
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Archaeology of Memory: Places and
Heritage in South America
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1 Memory, Landscape, and Deep Time: Concepts and Methods
Chapter 2 Colonial Ruins and Republican Monuments: Foundational Myths
Chapter 3 The Andean Plaza: Ritual, Protest, and Heritage
Chapter 4 Machu Picchu Beyond the Postcard: Tourism, Sovereignty, and Care
Chapter 5 Potosí’s Cerro Rico: Extractive Pasts, Toxic Presents
Chapter 6 Quilombos Remembered: Archaeologies of Maroon Freedom in
Brazil
Chapter 7 Jesuit Missions of the Guaraní: Utopias, Ruins, and Nation-Building
Chapter 8 Bogotá’s Museums and Street Memorials: Curating Violence
Chapter 9 Sites of Conscience in the Southern Cone: Forensic Archaeology
and the Disappeared
Chapter 10 Afro-Atlantic Ports: Salvador, Cartagena, and Maritime
Memoryscapes
Chapter 11 Sacred Waters: Springs, Wetlands, and Indigenous Cosmologies
Chapter 12 Desert Lines and Geoglyphs: Nazca, Atacama, and Contested
Science
Chapter 13 Patagonia’s Rock Art: Access, Property, and Indigenous Rights
Chapter 14 Urban Redevelopment and Heritage Gentrification in Lima and
Buenos Aires
Chapter 15 Mining Heritage Parks: Company Towns and Afterlives
Chapter 16 Disasters and Preservation: Earthquakes, Fires, and Emergency
Care
Chapter 17 Border Monuments: War Memories, Peace Rituals, and Frontiers
Chapter 18 Enslavement and Freedom in the Lowlands: Archaeologies of the
Amazon and Pacific
Chapter 19 Digital Heritage in the Public Eye: Drones, Databases, and
Visibility
Chapter 20 Language on the Land: Toponyms, Maps, and the Cartography of
Remembrance
Chapter 21 Community Archaeology: Co-creation, Consent, and Care
Chapter 22 Law and Policy in Practice: UNESCO, National Agencies, Local
Realities
Chapter 23 Markets for the Past: Antiquities, Crafts, and Cultural Economies
Chapter 24 Counter-Monuments and Artistic Interventions in Public Space
Chapter 25 Futures of Memory: Climate Change, Displacement, and Repair

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
To walk through the plazas, markets, and ruins of South America is to enter a
palimpsest of stories layered over centuries. Stone foundations under modern
sidewalks, statues raised in one era and questioned in another, and ceremonial
landscapes repurposed as tourist vistas all speak to how memory is built, displayed,
contested, and repaired in public space. This book argues that memory is not a
passive residue of the past; it is manufactured through choices about what to
conserve, where to place a monument, which names to engrave, and whom to
invite—or exclude—from remembrance.

Archaeology, with its attention to material traces and temporal depth, offers a
distinctive lens on these choices. By following artifacts, buildings, and landscapes
across their life cycles—from construction and abandonment to excavation,
conservation, and exhibition—we can see how histories are mobilized to shape present
identities and future possibilities. The same ruin that anchors a community’s sense of
belonging may also be leveraged for profit or used to silence alternative narratives. In
this sense, heritage is a field of politics as much as preservation.

The chapters that follow combine fieldwork case studies with theoretical reflection.
Site visits, oral histories, archival research, mapping, and collaborative workshops with
local communities inform the analyses. These cases range from Andean highland
plazas to Afro-Atlantic port cities, from Jesuit mission towns in the South to rainforest
clearings where traces of flight and refuge persist. Throughout, the book foregrounds
partnerships with descendant and resident communities, recognizing that knowledge
is co-produced and that ethical practice requires consent, accountability, and
reciprocity.

The conceptual toolkit draws from memory studies, decolonial critique, heritage policy,
and science and technology studies. Rather than treating monuments and sites as
static repositories of meaning, the book examines them as dynamic assemblages
shaped by laws, markets, infrastructures, and social movements. It asks how official
narratives become “naturalized,” how counter-memories gain traction, and how
material interventions—whether a removal, a plaque, or a new pathway—reconfigure
what the public comes to know as the past.

Organization mirrors this interplay of concept and practice. Early chapters establish
key terms and methods before moving into thematic constellations: colonial
foundations and national myths; landscapes of extraction and abandonment; sacred
ecologies and urban redevelopment; violence, mourning, and forensic recovery; and
emergent arenas such as digital heritage and climate risk. Each chapter concludes
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with lessons for heritage practitioners and citizens, offering actionable approaches to
documentation, consultation, and conflict transformation.

