SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Black North America: A Social and
Political History of African Descendants

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Worlds Connected: Africa, the Atlantic, and the Making of North
America

Chapter 2 First Arrivals and Early Enslavement in Colonial Societies
Chapter 3 Law, Race, and Property: Codifying Slavery and Freedom
Chapter 4 Labor, Skill, and the Political Economy of Bondage

Chapter 5 Family, Gender, and Intimacy Under Slavery

Chapter 6 Faith, Cosmology, and the Black Church

Chapter 7 Marronage, Rebellion, and Everyday Resistance

Chapter 8 Revolutions and Rumors of Freedom: 1770s-1830s

Chapter 9 Abolition, Print Culture, and Black Political Thought

Chapter 10 War, Emancipation, and Reconstruction, 1861-1877
Chapter 11 Citizenship Contested: Jim Crow, Segregation, and
Disfranchisement

Chapter 12 Violence, Policing, and the Origins of the Carceral State
Chapter 13 Education and Self-Help: From Mutual Aid to HBCUs
Chapter 14 The Great Migrations and Urban Transformations

Chapter 15 Work, Unions, and the Black Working Class

Chapter 16 Cultural Renaissance: Literature, Arts, and Performance
Chapter 17 North of the Border: Black Canada from Slavery to Freedom
Chapter 18 Borderlands and Afro-Mexico: Race and Nation in the South
Chapter 19 Media, Music, and Popular Culture: Blues, Jazz, and Beyond
Chapter 20 Religion, Theology, and the Sacred Imagination

Chapter 21 Black Feminisms, Queer Worlds, and Intersectional Politics
Chapter 22 The Long Civil Rights Movement and Black Power

Chapter 23 Pan-Africanism, Diasporic Networks, and Global Solidarities
Chapter 24 New Arrivals: African and Caribbean Migration since 1965
Chapter 25 Twenty-First-Century Struggles: BLM, Digital Activism, and
Futures

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

This book tells a continental story. It follows African-descended peoples as they forged
lives, institutions, and political visions across North America—from the Caribbean rim
and Gulf Coast to the Atlantic seaboard, the Great Lakes, the Canadian Maritimes, the
prairies, the Pacific coast, and Mexico’s southern and northern borderlands. It begins
with coerced Atlantic migrations and the violent architectures of slavery, and it traces
how Black communities turned constraint into creativity, dispossession into organizing,
and displacement into new geographies of belonging. While the narrative necessarily
engages nation-states and their laws, its central argument is that Black North America
has always been more expansive than any border, and more generative than any
regime designed to contain it.

The earliest chapters situate slavery within the entangled empires of Spain, France,
Britain, and their successor nations. From the sixteenth century onward, African
knowledge, labor, and kinship practices underwrote colonial economies and reshaped
languages, religions, and cuisines. Enslavement did not look identical in Virginia,
Louisiana, Quebec, or Veracruz, but across these spaces the apparatuses of race and
property sought to extract value and deny personhood. The archive of everyday
life—work routines, clandestine worship, lullabies, coded speech, and flight—shows
how enslaved people both endured and remade the worlds they inhabited.

Resistance stands at the heart of the story told here. It appears in spectacular
forms—rebellions, abolitionist mobilizations, and court challenges—and in the
guotidian strategies that sustained dignity: marronage in swamps and mountains,
mutual aid societies, clandestine schools, and networks like the Underground Railroad.
Black institutions, especially churches and fraternal orders, became laboratories of
democracy and education well before formal emancipation. Print culture and oratory
nurtured political thought that would later animate mass movements for civil rights,
labor rights, and decolonization.

Emancipation arrived unevenly across the continent—Mexico abolished slavery
nationally in 1829, Britain’s Emancipation Act took effect across its North American
colonies in 1834, and the United States ended chattel slavery in 1865—yet freedom
remained fiercely contested. Reconstruction opened radical possibilities for citizenship
and public education, even as counterrevolutionary violence, segregation, and the
expanding carceral state narrowed them. These dynamics were not confined to the
U.S. South: they reverberated in Canadian towns policing mobility and employment,
and in Mexican regions where racial hierarchies persisted under other names.
Understanding how law, policing, and political economy intertwined is essential to
explaining the twentieth century that followed.
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Migration transformed Black North America. Between roughly 1910 and 1970, the
Great Migrations redistributed millions within and beyond the United States, linking
southern farms to northern and western cities, Detroit assembly lines to Ontario’s
industrial corridors, and Gulf ports to Pacific shipyards. Migrants built newspapers,
lodges, schools, and businesses; they unionized and organized rent strikes; they
created new urban cultures. Cultural innovation—blues, jazz, gospel, reggae, calypso,
soul, funk, hip-hop, visual art, dance, and literature—emerged from these community
infrastructures as both reflection and critique of modern life, shaping national
identities far beyond Black neighborhoods.

