties over hundreds of miles
with few errors. When Europeans later drew their own maps, they often overlaid
Indigenous paths, sometimes without recognizing the complex systems behind them.

Small-scale conflicts certainly existed, but mobility also fostered peace by enabling
alliances and trade. Truces often coincided with travel seasons; raids could disrupt
routes and were sometimes avoided for pragmatic reasons. Exchange fairs and
ceremonial gatherings were opportunities to reset relations. Disputes were resolved
through gift exchange, adoption, or marriage, which expanded networks and opened
paths. Violence and cooperation coexisted, but the continent’s most successful routes
were those maintained by mutual interest and respect.

Disease moved with people, though its impact was not fully understood at the time.
Before 1600, outbreaks likely traveled along trade networks, sometimes preceding
direct European contact. Epidemics could depopulate villages and disrupt travel
patterns, forcing survivors to relocate or merge with neighboring groups. These
demographic shocks altered the social map; paths that once bustled might be
abandoned, and new routes created. While the great pandemics of the colonial period
lay ahead, mobility had always carried both opportunity and contagion.

Paths often became political boundaries. A heavily used trail might mark the limit of a
territory’s hospitality; a river crossing could delineate clan hunting grounds. In some
regions, boundaries were fluid and seasonal; in others, they were more fixed. When
Europeans later drew lines on maps, they frequently followed these Indigenous
corridors—turning travel routes into borders. The irony is that routes are connectors,
not dividers; converting them into boundaries often disrupted the logic of movement
that had sustained communities for centuries.

Environmental variation across the continent shaped the tempo and style of travel.
Coastal peoples moved by water, timing tides and currents; desert travelers moved by
night and rested during heat; forest dwellers navigated by tree species and understory
growth; tundra travelers read snow and wind. Knowledge of
microenvironments—where a spring emerges, where a berry patch thrives, where ice
forms predictably—was detailed and locally specific. Travel was an ecological skill as
much as a logistical one, and it required constant attention to cues that modern maps
often obscure.

The year 1600 is a useful but arbitrary snapshot. For some regions, it represents
relative stability after centuries of change; for others, it precedes imminent disruption.
Archaeological evidence suggests long histories of migration, settlement, and
abandonment. Floods, droughts, and resource depletion had forced adjustments
before. Communities were not static; they adapted to shifting climates and social
pressures. Mobility was both a response to change and a means of preventing crisis.
The map of Indigenous North America in 1600 was dynamic, with routes and territories
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that shifted, overlapped, and braided.

European observers often misunderstood Indigenous mobility, labeling people
“nomadic” without grasping the systematic logic behind movement. In reality, many
societies combined permanent villages with seasonal travel; others relied on mobile
camps tailored to resource distribution. Both strategies required deep knowledge and
social coordination. Nomadism was not wandering; it was structured movement. The
distinction matters because later policies that restricted mobility—like forcing
agricultural “sedentarization”—disrupted systems that were highly adapted to local
ecologies.

What, then, did North America look like when viewed through these Indigenous
geographies? It appeared as a lattice of paths—along coasts, rivers, portages, and
ridgelines—connecting nodes of settlement, harvest sites, and ceremonial centers.
The lattice was densest where resources were rich and travel easiest; sparser where
deserts and tundra imposed limits, but still present. This lattice had no single owner; it
was co-produced by many nations, each contributing segments and protocols. It was a
continent organized by motion, where boundaries mattered less than relationships and
access.

Looking forward, these networks would become the skeleton onto which colonial
borders were grafted. Rivers that ferried canoes would be reimagined as state lines;
portage routes would turn into wagon roads and rail lines; migration corridors would
be fenced, taxed, and policed. Yet the Indigenous logic of mobility—tied to season,
resource, and kinship—continued to inform travel choices long after contact. Even
under pressure, people used old paths when possible, adapted new tools, and
maintained connections. The story of modern North America begins here, with these
rivers before borders.
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