This book is written for a broad readership: archaeologists and conservators, museum
professionals and planners, educators and activists, and anyone who has stood before
a monument and wondered whose story it tells. By treating memory as a shared and
contested resource, the pages ahead invite readers to recognize their role in shaping
public histories—whether by attending a community meeting, supporting a local
archive, or questioning the taken-for-granted narratives inscribed in stone.

Ultimately, Archaeology of Memory proposes a practice of care that acknowledges
damage without reproducing it. Preservation is not simply the stabilization of objects;
it is the cultivation of relationships among people, places, and pasts. In the face of
competing claims and urgent pressures—from tourism economies to environmental
change—the book advocates for processes that are transparent, participatory, and
reparative. Only by confronting how memories are made can we imagine heritage that
is both just and enduring.
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CHAPTER ONE: Memory, Landscape, and Deep Time:
Concepts and Methods
Memory is heavy. It weighs on stones, bends paths across fields, and shapes the
skyline of a city long before you notice it. In South America, walking is a lesson in how
the past is layered underfoot. You might step from a colonial plaza onto an Inca paving
stone, then onto a nineteenth-century railway bed, all while dodging a street vendor
balancing a tray of sweets and a smartphone. The archaeology of memory begins with
these humble collisions: the way a place gathers stories without asking permission,
and the way people attach meaning to the ground beneath them. It is a study of how
material traces become public narratives.

The term “archaeology of memory” sounds grand, but its premise is simple.
Archaeology studies physical remains to understand human life across time. Memory
studies look at how individuals and communities recall, forget, and reshape the past.
Put them together and you get a method for reading landscapes like books, where
every wall, fence, and street sign is a sentence with an author, an audience, and a
context. The goal is not to dig up the “real” story once and for all, but to track how
certain versions of history become visible, audible, and powerful, while others fade
into the background or resist invisibility.

South America offers a fertile terrain for this pursuit. Its territories hold deep
Indigenous histories, violent colonial impositions, and vibrant postcolonial
reinventions. The region’s cities are palimpsests where planned grids sit on top of
preexisting settlements, and its rural areas are stitched together by ceremonial roads,
irrigation canals, and cattle trails. Memory here is never a single layer; it is a vertical
practice. Archaeologists encounter layers of occupation as a matter of routine, but the
public’s relationship to those layers is where things get interesting: sometimes they
are embraced, sometimes erased, sometimes commercialized.

One useful move is to treat “landscape” as more than scenery. Landscapes are
worked spaces, shaped by farming, mining, building, and marching. In South America,
ancient terraces are still tended, colonial roads are still used, and revolutionary
slogans are still painted on the same walls that once bore royal crests. A landscape is
a kind of memory bank: it stores decisions about where to plant, where to worship,
where to bury, and where to gather. The archaeology of memory tracks these
decisions and asks how they stabilize or destabilize identities over time.

“Deep time” is another key concept. It refers to the long arc of human history on the
continent, stretching from early hunter-gatherers to the present, and includes the
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geological time that shapes mountains, rivers, and coastlines. Deep time complicates
the rush to anchor memory in a single moment or event. When a modern park sits
atop a pre-Columbian mound, the timeline is not linear but folded. Heritage debates
often compress this complexity into neat storylines—heroic founders, tragic ruins, or
timeless traditions—while deep time reminds us that places are rarely born from a
single origin story.

The methods to study these folded timelines are practical and portable. They combine
boots-on-the-ground observation with desk research and conversation. Archaeologists
map features with GPS, draw sections of soil, photograph stratigraphy, and catalog
artifacts. But they also collect oral histories, read newspapers, and listen to songs that
memorialize places. In the archaeology of memory, a diagram of a wall is as important
as a poem about it, because both tell us how people have made sense of the space.
The trick is to keep methods flexible enough to catch what matters to local
communities.

Fieldwork in public space requires patience and tact. A plaza may look empty at dawn,
but by midday it hosts protests, religious processions, and lunchtime chess. Observing
these rhythms helps interpret the static features. A monument that dominates the
square might be ignored most days and fiercely defended or attacked during political
rallies. Noting the times, routes, and participants of movement reveals how memory
operates in practice, not just in plaque text. A camera is useful, but a calendar is just
as important.

The written archive is a vital counterpoint to the field. Title deeds, building permits,
travelogues, missionary reports, and newspaper editorials chart the administrative and
social life of a site. Yet archives are not neutral; they are curated by powers with
agendas. In South America, colonial records are abundant but often reflect the biases
of administrators and clerics. Indigenous and Afro-descendant voices are frequently
absent or mediated. An archaeology of memory must read archives against the grain,
looking for silences, footnotes, and offhand remarks that hint at other experiences.