The chapters that follow also foreground ideas and movements. Black feminisms and
queer politics reframed freedom to include reproductive justice, care work, safety, and
self-determination. The long civil rights movement—stretching before and beyond the
iconic 1950s-1960s—intersected with Black Power, Indigenous sovereignty claims,
labor insurgencies, and student uprisings. Pan-African and diasporic solidarities linked
Halifax to Havana, Chicago to Accra, and Mexico City to Kingston, making North
America a crucial node in global struggles against colonialism and apartheid.

Finally, the contemporary landscape demands historical perspective. Post-1965
migrations from Africa and the Caribbean diversified Black North American
communities and reanimated debates over citizenship, language, and belonging. The
early twenty-first century has witnessed the rise of digital activism, the Movement for
Black Lives, mutual aid responses to crises, and renewed challenges to policing,
surveillance, and environmental racism. Even as gentrification and precarity unsettle
older geographies, Black communities continue to innovate culturally and politically,
insisting on futures in which freedom is substantive and shared. This book offers a
guide to that past and present, inviting readers to see Black North America not as a
footnote to national histories, but as a driving force in making the continent itself.
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CHAPTER ONE: Worlds Connected: Africa, the
Atlantic, and the Making of North America

The story of Black North America truly begins across the Atlantic, long before
European ships laden with enslaved Africans ever touched continental shores. It is a
story deeply rooted in the diverse and complex societies of West and Central Africa,
regions brimming with sophisticated political systems, vibrant economies, and rich
cultural traditions. To understand the forced migration that would reshape the
Americas, one must first appreciate the worlds that were disrupted and ultimately, in
part, transplanted. These were not blank slates awaiting European imposition, but
dynamic civilizations with long histories of trade, innovation, and internal conflict.

Before the transatlantic slave trade escalated, West African societies had already
established extensive trade networks, both within the continent and with the Arab
world. Gold, salt, kola nuts, textiles, and agricultural products moved along well-
trodden routes, fostering economic interdependence and cultural exchange. Empires
like Ghana, Mali, and Songhai rose and fell, demonstrating remarkable organizational
capacity and a profound understanding of governance. Timbuktu, a city within the Mali
and Songhai empires, became a renowned center of learning and commerce, boasting
universities and libraries that attracted scholars from across the Islamic world. The
intellectual and material wealth generated in these kingdoms stands in stark contrast
to the later European justifications for enslavement, which often relied on
dehumanizing stereotypes.

The social structures of many West African societies were intricate, encompassing
extended family units, age-grade systems, and various forms of labor organization,
including a nuanced system of servitude that differed fundamentally from chattel
slavery as it developed in the Americas. In many African contexts, servitude often
entailed certain rights and opportunities for social mobility, and crucially, it was not
typically inherited across generations. Individuals might become servants due to debt,
famine, or as captives of war, but their status was not immutable, and their children
were often born free. This existing framework, however, would be tragically distorted
and exploited by the burgeoning transatlantic trade.

As European powers began to explore the West African coast in the fifteenth century,
their initial interactions were primarily driven by a desire for gold, spices, and other
commodities. Portuguese navigators, in particular, established trading posts, or
"factories," along the coast, gradually developing relationships with local rulers. These
early encounters were largely commercial, with Europeans acting as eager, if
sometimes wary, participants in established African trading systems. The demand for
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labor in the nascent plantation economies of the Americas, however, would soon
dramatically shift the nature of these interactions, transforming a mercantile
relationship into a systematic exploitation of human beings.

The development of sugar plantations in the Portuguese Atlantic islands of Madeira
and Sdo Tomé proved to be a pivotal moment. The labor-intensive cultivation of sugar
cane required a massive workforce, and indigenous populations, decimated by disease
and resistant to forced labor, proved insufficient. This created a powerful economic
incentive for Europeans to look to Africa for a readily available source of labor. The
existing practice of slavery within Africa, though different in nature, provided a
dangerous precedent that Europeans would manipulate and expand to serve their own
insatiable demand for profit. African rulers and merchants, operating within their own
political and economic frameworks, initially engaged in the trade of captives, viewing
it as an extension of existing practices of warfare and tribute. They could not,
however, foresee the scale and brutality that the transatlantic trade would ultimately
unleash.