Oral history and community knowledge fill these silences. Interviews with elders,
market vendors, artisans, and neighborhood organizers can trace the recent lifecycle
of a place. People remember the year a statue was toppled, the story behind a local
toponym, or the way a river smelled before a dam was built. These memories are not
less factual for being subjective; they are evidence of how the past is lived and taught.
The method here is simple: ask questions, listen carefully, and return with findings to
those who shared their time.

Mapping is another core method, especially when it is done collaboratively. A map is
not just a picture of what is there; it is a diagram of power. Who decides what is
marked? Where are the boundaries drawn? In many communities, participatory
mapping exercises reveal places that are sacred, dangerous, or politically charged but
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absent from official plans. A hand-drawn map by a local fisher or an Indigenous land
defender can be more accurate and meaningful than a satellite image, particularly
when it records seasonal changes, memory sites, and informal pathways.

Excavation is the signature tool of archaeology, but in the context of memory it must
be used with clear purpose and public consent. Digging a trench can answer specific
questions about construction phases or occupation layers; it can also disturb places
with ongoing social meaning. In urban plazas or sacred hills, the process of excavation
itself becomes a public event, inviting commentary, protest, or celebration. The
archaeologist must treat the trench as a classroom and a forum, explaining methods
and findings in accessible language and respecting community norms about
disturbance and care.

In South America, heritage management often involves multiple jurisdictions: national
ministries, municipal offices, Indigenous authorities, and private landholders.
Navigating these systems requires working knowledge of legal frameworks and local
politics. A site might be protected by national law but threatened by a development
project backed by regional government. Or it might be considered insignificant by the
state but vital to a neighborhood. Successful fieldwork requires building trust across
these layers and clarifying expectations: what will be documented, how it will be
stored, and who will control the narrative.

Ethics are not a checklist; they are a daily practice. Consent should be ongoing, not a
one-time signature. It should be clear that people can withdraw participation at any
point. Data sharing matters: maps, photos, and reports should be returned to
communities in formats they can use. Credit should be given generously. Errors should
be acknowledged promptly. When dealing with sensitive histories—violence,
dispossession, sacred sites—extra care is needed. The archaeologist of memory is
responsible not only for accuracy but for the social consequences of accuracy.

There are challenges specific to the region. Urban growth pressures often outpace
preservation efforts. In coastal cities, salt and humidity degrade historic structures; in
the Andes, freeze-thaw cycles threaten stone. In the Amazon, vegetation rapidly
reclaims cleared areas, making ephemeral features harder to document. Mining and
agribusiness reshape landscapes, sometimes erasing sites before they are studied.
The archaeology of memory must adapt to these conditions, prioritizing
documentation and community stewardship where physical preservation is
impractical.

Political instability can also affect fieldwork. Protests, strikes, and electoral cycles
influence access to sites and archives. During periods of social upheaval, heritage can
become a target or a symbol. A monument may be vandalized, removed, or fortified.
Researchers should be prepared for these shifts, maintaining flexible schedules and
strong local networks. Fieldwork is not a neutral act; timing and approach matter.
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Working quietly during tense times might be safer, but sometimes visibility is
necessary to protect a site.

The role of humor in this work is underrated. Archaeology involves long days,
confusing maps, and stubborn tools. A joke in the field can ease tensions, especially
when conversations touch on contentious histories. Humor should never trivialize
suffering or erase gravity, but it can open doors that are closed by formality. A shared
laugh over a mislabeled artifact or a wayward GPS signal builds rapport. It reminds
everyone that the past is serious but not all encounters with it need to be solemn.

Understanding the politics of pasts means paying attention to scale. Memory operates
at intimate, household levels—a family story about a well—and at national
levels—official commemorations and state rituals. The archaeology of memory does
not privilege one over the other; it maps the connections between them. A household
object might become a museum centerpiece, transforming a private memory into
public heritage. Conversely, a national narrative might be absorbed locally through
school curricula and holiday parades. These scalar shifts shape what people consider
“the past.”

In South America, the environment is a constant protagonist. Rivers flood, glaciers
melt, earthquakes shake. Climate change accelerates these dynamics, altering
coastlines and highland zones. Archaeologists now work closely with climatologists
and conservationists to monitor sites at risk. But environmental change is not only a
threat; it is also a reminder that memory is not exclusive to humans. Landscapes
remember their own histories—of tectonic movement, volcanic eruption, and seasonal
cycles—human narratives layer onto these deep temporal rhythms. The archaeology
of memory must respect this wider timescale.