The Atlantic Ocean, once a formidable barrier, became a highway of forced migration.
The journey across, notoriously known as the Middle Passage, was a horror beyond
imagining, a brutal testament to human cruelty and resilience. Enslaved Africans were
crammed into the holds of ships, enduring unspeakable conditions, disease, and
starvation. Estimates suggest that millions perished during this perilous voyage. Yet,
even in the face of such systematic dehumanization, resistance emerged: acts of
defiance, collective uprisings, and the desperate hope for freedom. These acts of
resistance, both large and small, would continue to define the experience of Black
North Americans for centuries to come.

The diverse origins of enslaved Africans meant that they brought with them a rich
tapestry of languages, spiritual beliefs, agricultural practices, and technological skills.
From the Wolof and Mandinka in Senegambia, skilled in rice cultivation and animal
husbandry, to the Igbo and Yoruba of what is now Nigeria, renowned for their intricate
social structures and artistic traditions, to the Kongo people of Central Africa, with
their sophisticated metallurgy and spiritual cosmologies, a vast array of African
cultures was forcibly transplanted. This cultural wealth, though suppressed, would
profoundly influence the development of North American societies, shaping everything
from cuisine and music to agricultural techniques and religious expression.

These disparate African peoples, thrown together by the brutal mechanisms of the
slave trade, were forced to forge new identities and communities in foreign lands. This
process of creolization, the blending of African, European, and Indigenous cultures,
began even on the slave ships and intensified in the Americas. While the intent of
slavery was to strip individuals of their past and create a malleable labor force, the
enslaved found ways to preserve and adapt their traditions, often embedding them
within new forms that could escape the notice of their enslavers. Spiritual practices,
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storytelling, and musical forms became crucial vehicles for cultural continuity and
resistance.

The economic engine driving this forced migration was the insatiable European
demand for colonial goods. Sugar, tobacco, cotton, and rice plantations transformed
vast swathes of the Americas into highly profitable agricultural enterprises. These
commodities, cultivated through the relentless labor of enslaved Africans, fueled the
economies of European nations, enriched merchants, and provided the capital for the
Industrial Revolution. The wealth generated by slavery was not confined to the
plantation owners; it permeated all levels of European society, from bankers and
insurers to manufacturers and consumers. This economic interconnectedness
cemented the institution of slavery as a fundamental component of the Atlantic world.

The legal and philosophical justifications for slavery evolved alongside its economic
expansion. Early European perceptions of Africans, often based on limited
understanding and ethnocentric biases, were gradually hardened into a racial ideology
that deemed people of African descent inherently inferior and therefore suitable for
perpetual bondage. This racialization of slavery was a crucial departure from earlier
forms of servitude and became a cornerstone of colonial law and social order. It was a
fabricated construct, designed to rationalize exploitation and maintain power, but its
effects were devastating and long-lasting.

The impact of the transatlantic slave trade on Africa was catastrophic. It destabilized
societies, fueled internal conflicts, and led to the loss of generations of its most
productive members. While some African states initially benefited from the trade,
exchanging captives for European goods, the long-term consequences were
overwhelmingly negative, hindering economic development and fostering political
instability that continues to resonate today. The demographic drain and the constant
threat of capture profoundly reshaped the continent.

As enslaved Africans arrived in various parts of North America, they encountered
different colonial powers with distinct approaches to slavery. The Spanish, with their
longer history of engagement with African peoples and a more codified system of
slavery rooted in Roman law, established patterns of enslavement that differed from
those of the French or the English. These variations, however, did not diminish the
fundamental brutality of the institution, but rather manifested in different legal codes,
labor regimes, and opportunities (or lack thereof) for manumission and social
integration. These early colonial distinctions would lay the groundwork for the varied
experiences of Black communities across the continent.

The connections between Africa, the Atlantic, and the burgeoning North American
colonies were thus forged in the crucible of trade, power, and human suffering. It was
a complex and morally fraught interaction that irrevocably altered all involved. The
wealth and development of European empires were built on the backs of enslaved
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Africans, whose forced labor and cultural contributions were foundational to the
creation of new societies in the Americas. Understanding this foundational period is
essential to grasping the persistent struggles and enduring legacies of Black North
America. The echoes of these interconnected worlds resonate in the social, political,
and cultural landscapes of the continent to this day.
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