The concept of “contested monuments” is already familiar to many readers. It is worth
noting that contestation is not always dramatic. Disagreements can be slow and
bureaucratic: a planning meeting, a letter to the editor, a petition. Sometimes
contestation is quiet—people simply stop visiting a site, letting it fall into disuse. Other
times, contestation is joyful—communities reclaim a space for markets and festivals.
Not all conflict is negative; friction can spark creativity, producing new forms of
commemoration that better reflect diverse experiences.

A practical method for tracking contestation is event logging. Keep a timeline of public
meetings, protests, maintenance activities, and media coverage related to a site.
Cross-reference this with archival records and oral histories. Over time, patterns
emerge: certain seasons bring ceremonies, election years bring monuments into
focus, storms prompt emergency repairs. Event logs help disentangle the complex
causes behind changes in a site’s condition and meaning. They also produce a dataset
useful for advocacy and planning.
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Documentation is not neutral; it involves choices about what to record and how. A
photographer may frame a statue to emphasize its grandeur or its decay. A mapmaker
may include street vendors and graffiti or omit them. These choices influence how a
site is understood. A good practice is to document multiple perspectives: wide shots
and close-ups, day and night views, images during routine use and during special
events. This approach captures the full social life of a place rather than a single, static
image.

Public outreach should be part of the method, not an afterthought. Open days at
excavation sites, walking tours, and pop-up exhibits invite people to see how
knowledge is made. These events are most effective when they are co-designed with
local partners, using language and formats that make sense to residents. A tour that
starts at the market and ends at the plaza, led by a local guide, will resonate more
than a lecture in a museum auditorium. Participation turns observation into ownership.

Digital tools can enhance fieldwork but should not replace grounded relationships.
Drones capture aerial views that reveal patterns invisible from the ground; 3D
scanning preserves fragile surfaces; databases organize notes and photos. Yet
technology can also obscure: a glossy virtual tour might gloss over who controls the
site or who profits from its popularity. The archaeology of memory uses digital
methods to support community goals—documentation, education, advocacy—while
remaining critical of platforms that extract data or monetize heritage without consent.

Interdisciplinary collaboration is essential. Historians provide context, geographers
map change, anthropologists interpret social meaning, ecologists track environmental
pressures, and legal scholars navigate policy. In South America, partnerships with local
universities and community organizations often yield the richest insights. A team that
includes engineers can assess structural stability; an artist can visualize data in ways
that engage the public. The archaeologist’s role is to orchestrate these contributions,
ensuring that each discipline’s methods align with ethical and community-centered
goals.

Funding and resources shape what is possible. Projects are often constrained by
budgets, time, and permits. In many places, heritage work competes with urgent
needs like housing and sanitation. Practical solutions include training local volunteers
in documentation, using low-cost equipment, and sharing results in open-access
formats. Small-scale, sustained efforts can be more effective than large, short-term
interventions. Building local capacity ensures that work continues beyond a single
project cycle.

The ethics of visibility deserve special attention. Making a site more visible through
tourism or media can bring resources but also pressure. In some cases, increased
visibility leads to looting, vandalism, or speculative real estate development. In others,
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it empowers communities to negotiate protections and benefits. A balanced approach
involves assessing who benefits from visibility, what risks are involved, and how to
mitigate harm. Transparency about these trade-offs is part of responsible practice.

Memory is also carried by the senses. The smell of wood smoke in a plaza, the sound
of a bell marking time, the texture of a worn step—all are data. Sensory observation is
a method: noting what people hear, smell, and touch, and how these sensations
trigger recollection. A market’s rhythms, a church’s acoustics, a river’s
coolness—these experiences ground abstract histories in lived bodies. The
archaeology of memory benefits from keeping the senses awake and recording them
alongside maps and photos.

Pasts are political because they matter to futures. This is not a slogan but a practical
reality. Heritage decisions affect land rights, tourism revenue, school curricula, and
community pride. The archaeologist of memory must navigate these stakes with care,
avoiding the temptation to declare a single “correct” version of history. Instead, the
method is to document the range of narratives, identify points of overlap and
divergence, and support processes where communities can negotiate shared
understandings. It is slower work, but it tends to last.

The chapters that follow apply these concepts and methods to specific places and
problems. They do so with humility, recognizing that fieldwork is always partial and
that memory is alive. The goal is not to pin the past down but to provide tools for
understanding how it moves. Walking through a plaza, you are stepping into a
conversation that has been going on for a long time. The archaeology of memory
helps you hear it, join it, and, when necessary, change the subject.
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